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PREFACE 

  As Chairman of the Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, 
Regulations and Coordination, I feel pleasure to present this report of the Committee on the 
proceedings held during the period from July, 2012 to January, 2015.  During this period the 
Committee held frequent meetings to discuss various agenda items/issues relating to the Ministry 
of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination and its subordinate organizations. 
The Committee made several useful recommendations, particularly in the field of medicines to 
the Ministry and its subordinate organizations. 
 

 The following organizations are working under the Ministry of National Health 
Services Regulations and Coordination:- 

1.Pakistan Medical and Dental Council. 
2. Pakistan Nursing Council. 
3. College of Physicians and Surgeons Pakistan. 
4. National Council for Tibb and Homeopathy. 
5. Pharmacy Council of Pakistan. 
6. National T.B. Programme. 
7. Directorate of Central Health Establishment. 
8. National Institute of Health. 
9. National Heath Emergency preparedness and Response work. 
10. Pakistan Medical Research Council. 
11. Pakistan Red Crescent Society. 
12. Health Services Academy. 
13. Directorate of Central Warehouse and Supplies.                 

 The Committee took briefings from certain organizations which are also mentioned 
above including the Ministry of National Health Services Regulations and Coordination. Almost 
every aspect of the health sector was discussed and considered in the meetings. 

                  I am most grateful to my colleagues, the members of the Committee, who took keen 
interest in resolving different issues and actively participated in the Committee meetings. I owe 
the achievements accomplished by the Committee to them, because without their diligence and 
cooperation it would not have been possible.   

 I am grateful to the Secretary Committee Ms. Zarghoona Shabbir and Director Staff    
Mr. Noor Hassan Mangi, for their valuable, tireless efforts and useful role to facilitate the 
Committee in achieving its goals.  

 
Sd/-  

(Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 
Chairman 

Islamabad.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 

The Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination convened twenty two meetings during the period from July, 2012 to February, 
2015. The Committee during this period made its best efforts to monitor the assigned functions 
of the Ministry of National Health Services Regulation and Coordination.    
 
 The agenda/issues and recommendations forwarded to the Ministry during the period are 
as under:- 
 

• First Meeting:-  The first meeting of the Committee was held on 24th July, 2012 on 
the “Role, Functions, Responsibilities, Budget allocation as well as details of 
employees of the Ministry and its attached departments and the Bill titled “The Drug 
Regulatory Authority of Pakistan, 2012” moved by Hon’ble Senator Abdul Haseeb 
Khan in the sitting of the Senate held on 30th April, 2012, referred to the Committee 
for consideration.  In this meeting detailed discussion was made on DRA, DRA 
Board, Post of Chairman of the Board, post of CEO, devolution of Ministry of 
Health and Hospitals of Karachi and Quetta, Price mechanism of the medicines in 
Pakistan, Accountability of Drug Laboratories and concerned departments and to 
ensure the Quality of Medicines in Pakistan.  In this meeting the Chairman 
Committee stated that he wants to resolve the issue of DRA during Ramzan in the 
availability of the Minister. The Minister recommended that in future, the 
Committee should hold meetings, institution-wise. Senator Abdul Haseeb endorsed 
this recommendation and recommended that the Committee should visit all 
departments under the Ministry one by one.  The Minister has also given orders for 
on-ground inspection of 19 medical colleges which have been registered and invited 
the Committee members to be part of the inquiry team. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan 
remarked that this initiative by the Minister will be a more difficult task than the 
DRA. The Minister said that priority no. 1 for her is that DRA Ordinance should be 
taken to the Parliament with consensus in form of a Bill for assuming shape of 
comprehensive legislation. 

 
• Second Meeting:-  The second meeting of the Committee was held on 13th August, 

2012. The further consideration was made on the Bill titled “The Drug Regulatory 
Authority of Pakistan, 2012” moved by Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan. The Secretary 
Ministry highlighted that there was an agreement on 35 out of 37 Sections of the 
draft Bill.  This consensus was the result of a number of meetings held with the 
Hon’ble Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan and Mr. Suhail H. Siddiqi. There was two 
major issues to settle in this meeting were:  i). To define the nature of DRAP as an 
autonomous “Authority”, and  ii). The decision of the first issue shall decide the 
second issue that is who shall be the Chairperson of the Policy Board; the existing 
Law suggests the incumbent Secretary of the Ministry to which the DRAP shall be 
attached as the Chairperson. The difference between “Agency” and “Authority” was 
described by the Secretary NRS as the Agency is a government department and has a 
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direct link to the controlling Ministry and receives budget from the same, whereas 
the Authority is an autonomous organization having its own Policy Board or Board 
of Governors and its own budget. After detailed deliberations on pros and cons of 
various aspects of the working of an autonomous Authority, following was agreed. 

 
 

DRAP would be an autonomous Authority attached to Ministry of National 
Regulations and Services; Secretary of the Ministry would be the Chairperson of the 
Policy Board of the DRAP, CEO would be technical person who would be selected 
through an advertisement and Policy Board would submit a panel of three persons 
for the Prime Minister to select the most suitable person. This process of selection 
and presentation of the case to the Prime Minister shall be according to the existing 
Rules of Business. After agreement on the remaining two main clauses, the review 
of the Draft Bill was completed. 

 
• Third Meeting:-  The Committee held its third meeting on 30th August, 2012 on 

final draft of the Bill titled “The Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan, 2012”.  It 
was highlighted by the Secretary NRS that after an agreement on all clauses of draft 
Bill, new suggestions have been received from Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan on 28th 
August, 2012 that were presented for discussion. The issues pertaining to Prime 
Minister/Ministry’s control over functions of the proposed Authority, medicated 
shampoos/soaps, OTC (over-the-counter) items, drugs registration, Registration fee 
and pending appeals related to drug registration, pricing formula of the drugs, 
qualification and recruitment of CEO also came under discussion and it was decided 
that the post immediately be advertized and its recruitment be made under the 
existing law/rules and regulations.  It was also decided that the Draft Bill of DRAP 
as agreed in principle in the meeting shall be prepared in its final form and submitted 
to the Law and Justice Division for vetting/concurrence and the approved draft shall 
be presented to the Committee on 6th September, 2012.  

 
• Fourth Meeting:-  The fourth meeting was an informal meeting of the Committee 

held on 6th September, 2012 in the Minister’s office, Ministry of NRS, as decided in 
the Committee’s earlier meeting. The Chairman Committee Senator Syed Zafar Ali 
Shah has presided the meeting. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan, Senator Malik 
Muhammad Rafiq Rajwana and Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja attended the 
meeting. The Agenda of the meeting was “To review the Draft Bill that was 
previously approved in principle by the members of the Committee in its meeting of 
August 30th, 2012 and was later on sent to the Law and Justice Division by the 
Ministry of National Regulations and Services; this version required a review by 
Committee for verification of its contents in the light of the certain refinements 
suggested by Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan and other members of the Committee”. 
The Draft Bill as vetted by the Law and Justice Division and also presented for 
discussion before the Committee it was noted that although policy matter was not 
changed but some deletions have been made in the Draft which has affected spirit of 
the law up to some extent. It was unanimously decided during the meeting to make 
the suggested amendments in the Draft Bill 2012, in light of the amendments agreed 
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upon with due deliberations on all clauses and sub-clauses. The amended draft was 
finalized, approved and signed by all members present in the meeting including 
Chairman Committee and also the Minister for National Regulations and Services as 
an Ex-officio Member. 

 
Report of the Senate Standing Committee on National Regulations and 

Services on the Private Members Bill Titled “THE ESTABLISHMENT OF DRUG 
REGULATORY AUTHORITY OF PAKISTAN, 2012 laid on the table of the 
House. 

 
 

• Fifth Meeting:-   The Committee held its fifth meeting on 29th November, 2012 to 
consider/approve the amendments in the bill titled “The Drug Regulatory 
Authority of Pakistan 2012, moved by the Hon’ble Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan. 
The Bill has been laid before the House in its sitting held on 8th October, 2012. 
Senator Haseeb Khan started the discussion on the amendments of the Bill and said 
that these amendments are a part of the Act as recommended by the NRS Committee 
scheduled on 24th July, 13th August, 30th August and 6th September, 2012 with final 
meeting in Minister’s office.  The Minister  remarked on the floor of the House that 
“I agree with these amendments which are in the interest of public” and promised to 
cover all these agreed points through Amendments in the Bill after it is approved by 
the Senate. The mover Senator Haseeb Khan and other members of NRS Committee 
did not object and agreed to pass the bill on the assurance of the Federal Minister 
I/C. He also referred to Senator Ishaq Dar’s suggestion regarding obtaining of NOC 
for the bill from all the provinces and the Chairman Committee advised the Acting 
CEO to expedite the replies from the Provinces.  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan 
requested the Chairman to direct the CEO to send reminders to the provinces for 
giving NOC to the amendments so that the bill can be passed and implemented 
throughout the country in shortest possible time. The Chairman Committee, after due 
deliberation, unanimously recommends that the Minister may move a bill to amend 
the Act of DRAP in light of the agreed amendments as early as possible as was 
promised before the House at the time of passage of DRAP Bill in the Senate.  
Considering the importance of these amendments, the Committee also recommends 
to place bill consisting of these amendments in the current sessions of the National 
Assembly and the Senate. 

 
Report of the Senate Standing Committee on National Regulations and Services 
regarding “Amendments in DRAP Act, 2012. (laid before the House on 8th Oct, 
2012) 

 
• Sixth Meeting:-   The sixth meeting of the Committee was held on 24th January, 

2013 regarding “to update the NRS Committee on the progress of NOC from 
Provinces and let the Committee know the efforts made in this regard and Present 
functioning of NRS Ministry in relation to Drug Regulatory Authority Act, 2012 
especially in relation to licensing, registration and pricing”.  In this meeting Senator 
Abdul Haseeb Khan criticized the non-serious attitude of Ministry regarding 
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obtaining of NOC from the Provinces for the proposed 14 amendments in recently 
passed DRAP Act. The whole Committee has shown their dis-satisfaction over the 
issue. After a hot debated discussion it was decided by the Committee that NRS 
Ministry should make strenuous efforts to obtain the NOC from provinces and in the 
meantime within eight day, the proposed amendments be moved in both of the 
Houses, as sufficient representation from the provinces is available here. The 
discussion was made on functioning of National Regulations and Services Ministry 
in relation to Drug Regulatory Authority Act 2012, licensing, registration and the 
pricing of various drugs under the DRAP Act. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan once 
again criticized the delay in recruitment of the CEO. He emphasized that recruitment 
of the CEO be made without further delay strictly accordingly to the originally 
drafted DRAP Bill or as per the proposed amendments. The Committee unanimously 
decided to nominate Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan as their representative in CEO 
DRAP Selection Committee and all other DRAP Policy formulation committees of 
the Ministry of NRS. 
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• Seventh Meeting:-  The next meeting of the Committee was held on 13th Feb, 2013 
in which the overall issues of National Institute of Cardiovascular Diseases 
(NICVD), Karachi remained under discussion.  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan talked 
about the past and present history of the NICVD. He said that an Institute of such 
extreme importance has been kept deprived of its ownership after its devolution 
through 18th Amendment and no governing body meeting has been held for the last 
two years. Prof. Khan Shah Zaman, the Executive Director of NICVD gave a 
detailed briefing on the Institute. The Institute meets its financial requirements 
through self generated funds, foreign donations and the grants previously from 
Federal Government and presently from the Provincial Government of Sindh. 
Executive Director, NICVD, Karachi explained that 9 letters have been written to 
President, Prime Minister and all other concerned authorities requesting them for 
reconsideration of status of the Institute. As the matter is of serious nature the 
Institute is looking after a large number of patients of heart diseases and most of 
them belong to poor class and the Institute is facing great hardship to meet with its 
day to day affairs and also in providing the best possible services/treatment to the 
patients. It has been decided that the meeting of the Governing Body of the available 
members should be convened within fourteen days; two honourable members of the 
Standing Committee on NRS namely Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan and Senator 
Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana will also attend the meeting of the Governing 
Body of management as Observers. The Governing Body will point out all the 
practical difficulties, hardships and other problems being faced by the Institute and 
would suggest their solutions. 

 
• Eighth Meeting:-   The Committee held its eighth meeting on 11th March, 2013 on 

“Pricing mechanism adopted by DRAP, obtaining of NOC from the provinces 
pertaining to DRAP amendments and Discussion on the DRAP amendments which 
were supposed to be laid in both the Houses within eight days as decided by the NRS 
Committee in its meeting held on 24-1-2013”. In this meeting Senator Abdul Haseeb 
Khan said that the pricing is quite an old issue and this problem has persisting since 
the time of Ministry of Health. The structure of price fixation has been ruined due to 
absence of any pricing formula and non-professional behavior of MOH. The matter 
has become quite intensified which can be proved from the fact that the deaths and 
incident in the government hospitals also happens due to illogical price fixation of 
medicines. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said that after the promulgation of Drug Act 
as an independent and transparent authority, it is the responsibility of DRAP to 
formulate pricing policy immediately. It was decided by the Committee that the 
Chairman of PPMA and Pharma Bureau should also be invited so that the members 
of the Committee are apprised with their views on the matter. Senator Haseeb Khan 
said that International laws are same and it is mandatory for both of them to follow 
the cGMP.  The Committee of NRS is convinced that the representatives of PPMA 
and PB were unable to justify their version “ONE MOLECULE ONE PRICE”. The 
pricing issue of the medicines also discussed in very detail in the meeting.   
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   In this meeting JS NRS informed that despite of our best efforts, the NOC 
has been received from Sindh and Balochistan Province only whereas the same is 
still awaited from KPK, Punjab and Gilgit-Baltistan provinces. Senator Abdul 
Haseeb Khan emphasized that we should pass the bill from Senate if National 
Assembly is dissolved because we cannot afford much to wait keeping in view the 
importance of the matter. He criticized the role of NRS Ministry for not 
implementing the Standing Committee decisions. The Ministry however, by taking 
notice of the issue decided to nominate Mr. Muhammad Arshad Khan as Focal 
Person who will timely convey the implementation status of all decisions of SSC on 
NRS.  In the ANY OTHER ITEM of the meeting Senator Haseeb Khan requested 
the Chairman NRS Committee to take serious note of very casual attitude of 
Ministry NRS in respect of the “Appointments of CEO of DRAP, the Representative 
of Homoeopathic on Policy Board and Mr. Asad Pervez Qureshi’s homoeopathic 
case.  Secretary N.R.S. said that we will sort it out and the Committee will be 
conveyed the latest update in due course of time. 
 
The Pakistan Psychological Council Bill, 2013 moved by Senator Muhammad 
Adeel, in the Senate in its sitting held on 11th March, 2013, upon introduction the 
said Bill stood referred to the Standing Committee on NRS for consideration and 
submission of its report within three days. 
 

• Ninth Meeting:- The Committee held its ninth meeting on 8th April, 2013 as 
Briefing on the implementation status of recommendations made by the Standing 
Committee in the last meeting, to consider and finalize the draft of Pricing Policy, 
2013 for onward approval of DRAP Policy Board, The reason for not advertising the 
post of Chief Executive Officer of DRAP although the NRS Committee was 
constantly reminding the Ministry for immediate appointment of its CEO, hurdles 
being faced by the Ministry in respect of issuance of NOC.  After detailed 
deliberations the Committee made following recommendations:- 
 

 The Ministry of NRS would present a list of price increase during seven 
months i.e. from August, 2012 to February, 2013 in the next meeting. 

 The Ministry of NRS should not take any action unless a proper technical 
advisory committee got constituted and a mechanism for implementation 
of DRAP Act, 2012 would get finalized in respect of Nature / OTC 
product and that too in a meeting of NRS Committee. 

 The Committee decided that the recommendations of the Senate Standing 
Committee meeting dated 11th March, 2013, communicated by Senator 
Abdul Haseeb Khan, vide his letter No. 663 dated, 26th March, 2013 
should be included / incorporated in the Draft of Pricing Policy. 

 The advertisement for the appointment of the CEO should be materialized 
without further delay.    

 
• Tenth Meeting:-  The tenth meeting of the Committee was held on 22nd April, 2013 

on the Proposed Mechanism for implementation of DRAP Act for alternative 
medicines and OTC products, Accounts Balance sheet duly audited in the last three 
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years of National Councils for Homeopathy, Accounts Balance sheet duly audited 
for Tib and status of elections. After detailed deliberation the Committee made 
following recommendations:- 
 

 The Committee proposed to consult Indian or U.S mechanism while 
dealing with enlistment list. 

 Quacks and fake companies should be banned and penalized accordingly. 
 Before finalizing rules relating to Alternative Medicines / OTC, the 

Ministry of NRS should discuss the same with the Senate NRS Committee 
and the stakeholders. 

 The Ministry of NRS would brief the Committee about the shortcoming 
vis a vis enlistment form/fee. 

 The Committee opined to form committees comprised of government 
representatives, technical experts and concerned stakeholders to establish 
a comprehensive plan for enlisting Alternative Medicines / OTC Products. 

 
• Eleventh Meeting:-   The eleventh meeting of the Committee was held on 7th May, 

2013 regarding “Progress on the decisions made during the various Committee 
meetings, Finalization of Pricing Formula in light of Proposals of PPMA, PB and 
NRS Committee, Appointment of Chief Executive Officer (CEO), Appointment of 
Director and various Committee Members to run the newly created Division of 
OTC/Natural Products at DRAP.  After the detailed discussion following 
recommendations were made:- 
 

 The post of CEO will be advertised on the following day. 
 In order to probe embezzlement in the drug pricing structure, it was 

recommended that the list of 37 registered medicines should be sent to the 
FIA/NAB for inquiry. 

 Timely delivery of working paper to the standing committee needed to be 
ensured in future. 

 The scrutiny of 500 medicine companies in Pakistan should be done on the 
basis of CGMP compliance. 

 The Ministry of National Regulations and Services was directed to form a 
CGMP compliance committee forthwith. 

 
• Twelfth Meeting:-  The twelfth meeting of the Committee was held on 22nd May, 

2013 on “To finalize the different issues with reference to Drug Pricing Formula, 
Formation of Committee for inspection and certification for cGMP compliance, 
OTC/Natural Products formation of executive committee. After detailed discussion 
on the issues the Committee made the following useful recommendations:- 
 

 To move a Privilege Motion in the upcoming Senate Session against the 
false propaganda of price hike in drugs being carried out by the Acting 
Chairman, PPMA, Mr. Nasir M. Qureshi in the Media. 

 That the cGMP compliance committee comprising of professionals and 
experts in the related specialization be constituted immediately. 
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 To ensure prequalification of manufactures for supply of medicine in 
Government Hospitals and Institutions. 

 To finalize Pricing Formula on the basis of “Quality medicine at 
affordable price”. 

 To form an advisory committee for OTC herbal medicines comprising of 
equal representation from provinces and other stakeholders/experts. 

 To finalize U.S pharmacopoeia for herbal medicines. 
 To finalize standard operating procedures (SoPs) for manufacturing, 

Storage, transportation and Sales. 
 
• Thirteenth Meeting:-  The Committee held its thirteenth meeting on 23rd July, 2013   

in which committee stressed upon for cGMP compliance committee and also hold 
discussion on pricing formula on the basis of “Quality medicines at affordable 
price”, Secondly on the enlistment process of Alterative Medicines and progress. 
Besides these issues the committee also discussed criteria / procedure of registration 
of Doctors and recruitment of employees in the Council. After detail discussion the 
Committee made the following recommendations:- 
 

 The Committee recommended to form a complete Policy Board but on the 
basis of terms and conditions mentioned in the DRAP Act 2012. 

 All necessary measures should be taken to obtain NOC from the provinces 
for the amendments in the DRAP act 2012. 

 The Appointment of CEO should be done on priority basis. 
 Formation of cGMP compliance Committee should be done on urgent 

basis. 
 PM&DC elections held in Balochistan should not be considered as null 
and void. 

 The Committee decided to constitute a sub-committee to discuss matters 
related to PM&DC. 

 
• Fourteenth Meeting:- The Committee held its thirteenth meeting on 18th 

September, 2013, in which discussion made on the DRAP (Amendment) Bill, 2013 
and Pakistan Pharmacy Council Bill 2013.  In this meeting the committee was told 
that Policy Board has been formed in the light of DRAP ACT, 2012.  The following 
recommendations were made in the meeting:- 

 
 Documents which were sent to the Provincial Governments for seeking 
NOC for the amendments in the DRAP Act, 2012 should be sent to the 
Standing Committee soon. 

 The Ministry should ensure timely formation of cGMP compliance 
committee and pricing formula. 

 
• Fifteenth Meeting:-  The Committee held its fifteenth meeting on 24-10-2013, in 

which discussion was made on burning issue of Dengue virus particularly in the area 
of Malakand due to which several people have been effected. Secondly the issues of 
Sheikh Zayed Hospital, Lahore and NICVD, Jinnah and NICH hospital Karachi.  
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After thorough discussion the following recommendation were passed by the 
Committee:- 

 
 It was recommended that devolution being a serious matter should be dealt 
on priority and all stakeholders needed to be on board in the 
implementation stage.  In this regard, a sub-Committee will be constituted 
soon. 

 The Committee members recommended that medical students should be 
entertained in medical institutes without discrimination. 

 In the best interest of patients and hospitals, it was suggested that these 
hospitals be given back to the Federal Government. 

 After Committees findings and recommendations, it was suggested that 
the matter be sent in the Senate House, to the Prime Minister and Council 
of Common Interests if needed. 

 
• Sixteenth Meeting:-  The Committee held its fifteenth meeting on 24-10-2013, in 

which final discussion on DRA (Amendment) Bill, 2013 and Pakistan Pharmacy 
Council Bill 2013 was made.  In this meeting a notice on increase of medicines was 
also taken and the attention was drawn to the huge increase.  As a result PM also 
issued directive to withdraw increase made in prices.  The Ministry also assured 
about the immediate finalization of pricing formula.  The Committee made the 
following recommendation:- 

 
 Pricing policy may be finalized as early as possible in consultation with all 
stakeholders in the light of the recommendations of the NRS Committee 
for consideration and debate by the Standing Committee. 

 Tax on import of machinery for health sector / manufacturers be exempted 
alongwith the reduction in power and gas tariffs in order to reduce the 
prices of drugs. 

 The Government may take concrete for investment in the Health Sector / 
Industry by giving special relief to the Investors. 

 
• Seventeenth Meeting:-   The Committee held its fifteenth meeting on 8th January, 

2014 in which briefing on National Council for Homeopathy and College of 
Physicians and Surgeons working / performance, responsibilities, their budgets / 
audit and recruitment procedure of employees of both the Institutions was made and 
attention toward                  mal-practice, irregularities  was drawn in the department.  
The Committee made the following recommendations:- 

 
 It was decided to form a Committee wherein experts from the concerned 
quarters including CPSP, HEC and PMDC should be called to formulate a 
strategy to enhance coordination amongst all. 

 It was recommended that the proposed Committee would make 
amendments in the rules of these autonomous bodies if needed be. 

 A separate room should be allocated for Homeopathy and Tib patients in 
the Government Hospital. 
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 The Committee further directed that grievances of the stakeholders be 
submitted to the Ministry and Committee in writing. 

 The PM&DC should consult courts within a week for the sake of 
interpretation of “status quo” as it was creating unnecessary delays”. 

 
• Eighteenth Meeting:-   The Committee held its eighteenth meeting on 30th January, 

2014 regarding update progress by the Ministry and its concerned departments on 
the recommendations made in the last meeting of the Committee held on 8th January, 
2014 in the Parliament House, Islamabad. Update progress on the Pricing Formula. 
To discuss the salary issue of the Health System Strengthening Programme (HSSP), 
employees who have been waiting for their outstanding salaries since January 2013. 
Briefing on Pakistan Nursing Council, Islamabad and Briefing on Pharmacy Council 
of Pakistan. After the detailed deliberations the Committee made the following 
recommendations:- 

 
 It was decided to call an in-camera meeting to review Pricing Formula. 
 The report-findings of the committees formulated in compliance with the 
recommendations of the Standing Committee’s meeting held on 8th 
January, 2014 be submitted to the Committee in the next meeting. 

 It was decided that while reviewing the pricing formula, Generic medicine 
policy would also be discussed. 

 Mr. Sharafat Zia’s case should be solved within ten days. The report be 
sent to the Committee also. 
 

• Nineteenth Meeting:-  The nineteenth meeting of the Committee was held on 20th 
March, 2014 in which the Pricing Formula of the Drugs/Medicines thoroughly 
discussed and the Committee made the following recommendations:- 

 
 There should be strict control over the prices of the Essential Drugs. 
 The Principle of Capping should be adopted to control the price of un-
regulated drugs. 

 There should be a difference, not less than 30 percent, between the prices 
of the Branded drugs and Me-too drugs. There should be a clear 
distinction regarding the prices of the DMF quality drugs and the non-
DMF quality drugs. 

 Copies of the proposed formula for the control of the prices of the drugs 
should be provided to the Committee. 

 One percent of the Revenue of the pharmaceutical companies should be 
utilized in establishing the mechanism for the quality control. 

 
Report of the Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination on “The Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (Amendment) Bill, 2013 
laid in the House. 
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• Twentieth Meeting:-  The twentieth meeting of the Committee was held on 9th 
April, 2014 regarding “to update the progress on recommendations of the Committee 
in their meetings during 29th November, 2012 to 30th January, 2014. To discuss the 
proposal of Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja regarding introduction of “Generic 
Medicine Policy”. To discuss the progress and requirements of Registration of 
Medicines. Steps taken by the PMDC in capacity of an autonomous body so far to 
safeguard the interests of Medical profession, after enactment of 18th Constitutional 
Amendment. After the detailed deliberations the Committee made the following 
recommendations:- 

 
 The Minister, National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination 
assured the Committee that the implementation process would be done in 
line with the Article 3, 5 & 9 of the DRAP Act, 2012 within one or two 
months and there would not be any further delay. 

 A strong coordination is needed between the provinces for registration of 
pharmaceutical companies. 

 The TORs of the DRAP reforms committee would soon be shared with the 
Senate Committee Members. 

 Regarding Generic Medicines, the Ministry would submit a detailed brief 
of every aspect of the generic drugs including its usage in other countries 
in the next meeting. 

 Elections of PMDC be held possible within a timeframe of presidential 
ordinance and all conflicting issues should be resolved within the period. 

 The formulation of Drug Regulatory Authority Board should be made on 
priority. 

 Considering the future of students instead of closure, medical colleges 
should be categorized on the basis of grading.  

 The government should devise standard operating procedures for the 
medical colleges. 

 
• Twenty First Meeting:-  The Committee held its twenty first meeting on 14th May, 

2014 regarding the Briefing on Pharmacy Council of Pakistan and National T.B 
Control Programme, Islamabad.  

 
 The Committee recommended Secretary, Ministry of National Health 
Services Regulations and Coordination to take keen interest in the matter 
of Sharafat Zia and solve it at the earliest. 

 All the Homeopathic colleges should be allowed to issue certificates as it 
is a matter of student’s future. 

 The Committee recommended that the issue of PM&DC should be 
resolved at the earliest and a detailed report should be presented to the 
Committee soon. 

 The Pharmacy Council Bill be placed in the House soon. 
 It was recommended to give National Award to the team of National T.B. 
Control programme. 
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 A considerable amount should be placed in the next budget 2015-2016 for 
National T.B. Control Programe to meet its financial requirements. 
 

• Twenty second Meeting:- The Committee held its twenty second meeting on 29th 
October, 2014 regarding detail about appointment of CEO, DRAP and issue of 
Pricing Formula of Drugs / Medicines.  The Committee made the following 
recommendation:- 
 

 The degree of D.G. Health should be sent to H.E.C. for verification. 
 The appointment of C.E.O, DRAP should be made as soon as possible. 

 The Committee stressed on expediting the case regarding Pricing Formula.  

 The Committee recommended that Ministry should lay “DRAP 
Amendment Bill, 2013” and “Pharmacy Council Bill, 2013” without 
further delay. 

 It was recommended that availability of Victoza in Pakistan should be 
ensured. 

 The Ministry should handle the case of Mr. Sharafat Zia with 
cautiousness. 

 The Secretary assured the Committee that a detailed report regarding all 
matters of the Homeopathic Council be sent to the Committee soon. 

 
 

 
Sd/- 

( Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah ) 
Chairman 

Islamabad  
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COMPOSITION OF SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL 
HEALTH SERVICES, REGULATIONS & COORDINATION 

 

 

Sr. No.   Name 

 
1.  Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah    Chairman 

2.  Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas    Member  

3.  Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen    Member 

4.  Senator Sabir Ali Baloch    Member 

5.  Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin   Member 

6.  Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen   Member 

7.  Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil    Member 

8.  Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen   Member 

9.  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 

10.  Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 

11.  Senator Heman Dass     Member 

12.  Senator Gulzar Ahmed Khan    Member 
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SYED ZAFAR ALI SHAH 
         Chairman 

 
 

 

Tenure:       March 2009 to March 2015                                                      
Province:                  Punjab  
Party:        Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N) Ex-MNA              
Seat Description:      General                                                                
Designation:      Senator  
Personal Information 
Contact Detail  
Mobile Number:      0333-5202949, 0321-5874849     
Email:     syed.zafar.alishah@senate.gov.pk                                   
Gender:    Male  
Home Address:   H.No.3, St-41-B, G-7/4,7th Avenue Islamabad.  
Political Career:  
 
Syed Zafar Ali Shah is a Senator from Punjab Province (12-03-2009 to 11-03-2015).  He is                     
ex-MNA and a senior Lawyer of Supreme Court of Pakistan.  He holds the portfolio of 
Chairman, Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination.  He is also member of the following standing committees:- 

1. Housing and Works. 

2. Information and Broadcasting. 

3. Law and Justice and human rights. 
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FARHAT ABBAS  

  

 
Position:  Senator 
Party Affiliation:  Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P)  
Seat Description:  Women  

Gender:  Female  
Province:  Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  
Contact Detail Office Number: 091-2213262  
Home Number: 091-2213262 
Mobile Number: 0300-9037188 
Fax Number: 051-2254327  
Email: farhat.abbas@senate.gov.pk 
Local Address: J-008, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address: H.No.49, Madina Street, Ishrat Cinema Road, Gulbahar 

Colony No.4, Peshawar. 
Committee(s): 
 - National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination 
 - Information Technology and Telecommunication 
 - Housing and Works 
 - Functional Committee on Human Rights 
 
Tenure: March 2009 to March 2015 
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ALMAS PARVEEN 
 

 
Position:  Senator 
Party Affiliation:  Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P)  
Seat Description: 
Gender:  Female 
Province:  Sindh 
Home Number:  021-2533878 
Mobile Number:  0333-2238715 
Email:  almas.parveen@senate.gov.pk 
Local Address:  E-211, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad. 
Permanent Address:  H.No.2431, Gulistan Baloch House, Shah Baig Line, 

Moosa Chaudhry Road, Lyari, Karachi. 
 
Committee(s): 

- Functional Committee on Government Assurances  
- National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination  
- Science and Technology  
- Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage  

 
Tenure:  March 2009 to March 2015 
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SABIR ALI BALOCH 
(Deputy Chairman Senate of Pakistan) 

 

 
Position:  Senator 
Party Affiliation:  Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P)  
Seat Description:  General  
Gender:  Male  
Province:  Balochistan 
Contact Detail Office Number: 051-9213583 051-9223482-83  
Home Number: 021-5371383, 0855-6217999  
Mobile Number: 0300-3482879  
Email: sabir.ali.baloch@senate.gov.pk  
Local Address: F-403, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address: H.No.209-B, West Wind, Clifton, Block 2, Karachi. 
Committee(s):  

-Senate House Committee (Chairperson Committee) 
-Defence  
-National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination  
-Ports and Shipping  
-Petroleum and Natural Resources  
-Finance Committee  

Academic Career: 
Qualification:  B.A  
 
Additional Information:  

President, District Punjgoor, PPP: (1973-1975) 
President Makran Division, PPP: (1975-1980) 
Vice President Balochistan, PPP: (1980-) 
Member Provincial Assembly (MPA: 1973-1977)
Member Provincial Assembly (MPA: 1977-1977)
Member Provincial Assembly (MPA: 1988-1990)
Minister: (1988-1989)    

 Tenure:  March 2009 to March 2015 
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SURIYA AMIRUDDIN 
 

Position:  Senator 
Party Affiliation:  Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P)  
Seat Description:  Women 
Gender:  Female  
Province:  Balochistan 
Contact Home Number: 081-2441882  
Fax Number: 081-2441882 
Mobile Number: 0300-3887714  
Email: suriya.amiruddin@senate.gov.pk  
Local Address: H-12, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.   
Permanent Address: H.No.215-J, Block No.4, Satellite Town, Quetta.  
Committee(s):  

‐National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination  
‐Housing and Works  
‐Inter-Provincial Coordination  
‐Functional Committee on Human Rights  

Academic Career: 
Qualification:  M.A Political Science from University of Balochistan, Quetta, 

Pakistan. 
M.Ed.from University of Balochistan, Quetta, Pakistan.  
B.Ed.from University of Balochistan, Quetta, Pakistan.  
LL.B. University Law College Quetta.  
B.A Karachi University  
Certificate from National Defense University (for National 
Security) 

 Tenure:  March 2009 to March 2015 
 
Additional Information:  
Visited Countries 

U.K.  
USA 
India 
UAE 
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Saudi Arabia 
China 
Dubai  
Kingdom of Thailand  
 
 
 

Other Information 
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WORK EXPERIENCE:  
*Educationist since 1972 
*Principal Zeb Public Model School since 1992 
DESIGNATION: 
*Senator, Pakistan Peoples Party  
*Provincial Information Secretary *Pakistan Peoples Party in Balochistan.  
*Member Human Rights Commission of Pakistan H.R.C.P since 08-12-1991.  
*Councilor for six years and elected Vice Chairman for three years Balochistan 
*Chapter since 2006 to 2009. (Life time member)  
*Master Trainer of National Democratic Institute of Pakistan (NDI).  
*Chairperson Rotary club of cosmopolitan Quetta. 
*Chairperson National Trust for Population Islamabad.  
*Member Senate Standing Committee on Social Welfare and Special Education Islamabad. 
*Member Senate Standing Committee on Women Development.  
*Member Senate Standing Committee on Human Rights.  
*Member Senate Standing Committee on Government Assurance.  
*Member Aurat Foundation of Quetta.  
*Member Senate Standing Committee on Education.  
*Ex-Chairperson Inner Wheel District 327, Pakistan.  
*Counselor India Pakistan Peoples Forum for Democracy.  
*Information Secretary Helpers Association of Pakistan .  
*National Representative Inner Wheel district 327, Pakistan  
*Treasure Senior citizen Association Balochistan.  
VOLUNTEER WORK: 
*Provincial Information Secretary Pakistan Peoples Party Women Wing Balochistan.  
*Vice-Chairperson Human Rights Commission of Pakistan, Balochistan Chapter (HRCP). 
*Master Trainer of the National Democratic Institute for International Affairs(NDI)  
*Councilor South Asian Human Rights Pakistan, Quetta Chapter  
*President Rotary Club Cosmopolitan, Quetta.  
*Councilor India Pakistan Peoples Forum for Peace and Democracy Pakistan.  
*Treasure all Balochistan Women Political Forums, Balochistan from 1992 on wards.  
*Ex Chairperson Inner Wheel District 327 Pakistan.  
*Ex. Director Private Educational Institute Alliance Quetta.  
*Ex. Vice President All Balochistan Private School Association of Quetta.  
*Information Secretary Helpers Association of Pakistan, Quetta.  
*Chairperson Zeb Public Welfare Society Quetta.  
*Information Secretary Pakistan Peoples Party Women Wing since 1985 on words.  

President, District Punjgoor, PPP: (1973-1975) 
President Makran Division, PPP: (1975-1980) 
Vice President Balochistan, PPP: (1980-) 
Member Provincial Assembly (MPA: 1973-1977)
Member Provincial Assembly (MPA: 1977-1977)
Member Provincial Assembly (MPA: 1988-1990)
Minister: (1988-1989)  
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KHALIDA PARVEEN 
 

 
Position:  Senator 
Party Affiliation:  Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P) 
Seat Description:  Women 
Gender:  Female 
Province:  Punjab 
Office Number:  051-9223526 
Mobile Number:  0300-5052741,0336-6080117  
Local Address:  E-112, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address:  Madni Town, Kot Addu(City) District, Muzaffar Garh. 
 
Committee(s): - National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination  

- Science and Technology  
- Water and Power  
- Functional Committee on Problems of Less Developed 
Areas  
 

Tenure:   March 2012 to March 2018  
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FARAH AQIL 
 

 
Position:  Senator 
Party Affiliation:  Awami National Party (ANP) 
Seat Description:  Women 
Gender:  Female  
Province:  Khyberpakhtunkhwa 
Home Number:  091-5270182, 5274304 
Mobile Number:  0301-8593029 
Email:  farah.aqil@senate.gov.pk  
Local Address:  E-402, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address:  Greens Hotel, Sadder Road, Peshawar Cantt.  
 
Committee(s): - Inter-Provincial Coordination (Chairperson Committee) 

- National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination  
- Science and Technology  
- Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage  
 

Tenure:  March 2009 to March 2015  
 
Achievements: 
Qualification:  M.A (Psychology)  
 
Additional Information: -MPA (ANP) 2002-2001 

-APWA Peshawar a.sec.2006-2008 
-Legislative Watch Group (Aurat Foundation) Member 
2005-2008 
-Hamdard Shoora Group warden (Ladies wing) pf civil 
defense
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KALSOOM PARVEEN 
 

 
Position:  Senator 
Party Affiliation:  Balochistan National Party Awami (BNP-A) 
Seat Description:  Women  
Gender:  Female  
Province:  Balochistan 
Contact Detail  
Home Number: 051-9223897, 081-2855644  
Mobile Number: 0320-4797424, 0300-8383864  
Email: kalsoom.perveen@senate.gov.pk  
Local Address: E-206, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad  
Permanent Address: Qasre-Gul, H.No.5, St-5, Faisal Town, Brewery Road, 
Quetta. Committee(s):  

-Cabinet Secretariat (Chairperson Committee) 
-National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination  
-Inter-Provincial Coordination  
-Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics and 
Privatization  
-Senate House Committee  
-Senate Library Committee  
-Select Committee  

Academic Career: 
Qualification:  M.Phil (History) 
Additional Information:  

Other Information: 
Supervising educational & Technical school established in rural areas in Balochistan.  
These institutions provide basic education & technical skills to the 5000 poor students. 
 School for beggar boys in Quetta which provide skill development. 

   
 Tenure:  March 2009 to March 2015 
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         ABDUL HASEEB KHAN      

 
Name      Abdul Haseeb Khan  
Tenure     March 2009 to March 2015  
Province     Sindh  
Party      Mutahidda Qaumi Movement (MQM)  
Seat Description    General  
Designation     Senator  
Contact Detail:  
Home Number:   021-4553293, 4388727  
Mobile Number:   0300-8269200  
Fax Number:    021-5050505  
Email:     abdul.haseeb.khan@senate.gov.pk  
Gender:    Male  
Local Address:    109-G, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address:   H.No.43-3-B, PECHS, Block-6, Karachi.  
Political Career:  
Committee (s):  

-National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination  
-Information Technology and Telecommunication  
-Commerce and Textile Industry  
-Industries and Production  
-Employees Welfare Fund  
 

Additional Information: 
Other Information: 

Diploma of Associate Engineer in Electrical Technology (Graduation) 
Manufacturers of Medicine (BPL), President & C.E.O Brookes 
Pharmaceutical Lab. (Pak.) Ltd. (1984 To date 
Karachi Tanks Terminal, C.E.O: (1978-1983) 
Molasses Export Company, Terminal Manager: (1969-1978) 
Pakistan Tandage, Terminal Manager: (1967-1969) 
Pakistan Oxygen Ltd., Sales Demonstrator: (1965-1967) 
Haji Dossa Neutral Gum, Supervisor: (1964-1965) 
Pakistan Pharmaceutical Education foundation, President. 
Brookes Health & Education Foundation, President. 
Pakistan Pharmaceutical Manufacturers Association, Chairman: (1995-
1996) 
Korangi Association of Trade & Industry, Chairman: (2004-2005) 
Kite Development & Management Co. , C.E.O. (2005-to date) 
Karachi University, Syndicate Member: (2008-2011) 
Baqai Medical University Governing Body, Member: (to date) 
Karachi Institute of Heart Diseases Governing Body, Member: (to date)  
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Karachi Medical & Dental College Governing Body, Member: (to date) 
Hamdard University Academic Council, Member: (to date)  

 
 
 

 
                                KARIM AHMED KHAWAJA 

 

 
Position:  Senator 
Party Affiliation:  Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P)  
Seat Description:  General 
Gender:  Male  
Province:  Sindh 
Contact Detail:  
Home Number:  021-32231122  
Mobile Number:  0301-2265637  
Gender:  Male 
Local Address:  J-002, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address:  D-7, Hashoo Garden, Garden East, Chestnest street,  
 Opp to Zoo Garden, East Karachi.  
 
 
Committee(s): 
 - National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination  
 - Science and Technology  
 - Commerce and Textile Industry  
 - Senate Library Committee  
 - Defence Production  
 
Tenure:  March 2012 to March 2018  
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HEMAN DASS     

 
Name:      Heman Dass  
Tenure:      March 2009 to March 2015  
Province:      Balochistan  
Party:       Jamiatul-Ulema-e-Islam (F) (JUI-F)  
Seat Description:     Non Muslim  
Designation:      Senator  
Oath Taking Date:    12-03-2012  
Personal Information:  
Father's Name:     Gayan Chand  
Contact Detail:  
Home Number:    0838-711133  
Mobile Number:    0300-3709226, 0300-3706558  
Gender:     Male  
Local Address:     E-101, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address:  Dilep Medical Store, Quetta Road Dera Murad 

Jamali, District Nasirabad.  
Political Career:  
Committee (s):  
 

-National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination  
-Federal Education and Professional Training  
-Planning Development and Reform  
-Functional Committee on Human Rights  
 

Academic Career  
Additional Information  
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GULZAR AHMAD KHAN    
 
Name      Gulzar Ahmad Khan  
Tenure     March 1991 to March 1994  
Province     Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  
Party      People's Democratic Alliance  
Seat Description    General  
Designation     Senator  
Oath Taking Date   21-03-1991  
Personal Information  
Contact Detail  
Office Number   0529-3752  
Home Number   051-812745/815739  
Gender    Male  
Local Address    H. No. 26, St. No. 56, F-7/4, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address    DERA ISMAIL KHAN 11-The Mall, D. I. Khan.  
Political Career    Academic Career  
additional Information  
Other Information 

A landlord, a social worker and an advocate by training and 
practice, Mr. Gulzar Ahmad Khan was born at Dera Ismail Khan 
on 5 July, 1935. After having obtained a Bachelor's degree from 
Peshawar University he opted for law education and earned an 
L.L.B degree from Anjuman-e-Hamayat-e-Islam College, 
Lahore. He is a member of the District Bar Associations of D.I. 
Khan and Lahore and also that of the Lahore High Court Bar 
Association. 
 
Mr. Gulzar Ahmed Khan is a committed social worker and takes 
keen interest in the welfare of the people of his area. He has 
established a number of free dispensaries in the far flung areas of 
the D.I. Khan District which are catering to the demand of the 
local population. 
 
He started his political career in early 1960s when he was elected 
as a member and then chairman of the local union council in the 
basic democracies. He is affiliated with the Pakistan Peoples 
Party and has been Special Assistant to the Prime Minister with 
the status of a Federal Minister in 1989-90. 
 
He has been to the USA and a number of countries of Europe, 
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Middle East and the Far East. 
 
He was elected to the Senate in March 1991 for six years. 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL REGULATIONS AND SERVICES (NRS) HELD ON 24TH JULY, 2012 AT 
10:30 A.M. IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO. 4, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, ISLAMABAD. 

First meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Regulations and Services 
(NRS) was held on 24th July, 2012 at 10:30 a.m. in Committee Room No.4, Parliament House, 
Islamabad with Honourable Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah as the Chairman. 

2. The following Members attended the meeting: 

 (i) Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja    Member 
(ii) Senator Farhat Abbas      Member 
(iii) Senator Suriya Amiruddin     Member 
(iv) Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen    Member 
(v) Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan     Member 
(vi) Senator Heman Dass      Member 
(vii) Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan     Ex-Officio 
 Minister for National Regulations & Services  Member 
 

3. The agenda of the meeting was as under: 
a. Briefing on Role, Functions, Responsibilities, Budget allocation as well as details 

of employees of the Ministry of National Regulations and Services and its 
attached/Sub-ordinate Departments. 

b. Detail about hurdles/difficulties being faced by the Ministry since its birth. 
c. To consider the Bill titled, “The Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan, 2012” 

moved by Hon’ble Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan in the sitting of the Senate on 30th 
April, 2012. 

d. Any other item with permission of the Chair. 
 

4. The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan. 
The Chairman of the Committee, Syed Zafar Ali Shah welcomed the participants of the meeting. 
Thereafter, the Members of the Committee and functionaries of the State introduced themselves. 
The Chairman at the outset of the meeting remarked that it is for the first time that the 
Committee has heard the name of Ministry of National Regulations and Services (MNRS). The 
Secretary Ministry, Mr. Imtiaz Enayat Elahi while giving a briefing to the Committee about its 
role, functions, budget and resource structure stated that after the devolution of Ministry of 
Health, it was found that some of the functions related to the devolved Ministry could not be sent 
to the provinces. It was decided by the Cabinet that those functions, some of them regulatory in 
nature, were brought together under a new Ministry called Ministry of NRS. The Chairman 
questioned as to why were those functions not devolved to the provinces. The Secretary Ministry 
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replied that throughout the world, regulatory functions are kept under the control of Federal 
Government as the Federal government introduces policies after talking to international agencies. 
For example, Pakistan’s Federal government has signed Millennium Development Goals 
(MDG’s) with the UN. He also said that in all big Federations in the world, as in America and 
India, national standards are maintained by the Federal government. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan 
added that the actual problem is that in case of four to five provinces in a country, one province 
will set a certain price of a medicine but the other province will make its own decision which 
will result in clash between the provinces. That is why, in 122 countries of the world, an 
independent Authority is created to regulate such matters. He questioned the Secretary Ministry 
about the process of creation of the new Ministry. The Secretary explained that Pakistan’s image 
abroad is very bad but only one profession is respected and that is of medical doctors who are 
working at important posts in the UK and America. That is why such institutions are kept under 
the Federal Government. He said that during the preliminary discussion it was decided that all 
regulatory functions should be given to this new Ministry but he said the main issue now is that 
Rules of Business of the Ministry have not been framed as yet. He also said that the mandate of 
the Ministry is also not clear. The Chairman of the Committee was informed that the Ministry 
was formed under a decision by the Cabinet and it was decided that some regulatory services of 
Health will be given under this Ministry which he said is a very lean Ministry. The Ministry is 
also facing the problems of manpower and budget. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan questioned as to 
what is the difference between the devolved Health Ministry and this new Ministry. The 
Secretary Ministry informed him that the Ministry of Health was a huge Ministry. Senator Abdul 
Haseeb Khan remarked that the new Ministry is a duplicate/replica of the previous Ministry of 
Health and he believes that there is a plan to widen its scope. The Senator emphasized that DRA 
was basically being made for bringing betterment in the devolved functions of Ministry of Health 
and that work should be done by this Authority but the Cabinet has instead established a new 
Ministry. The Secretary Ministry replied that the government can be told by the Senator to finish 
the Ministry. The present status he said is that the new Ministry is a small segment of the 
previous Health Ministry and national Policy dependent on the Ministry of Health. A fraction of 
the original Health Ministry is with the CADD and Cabinet. The issue of utmost importance the 
world over is that of public Health dealing with matters related to immunization, food security 
and contamination of water etc. The new Ministry is also looking after international Health 
functions related to WHO, UNICEF, quarantine issues and medical treatment abroad on 
government expenditure, Hajj medical affairs, Film Censor Board and provision of medial 
facilities to Federal Government employees. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan questioned the 
Secretary as to why Sheikh Zaid Hospital Lahore, Jinnah Hospital, Karachi have been kept under 
Federal control. The Federal Government was expected to make a DRA to regulate Health 
issues. He stated that the previous Committee on Health under the Chairpersonship of Senator 
Kalsoom Parveen tried its best for 3 years to improve the condition of hospitals at Quetta and 
Karachi but nothing fruitful came out. The Secretary Ministry replied that all hospitals have been 
devolved. He said that there are capacity issues in the hospitals like those of Shiekh Zaid 
Hospital Quetta. On development side he said that the Ministry has two very important projects: 
Federal Drugs Surveillance Laboratory and strengthening of National Control Authority and its 
independent Lab. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan recommended that the full Committee should visit 
the said Federal Drugs Surveillance Laboratory to analyse its system and working. He informed 
the Committee that this Laboratory was formed under the order of Supreme Court of Pakistan 
because there were a few reported cases of fake medicine. This Laboratory at Islamabad was 
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built with an expenditure of Rs.157 million but the equipment was packed later on. Being the 
Convener of the Special Committee on DRA, he said that he wanted to visit the said Lab as at 
that time, the Ministry of Health was not yet devolved. He had decided to visit the Laboratory at 
9 a.m. the next day but the night before he was told on phone by Chairman Senate not to visit the 
said Laboratory. 

5. The Chairman welcomed and congratulated the Minster, Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan on her 
arrival and on assuming the charge of the Ministry. The Minister stated that it was a great honour 
and Privilege for her as one of the colleagues of Parliamentarians/Legislators to work together. 
She said it is also a learning opportunity for her as a doctor/public representative. She said that 
after devolution, it is very important to have a result-oriented concrete road map for the much-
neglected sector of Health. She expressed the hope that invaluable input/guidelines of the 
Standing Committee and the Chairman Committee will provide a better road map. She said that 
she believed that the Standing Committee will prove to be real a strength and support for the new 
Ministry to address all core/pending issues/challenges. The Minster also stated that it cannot be 
denied that after devolution, the bureaucrats parked their favourite functions/institutions 
according to their sweet will, which resulted in injustice to the institutions retained by the 
Federal Government. The problem arose because no direction was decided for those institutions. 
The work was temporary assigned to Cabinet/CADD/IPC as this new Ministry was not present 
then. The world over, she said, Health is an integrated subject. After devolution, she said the 
provinces need capacity-building and orientation. This new Ministry aims for international 
coordination in health sector in all the provinces. She said that there was a need to have one-
window operation for donors as well as for the public sector initiatives. At the moment, the 
institutions are addressing Healthcare issues but each one of them is responsible to different 
forums. She stated that Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan’s concern is a valid concern. She said that it 
is right of the Senator to say that the appeal against Federal Drug Laboratory is with an appellant 
lab with attached with NIH due to which there is no coordination mechanism and no ministerial 
accountability. At the moment, she said that two different Ministries are looking at the sample 
tests which are benefitting the mafia compromising the mandate of the Ministry to ensure the 
quality of the medicines as per international standards. She said that the P.M. has also directed to 
create some networking between the Ministries which has not been achieved so far. She said that 
she has recommended that this networking assignment should be given to one entity only to 
improve the working mechanism and hold accountability. Similarly, she said the institutions 
scattered at the moment need political ownership because being the public representatives the 
politicians are answerable before the people of Pakistan and no bureaucrats stand in court of the 
people. She said that a bureaucrat heads the Cabinet and all institutions have been parked over 
there resulting in lack of accountability. She said that being a public representative, she is 
fighting this war and that the institutions should be taken out of from bureaucratic ownership and 
be given to public ownership to ensure transparency and fill out the gaps. She stated that the 
Committee should point out the shortcomings in this regard.  

6. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan informed the Committee that he has been working day and 
night for the past six months on issue of DRA and has been fighting the bureaucracy. He also 
said that day after tomorrow, his Privilege Motion against Secretary Cabinet, Ms. Nargis Sethi 
will be taken up by the Senate in its session. He said that under Article 144, permission from all 
four provinces is a must for formation of DRA and this permission was granted. He said that 
from day one, DRA has been abused. He referred to a Resolution passed in this regard by the 
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Sindh Assembly on authorizing the Parliament of Pakistan to enact a law regarding 
establishment of a Drug Regulatory Authority. This word “Authority” was trampled upon and 
abused by the bureaucracy, he said. The Senator further stated that he is thankful to the current 
Chairman Senate for cooperating with him regarding his Privilege Motion in the best interest of 
the nation. He also thanked the whole House for referring the Bill. He said that the whole 
Parliament’s Privilege has been breached knowingly and consciously by the bureaucracy. He 
said on 31st October, 2011, 26 Senators signed on a Call Attention Notice by him and after two 
days he tried to convince the House after which a Special Committee on DRA was formed on 2nd 
November, 2011 with 7 Senators as its Member, 1 each from every provinces and 1 each from 
FATA, Gilgit Baltistan and Director Azad Kashmir. The Committee worked day and night for 
the next 15 days and its Terms of Reference were finalized on 17th February. The first meeting of 
the Committee also took place on 17th February, 2012 and six more meetings were held by the 
Special Committee. The Supreme Court had ordered on 17th February to form a DRA through its 
suo-moto action and submit it the Court on the 17th February. The Special Committee had 
submitted the final Bill drafted by it on the 16th February to the President, P.M., Chief Justice 
and Cabinet Division with a very strong unanimous recommendation that “under no 
circumstances the Cabinet Division should bypass the Special Committee and make any 
alteration in the DRA Ordinance without the approval of Senate Special Committee”. The 
Special Committee focusses on “Authority” but the bureaucrats are interested in an Agency he 
said. The work of Agency is different from the Authority as an Authority is autonomous, 
transparent and independent. He said the whole House has been insulted by the steps taken by 
the bureaucracy regarding the Drug Authority. Out of the total seven Committee meetings on 
DRA he said the Secretary Cabinet Ms. Nargis Sethi came in only one meeting. The Members of 
the Special Committee had asked him as the Convener to move a Privilege Motion against her 
regarding her continuous absence in all six Committee meetings. The Privilege Motion was 
moved but then it was stopped. Another Privilege Motion moved by him had the same fate but 
the 3rd time his Privilege Motion was accepted which has been approved by the whole House. 
The bureaucracy headed by the Cabinet Secretary on the evening of 16th February got the 
Ordinance formulated by Cabinet under her supervision signed from the President. The Senator 
remarked that the said Ordinance was a fake Ordinance and named it “Nargis Sethi Ordinance” 
which was submitted to the Supreme Court the next day. The Senator also informed the 
Committee that an officer working in the President House, Dr. Sohail Siddique worked with him 
on the President’s vision of Health regarding Healthcare and Drug Regulatory Authority. Due to 
some developments the Senator said he had conveyed to the President that at present Healthcare 
should not be involved and first, a DRA should be made. Healthcare will be taken in the next 
stage, he told the President. The President got annoyed when he came to know that the 
Ordinance signed by him through Nargis Sethi was not the draft finalized by the Special 
Committee of the Senate. He said that WHO, FDA, ICH, Canadian government and his student, 
Sultan Ghani all worked together to form the best Ordinance. The Senator said that the Special 
Committee ended on 12th March after which his Private Bill on DRA was approved by the 
Senate. The Secretary Ministry said that observations being made by Senator Abdul Haseeb 
Khan are very valid. Senator Haseeb put on record that Ms. Nargis had come in one meeting just 
because the present Chairman Senate, Senator Nayyar Hussain Bukhari and Senator Ishaq Dar 
were also present in the said meeting. The Senator remarked that proper investigations should be 
carried out as per Privilege Motion moved by him and if found guilty, she should be sacked from 
her job due to her arrogance, pride and insult of the whole House as the Parliament is supreme 
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but bureaucracy believes that it is supreme. He directed the press also not to support the 
bureaucracy in such matters and support the public representatives. He also said that he is 
answerable for every word said by him. The Minster stated that the Senator was working in the 
national interest and was in the process of writing history of the related institutions. She said that 
he was fighting a war not for DRA but for provision and supply of better-quality cheap 
medicines to the public through a strong platform for the present and coming generations. She 
informed the Committee that on the very first day as a Minister of a new Ministry she had given 
him her commitment on the floor of the House that she was one of the legislators and in her 
presence as the Minister anything approved by the Senate and belonging to her Ministry will not 
be bull-dozed. She said that she analyzed both the Ordinances to see any gaps to rectify the 
situation. She said that the life of the Ordinance ended in June so the time period was extended 
for 120 days during the budget session and now we have time till October to take the Ordinance 
to the level of a comprehensive legislation. She said that the proposed amendments by Senator 
Abdul Haseeb Khan were put before the National Assembly Standing Committee which formed 
a Sub-Committee with a mandate to analyse both the Ordinances in order to give it a final shape 
of a unanimous Bill. She assured the Committee that the Ministry was also on the same page. 
Regarding the issue of Authority and Agency she said that from day one she had opposed the 
idea of Agency as people are already sick of Agencies. She said that consensus has been 
achieved on many points and only one or two points need further discussion with Senator Abdul 
Haseeb Khan. She firmly stated that we need help and support from the bureaucrats but we will 
not take dictation from them. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan stated that he is concerned with only 
two points. He objected that the Special Committee had made DRA Ordinance but new Ministry 
has enforced the fake Ordinance formulated by a bureaucrat. The Minister said that amendments 
are being made in it and recommended that an exclusive meeting should be held on these 
concerns. The Chairman endorsed her viewpoint. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said that the new 
Ministry is not a green on his two major points. 

7. The Secretary Ministry briefs the Committee about the Department working under it. 
Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan stated that only PMDC and Pakistan College of Physicians and 
Surgeons are working on merit and the rest of the organizations are in a very bad state of affair. 
The Secretary informed him that in whole world traditional and alternate medicines are being 
regulated and these institutions will be brought under the umbrella of DRA. He said that 
organizations are being streamlined. He also said that NIH should not be under the Cabinet and 
should be brought under the DRA. He informed the Committee about the challenges being faced 
by the new Ministry. He said that the Rules of Business have yet to be notified. The Ministry he 
said needs a proper outline of the mandate for it. He said that at the moment, different Health-
related organizations/departments are scattered under the Ministry. Also sanctioning strength 
needs to be enhanced. The purpose-built building for Federal Drug Surveillance Laboratory 
handed over to Federal and Medical Dental College needs to be returned to the DRAP. It also 
needs revamping. The Senator objected that the Supreme Court ordered to form a Federal Drug 
Laboratory not for the Medical and Dental College. The Secretary said that a case has been 
moved in this regard. The Secretary apprised the Committee about the way forward. The focus is 
on updating things pertaining to new traditional products/traditional/alternate medicine and 
cosmetics medicines and to bring traditional and alternative medicines in ambit of regulatory 
framework. He assured Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan that Drug Regulatory Authority will be 
formed. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan informed the Committee that at present 1000 medicines are 
being sold on very exorbitant prices and there is a difference of Billion of rupees in their prices. 
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He stated that within one month of formation of DRA prices of these 1000 medicines will be 
reduced in Billions. The Minister said under a recent decision made by her the increased prices 
of medicines was reduced for the first time in the history of Pakistan. In Pakistan the Senator said 
that medicines of 50% companies are found to be substandard and below quality. The Minister 
informed the Committee that a Drug Pricing Policy is also been formed. Senator Abdul Haseeb 
Khan emphasized upon his two points regarding the Policy Board and DRA Board. He said that 
no bureaucrat will be a Member of Policy Board. The Minister said that work is being done on 
both these points and the Ministry has no objection to them. The Senator said that three months 
back he was informed about the Chief Executive of the Board. The Minister said that the 
Ministry has already incorporated the change of one word made by him. The Minister informed 
the Committee that new developments have taken place regarding the pricing mechanism. She 
said that as far as Pakistan’s drug pricing mechanism is concerned it is for the first time that the 
1976 Drug Act has been repealed and DRA Ordinance has been brought. The biggest gap/flaw in 
the earlier pricing mechanism and the present one is that the power to handle pricing has to be 
brought under a uniform Policy and the pricing mechanism should be made on the basis of 
inflation. This proposal is being taken now to the ECC and all stakeholders have been taken on 
Board including PPMA and Pharma Bureau. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said that it is 
heartening to note that the pricing mechanism is being taken to the ECC but said that in 1996 the 
ECC decided upon a formula of 40% of devolution and 60% of inflation on 1st January every 
year which resulted in a price increase of only 2-3% but after 1996 that formula has never been 
implemented upon. The Minister replied that the present Ministry is not responsible for that. 
Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said that the ECC should not be approached in this regard. The 
Minister explained that the ECC is being approached by the Ministry because a new DRA has 
been formed and Pharam bureau and PPMA were not part of the DRA Board as observers. If 
they are sitting there as observers their input can be taken and after the formation of DRA Bill, 
the things can be settled. She said that it is a compulsion to take the Ordinance to the ECC. 
Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan contended that an observer has no status at all. The Minister said 
that the present Ministry has given them the required status. The Senator said that such things 
cannot be decided orally as on paper only the word “observer” has been used. The Minister 
recommended that this issue can be decided in a sitting with Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan. She 
highly appreciated the good quality work being done by the renowned company being headed by 
Senator Abdul Haseeb, Brooks Pharma. The Secretary Ministry referred to a report of Indian 
Parliament, Lok Sabha of a Standing Committee meeting dated 10th May, 2011 to regulate DRA 
and said that Pakistan’s DRA also aims to protect our pharmaceutical industry. He also referred 
to DRA of the USA which focusses on protecting public Health by ensuring the safety and 
security of the human and veterinary drugs. Senator Abdul Haseeb pointed out that in Pakistan 
50% of the drugs are substandard and the present system of drugs in the country is playing with 
the lives and Health of the people. The Secretary Ministry replied that he has been invited to the 
meeting and as Secretary of the Ministry he has to explain the government’s point of view to the 
Committee. He further said that in Australia also the DRA aims to focus on public Health by 
regulating medicines. He also added that he was shocked to know that in countries like China, 
Newzealand, America and Australia it is the government agencies that regulate the system of 
drugs and not the Authority and their Constitutions say that it is such an important issue that it 
cannot be left to an independent Authority or private sector. The main aim is that no industry 
owner can sit on DRA. Regarding Senator Abdul Haseeb’s concern about Agency he said that 
already the Ministry has agreed that it should be Drug Regulatory Authority and not an Agency. 
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8. The Committee then took up the issues relating to the two points of major concern by 
Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan regarding the Policy Board. In this regard he referred to Section 9 
of the said Ordinance he said that the Chairman should be appointed by Prime Minister having 
credible qualification and experience in the Healthcare sector and a Secretary (grade-22) should 
be appointed by Prime Minister having reasonable Healthcare experience as a Member with the 
rest of the Members of the DRA Board being technical in nature. He said that the Chief 
Executive Officer of DRA should be appointed by the Board. The Secretary Ministry informed 
the Committee that Senator Abdul Haseeb has reservations about appointing Secretary of the 
concerned Ministry as Chairperson of the DRA Board and he was of the view that the 
Chairperson should be taken from the market. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan stated that he agrees 
that the Secretary of the concerned Ministry can be the Chairman of the Board but he said that 
the said Secretary has to be appointed by Prime Minister and must have reasonable Healthcare 
experience. The Secretary said that at present the Secretary of the concerned division is heading 
the said Board as Chairperson. The Secretary said that actually the Senator wants that the 
Secretary should become the Member and the Chairman should be from the private sector. 
Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said that he does not want that and stated that the Chairman should 
head the Policy Board. The Secretary said that in the present Board, the Secretary is the 
Chairperson but the Senator said that the Secretary will work under the Chairman. The Minister 
stated that the conclusion is that there is consensus now that a Secretary of the concerned 
Ministry in grade-22 having reasonable Healthcare management experience will be Secretary of 
the Board and not Chairman of the Board. She said that question arises now as to who will be 
Chairman of the Board. The Senator replied that a Chairman will be appointed by the Prime 
Minister having credible qualification in the Healthcare sector and he can be a bureaucrat, 
belonging to Pakistan or someone from abroad or someone on merit. The Senator said that in 64 
years old history of Pakistan it is a fact that bureaucracy destroyed healthcare system in the 
country. Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja stated that being a doctor he thinks that it is not a very 
big issue and the relevant Minister can be the Chairman of the Board. The Minister stated that it 
will not be proper and that there are two types of investors in Pakistan, multinational companies 
which are 35 in number and the other ones are research based brand companies under 
international marketing, working in Pakistan. Both have different price mechanisms. About 724 
pharmaceutical companies working in Pakistan are national companies and gap between the 
multinational and national companies can be address as mentioned by Senator Karim Ahmed 
Khawaja as it is the same work to be done by Policy Board and Pricing Mechanism. She said that 
although the Senator is on a different track everybody’s destination/aim is the same to provide  

relief to the common man. She said that if the Senator has doubt that a bureaucrat as the 
Chairman of the Policy Board will not have sincere intention in the national interest, it is wrong 
to say so. The Senator said that the Healthcare sector has been destroyed by bureaucracy in 
Pakistan in the last 64 years.  

9. Senator Suriya Amiruddin stated that it is important to see the functions of the Policy 
Board before deciding its composition. The Secretary Ministry describe the functions of the 
Policy Board to the Committee in detail and stated that according to these functions it is 
important to monitor the functions of the Agency for which he said a good administrator is 
require. For technical advice he said that CEO is an eminent and senior person under the 
Chairman to be taken from the market. Also there are six Members in the Board from private 
public sector, who are technical in nature. He said that it is not necessary to find a genius to be 
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the Chairman of a Board as it is an administrative post. The Secretary also informed the 
Committee that the provinces had agreed that the Secretary can be the Chairman. Senator Abdul 
Haseeb contended that the issue is of Health which required a technical person and expert in 
Health matters to be the Chairman of the Board either from Pakistan or abroad. He stated that the 
DRA should be autonomous, independent and transparent. He emphasized that both Chairman 
and Secretary of the Board should be appointed by the Prime Minister and the Members of the 
Board will all be technical people. He further said that functions defined under the DRA 
Ordinance framed by the Special Committee on DRA are the same as underlined in the DRA by 
the government (Cabinet). The Minister questioned him that the how can the owner of 
pharmaceutical industry having conflict of interest become part of the Board. The Senator said 
that he can give 25 names of government’s drug regulators who have their own factories. The 
Minister told him to give her these 25 names. The Chairman of the Committee stated that it is a 
serious matter. The Minister expressed his determination to clean and revamp the system and 
said that the Ministry wants to adopt the roadmap given by Senator Abdul Haseeb but it is very 
important to remove speed breakers in the way to create harmony. She said that there is conflict 
regarding the Senator’s assertion that the Chairman of the Policy Board should not be the 
Secretary of the Ministry and there should be another Chairman nominated by P.M. and 
Secretary of the Ministry should be the Secretary of the Board. This issue needs to be resolved 
she said. The Chairman directed the Secretary Ministry to provide hardcopy of the DRA to the 
Committee. The Minister stated that there should be no political interference regarding the Board 
and that she would never agree to the suggestion given by Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja who 
had stated that a Minister can be the Chairperson of the Board. Dr. Karim Khawaja suggested 
that there are professors in pharmacy departments of medical colleges and they can also be 
considered for the said post. The Secretary opined that the actual problem is that the whole 
society is corrupt and not just bureaucracy. The Minister informed the Chairman of the 
Committee that the matter needs to be resolved soon as time is getting short for the Ordinance. 
She asked Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan to be a little lenient on the issue of the Chairman of the 
Board. 

10. Regarding his second point, Senator Abdul Haseeb said with reference to Section 5 that 
the Board may appoint a person as CEO who has MPHIL/PHD degree in any discipline of 
pharmacy with a minimum of 20 years experience in the field of Healthcare from either public or 
private sector. He said adds for this post should be issued in the newspapers abroad. The 
Secretary informed the Committee that the Ministry has moved a step further by putting that the 
said posts inline with the qualification of heads of similar organization in the UK or other 
countries. Senator Abdul Haseeb stated that he has objection on the addition of words “and also 
from public and private sector” in this regard. The Minister informed the Committee that an add 
in this regard has already appeared in the newspaper and 22 people were short-listed for the post 
of CEO but unfortunately no one could qualify for the said post in the interview held by the 
interview Board. The add was given again keeping in view the provision of international 
linkages. Senator Abdul Haseeb stated that nobody informed him about the latest add given by 
the Ministry. The Minister stated he could not be informed because he was at that time in 
London. The Senator clarified that he returned from London the same day. The Minister 
informed Senator Suriya Amiruddin that out of 22 Pakistanis no one in the interview was 
competent enough to be taken as the CEO as they could not describe their vision to make the 
DRA serve the purpose of a public welfare organization. She informed the Committee that at 
present Dr. Saboor is working as Acting CEO of the Board and is a very competent and 
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experienced officer regarding the issue of Health but in order to meet international Health 
standards professionalism, competency and a market-oriented vision is required and for that it is 
important to induct new blood in the Board. That is why the Ministry is not compromising on the 
already set parameters she said. Senator Abdul Haseeb argued that the Ministry has changed the 
order of things and the appointment of the CEO will be made by the Board. He further said that 
first Members should be formed. The Minister said that they are already there. The Chairman 
said that first Board should be formed. The Minister stated that on devolution, the Drug Act 1976 
was finished on 30th of June and since then the drug industry is the only industry which has 20% 
growth rate and is working in the worst situation in the country where industries are closing 
down. It is the only sector in the country that is growing but it was without any ownership. The 
Ministry had to break the status-quo and clear the backlog. She further said that parallel 
submission by Senator Abdul Haseeb are being endorsed but she requested the Committee that 
this legislation should be put in place as soon as possible. Senator said that the Committee and 
the Ministry have time till 22nd of October and before that deadline, the Act has to be made. The 
Minister assured the Committee that until and unless consensus is achieved and amendments are 
made, the Ordinance will not be laid. Senator Suriya opined that the masses will object to a CEO 
from abroad at which the Minister stated that in pharma sector in the country there are many 
such experts who can qualify for the said post. Senator Khalida Parveen stated that more time 
should not be wasted regarding finalization of the said Ordinance and efforts should be made to 
achieve consensus. The Minister recommended that the Chairman of the Committee, the 
Secretary Ministry and Senator Abdul Haseeb should sit together to resolve the issue. 
Furthermore, she said that the Ministry has yet to receive their Rules of Business from the 
Cabinet as TOR’s defined for the Ministry are still incomplete and the Ministry requires a clear-
cut mandate for effective accountability. The Chairman of the Committee directed the Ministry 
to provide the Committee with following documents:- 

1. Minutes of the meeting in which decision was taken to form a new Ministry of 
National Regulation and Services. 

 2. Rules of Business for the Ministry. 
 3. A Comparison of both Ordinances of DRA. 
 

11. The Chairman stated that he wants to resolve the issue of DRA during Ramazan but said 
that the availability of the Minister is very important for the next meeting. The Minister 
recommended that in future, the Committee should hold meetings, institution-wise. Senator 
Abdul Haseeb endorsed this recommendation and recommended that the Committee should visit 
all departments under the Ministry one by one. The Minister informed the Committee that she 
has given orders for on-ground inspection of 19 medical colleges which have been registered and 
invited the Committee Members to be part of the inquiry team. Senator Abdul Haseeb remarked 
that this initiative by the Minister will be a more difficult task than the DRA. The Minister stated 
that priority no 1. for her is that DRA Ordinance should be taken to the Parliament with 
consensus in form of a Bill for assuming shape of a comprehensive legislation. It was finally  
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decided that a meeting will be held in the Minister’s office with the Minister on 26th of July  
at 2 p.m. and Senator Abdul Haseeb, Senator Dr. Khawaja and Senator Suriya Amiruddin will 
discuss the issues at hand. The Minister invited Committee for iftari but Senator Abdul Haseeb 
offered to be the host and also invited the press for iftari in the next meeting of the Committee. 

12. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Honourable Chair. 
 

 

 
 

Sd/- 
FARZANA KHAN, 

Secretary, 
Senate Standing Committee on 

National Regulations & 
Services/Director, Interpretation. 

Sd/- 
SENATOR SYED ZAFAR ALI SHAH 

Chairman, 
Senate Standing Committee on 

National Regulations & Services. 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
 

Subject: - MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON NATIONAL REGULATIONS AND SERVICES HELD ON 13TH 
AUGUST, 2012 AT ISLAMABAD 

  Second meeting of the Standing Committee on National Regulations and Services 
was held on 13th August, 2012 at 10:30 a.m. in the Committee Room No. 1, Parliament House, 
Islamabad.  Hon’ble Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah presided as the Chairman of the Committee, 
following members of the Committee attended the meeting:- 

1. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah    Chairman 
2. Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
3. Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas    Member 
4. Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen    Member 
5. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
6. Senator Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana  Member 
7. Senator Heman Dass     Member 

 

2.  The agenda of the meeting was:- 

i) Further Consideration of the bill titles “The Drug Regulatory of Pakistan, 
2012”, moved by Hon’ble Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan in the sitting of the 
Senate on 30th April, 2012.  The introductory /briefing meeting of the 
Committee was held on 24th July, 2012 in which the said Bill remained under 
consideration. 

ii) Any other item with the permission of the Chair. 
 

3. The meeting started with a recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Abdul 
Haseeb Khan.  The Chairman thanked the participants for attending the meeting and asked the 
Secretary of the Ministry of National Regulations and Services to provide all those authorities, 
instructions and notifications under which few new ministries were created at Federal level in 
contravention of the 18th Amendment.  In compliance, necessary notifications as issued by the 
Cabinet Division were provided to the Chairman during the meeting.  He, then gave the floor to 
the Secretary to present the comments of the Ministry on the draft Bill titled “The Drug 
Regulation Authority of Pakistan, 2012”. 
 
4. Secretary Ministry summarized the progress made since the first meeting.  It was 
highlighted that there was an agreement on 35 out of 37 Sections of the draft Bill.  This 
consensus was the result of a number of meetings held with the Hon’ble Senator Abdul Haseeb 
Khan and Dr. Suhail H. Siddiqi.  It was pointed out that two major issues to settle in this meeting 
were:- 

63 
 



 
i) To define the nature of DRAP as an autonomous “Authority”, and 

 
ii) The decision of the first issue shall decide the second issue that is who 

shall be the Chairperson of the Policy Board; the existing Law suggests 
the incumbent Secretary of the Ministry to which the DRAP shall be 
attached as the Chairperson. 

 
5. The difference between “Agency” and “Authority” was described by the 
Secretary NRSS; it was pointed out that the Agency is a government department and has a direct 
link to the controlling Ministry and receives budget from the same, whereas the Authority is an 
autonomous organization having its own Policy Board or Board of Governors and its own 
budget.  The reservations of the Sub-Committee of the Standing Committee of National 
Assembly were also presented in which the Honourable Members of the National Assembly had 
unanimously agreed to the principle that the drugs are a matter of public good and hence their 
regulations could not be given in private autonomous hands, therefore the honourable Members 
insisted that DRAP should be a government organization. 
6. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan time and again emphasised upon the establishment 
of independent, autonomous and transparent Drug Regulatory Authority and not Agency.  He 
also pointed out that Provincial Assembly of Sindh has specifically given permission to establish 
an “Authority” and not an “Agency”.  Members of Senate Committee on DRAP had also 
suggested for creation of an autonomous Authority. Secretary of the Ministry made reference of 
similar organizations in other advanced countries such as USA, Canada, New Zealand, Australia 
and neighbouring countries such as India and Bangladesh where the respective Drug Regulatory 
Authorities are part of the Ministry of Health.  It was pointed that the functions of the Policy 
Board are primarily of coordination, managerial and administrative in nature.  These functions 
are;  
 

1.  To frame policy and policy guidelines;  
2. To monitor the functions of the agency;  
3. To monitor the performance of the agency;  
4.  To approve budget of the agency;  
5.  To determine fee.   
 

7.  The only technical function that the Policy Board is expected to perform is the 
framing of Policy Guidelines, for which adequate support and assistance is available in the shape 
of technical expert members as well as CEO who will be a highly qualified technical person.  It 
is further added that the success of DRAP would depend upon executing close coordination with 
other government entities such as Ministry of Finance for budget allocation, Ministry of 
Narcotics Control for the allocation of quota of controlled substances such as psychothropic 
drugs, Ministry of Planning and Development for the allocation of budgets of development 
projects, thus for all these reasons appointment of a civil servant (BS-22) is essential.  Policy 
Board would meet twice a year or as and when required, whereas the day to day functioning of 
DRAP would be responsibility of CEO and other Directors/Members who are all technical 
experts and appointed on merit. The Provinces have agreed to the present setup after extensive 
deliberations, any major change in the fundamental structure of the Authority may require further 
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deliberation to keep all stake holders on board but this will delay the approval of the Bill for 
which we have a short deadline of a month.  After detailed deliberations on pros and cons of 
various aspects of the working of an autonomous Authority, following was agreed. 
8.  DRAP would be an autonomous Authority attached to Ministry of National 
Regulations and Services; Secretary of the Ministry would be the Chairperson of the Policy 
Board of the DRAP, CEO would be a technical person who would be selected through an 
advertisement and Policy Board would submit a panel of three persons for the Prime Minister to 
select the most suitable person.  This process of selection and presentation of the case to the 
Prime Minister shall be according to the existing Rules of Business. 

9.  It is further proposed by the Members after detailed deliberations that the Bill 
shall be rearranged in order to avoid duplications and also the embarrassment in the courts.  
Senator Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana was of the view that sometimes weakness in the 
law is discovered at the stage when it is challenged in the court and the benefit to government is 
lost, therefore Chairman was of the opinion that all vague or general terms should be defined 
properly especially in case of job description or qualifications of the post.  The law should be in 
logical sequence. 

10.  It was also pointed out by the Secretary of the Ministry that the regulator cannot 
regulate themselves; therefore the suggestion that owners of the three top pharmaceutical firms 
should be the members of the Policy Board is neither acceptable nor in accordance with the 
existing precedents of other Authorities of the country.  However, representatives of the 
Pharmaceutical manufacturing and retail sectors can be accommodated as observers in the 
Registration and Licensing Board and Pricing Committee. 

11.  The Hon’ble Chairman proposed that a Member of National Assembly nominated 
by the Speaker National Assembly also be made a member as a Public representative.  The 
Committee, after considering all pros and cons, could not agree to the proposal.  

12.  After agreement on the remaining two main clauses, the review of the Draft Bill 
was completed, the Chairman thanked all the participants especially Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan 
for his efforts to bring the modern regulatory system of DRAP in form of a Bill.  Secretary 
Ministry was asked to prepare the revised Draft Bill in the light of the agreed points in this 
committee meeting and submit it for the review of the Chairman and members well before final 
meeting of the Committee to be held on August 30, 2012.  The final bill shall be tabled in the 
next session of the Senate. 

13. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 

 

 

Sd/- 
(SHARIFULLAH KHAN WAZIR) 

JS/SECRETARY COMMITTEE 

Sd/- 
(SENATOR SYED ZAFAR ALI SHAH) 

CHAIRMAN 
STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL 

REGULATIONS AND SERVICES 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
 

Subject :- MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE 
ON NATIONAL REGULATIONS AND SERVICES HELD ON 30TH 
AUGUST, 2012 AT ISLAMABAD. 

 
  A meeting of the Standing Committee on National Regulations and Services was 
held on 30th August, 2012 at 02 : 00 pm in the Committee Room No. 4, Parliament House, 
Islamabad under the Chairmanship of Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah. 
 
2. Agenda before the Committee was as under :- 
 

i) Consideration / discussion on final draft of the Bill titled “The Drug 
Regulatory Authority of Pakistan, 2012”, moved by Hon’ble Senator 
Abdul Haseeb Khan in the sitting of the Senate on 30th April, 2012 (The 
said bill remained under consideration in the committee meetings held on 
24th July, 2012 and 13th August, 2012). 

ii) Any other item with the permission of the Chair. 
 

3.  The following members of the Committee attended the meeting:- 
 

1. Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
2. Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas    Member 
3. Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin    Member 
4. Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen    Member 
5. Senator Mr. Farah Aqil     Member 
6. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
7. Senator Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana  Member 
8. Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan     Ex-officio 

Minister for National Regulations and Services  Member 
 
4.  A list of officers of Ministry of National Regulations and Services (NRS) & 
Ministry of Law and justice who attended the meeting is annexed. 
 
5.  The meeting started with a recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Abdul 
Haseeb Khan.  The Chairman thanked the participations for attending the meeting and asked the 
Secretary of the Ministry of National Regulations and Services to present the progress on the 
draft Bill titled “The Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan, 2012.”    
 
6.  Secretary of the Ministry summarized the progress made since the first meeting.  
It was highlighted that after an agreement on all clauses of the draft Bill, new suggestions have 
been received from Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan on 28th August, 2012, that were presented for 
discussion. 
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7.  Minister in-charge of Ministry of National Regulations and Services defended the 
Draft Bill as prepared by the ministry and discussion during the earlier meeting of the 
Committee. A detailed point to point discussion took place with convincing arguments from both 
sides.  Issues regarding Prime Minister/Ministry’s control over functions of the proposed 
Authority, medicated registration / registration fee and pending appeals related to drug 
registration recruitment of CEO also came under discussion and it was decided that the post 
immediately be advertized and its recruitment be made under the existing law/rules and 
regulations. 
 
8.  The Committee further decided that the Draft Bill of DRAP as agreed in principle 
in the meeting, shall be prepared in its final form and submitted to the Law and justice Division 
for vetting / concurrence.  This approved Draft shall be presented to the Committee on 6th 
September, 2012 for confirmation before submitting in the Senate as a Bill for approval. 
 
9.  The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sd/- 
(SHARIFULLAH KHAN WAZIR) 

JS/SECRETARY COMMITTEE 

Sd/- 
(SENATOR SYED ZAFAR ALI SHAH) 

CHAIRMAN 
STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL 

REGULATIONS AND SERVICES 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 

 

Subject: - MINUTES OF THE INFORMAL MEETING OF SENATE STANDING 
COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL REGULATIONS AND SERVICES HELD 
ON 6TH SEPTEMBER, 2012 AT ISLAMABAD 

  As decided in previous meeting of the Standing Committee on National 
Regulations and Services was held on 6th September, 2012 at 2:00 p.m. in office of the Minster 
of National Regulations and Services. Hon’ble Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah presided as the 
Chairman of the Committee and the following Hon’ble Senators attended:- 

1. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
2. Senator Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana  Member 
3. Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 

 

2.  The agenda of the meeting was:- 

“To review the Draft Bill that was previously approved in principle by the 
members of the Committee in its meeting of August 30th, 2012 and was later on 
sent to the Law and Justice Division by the Ministry of National Regulations and 
Services; this version required a review by Committee for verification of its 
contents in the light of the certain refinements suggested by Senator Abdul 
Haseeb Khan and other members of the Committee”. 

3.  Minister in-charge of Ministry of National Regulations and Services, presented 
the progress on the Draft Bill. It was decided to review the required corrections and new 
suggestions of the Committee members for incorporation in the manuscript of the Draft Bill. 

4.  It was pointed out by Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan that the Draft Bill sent to the 
Law and Justice Division has seven Schedules that were perfect and he could not point out any 
deficiency or suggest any addition to the same at this point in time.  

5.  However, the Draft Bill as vetted by the Law and Justice Division and also 
presented for discussion before the Committee it was noted that although policy matter was not 
changed but some deletions have been made in the Draft which has affected spirit of the law upto 
some extent.  

6.  It was unanimously decided during the meeting to make the suggested 
amendments in the Draft Bill 2012, in light of the amendment agreed upon with due 
deliberations on all clauses and sub-clauses. The amended draft was finalized, approved and 
signed by all members, Chairman Committee and the Minister for National Regulations and 
Services.  The copies of the draft bill signed by all concerned, mentioned above and that retyped 
by the Ministry and forwarded to Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan are enclosed herewith. 

7.  The final version of the Draft Bill shall be submitted to the House at the earliest. 
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8.  The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 

Sd/- 
(SHARIFULLAH KHAN WAZIR) 

JS/SECRETARY COMMITTEE 

Sd/- 
(SENATOR SYED ZAFAR ALI SHAH) 

CHAIRMAN 
STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL 

REGULATIONS AND SERVICES 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 

 

 REPORT OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL 
REGULATION AND SERVICES REGARDING AMENDMENTS IN DRAP 
ACT, 2012. 

 I, the Chairman of the Senate Standing Committee on National Regulation and 
Services, have the honour to submit, on behalf of the Committee, this report on the proposed 
amendments in the DRAP Act, 2012 (copy attached). 

2. The composition of the Committee on National Regulation and Services is as 
under:- 

1. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah    Chairman 
2. Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
3. Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas    Member 
4. Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen    Member 
5. Senator Sabir Ali Baloch    Member 
6. Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin   Member 
7. Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen   Member 
8. Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil    Member 
9. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
10. Senator Nawabzada Muhammad Akbar Magsi Member 
11. Senator Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana  Member 
12. Senator Heman Dass     Member 
13. Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan    Ex-Officio 

Minister for National Regulations & Services          Member 

3.  The Committee had been working on the Private Member bill titled ‘Drug 
Regulatory Authority Bill, 2012, moved by Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan, which was referred to 
the Committee by the House for consideration and report. The Committee held four meetings on 
that bill and submitted a comprehensive report to the House. In the meantime the Government 
brought its own bill which differed to some extent from the bill unanimously recommended by 
the Committee. The bill moved by the Government was passed by the Senate after the Minister 
concerned made a promise in the House to bring amendments in the bill as were proposed by the 
Committee. 

4.  The Committee held its meeting on 29th November, 2012, to consider and finalize 
the amendments in the DRAP Act, 2012, in pursuance of the promise made by the Minister in 
the Senate. The agenda before the Committee was as under:-  

i. To consider/approve the amendments in the bill titled The Drug Regulator 
Authority of Pakistan 2012, moved by Honourable Senator Abdul Haseeb 
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Khan (Bill has been laid before the House in its sitting held on 8th 
October, 2012. 

 ii. Any other item with the permission of the Chair. 
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5. The following Members of the Committee attended the meeting:-  
 

 1. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah   Chairman 
 2. Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja  Member 
 3. Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas   Member 
 4. Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen   Member 
 5. Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil Shah   Member 
 6. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan   Member 
 

6. Concerned officers of the Ministry of National Regulation and Services also 
attended the meeting. 
 
7. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan remarked that since these amendments were 
proposed by the Senate NRS Committee and agreed and jointly signed by the Minister I/C NRS 
and Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan, there is no need of further discussion on the matter which is 
already settled amongst all concerned. He further added that since the essence of these 
amendments were already a part of the bill which was recommended by the NRS-Committee, 
after various deliberations during the four meetings of NRS committee, but during the process of 
vetting of the Draft Bill by Law and Justice Division, some deletions were made in the draft; 
although not related to policy matters but these omissions had affected spirit of law to some 
extent. Consequently, these points are now made part of the Amendments as the same were 
ignored by the National Assembly Committee on NRS and were not incorporated in the Act 
approved by National Assembly Committee. When this Act was placed in the Senate (as passed 
by NA) the mover, Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan, pointed out that the Government deliberately 
ignored their own agreed clauses of the Bill Which were jointly signed by the Minister of NRS, 
the Chairman NRS & the Mover, Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan, as token of acceptance. The 
Minister for NRS remarked on the floor of the House that “I agree with these amendments which 
are in the interest of public” and promised to cover all these agreed points through Amendments 
in the Bill after it is approved by the Senate. The mover Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan and other 
members of the committee did not object and agreed to pass the bill on the assurance of the 
Federal Minister. 

8. The Acting CEO, DRAP, referred to Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar's suggestion 
regarding obtaining NOC for the bill from all the provinces. He requested the chair to ask the 
Ministry regarding the present status of the NOC. He informed that the draft amendments have 
been sent to the provinces and requested the chair for postponing the meeting of the committee 
till receiving of NOCs from the Provinces.  

9. The Chairman Committee advised the Acting CEO to expedite the replies from 
the Provinces. The Acting CEO also talked about clause No.5 which relates to the appointment 
and qualifications of the CEO.  However, Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan emphasized upon the 
adoption of already agreed and collectively signed proposal by the Minister and the Committee 
Members. He remarked that he believes that the acting CEO has no knowledge of the proceeding 
of DRAP bill.  
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10. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan further asked Dr. Abdul Samad, Director National 
Central Laboratory, who was witness since the beginning of all the issues and was also the 
person who has corrected the proposed amendments in his own hand writing. Dr. Samad 
confirmed that he has amended the draft in presence of his Minister and Secretary and that these 
corrected amendments were signed by the Minister and Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan in his 
presence.  

11. Senator Khalida Parveen informed the committee that Minister had accepted all 
the amendments and she agreed to extend all support for the passage of the amendments in the 
Act.  However, she suggested that Minister may be invited in the next meeting of the committee 
to apprise the Committee of the steps taken by them in this regard. 

12. Senator Farhat Abbas also informed the committee that the Minister had agreed 
all the amendments and they have no objection to the amendments. Senators Farah Aqil shah and 
Karim Ahmad Khawaja supported the statements of Senator Khalida Parveen and Farhat Abbas 
and recommended that amendment in the Act may be brought in the House as promised by the 
Minister.  

13. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan reiterated and requested the chair to grant the 
approval to the amendments and send the report to the house for final approval. He also 
requested the Chairman to direct the CEO to send reminders to the provinces for obtaining NOC 
to the amendments so that the bill can be passed and implemented throughout the country in 
shortest possible time. He also made the following suggestions:- 

 a) That a work plan be made for the Drug Regularity Authority.  
b) That Policy Board be formulated without further loss of time.  
c) The committee may monitor the working of the Policy Board so that 

appointments of the staff and resource allocations can be made fairly and 
transparently. 

 
14.  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan also indicated six areas in which the progress report 
should be presented by the Acting CEO, DRAP, in the next committee meeting. Senator Mrs. 
Khalida Parveen supported his suggestions. 
 

15. After due deliberation, the Chairman NRS declared that the committee 
unanimously recommends that the Minister for National Regulations and Services may move a 
bill to amend the Act of DRA, in light of the agreed amendments as early as possible as was 
promised before the House at the time of passage of DRA Bill in the Senate. Considering the 
importance of these amendments, the committee also recommends to place bill consisting of 
these amendments in the current sessions of the National Assembly and Senate. 

 

 

Sd/- 
(SHARIFULLAH KHAN WAZIR) 

Sd/- 
(SENATOR SYED ZAFAR ALI SHAH) 
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JS/SECRETARY COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN STANDING COMMITTEE ON
NATIONAL REGULATIONA AND SERVICE
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL REGULATIONS AND SERVICES (NRS) HELD ON 29TH NOVEMBER, 
2012 AT 02:30 A.M. IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO. 1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, 
ISLAMABAD. 

 
 A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Regulations and 

Services (NRS) was held on 29th November, 2012 at 02:30 a.m. in Committee Room No.1, 
Parliament House, Islamabad with Honourable Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah as the Chairman. 

 
2. The agenda before the Committee was as under: 
 

a. To consider / approve the amendments in the bill titled “The Drug Regulatory 
Authority of Pakistan, 2012, moved by Honourable Senator Abdul Haseeb 
Khan (Bill has been laid before the House in its sitting held on 8th October, 
2012. 

b. Any other item with permission of the Chair. 
 

3. The following Members attended the meeting: 
 

 (i) Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
(ii) Senator Farhat Abbas     Member 
(iii) Senator Almas Parveen    Member 
(iv) Senator Mrs. Farrah Aqil    Member 
(v) Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
 

4. A list of the participants is annexed. 
 
5. The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan.  
Thereafter, honourable Chairman, welcomed all the participants to the meeting.  
 
6. In begging of the meeting, Mr. Arshad Farooq Faheem, Joint Secretary Ministry of 
National Regulations and Services acting CEO, DRA informed the committee that honourable 
Minister and Secretary could not attend the meeting due to their engagement with President of 
Pakistan in Karachi. 
 
7.  At the start of the meeting, the Chairman NRS asked Senator Haseeb Khan to open the 
discussion of these amendments. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan informed the committee that these 
amendments are a part of the Act as recommended by the NRS-Committee which was the 
outcome of various deliberations during the four meeting of NRS committee scheduled on 24th 
July, 13 August, 30 August and 6th September, 2012 with final meeting in the office of Minister 
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I/C. These Amendments were part of the Agreed text of the Draft Bill. However, during the 
process of vetting of the draft Bill by Law and justice Division, some deletions was made in the 
draft, although not related to policy matters but these omissions had affected spirit of law upto 
some extent.  Consequently, these points are now made part of the Amendments are the same 
were ignored by the National Assembly Committee on NRS and were not included in the Act 
approved by the National Assembly.  Then this act was placed at Senate (as passed by NA) then 
he being the mover of the bill pointed out that the government deliberately ignored their own 
agreed clauses of the Act which the Minister of NRS signed as token of acceptance. The Minister 
I/C remarked on the floor of the House that “I agree with these amendments which are in the 
interest of public” and promised to cover all these agreed points through Amendments in the Bill 
after it is approved by the Senate.  The mover Senator Haseeb Khan and other members of NRS 
committee did not object and agreed to pass the b ill on the assurance of the Federal Minister I/C. 
 
8. After giving background of the DRAP bill and four consecutive meeting of the Senate 
Standing Committee on NRS, Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan remarked that since the amendments 
were approved by the Senate NRS Committee ad also agreed and signed by the Minister I/C 
NRS and Secretary NRS, there is no need of further discussion on the matter which is already 
settled amongst all concerned. 
 
9. He also referred to Senator Ishaq Dar’s suggestion regarding obtaining of NOC for the 
bill from all the provinces. He requested the chair to ask the Ministry regarding the present status 
of the NOC. 
 
10. Mr. Arshad Farooq Faheem, Acting CEO informed that the draft amendments have been 
sent to the provinces and he requested the chair for postponing the approval of the committee to 
the proposed amendments till receiving of NOCs from the Provinces.  Chairman Committee in 
response advised the Acting CEO to expedite the replies from the provinces. The Acting CEO 
also talked about clauses NO. 5 which related to the appointment and qualifications of the CEO.  
However, Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan emphasized upon the adoption of already agreed and 
collectively signed proposal by the Minister and the Committee Members. 
 
11. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan further asked Dr. Abdul Samad, who was witness since the 
beginning of all the issues and was also the person who has corrected the proposed amendments 
in his own hand writing, to comment Dr. Samad confirmed that he has amended the draft in 
presence of his Minister and Secretary and that these corrected amendments were signed by the 
Minister and Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan in his presence. 
 
12. Senator Khalida Parveen informed the committee that Minister had accepted all the 
amendments and she agreed to extend all support for the passage of this bill. However, she 
suggested that Minister may be invited in the next meeting of the committee. 
 
13. Senator Farhat Abbas also informed the committee that Minister had approved all the 
amendments and there is no objection to the bill. Senator Farah Aqil shah has informed the 
committee that she has no objection to the approval of the amendments however she suggested 
that Minister be invited in the next meeting. 
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14. Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja has also informed that he has no objection to the bill 
however, the Minister may come in the next meeting. 
 
15. Senator Haseeb Khan once again requested the chair to grant the approval to the 
amendments and send the amendment bill to the house for its approval. 
 
16. Subsequently, the Chairman committee declared that the committee unanimously 
recommended that the minister for National Regulations and Services may move a bill to amend 
the Act of DRAP, in light of the agreed amendments as early as possible as was promised before 
the House at the time of passage of DRAP Bill in the Senate. Considering the importance of 
these amendments, the committee also recommended to place these amendments in the next 
coming sessions of both of the Houses for their approval. 
 
17. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan requested the Chairman to direct the CEO to send reminders 
to the provinces for giving NOC to the amendments so that the bill can be passed and 
implemented throughout the country in shortest possible time.  He further suggested that a work 
plan be made for the Drug Regulatory Authority. He also suggested that Policy Board be 
formulated without further loss of time.  The committee may monitor the working of the Policy 
Board so that appointment of the staff and resources allocations can be made fairly and 
transparently. Senator Mrs. Kahlida Parveen supported his suggestion. Senator Abdul Haseeb 
Khan also indicated six areas in which the progress report be presented by the Acting CEO 
DRAP in the next committee meeting. 
 
18. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
 
 
 
                     Sd/ 
(SHARIFULLAH KHAN WAZIR) 
JS/SECRETARY COMMITTEE 

Sd/- 
(SENATOR SYED ZAFAR ALI SHAH) 

CHAIRMAN 
STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL 

REGULATIONS AND SERVICES 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
 
REPORT OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL 
REGULATIONS AND SERVICES REGARDING AMENDMENTS IN DRAP ACT, 2012. 
 
 
 I, the Chairman of the Senate Standing Committee on National Regulation and 
Services, have the honour to submit, on behalf of the Committee, this report on the proposed 
amendments in Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan, 2012 (copy attached). 
  
2. The composition of the Committee on National Regulation and Services is as 
under:- 
 

1.    Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah               Chairman 
2.  Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
3. Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas               Member 
4. Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen               Member 
5. Senator Sabir Ali Baloch    Member 
6. Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin   Member 
7. Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen   Member 
8. Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil    Member 
9. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
10. Senator Nawabzada Muhammad Akbar Magsi Member 
11. Senator Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana  Member 
12. Senator Heman Dass     Member 
13. Dr. Firdous Ashiq Awan    Ex-Officio 

Minister for National Regulations                              Member 
& Services   

 
3. The Committee had been working on the Private Members bill titled “Drug 
Regulatory Authority Bill, 2012, moved by Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan which was referred to 
the Committee by the House for consideration and report. The Committee held four meetings on 
that bill and submitted a comprehensive report to the House. In the meantime the Government 
brought its own bill which differed to some extent from the bill unanimously recommended by 
the Committee. The bill moved by the Government was passed by the Senate after the Minister 
concerned made a promise in the House to bring amendments in the bill as were proposed by the 
Committee. 
 
4. The Committee held its meeting on 29th November, 2012 to consider and finalize 
the amendments in the DRAP Act, 2012, in pursuance of the promise made by the Minister in 
the Senate.  The Agenda before the Committee was as under :- 
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 1. To consider / approve the amendments in the bill titled The Drug 
Regulatory Authority of Pakistan, 2012, moved by Honourable Senator 
Abdul Haseeb Khan (Bill has been laid before the House in its sitting held 
on 8th October, 2012. 

 2. Any other item with the permission of the Chair. 
 
5. The following Members of the Committee attended the meetings:- 
 
 1. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah   Chairman 
 2. Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja  Member 
 3. Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas   Member 
 4. Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen   Member 
 5. Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil Shah   Member 
 6. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan   Member 
  
 
6.  Concerned Officers of the Ministry of National Regulation and Services also 
attended the meeting. 
 
7.  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan remarked that since these amendments were 
proposed by the Senate NRS Committee and agreed and jointly by the Minister I/C NRS and 
Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan, there is no need of further discussion on the matter which is 
already settled amongst all concerned.  He further added that since the essence of these 
amendments were already a part of the bill which was recommended by the NRS Committee, 
after various deliberations during the four meetings of NRS Committee but during the process of 
vetting of the Draft Bill by Law and Justice Division, some deletions were made in the draft, 
although not related to policy matters but these omissions had affected spirit of law to some 
extent. Consequently, these points are now made part of the amendments as the same were 
ignored by the National Assembly Committee on NRS and were not incorporated in the Act 
approved by National Assembly Committee. When this Act was placed in the Senate (as passed 
by NA) the mover, Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan, pointed out that the Government deliberately 
ignored their own agreed clauses of the Bill which were jointly signed by the Minister of NRS, 
the Chairman NRS & the Mover, Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan, as token of acceptance.  The 
Minister for NRS remarked on the floor of the House that “I agree with these amendments which 
are in the interest of public” and promised to cover all these agreed points through Amendments 
in the Bill after it is approved by the Senate.  The mover Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan and other 
members of the committee did not object and agreed to pass the bill on the assurance of the 
Federal Minister. 
 
8. The Acting CEO, DRAP, referred to Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar’s suggestion 
regarding obtaining NOC for bill from the provinces.  He requested the chair to ask the Ministry 
regarding the present status of the NOC. He informed that the draft amendments have been sent 
to the provinces and requested the chair for postponing the meeting of the committee till 
receiving of NOCs from the provinces. 
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9. The Chairman Committee advised the Acting CEO to expedite the replies from the 
Provinces. The Acting CEO also talked about clauses No. 5 which relates to the appointment and 
qualifications of the CEO. However, Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan emphasized upon the adoption 
of already agreed and collectively signed proposals by the Minister and Committee Members.  
He remarked that he believes that the acting CEO has no knowledge of the proceeding of DRAP 
bill. 
 
10. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan further asked Dr. Abdul Samad, Director National Central 
Laboratory, who was witness since the beginning of all the issues and was also the person who 
has corrected the proposed amendments in his own hand writing. Dr. Samad confirmed that he 
has amended the draft in presence of his Minister and Secretary and that these corrected 
amendments were signed by the Minister and Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan in his presence. 
 
11. Senator Khalida Parveen informed the committee that Minister had accepted all the 
amendments and she agree to extend all support for the passage of the amendments in the Act. 
However, she suggested that Minister may be invited in the next meeting of the committee to 
apprise the Committee of the steps taken by them in this regard. 
 
12. Senator Farhat Abbas also informed the committee that the Minister had agreed all the 
amendments and they have no objection to the amendments.  Senator Farah Aqil shah and Karim 
Ahmad Khawaja supported the statement of Senator Khalida Parveen and Farhat Abbas and 
recommended that amendment in the Act may be brought in the House as promised by the 
Minister. 
 
13. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan reiterated and requested the chair to grant the approval to the 
amendments and send the report to the house for final approval.  He also requested the Chairman 
to direct the CEO to send reminders to the provinces for obtaining NOC to the amendments to 
that the bill can be passed and implemented throughout the country in shortest possible time.  He 
also made the following suggestion:- 
 
 a) That a work plan be made for the Drug Regulatory Authority. 
 b) That policy Board be formulated without further loss of time. 

c) The committee may monitor the working of the Policy Board so that 
appointments of the staff and resources allocation can be made fairly and 
transparently. 

 
14. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan also indicated six areas in which the progress report should 
be presented by the Acting CEO, DRAP, in the next committee meeting. Senator Mrs. Khalida 
Parveen supported his suggestions. 
 
15. After due deliberations, the Chairman NRS declared that the committee unanimously 
recommended that the Minister for National Regulations and Services may move a bill to amend 
the Act of DRAP, in light of the agreed amendments as early as possible as was promised before 
the House at the time of passage of DRAP Bill in the Senate.  Considering the important of these 
amendments the committee also recommends to place bill consisting of these amendments in the 
current sessions of the National Assembly and Senate. 

86 
 



 
 
 
 
                     Sd/ 
(SHARIFULLAH KHAN WAZIR) 
JS/SECRETARY COMMITTEE 

Sd/- 
(SENATOR SYED ZAFAR ALI SHAH) 

CHAIRMAN 
STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL 

REGULATIONS AND SERVICES 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL REGULATIONS AND SERVICES (NRS) HELD ON 24TH JANUARY, 2012 
AT 02:30 A.M. IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO. 1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, 
ISLAMABAD. 
 
 

A meeting of Senate Standing Committee on National Regulations and Services (NRS) 
was held on 24th January, 2012 at 02:30 a.m. in Committee Room No.1, Parliament House, 
Islamabad with Honourable Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah as the Chairman. 

 
2. The following Members attended the meeting: 
 

 (i) Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
(ii) Senator Heman Dass     Member 
(iii) Senator Suriya Amiruddin    Member 
(iv) Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen   Member 
(v) Senator Mrs. Farrah Aqil    Member 
(v) Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
(vi) Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen    Member 
  

 
3. The agenda of the meeting was as under: 
 

a. To update the National Regulations and Services Committee regarding the 
progress of NOC from Provinces and let the Committee know the efforts made in 
this regards. 

b. Present functioning  of National Regulations and Services Ministry in relation to 
Drug Regulatory Authority Act, 2012 especially in relation to licensing, 
registration and pricing. 

c. Any other item with permission of the Chair. 
 

4. A list of offices of Ministry of National Regulations and Services (NRS) who attended 
the meeting is annexed. 
 
5. The meeting started with a recitation from the Holy Quran.  The Chairman thanked the 
participants for attending the meeting. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan in his opnei9ing remarks 
criticized the non-serious attitude of Ministry of National Regulation and Services regarding 
obtaining of NOC from the provinces for the proposed 14 amendments in recently passed DRAP 
Act.  He informed that not only himself but whole of the Committee has shown their dis-
satisfaction over the issue.  He opined that DRAP Act in present position is a dead horse and the 
NRS Ministry is a true replica of the then Ministry of Health.  DRA Act may become non-
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effective and non-beneficial because of non adoption of 14 proposed amendments. The 
Chairman Committee inquired as to why the NOC from provinces have become so crucial for the 
proposed amendments?.  Secretary NRS explained that after devolution through 18the 
Amendments, all health related issues have been shifted to provinces and they are the stake 
holders. The Ministry is, therefore, pursuing the NOC issue very carefully with the provinces as 
there is every likelihood of revoking the federation by the provinces in the subject issue.  He also 
clarified that he himself might not oppose the amendments without the NOC from the provinces 
but Minister NRS is constantly enough with the provinces over the NOC issue.  Final opinion in 
this regard can be given after consulting the Minister. 
 
6. After a hot debated discussion, it was decided by the Committee that NRS Ministry 
should make strenuous efforts to obtain the NOC from provinces and in the meantime within 
eight days, the proposed amendments be moved in both of the Houses, as sufficient 
representation from the provinces is available here. 
 
7. Item No. (ii) which relates to present functioning of National Regulations and Services 
Ministry in relation to Drug Regulatory Authority Act 2012, came under discussion.  Secretary 
NRS and his team briefed the committee about the licensing, registration and the pricing of 
various drugs/medicines under the DRAP Act. He informed that registration and Licensing 
process is still on and till induction of new policy we have received 10 applications for which the 
Authority has planned to meet on 29th January, 2013.  He further informed that all alternate 
medicines, all food items, food supplements and cosmetics have been brought under the ambit of 
DRAP Policy.  Fresh import/export of the above mentioned items under the DRAP Act, 
preferably under one window operation, is also under consideration by the Ministry. 
 
8. Secretary NRS briefed the Committee about the formation of Policy Board and also about 
the restructuring of Services Rules for more than 300 DRAP employees. The issue about 
obtaining option from the DRAP employees whether they opt to continue as Civil Servant or opt 
to become the employees of DRAP under its own newly formulated rules was discussed in detail. 
Secretary NRS informed that Law and Establishment Division have also been consulted on this 
issue.  Chairman of the Committee and all of the members were of the view that such option will 
create confusion and ultimately result into two parallel service/pay structures in same 
organization. 
 
9. It  was, therefore, decided that this issue will be discussed in the next meeting by inviting 
the Establishment Division, Law Division and Finance Division representatives for obtaining 
their value comments. 
 
10. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan once again criticized the delay in recruitment of the CEO.  
He emphasized that recruitment of the CEO be made without further delay strictly accordingly to 
the originally drafted DRAP Bill or as per proposed amendments. Keeping in view importance of 
the issue, the Committee unanimously decided to nominate Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan as their 
representatives in CEO DRAP Selection Committee and all other DRAP Policy formulation 
committee of the NRS Ministry. 
 
11. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
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                     Sd/ 
(SHARIFULLAH KHAN WAZIR) 
JS/SECRETARY COMMITTEE 

Sd/- 
(SENATOR SYED ZAFAR ALI SHAH) 

CHAIRMAN 
STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL 

REGULATIONS AND SERVICES 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL REGULATIONS AND SERVICES (NRS) HELD ON 13TH FEBRUARY, 
2013 AT 02:30 A.M. IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO. 1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, 
ISLAMABAD. 
 

A meeting of Senate Standing Committee on National Regulations and Services (NRS) 
was held on 13th February, 2013 at 02:30 a.m. in Committee Room No.1, Parliament House, 
Islamabad under the Chairmanship of  Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah. 

 
2. The following Members attended the meeting: 
 
 (i) Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas    Member 

(ii) Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin   Member 
(iii) Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen   Member 
(v) Senator Mrs. Farrah Aqil    Member 
(v) Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
(vi) Senator Malik Rafique Rajwana   Member 
  

3. The agenda of the meeting was as under: 
 

a. Briefing by Ministry of National Regulation and Services on National Institute of 
Cardiovascular Diseases (NICVD), Karachi on its role / functions responsibilities 
and performance. 

b. What steps have been taken for the betterment/development of National Institute 
of Cardiovascular Disease (NICVD) in connection with the improve the 
performance / services of the department for the public. 

c. Detail of the budget allocation National Institute of Cardiovascular Dieses 
(NICVD) and hurdles / difficulties faced by (NICVD) to run the department 
smoothly. 

d. Any other item with permission of the Chair. 
 
4. A list of offices of Ministry of National Regulations and Services (NRS) who attended 
the meeting is annexed. 

 
5. The meeting started with a recitation from the Holy Quran.  Thereafter, Chairman, 
welcomed participants of the meeting. At the outset Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan with his 
opening remarks talked about the past history of the National Institute of Cardiovascular 
Diseases (NICVD) and also about its present position.  He remarked that an institute of such 
extreme importance has been kept deprived of its ownership after its devolution through 18th 
Amendment.  No governing body meeting has been held for the last two years.  He emphasized 
that fate of the Institute must be decided forthwith whether it should be given under the 
administrative control of National Regulation & Services Division, the Cabinet Division or the 
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Provincial Government as in the past the Institute was working as autonomous body under the 
administrative control of Ministry of Health, Islamabad. 

 
6. Prof. Khan Shah Zaman, Executive Director of NICVD gave a detailed briefing about the 
Institute conversing its past, and present position.  ED explained that the Institute was established 
in 1963 and under Ordinance 1 the institute was taken over by the Federal Government in 1979.  
In July 1997, Service Rules of NICVD were framed and approved.  The Institute consists of 500 
beded hospital, in which almost 100 patients are admitted on daily basis and 1500 to 2000 
patients visits the OPD on daily basis.  About 1500 open heart surgeries have been made so far.  
Through out the country, it is the only facility available 24 hours for the heart patients.  About 
100 employees are working here but for the last 20 months, the Institute is in limbo.  The 
Institute meets its financial requirements through self generated funds, foreign donations and the 
grants previously from Federal Government and presently from the Provincial Government of 
Sindh.  During current financial year Grant in Aid amounting to Rs. 355 million will be provided 
by Sindh Government which is almost 1/3rd of total financial requirements. 

 
7. The Chairman asked the ED, NICVD about the formulation of Bylaws and regulations 
under which the institute is required to be governed.  In response, the ED explained the except 
the Service Rules no bylaws and regulations have been formulated by the institute so far.  ED, 
NICVD also explained that 9 letters have been written to President, Prime Minister and all other 
concerned authorities requesting them for reconsideration of status of the Institute.  He Pointed 
out that no meeting of the Governing Body so far has been held since July, 2010.  The 
Committee asked about the reasons for non-holding of the meeting.  The ED apprised the 
Committee that Chairman of the Governing Body Federal Minister for Health and the vice 
Chairman Federal Secretary Health are no more the Chairman and the Vice Chairman 
respectively after 18th Amendment (Devolution).  Moreover there is no mayor of Karachi the 
remaining members are i) Auditor General of Pakistan ii) The President of the Chamber of 
Commerce and Industries of Karachi and iii) Director General Health as well as the ED of the 
Institute. 

 
8. The Committee has thoroughly gone through the Ordinance No. 1 of 1979 whereby the 
Government has promulgated the Ordinance, 1979 for proper administration of the affairs of 
NICVD.  This law has not so far repealed.  As far as convening of the meeting of the Governing 
Body is concerned the said ordinance is silent about the quorum of the Committee Section 11 (3) 
is also relevant in this regard which is reproduced “no act or proceeding of the Governing Body 
is shall be invalid merely on the ground of the existence of a vacancy in, or defect in the 
constitution of, the Governing Body”. 
 
9. After going through the said provision, that non-existence of number of members to 
complete the quorum, the Committee is prima facie of the view that the meeting of the 
Governing Body of the Institute can be called by participation of the existing members.  As the 
matter is of serious nature the Institute is looking after a large number of patients of heart disease 
and most of them belong to poor class and the Institute is facing great hardship to meet with its 
day to day affairs and also in providing the best possible services / treatment to the patients.  So 
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in the giving circumstances it has been decided by the Committee that the meeting of the 
Governing Body of the available members should be convened within fourteen days.  Two 
members of Standing Committee on NRS namely Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan and Senator 
Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana will also attend the meeting of the Governing Body of 
management as Observers. 
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10. The Governing Body will point out all the practical difficulties, hardships and other 
problems being faced by the Institute and would suggest their solutions. Recommendations in 
this regard alongwith the detailed report will be submitted to the Committee. Secretary health, 
Govt. Sindh is directed to attend this meeting who will informed accordingly by the 
administration of the Institute. 
 
11. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
 
 
 
                     Sd/ 
(SHARIFULLAH KHAN WAZIR) 
JS/SECRETARY COMMITTEE 

Sd/- 
(SENATOR SYED ZAFAR ALI SHAH) 

CHAIRMAN 
STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL 

REGULATIONS AND SERVICES 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

 
Subject: - MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE 

ON NATIONAL REGULATIONS AND SERVICES HELD ON 11TH 
MARCH, 2013 AT ISLAMABAD 

 
  A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Regulations and 
Services held on 11th March, 2013 at 2:00 pm in the Committee Room No. 4, Parliament House, 
Islamabad under the Chairmanship of Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah.   
 
2. Agenda before the Committee was as under:- 
 

i) Pricing mechanism adopted by DRAP. 
ii) Latest update regarding obtaining NOC from the Provinces pertaining to DRAP 

amendments. 
iii) Discussion on the DRAP amendments which were supposed to be laid in both the 

Houses within eight days as decided by the NRS Committee in its meeting held 
on 24.01.2013. 

iv) Any other item with the permission of the Chair. 
 
3. The following members of the Committee attended the meeting:- 
 

1. Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja    Member 
2. Senator Mrs. Almas Perveen     Member 
3. Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil     Member 
4. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan     Member 

 
4.  A list of officers of Ministry of National Regulations and Services (NRS), 
Pakistan Pharma Manufacturing Association and Pakistan Pharma Bureau who attended the 
meeting is annexed.   
 
Agenda Item No. i : PRICING MECHANSIM ADOPTED BY THE DRAP 
 
5.  The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran. Thereafter, honourable 
Chairman welcomed participants of the meeting.   
 
6.  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan in his opening remarks said that the pricing is quite 
an old issue and this problem has been persisting since the time of Ministry of Health. The 
structure of price fixing has been disturbed due to absence of any pricing formula and non-
professional behaviour of MOH. The matter has become quite intensified which can be proved 
from the fact that the deaths incidents in the government hospitals are happening due to illogical 
end improper pricing structure of various medicines. In this regard NRS committee had round of 
meetings with the members of DRAP and its secretary but no decision has been made so far.  
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7.   Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja asked as to what pricing mechanism was adopted 
by Ministry of Health before formulation of DRAP and the devolution to Provinces through 18th 
Amendment.  Secretary NRS replied that pricing mechanism existed earlier in one form or 
another but now we are moving towards formulation of proper Drug Pricing Policy and its draft 
is almost at final stage.   
 
8.  Senator Khan said that we should not waste anymore time on the issue of what had been 
going on in the Ministry of Health as it is a matter of life and death. After the promulgation of 
Drug Act as an independent and transparent authority, it is the responsibility of DRAP to 
formulate pricing policy immediately. Stakeholders have had many meetings with the NRS 
Ministry but none of our members were invited in the meeting although in the previous meeting 
secretary was directed that Senator Haseeb Khan would represent the committee in all important 
affairs but due to unknown reasons the direction of the committee has been ignored. It was, 
therefore, decided by the committee that the Chairman of PPMA and Pharma Bureau should also 
be invited so that all the members of the committee are apprised with their views on the matter. 

 
9.  Senator Khan also informed the committee members that the Pharma Bureau represents 
multinational manufacturers and PPMA represents national manufacturers. He believes that there 
is no difference in between National Companies and Multi National Companies because it 
becomes meaningless when we talk about medicines. International laws are same and it is 
mandatory for both of them to follow the CGMP.  Senator Khan always categorized 
manufactures of medicines in two categories, the producers of quality medicines and on 
prescription sale and those companies who are supplying medicines in government hospitals etc. 
and not on prescription sale. Both of them are different and must be treated differently. 
 
10.  Mr. Khan emphasized that there used to be a formula of MOH which was applied at their 
own will and prices were allowed to the applicant company depending upon the price the 
company is ready to pay for their chosen price tag. 
 
11.  In the end Senator Khan said that there is a policy board of DRAP and whatever policy 
be made would be surely enforced. There should be only one criterion for this policy i.e. it 
should be made in view of the international practices which after the implementation, would 
ensure quality medicine at affordable price to the patients. 
 
12.  Secretary agreed on the opening remarks of Senator Haseeb Khan that the pricing is very 
crucial issue. Industry wants good price for their products whereas the government want lesser 
price of the medicines. I had earlier worked for Ministry of Health in the capacity of Additional 
Secretary and understand that Drug Pricing Policy should be free from bureaucratic interference. 
The parameters and yardsticks be made which should be linked with the exchange rate so that 
pricing should be increased according to a reasonable limit. Keeping in view of the same we 
have drafted pricing policy which is under consultation with the stakeholders. 
 
13.  Secretary DRAP has further said that there were approximately 30 MNCs which have 
reduced to 22.  As there is no Drug Pricing Policy in Pakistan it was not viable for them to 
continue business. There was one formula in the absence of pricing policy under which the MOH 
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experts used to fix the prices and still continuing it due to the fact that there is no pricing policy 
as on today. 
 
14.  Secretary NRS also explained that unfortunately our companies are not WHO standard 
qualified and to gain such qualification a huge investment is required.  We are in favour of 
maintaining a high standard quality control and in this regard we have consulted WHO 
representatives who are ready to come and visit for regular inspections. 
 
15.  Secretary further said that there are also other stakeholders besides PPMA and PB such as 
Consumer Societies, Chemist Drug Association, Distributors and Exporters etc. 
 
16.  At this point Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said that these stakeholders are not regulated at 
all. Their profit margins are fixed by law. Only manufactures are controlled rather over 
controlled who have invested billion of rupees whereas distributors and chemists make profit 
with very insignificant investment. They also refrain from paying taxes because of improper 
documentation. 
 
17.  Chairman at this point asked PPMA and PB representative to present their view points on 
this issue. It was revealed with the introduction of PB member that he is an employee of Eli Lilly 
and not the stakeholder. Chairman PPMA was also not present. 
 
18.  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan has expressed his concern at the casual attitude of PB and 
said that PB is non-serious on this important issue. The representative of PPMA is the ex-
chairman and the owner of a well reputed firm. He also exports medicines and can give his view 
point but the representative of PB should not be allowed in the meeting because the matter is of 
grave importance and their Chairman was required to attend the meeting. Chairman said that the 
view point of PB representative be heard so that PB do not get the chance of complaining that 
they are not heard. 
 
19.  PB representative said that their chairman and members had meeting with the secretary 
and have given their suggestions in writing with respect to draft of pricing policy. 
 
20.  PPMA representative was given opportunity which he availed by commenting on 
international facts and figure regarding textile. He also said that Pakistan is holding 5th largest 
consumer market and India is at 3rd position. 
 
 Mr. Zahid Saeed, Ex-Chairman PPMA said that we should not delay in 

formulating a policy based on One Molecule One Price, if 20 companies are 
manufacturing Paracetamol then price should be same for all. 

 
 Mr. Zahid Saeed also said that under the international perspective there is an 

Essential Drug List which includes approximately 160 medicines which are 
controlled and remaining medicines are de-controlled. Market forces themselves 
control the prices of medicines. 
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 Mr. Zahid Saeed said regarding the threshold medicines that the price be fixed per 
tablet/per ml like in India. If prices are not fixed for threshold product per unit 
then it would mean that Ministry is compromising on the quality of medicines. He 
had given some example and said that PPMA has given its suggestions to DRAP. 

 
21.  A debate also took place on the “Country of Origin” where API is actually manufactured. 
It was also discussed that most of branded companies have shifted their manufacturing units to 
China. Mr. Zahid Saeed floated the idea of one quality one molecule one price.  Senator Haseeb 
Khan questioned as to how one quality can be checked along with the CGMP compliance 
binding upon all? Are all manufactures following its guidelines? The answer is No. So it can 
simply be concluded that one molecule one price formula is baseless and unjust hence not 
acceptable.   
 
22.  Secretary while criticizing on Mr. Zahid Saeed’s suggestion of One Molecule One Price 
said that it is not understandable that a company importing chemical from branded company and 
a company importing chemical from Me-too sources be given same price. 
 
23.  Secretary and Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan enquired from the representative of PB that do 
they agree with the view point of PPMA i.e. One Molecule One Price? In reply he said that 
Pharma Bureau have no objection. At this point Senator Haseeb Khan reminded that as pointed 
out earlier, an employee cannot become a stakeholder.  
 
24.  Secretary surprised that how is it possible that after the expiry of patent of multinationals, 
all the companies would be given the same price as was during the time of patent. He said that 
for example, if a raw material is purchased from China for use in Paracetamol will minimum 
quality of 9 to 10 impurities can not be compared with raw material containing 5 impurities. The 
later would definitely be better one and its price would surely be double than the former one. 
That is why reputed companies will try to purchase raw material from branded companies. 
 

Secretary further said that if he uses a medicine from non-compliant company then it 
comes into his mind that if he purchases a medicine from reputed company then it would 
be better. This is one perception. So the prices should be fixed based on bio-equivalence 
studies. We do not have laboratories but we can easily differentiate between branded and 
Me-too raw materials. 

 
25.  At this point Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan interrupted and said that we wanted the views 
of PB and PPMA. No further discussion is needed. However, he asked Mr. Zahid Saeed that 
there are 500 companies in Pakistan out of which 100 companies has got 95% market share 
whereas 400 companies have got only 5% or less. One Molecule One Price version of PPMA is 
not for 100 companies rather it is for 400 companies. It seems that PPMA is representing 400 
companies and not 100 companies of repute. Mr. Zahid Saeed said that Senator Khan had rightly 
said that 100 companies have got 95% share but obviously Ministry issue licenses to 
manufactures and so all are following international practices. Senator Haseeb Khan said that he 
should not argue and again asked whether he is representing 100 companies or 400 companies.  
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 He attempted to give example of biscuits on which Senator Haseeb Khan again asked to 
give answer of his question in Yes or No. Because you are Ex-Chairman having 
ownership of a reputed company which exports to 45 countries, possessing in-depth study 
of local and as well as international market but PPMA representative did not respond to 
the question.  

 
The committee of NRS is convinced that the representatives of PPMA and PB were 
unable to justify their version “ONE MOLECULE ONE PRICE” 

 
26. Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja suggested that National companies should be encouraged 
but not upto the extent that the multinational companies leave the business and run away from 
Pakistan. We should adopt a balanced approach in this regard.  He also informed that use of 
sexual medicines mostly of Indian origin is increasing day by day in Pakistan and the people are 
dying because no standard and quality has been maintained in those medicines. 
 
27. Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil also criticized the ineffective role of testing laboratories in 
government hospitals.  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan revealed that a bill related to Health Care 
Policy is coming and will be tabled very soon in the House.  Such bill will cover the aspects as 
put forward by honourable Senators.   
 
28. On Pricing Policy Senator Haseeb Khan has handed over some suggestions and requested 
for inclusion of the same as part of the minutes which are copied as under: 
 The pricing policy should be based on the following bases: 

The product should be divided into 3 broad categories based on their sources of APIs. 
 i. Branded generics produced from API sources of USA, UK,    
 Western Europe, Japan, Australia and Spain origin. 

ii. Me-too generics produced from API sources of India and China origin. 
iii. Generics produced from API sources from countries other than the above. 
 
• The price difference between a branded generic and a generic should be 25% and that 

between a generic and Me-too should be 15%.  Hence, the difference between a 
branded and Me-too generic would be 40%. This will lay the foundation of 
availability of premium quality products in the market and curbing the menace of 
availability of low quality substandard medicine from the country.  
Enforcement of the above policy will also greatly help the industry to gear up for 
making headways in export of medicines to the world.  
 

• “Brand Leader” concept and “same molecules same price” concept must be 
disregarded in totality, as the cGMP standards of the manufacturers are not the same 
and the sources of API used by them are also not the same.  Therefore, allowing same 
price to a product using low quality Chinese/Indian materials and the manufacturing 
facility that is cGMP non-compliant would be a crime if price given to that 
manufacturer is the same as the price of a branded generic who is using premium 
quality API from highly regulated markets and manufacturing the product in a CGMP 
complaint facility.   
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• Price of medicines must be increased using the 60:40 concept of inflation and devaluation 
respectively every year.  No capping or ceiling to be applied.   

 
• All product prices to be controlled except for the “threshold” products.  The per unit price 

of a threshold product to be identified separately. 
 
• Price Rationalization Initiative shall be applied on top priority to the EDL and top 50 

IMS products keeping in view whether the product is a branded generic, a generic, or 
Me-too generic. 

 
• Formula to be applied for calculating MRP of a product should be based on the premise 

that manufacturing cost should be 20% of the ex-factory price. 
 
Manufacturing cost shall include cost of APIs, excipients, packaging materials, 
production labor cost, QC testing cost and factory overheads (including utilities, 
depreciations, other indirect costs).  Other cost centers include marketing expenditures of 
25% administration cost of 8% and distribution/freight cost of 2%.  An income tax 
provision of 30% to be added to arrive to a MRP that would lead to a net profit after tax 
of 30%.  Such profit would greatly help the industry to upgrade itself on international 
standards and provide premium quality medicines to its public, in addition to gaining a 
decent share in the global medicine market. 
 
Resultantly, the maximum retail price shall be equivalent to:   

MRP=6.5 x manufacturing cost. 
• To improve the quality of medicines, use of API based on current pharmacopeia 

standards shall be strictly enforced.  Drug Control Office must stop endorsement of 
materials imported based on obsolete/old pharmacopeia standards for a particular API.  
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Item No. ii & iii LATEST UPDATE REGARDING OBTAINING NOC FROM THE 

PROVINCES PERTAINING TO DRAP AMENDMENT. 
 

DICUSSION ON THE DRAP AMENDMENTS WHICH WERE 
SUPPOSED TO BE LAID IN THE BOTH THE HOUSES WITHIN 
EIGHT DAYS AS DECIDED BY THE NRS COMMITTEE IN ITS 
MEETING HELD ON 24.01.2013 

 
29.   JS NRS informed that inspite of our best efforts, the NOC has been received from 
Sindh and Baluchistan Province only whereas the same is still awaited from KPK, Punjab and 
Gilgit-Baltistan Provinces. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan emphasized that we should pass the bill 
from Senate if National Assembly is dissolved because we cannot afford much to wait keeping in 
view the importance of the matter.  He criticized the role of NRS Ministry for non 
implementation of the Standing Committee decisions.  Ministry however by taking notice of the 
issue decided to nominate Mr. Muhammad Arshad Khan as Focal Person who will timely convey 
the implementation status of all decisions of SSC on NRS.  In future, Item No. I would be 
“Status of decisions of previous meeting”. 
 
Item No. iv  ANY OTHER ITEM 
 

A. Senator Haseeb Khan requested Chairman NRS committee to take serious 
note of very causal attitude of Ministry NRS in respect of appointment of 
CEO of DRAP. The acting CEO explained that the case of appointment 
was referred to Establishment Division which directed for endorsement of 
the same by Finance Division. At this point Chairman NRS asked why the 
matter was referred to other Ministries. The reply of acting CEO in this 
regard was vague and the sections of DRAP ACT which were referred by 
him were also irrelevant. The Chairman advised Secretary NRS to 
advertise this post of CEO in local & international news paper within a 
week. 

B. Appointment of representative of Homeopathic on Policy Board is a clear 
case of misusing the powers of Policy Board. At this stage nothing has 
been finalized in respect of Homeopathic & Natural OTC products. The 
acting CEO could not satisfy the members of Committee. The Chairman 
directed the Secretary to relieve the member of Homeopathic immediately 
under intimation to the Committee. The chairman also advised the 
secretary that DRAP is an Autonomous Body and he should not take 
dictation from “Unknown” personalities.   

C. Mr. Asad Pervez Qureshi’s homeopathic case was discussed in detail in 
the meeting.  As the case is much complicated and is also under trial in the 
Apex Court, therefore, Secretary NRS conveyed that we will sort it out 
and the Committee be conveyed the latest update in due course of time. 

 
30.  The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL REGULATIONS AND SERVICES ON 8th APRIL 2013, IN COMMITTEE 
ROOM NO.1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, ISLAMABAD. 
 

  A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Regulations and 
Services was held on 8th April, 2013 at 2:30 p.m. in Committee Room No.1, Parliament House, 
Islamabad. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah was in the Chair.  

2.  The Following members attended the meeting:- 
   Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan  Member 
   Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja Member 
   Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas  Member 
   Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen  Member 
   Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen Member 
   Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil  Member 
   Shahzada Jamal Nazir   Ex-Officio Member 
 
List of participants from Ministry of National Regulations and Services is at Annexure - A.  

 
3.  The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

(i) Briefing on the implementation status of recommendations made by the 
Standing Committee in the last meeting. 

(ii) To consider and finalize the draft of Pricing Policy, 2013 for onward approval 
of DRAP Policy Board. 

(iii) The reason for not advertising the post of Chief Executive Officer of the DRAP 
although the National Regulations and Services Committee was constantly 
reminding the Ministry for immediate appointment of its CEO. 

(iv) To discuss about the hurdles / difficulties being faced by the Ministry of 
National Regulations and Services in respect of issuance of NOC. 

(v) Any other item with permission of the chair. 
 

4.  The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Abdul 
Haseeb Khan. 
 
5.  The Chair and other Committee members congratulated Mr. Shahzada Jamal 
Nazir on assuming the responsibilities as Minister, National Regulations and Services. 
Thereafter, he invited Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan to take the floor. Senator Haseeb Khan 
showed his discomfort at the non-serious attitude of the Ministry of National Regulations and 
Services. He briefed the newly appointed Minister that the idea of formalizing Drug Regulatory 
Authority was initiated by him. In this respect, a Call Attention Notice was issued on 31-10-
2011.  A Special Committee was formed which after strenuous work made concrete 
recommendations which were totally ignored and a fake Drug Regulatory Authority Ordinance 
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was promulgated by the  Cabinet Secretariat, dated 16th February, 2012. Despite the fact that the 
then Cabinet Secretary and her team were very much part of the consultation process under 
Senate Special Committee.  
 
6.  Senator Khan further said that the Secretary, Cabinet Secretariat skillfully 
managed the approval of President of Pakistan (the same might be done on 16th February, 2012). 
A Bill was then moved on 30th April, 2012 in line to Drug Regulatory Authority Ordinance 
approved by the Senate Special Committee comprising of seven Senators from all five Provinces 
including FATA and Azad Kashmir. Again the bureaucracy at National Assembly and Senate 
ignored the recommendations of the Committee which were based on Senator Khan’s bill 
submitted on 30th April, 2012. 
 
7.  The Minister showed his concern about the negative approach of the bureaucracy 
in affairs of public health sector and assured that he would do all his best to eradicate the menace 
of corruption from his Ministry. 
 
8.  Mr. Khan showed his concern over the price increase of medicines during year 
2012.  Mr. Amanullah was asked to initially provide the Committee a list of price increase during 
six months i.e. from August, 2012 to February, 2013.  
 
9.  Senator Haseeb Khan said that in light to Standing Committees recommendations 
in the DRAP bill Clause 4 sub-clause (h) in respect of OTC / Natural product which was now a 
part of Act, the “Professionals” in DRAP had taken many actions to determine its scope. The 
Policy Board has also approved the formation of an Advisory Committee comprising of three 
members of their choice. Senator Khan said that he was working on this issue since 2002 and the 
bill on “Herbal Medicine” is pending in National Assembly since 2006. He further stated that the 
factual position of the Bill was also known to the present care-taker Minister Abdul Malick 
Kansi who was the then Minister for Health. 
  
10.  He also requested the Chair to give directions to the Ministry that it should not 
take any action unless a proper technical advisory committee is constituted and a mechanism for 
implementation of DRAP Act, 2012 would get finalized in respect of Nature / OTC product and 
that too in a meeting of National Regulations and Services Committee. He was of the view that 
the Parliament being a Supreme body should have taken in confidence by the Ministry of 
National Regulations and Services on such important issues.  
 
10.  Senator Haseeb khan explained the International Practices in respect of price 
fixation. He said that, internationally, the price of a medicine is based on the quality of raw 
material (APIs) both active and inactive. There are two grades of APIs available in the world. 
 

(i) Drug Master File (DMF) where the manufacturing facilities should also 
comply with (cGMP) Current Good Manufacturing Practices, conducted 
by strict regulatory authorities (SRA). 

(ii) Non DMF Grade, where the manufacturing facility only complies with 
local cGMP requirement.  
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(iii) As such there is a significant quality difference between the two grades of 
APIs. Thus this element should be considered in price polity i.e. DMF 
Grade (Branded) and Non-DMF Grade (Mee-too) as recommended by 
Senate Standing Committee on National Regulations and Services. 

(iv) It is pertinent to mention here that even in African countries; the cGMP 
compliance is based on WHO guidelines whereas in Pakistan the local 
cGMP compliance is a big question mark. 

 
11.  The Chairman Committee directed that the recommendations of the Senate 
Standing Committee Meeting dated 11th March, 2013 communicated by Senator Haseeb Khan, 
vide his letter no. 663 dated, 26th March, 2013, should be included / incorporated in the Draft of 
Pricing Policy forwarded to him by Secretary National Regulations and Services.  
 
12.   The Committee desired to know from the Ministry of National Regulations and 
Services about the reasons for leaving Senator Haseeb uninformed on developments/decisions 
and meetings relevant to DRAP, despite the fact that he was nominated as a focal person by the 
Standing Committee on National Regulations and  Services. The Chair stressed on taking Sen. 
Haseeb on board on all issues which came under the purview of the Senate Standing Committee 
on National Regulations and Services. In this respect, he would also attend the meeting of the 
Policy Board scheduled to be held on 12th April, 2013.   
 
13.  At this juncture, Chairman Committee left the meeting and the Senator Haseeb 
Khan took the chair subsequently. 
 
14.  While referring to the issue of pricing policy the Chair said the only way forward 
was to have close collaboration and coordination with devotion and sincerity amongst the three 
stake holders i.e. the Senate Standing Committee on National Regulations and Services, the 
Policy Board and the Ministry of National Regulations and Services. The Chair discussed the 
pricing policy formula suggested by the Senate Standing Committee. (A copy of the proposed 
formula is at (Annexure - C).  
 
15.  On the Selection of CEO, he said that the Advertisement for the appointment of 
the CEO should be materialized without further delay. The Caretaker Minister, National 
Regulations and Services assured the Committee to consult the Cabinet Division and Ministry of 
Finance for the appointment of CEO of DRAP at the earliest.      
 
16.  After detailed deliberations the Committee made following 
recommendations. 
 

• It was recommended that the Ministry of National Regulations and Services 
would present a list of price increase during six months i.e. from August, 2012 to 
February, 2013 in the next meeting. 

• Ministry of National Regulations and Services should not take any action unless a 
proper technical advisory committee got constituted and a mechanism for 
implementation of DRAP Act, 2012 would get finalized in respect of Nature / 
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OTC product and that too in a meeting of National Regulations and Services 
Committee. 

• The Committee decided that the recommendations of the Senate Standing 
Committee Meeting dated 11th March, 2013 communicated by Senator Haseeb 
Khan, vide his letter no. 663 dated, 26th March, 2013,  should be included / 
incorporated in the Draft of Pricing Policy. 

• The Advertisement for the appointment of the CEO should be materialized 
without further delay. 

 
17.  The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
 
 
 
 

Sd/- 
(Zarghoona Shabbir) 
Secretary Committee 

 

Sd/- 
(Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 

Chairman, 
Senate Standing Committee on National 

Regulations and Services 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL REGULATIONS AND SERVICES ON 22nd APRIL 2013, IN COMMITTEE 
ROOM NO.1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, ISLAMABAD. 
 
  A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Regulations and 
Services was held on 22nd April, 2013 at 2:00 p.m. in Committee Room No.1, Parliament House, 
Islamabad. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah was in the Chair.  
2.  The Following members attended the meeting:- 
 
   Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan   Member 
   Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja  Member 
   Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas   Member 
   Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen   Member 
   Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin  Member 
   Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil   Member 
   Senator Heman Dass    Member 
   Shahzada Jamal Nazir    Ex-Officio Member 
 
List of participants from Ministry of National Regulations and Services is at Annexure - A.  
 
3.  The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 
 

(i) Proposed Mechanism for implementation of DRAP Act for alternative 
medicines and OTC products. 

(ii) Accounts Balance sheet duly audited in the last three years of National 
Councils for Homeopathy. 

(iii) Accounts Balance sheet duly audited for Tib and status of elections. 
(iv) Any other item with the permission of the chair. 

 
4.  The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Abdul 
Haseeb Khan. 
 
5.  The chair welcomed the participants especially the stakeholders who are directly 
or indirectly linked to Alternative Medicines / OTC products. He said that the stakeholders 
should be on board while matters related to their interest are discussed. 
 
6.  Thereafter, Dr. Samad took the floor. The Committee was informed that 
regulation process envisages enlistment followed by licensing of the manufacturers of the 
alternative medicines through a phased program along with a mechanism for ensuring safety, 
efficacy and quality of alternative medicine. It was added that in the first phase, enlistment 
process was being carried out and approximately 300 companies would be registered on 
voluntary basis. 
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7.  The enlistment procedure would require a form to be filled by the applicant and 
submit it to the office of the Directorate. The fee for the enlistment of firm is proposed as Rs. 
10,000/- and per product for homeopathic remedies is Rs.250/- remedy as a single ingredient, 
mother tincture as single remedy is Rs.250/- and Rs.500/- specialty. After that the enlistment 
process is completed the same will serve as a survey and on the basis of the draft rules for 
Alternative Medicine shall be prepared by Directorate will be presented before the next meeting 
of the Policy Board. It was added that on completion of the enlistment process, the draft rules for 
Alternative Medicines would be prepared on the basis of same enlistment list. Thereafter, the 
enlistment form for Health and OTC products was displayed. (Copy of the form is at  
Annexure B)  
 
8.  There was utter confusion raised on the issue of fee collection amounting to Rs. 
10,000/- against the draft enlisting form. The National Regulations and Services Team was asked 
to explain under which rules such demand was made. At this point, the Caretaker Minister issued 
directions to the Ministry of National Regulations and Services to provide him details of all the 
companies from which the fee was charged and utilization of the said amount.  
 
9.  While discussing the same issue, Secretary, National Regulations and Services 
informed the committee that the DRAP being an autonomous body used to generate it’s own 
resources and the idea of placing fee against the proposed enlisting form was in that connection. 
However, no directive was issued so far by the Authorities in that regard. It was further stated 
that usually companies tend to submit early form fee with a vision to meet their own interests. 
The Chair appreciated the idea of registering of OTC Companies and commended the efforts of 
the Ministry of NRS in this regard. The Committee opined to form committees comprised of 
government representatives, technical experts and concerned stakeholders to establish a 
comprehensive plan for enlisting Alternative Medicines / OTC Products.  
 
10.  The stakeholders of Alternative Medicines / OTC Products were of the view that 
categories such as Unani, Ayurvedic, Nutritional Products and Food Supplement, Homeopathic, 
Biochemic Medicine, Medicated Cosmetics; including Soaps, Toothpastes and disinfectants, 
Baby Milk and Cereals should be handled separately. They suggested that a permanent Technical 
Advisory Committee (TAC) coming under the purview of Director Health and OTC products 
should be formed. The sectors include: 
  1) Unani, Ayurvedic, Herbal, Nutraceutical & Health supplements 

2) Homeopathic & Biochemic medicines 
3) Medicated Cosmetics, medicated shampoos and soaps including tooth 

pastes and disinfectants 
4) Baby Milk and Cereals 

 
It was added that all decisions regarding alternative medicines, health and otc products should be 
based upon the recommendations of relevant technical advisory committees after approval from 
the policy board. The idea of introducing pharmacopeias for registration of alternative medicines 
including homeopathic drugs, tib / unani medicines etc. was discussed. A concrete strategy 
should be built for gauging of drugs to ensure quality health of the masses. Alternative medicines 
differ from modern medicines in many ways therefore, it was recommended to establish a 
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standardized testing laboratory for testing & analysis of Unani, Ayurvedic, Herbal, and 
Nutritional Products & Food Supplements.  
 
11. The Committee was informed that thirty days time period has been allocated for 
registration of medical products. A crackdown operation would be launched against the quacks / 
fake companies when the given time period is over.   
 
 
12.  After detailed deliberations the Committee made following 
recommendations. 
 

• The Committee proposed to consult Indian or U.S mechanism while 
dealing with enlistment list. 

• Quacks and fake companies should be banned and penalized accordingly. 
• Before finalizing rules relating to Alternative Medicines / OTC, the  

Ministry of NRS should discuss the same with the Senate NRS Committee 
and the stakeholders. 

• The Ministry of National Regulations and Services would brief the 
Committee about the shortcoming vis a vis enlistment form/fee.  

• The Committee opined to form committees comprised of government 
representatives, technical experts and concerned stakeholders to establish 
a comprehensive plan for enlisting Alternative Medicines / OTC Products.  

 
13.  The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
 
 
 
 

Sd/- 
(Zarghoona Shabbir) 
Secretary Committee 

 

Sd/- 
(Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 

Chairman, 
Senate Standing Committee on National 

Regulations and Services 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL REGULATIONS AND SERVICES ON 7th May, 2013 IN COMMITTEE 
ROOM NO.1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, ISLAMABAD. 
 
 A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Regulations and Services was 
held on 7th May, 2013 at 3:00 p.m. in Committee Room No.1, Parliament House, Islamabad. 
Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah was in the Chair.  
2. The Following members attended the meeting:- 
 
  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan  Member 
  Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas  Member 
  Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin Member 
  Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen Member 
  Senator Heman Dass   Member 
  Shahzada Jamal Nazir   Ex-Officio Member 
 
List of participants from Ministry of National Regulations and Services is at Annexure - A.  
 
3. The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

(i) Progress on the decisions made during the various committee meetings. 
(ii) Finalization of Pricing Formula in light of Proposals of PPMA, PB and 

NRS Committee. 
(iii) Appointment of Chief Executive Officer. 
(iv) Appointment of Director and various Committee Members to run the 

newly created division of OTC/ Natural Products at DRAP. 
(v) Any other item with the permission of the chair. 

 
4. The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator  
Abdul Haseeb Khan. 
 
5. Under Rule 175(3), Senator Haseeb Khan presided over the meeting. He welcomed the 
participants especially the newly appointed Secretary, Ministry of National Regulations and 
Services, Mr. Farooq Ahmed Awan with a view that his experience would add valuable 
substance to the Committees overall performance. However, serious reservations were observed 
on the sudden transfer of previous Secretary, Ministry of National Regulations and Services, Mr. 
Innayat Elahi whose contribution and support in the price fixation matter was appreciable. The 
Committee took serious note of the late dispatchment of the working papers to the Senate 
Standing Committee on National Regulations and Services. It was said that such negligence 
would not recur in future. The Secretary however assured that the needful would be firmly 
carried out in future. 
 

120 
 



6. Meanwhile, the Minster, Ministry of National Regulations and Services, Mr. Shahzada 
Jamal Nazir told the Committee that he had adopted zero tolerance strategy in his term. He 
initiated inquiries and administrative changes in almost all subjects which were under the control 
of his Ministry. The Committee unanimously endorsed the idea of inquiring of non-transparent 
practices, dubious delays, out of line favoritism and losses incurred to the public exchequer 
pertaining to (a) Pricing (b) Registration and (c) Licensing. (Copy of the letter for inquiry by 
the DG FIA is at Annexure - B). Subsequently, the idea of sending the list of 37 registered 
medicines to the FIA/NAB was also discussed.   
 
7. He further added that serious notice was taken of the fact that medical / dental faculties of 
various medical and dental colleges in the public and private sector were employed at more than 
one institution which ultimately leads to compromising the quality of medical / dental education. 
In this regard, clear directions wre given to the Administrator, Pakistan Medical & Dental 
Council (PM&DC) to remedy the situation and take pre-emtive steps in best national interest.  

 
Agenda item (iii) 

 
 
8. The Committee was told that the advertisement for the appointment of new Chief 
Executive Officer will be published without further delay. The Minster and Secretary, Ministry 
of National Regulations and Services were of the same view in this regard. A directive was 
issued during the meeting by the Minster, Ministry of National Regulations and Services to 
advertise the post of CEO on the following day. 

 
 

Agenda item (iv) 
 
 
9. Regarding OTC/Natural Products, the Committee was informed that Professor Zafar 
Saeed Zaidi would be replaced by the existing Homeopathic Personal in the policy board. In this 
regard a formal notification will be issued soon. 

 
 

Agenda item (ii) 
 

 
10. At this juncture, Senator Zafar Ali Shah took the Chair. The Committee showed its 
dissatisfaction over non-conformity of any formula adopted for registration of drug prices. It was 
said that disparity factor existed in drug prices through out the country. In terms of hardship 
cases Mr. Amanullah, Director (Costing and Pricing) told the Committee members that no set 
formula was available. Thereafter, a comparative analysis of five different pricing formulas was 
displayed. (Copy of the comparative pricing formulas is at Annexure -C) 
 
11. Meanwhile, the Secretary, Ministry of National Regulations and Services suggested that 
the policy board should not fix the pricing formula, however, an independent / impartial firm 
needed to be hired for this purpose. There should be a number of options available before 
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finalizing price fixation mechanism. The Chair asserted that pricing being a sensitive issue 
should be handled with cautiousness so as to ensure the safety of public health. The Senator 
Haseeb along with other members stressed on the  formulation of Pricing Formula by the 
Ministry of National Regulations and Services as a basic step. It was suggested to scrutinize 500 
medicine companies in Pakistan on the basis of CGMP compliance. At this stage, the Minister, 
Ministry of National Regulations & Services directed the Ministry of National Regulations & 
Services to form a CGMP compliance committee forthwith. The Committee decided to set a 
pricing formula in the presence of the caretaker Minister. Therefore, instantaneous actions 
needed to be taken by the Ministry of National Regulations and Services in consultation with the 
Senate Standing Committee to finalize the pricing formula at the earliest. Price moratorium is a 
positive step but it should be rationalized    
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12. After detailed deliberations the Committee made following recommendations: 
 

• The Post of CEO will be advertised on the following day. 
• In order to probe embezzlement in the drug pricing structure, it was recommended 

that the list of 37 registered medicines should be sent to the FIA/NAB for inquiry. 
• Timely delivery of working paper to the standing committee needed to be ensured 

in future. 
• The scrutiny of 500 medicine companies in Pakistan should be done on the basis 

of CGMP compliance. 
• The Ministry of National Regulations & Services was directed to form a CGMP 

compliance Committee forthwith. 
 
 
13. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
 
 
 
 

Sd/- 
(Zarghoona Shabbir) 
Secretary Committee 

 

Sd/- 
(Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 

Chairman, 
Senate Standing Committee on National 

Regulations and Services 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL REGULATIONS AND SERVICES ON 22nd MAY, 2013 IN COMMITTEE 
ROOM NO.1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, ISLAMABAD. 
 
 A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Regulations and Services was 
held on 22nd May, 2013 at 3:30 p.m. in Committee Room No.1, Parliament House, Islamabad. 
Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah was in the Chair.  
 
2. The Following members attended the meeting:- 
   

Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan   Member 
  Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja  Member 
  Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas   Member 
  Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen   Member 
  Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin  Member 
  Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen  Member 
  Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil   Member 
  Senator Muhammad Rafique Rajwana Member 
  Senator Heman Dass    Member 
 
List of participants from Ministry of National Regulations and Services is at Annexure - A.  
 
3. The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

 
(i) To finalize the different issues with reference to Drug Pricing Formula. 
(ii) Formation of committee for inspection & certification for cGMP compliance. 
(iii) OTC / Natural Products formation of executive committee. 
(iv) Any other left over matters. 

 
4. The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Malik Muhammad 
Rafique Rajwana.  

 
Agenda Item (i) 

 
5. The Chair welcomed all the participants. Thereafter, Senator Haseeb took the floor. He 
briefed the Committee members that the National Regulations and Services Committee has been 
working closely with the DRAP just to ensure that the DRAP being an autonomous body could 
eventually come up to an independent decision aligned with the DRAP ACT 2013 and certainly be 
reflective of public’s interest. However, the Standing Committees efforts were being taken 
seriously neither by the DRAP nor by the PPMA. He further stated that the National Regulations 
and Services Committee could only recommend its proposals to any Government agency / 
departments and cannot influence anybody.  The PPMA has backed off from their written pricing 
policy recommendations. Moreover, after dishonoring its Chairman’s recommendations, they have 
till date not given their revised version whereas; the Pharma Bureaus recommendations were 
already sent to the DRAP.  
 
6. The Committee members stressed on the formulation of pricing formula on the basis of 
quality of products at an affordable price. The Committee showed its serious concern over the 



126 
 

demeaning act of involving some media personnel’s including Kamran Khan to put on air the 
increase upto 550% as against reduction of prices ranging from 20% to 75% of registered drugs. 
That was an attempt to insult working of Senate Standing Committee, Ministry of National 
Regulations and Services, Secretary Policy Board, who were spending hours to recommend a 
Pricing Formula which could ensure “quality medicines at an affordable price”. It was added that 
price fixation was a serious issue which is affecting a common man as well as the Industry 
particularly export based manufacturer and the industry following cGMP in line to International 
Standards. The Committee members appreciated Senator Haseeb, as it was impossible without his 
sincere efforts. His contribution for the cause would always be remembered.  
 
The letter of PPMA acting Chairman Mr. Nasir M. Qureshi addressed to Chairman Senate and copy 
to Chairman National Regulations and Services Committee was placed before the National 
Regulations and Services Committee.  The contents of letter and language used tantamounts to 
insult of Senate Standing Committee, Ministry National Regulations and Services and 
Parliamentarians.   
 
The Committee unanimously decided to move a Privilege Motion in the upcoming Senate session 
against the propaganda of price hike in drugs being carried out by the Acting Chairman, PPMA, 
Mr. Nasir M. Qureshi in the Media.  

 
Agenda Item (ii) 

 
7. The Secretary, National Regulations and Services also commended the efforts of Senator 
Haseeb in streamlining the pricing structure of drugs in Pakistan. Regarding probing of the 
possibility of corruption for getting higher prices through the ‘hardship cases’ and as per 
Committee’s decision, it was informed that the list of 37 medicines was sent to the NAB/ FIA for 
inquiry. A formal inquiry would be placed soon. It was added that the cGMP compliance was the 
only criteria upon which drug standardization and elements of corruption could be monitored. 
Accordingly the Committee recommended that the cGMP compliance committee should be formed 
immediately.  
 
The Committee members also highlighted the importance of prequalification of manufactures, 
which will ensure supply of quality medicine to Institutes & Hospitals. This is being practiced at 
renowned Institution and Hospitals of the Country. It was recommended that Ministry of National 
Regulations and Services should ensure that only the prequalified manufacturing units should be 
allowed to participate in supply of medicine to the public sector Hospitals and Institutions. Senator 
Khan highlighted Section 4 in respect of composition of Authority comprising of one CEO & 
thirteen Directors. He pointed out the appointment of four Directors who are engaged on two 
positions of directors at a time, namely, Mr. Mohammad Arshad, Mr. Amanullah, Mr. Ghulam 
Rasul Dutani and Mr.Muhammad Tanweer. Moreover, the appointment of CEO is still pending 
since day one. 
 
Senator Haseeb also informed the committee that it is a matter of concern that the criteria of 
selection of Ayaz Ali Khan Director Pharmacy Lahore as member policy board is not known. 
Similarly the nomination of four expert members on the board out of six is also not in accordance 
to the rules laid down under Article 9 (1) j. The nomination of two Directors is still pending.   
  

Agenda Item (iii) 
 
8. The Director DRAP informed the Committee that for the first time a list of 51 experts and 
11 specialties of herbal, Unani, Ayurvedic and the list of books that were being used in the 
formulation of those drugs have been compiled. The Bio-data of these experts was under the 
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process of compilation. In the absence of national Pharmacopoeia, the Committee decided to bring 
U.S Pharmacopoeia for herbal medicines. The Committee decided that for OTC herbal medicines 
regulation, a consultation body should be formed comprising of representation from each province 
and other stakeholders/experts.   
 
9. After detailed deliberations the Committee made following recommendations: 
 
 (i)  To move a Privilege Motion in the upcoming Senate session against the false 

 propaganda of price hike in drugs being carried out by the Acting Chairman, PPMA, 
 Mr. Nasir M. Qureshi in the Media.  
(ii) That the cGMP compliance committee comprising of professionals & Experts in the 
 related specialization be constituted immediately 

 (iii) To ensure prequalification of manufactures for supply of medicine in 
 Government Hospitals and Institutions.   
(iv) To finalize pricing formula on the bases of “Quality medicine at affordable 
 price”. 
(v) To form an advisory committee for OTC herbal medicines comprising of equal 

representation from provinces and other stakeholders/experts.  
(vi) To finalize U.S pharmacopoeia for herbal medicines.  
(vii) To finalize standard operating procedures (SoPs) for manufacturing, Storage, 

transportation  and Sales. 
 
10. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
 
 
 
 

Sd/- 
(Zarghoona Shabbir) 
Secretary Committee 

 

Sd/- 
(Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 

Chairman, 
Senate Standing Committee on National 

Regulations and Services 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES, REGULATION AND COORDINATION ON 23rd 
JULY, 2013 IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO.1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, ISLAMABAD. 
 
 A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulation and 
Coordination was held on 23rd July, 2013 at 10:30 a.m. in Committee Room No.1, Parliament 
House, Islamabad. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah was in the Chair.  
2. The Following members attended the meeting:- 
 
  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
  Senator Sabir Ali Baloch    Member 
  Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
  Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas    Member 
  Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin   Member 
  Senator Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana  Member 
  Senator Heman Dass     Member 
  Senator Kalsoom Parveen    Special Invitee 
  Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarrar    Ex-Officio Member 
 
List of participants from Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation & Coordination is at 
Annexure - A.  
 
3. The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 
Agenda – “A”) (Update of the progress on the decisions taken in the previous meetings on 
 the following agenda.) 
 

(i) Formation of cGMP compliance committee. 
(ii) Pricing formula finalized on the basis of “Quality medicines at affordable price”. 

(iii) Progress on NOC from provinces in respect of amendment in DRAP Act, 2012 
which is pending since October, 2012. 

(iv) Enlistment process of Alternative Medicines and progress so far, in light to our 
discussion. 

(v) Any other item with permission of the Chair. 
 
Agenda – “B”) (On Pakistan Medical & Dental Council) 
 

(i) Briefing by the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination on Pakistan Medical and Dental Council’s Role, functions and 
responsibilities. 

(ii) Detail about Medical Policies / Rules recognized by PM&DC and to provide 
complete information regarding its members. 

(iii) Briefing on criteria / procedure of registration of Doctors. 
(iv) Detail of PM&DC’s Budget, Audit and procedure of recruitment of employees 

in the Council. 
(v) Any other item with permission of the Chair. 

 
4. The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Malik Muhammad 
Rafique Rajwana. 
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5. At the outset the Chairman Committee welcomed the members and participants of the 
meeting. He congratulated Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarar on assuming the responsibilities as new State 
Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination and extended his good wishes 
to her. Before inviting her to take the floor, the Chair along with other Committee members 
registered their serious reservations on late submission of working papers. It was said that such 
negligence would not be accepted in future.  
 
6. While taking the floor, Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarar gave assurance to the Committee members 
for timely submission of working papers to the Committee members in future. Thereafter, she 
briefed the Committee members about the revolutionary steps she had taken within a short period 
of two months. Her task was very challenging as manipulation was at the verge.  The PM&DC & 
DRA issues were filled with multifaceted corruption on different levels. Things were moving on 
preferential basis. Individuals rather than Institutes were given importance. She categorically stated 
that the PM&DC shouldn’t be called as Pakistan Medical & Dental Council rather it should be 
named as the Private Medical & Dental Council because of large representation of private 
members. It was informed that the DRAP Bill 2012 would be amended further but with the 
consensus of all stakeholders including Provinces to overcome issues pertaining to licensing, 
registration and pricing and to develop confidence building measures to attract foreign investment 
as many multinational pharmaceutical companies have closed their businesses in Pakistan and 
others were trying to follow the suit.      
 
7. Senator Haseeb presented his book entitled, “Foundation of Establishment of Drug 
Regulatory Authority” to the Committee Chair and the Minster for State, Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarar 
with a covering page containing: 
 

This book contains a glimpse of various detailed deliberations that the NRS 
Committee undertook starting from my Call Attention Notice to form a DRAP 
body after Federal Ministry of Health was abolished post 18th Amendment. 
Neither the DRAP Act nor its functioning is close to what our Committee had 
outlined. 
DRAP is still passing through its teething phase and I am confident that the 
Government shall take up this daunting challenge of establishing the pharma 
sector and its regulation in line with the progress made worldwide in this 
important and vital sector of heart care. 

 
Agenda “A” 

 
8. In his opening remarks Senator Khan welcomed the Minster of State, Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarar 
and just to update the progress and issues of DRAP ACT, he stated that the idea of formalizing 
Drug Regulatory Authority was initiated by him. In this respect, a Call Attention Notice was placed 
before the House on 31-10-2011.  A Special Committee was formed which after strenuous work 
made concrete recommendations. The Senate Special Committee in its last meeting unanimously 
approved that “under no circumstances the Cabinet Division should bypass the Special 
Committee and make any alterations in the DRA- Ordinance without the approval of the 
Committee”, however, that fact was totally ignored and a fake Drug Regulatory Authority 
Ordinance was promulgated by the Cabinet Secretariat, dated 16th February, 2012. Despite the fact 
that the then Cabinet Secretary and her team were very much part of the consultation process under 
Senate Special Committee. In line to that a Privilege Motion dated, 8th May, 2012, was moved to 
take action against the Secretary for misleading the President in promulgating the fake Ordinance. 
The appointment of CEO of DRAP was pending since 16th October, 2012. The appointment of six 
expert members under Article 9(j) & clause 3 of DRAP Act, was not yet finalized. The NOC from 
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Provinces for Amendments is yet to be taken. According to Senator Khan without these 
amendments the Act/Authority is a dead body. Pricing is a long-term issue resulting in loss of 
export and up gradation of cGMP compliant pharmaceutical manufacturing units as well as 
rationalization of prices, which can substantially reduce prices of certain fast moving products. The 
formation of cGMP compliance committee is another pending issue which needed to be streamlined 
on priority.  

 
9. Every time false promises were made but not a single recommendation was finalized and 
implemented which tantamount to insulting the Upper House, Senate of Pakistan. When the DRAP 
Bill was laid in the Senate, the essential 14 points were deleted. But on the promise and written 
consent of the then Minister, National Regulations & Services and on her assurance on the floor of 
the House to add these 14 amendments in the next sitting of the House, the Committee agreed to 
pass the Bill. According to senator Khan the business of fake and adulterated medicines is on the 
rise and there is a high time to act in the interest of public health and not become a collaborator of 
this abhorrent business. DRAP must perform all functions in its domain in the most upright, honest 
and appropriate manner based on the dozens of good regulatory models available in the world 
instead of re-inventing the wheel with lapse and errors.   
 
10. Regarding appointment of CEO, the Minister of National Health Services, Regulation & 
Coordination said that the Post was advertised and twelve people were short- listed out of which 
none were from the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation & Coordination. Mrs Saira 
Afzal Tarar was of the view that the selection criteria of CEO should be reviewed to make it more 
transparent. The Secretary, National Health Services, Regulation & Coordination said that the 
Policy Board is working under the existing law. PPMA, Pharma Bureau have given the status of an 
observer. The existing CEO, Arshad Khan is having an acting charge of CEO. The Committee 
members stressed on establishing a complete policy board to eliminate chances of unfairness.  

 
“Agenda B” 

 
11. The Committee members expressed reservations over the functioning of the Pakistan 
Medical and Dental Council. It was observed that Senator Karim Ahmed Khwaja who was 
nominated by the Chairman Senate as the member of the PM&DC was never called by the Council 
in any of its meetings. However, the PM&DC registrar explained that Senator Karim would be 
called by the new Council as he was not part of the sitting Council. He also pointed out that in 
2004, a sum of Rs. 160 million were in the account of PM&DC (A copy of the presentation is at 
Annexure-B). However due to financial irregularities nothing has been left. Justice(R) Syed 
Shabbar Raza Rizvi, Chairman Inquiry Commission told the Committee members that his 
participation in the Committee was nothing more than an observer. Regarding report of the inquiry 
commission, it was said that he could not disclose it unless it got submitted to the competent 
authority. The inquiry Commission was made to probe in to matters related to irregularities in the 
registration of doctors and medical colleges. The Sindh President Pakistan Medical Association Dr. 
Samrina Hashmi claimed that the recent PM&DC elections held in April were unfair. According to 
her some of the candidates were threatened by their seniors and there were attempts to bribe them 
to withdraw their names. Senator Kalsoom Perveen and Senator Sabir Ali Baloch who were 
representing  Baluchistan Province were of the view that the PM&DC lacks regular representation 
from Balochistan. The elections held in their Province should not be considered as null and void. 
They stressed on streamlining PM&DC rules and procedure for registration of medical colleges. 
The PM&DC office in Balochistan should have better facilities like offices in other Provinces.  
 
12. To probe into PM&DC’s matters the Chairman Committee constituted a Sub-Committee 
under the convener ship of Senator Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana. The other members 
include: Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja, Senator Heman Dass and Senator Kalsoom Perveen. The 
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TORs of the Sub-Committee would be the election process of PM&DC, the composition of its 
Council, the composition / working of its executive body. The Sub-Committee can also include any 
other item which may considered pertinent to the issues of PM&DC.    
 
13.  After detailed deliberations the Committee made following recommendations: 
 

1) The Committee recommended to form a complete Policy Board but on the basis of 
terms and conditions mentioned in the DRAP Act 2012 

2) All necessary measures should be taken to obtain NOC from the Provinces for the 
amendments in the DRAP Act 2012. 

3) The appointment of CEO should be done on priority basis. 
4) The formation of cGMP compliance Committee should be done on urgent basis. 
5) The PM&DC elections held in Balochistan should not be considered as null and 

void. 
6) The Committee decided to constitute a sub-committee to discuss matters related to 

PM&DC. 
 
14. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
 
 
 
 

Sd/- 
(Zarghoona Shabbir) 
Secretary Committee 

 

Sd/- 
(Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 

Chairman, 
Senate Standing Committee on National 

Health Services, Regulations and Coordination 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES, REGULATION AND COORDINATION HELD ON 18th 
SEPTEMBER, 2013 IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO.1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, 
ISLAMABAD. 
 
 A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulation and 
Coordination was held on 18th September, 2013 at 02:30 p.m. in Committee Room No.1, Parliament 
House, Islamabad. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah was in the Chair.  
 
2. The Following members attended the meeting:- 
 

  Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah    Chairman 
  Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
  Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas    Member 
  Senator Almas Parveen    Member 
  Senator Sabir Ali Baloch    Member 
  Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin   Member 
  Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen   Member  
  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
  Senator Heman Dass      Member 
  Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarrar    Ex-Officio Member 
 

List of participants from Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation & Coordination is at 
Annexure - A.  
 

3. The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 
i. Update/Progress on the recommendations made by the Committee in its meeting 

held on 23-07-2013. 
ii. Consideration on the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (Amendment) Bill, 

2013, moved by Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan, in the sitting of the Senate held on 
26th August, 2013. 

iii. Consideration of Pakistan Pharmacy Council Bill, 2013 moved by Senator Abdul 
Haseeb Khan, in the Senate in its sitting held on 26th August, 2013. 

iv. Any other item with the permission of the Chair.   
 

4. The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Karim Ahmed 
Khawaja. 
 
5. At the outset, the Chairman Committee welcomed the members and participants of the 
meeting. Thereafter, Mr. Arshad Raheem Khan, CEO, DRAP took the floor. 

 

(Agenda I) 
 

6. The Committee was informed that a policy board has been formed on the basis of terms and 
conditions mentioned in the DRAP ACT, 2012. Accordingly, six expert members have been 
nominated as under: 
S. 
No. 

Name of Expert Province Public / 
Private 
Sector 

Specialty / field of expertise 

1 Mr. Arshad Raheem Khan Sindh Private Drug Manufacturing & Quality 
Control 

2. Mr. Abdul Latif Sheikh Sindh Private Pharmacy Services, Health Finance 
& Health Economics 

3. Mr. Ayaz Ali Khan Punjab  Public Drug Regulation and Pharmacy 
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Services 
4. Prof. Dr. Akbar Chaudhary Punjab Private Public Health & Health Management 
5. Prof. Muhammad Daud Khan Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa 
Private  Public Health & Health Management 

6. Dr. Syed Umer Jan Balochistan Public Pharmacy Services 
 
7. This step was well appreciated by the Committee members. However, Members have shown 
serious concerns over delay in obtaining NOC from the Provinces for the amendments in the DRAP 
ACT. They were informed that the Provincial Governments of Sindh and Balochistan have not 
agreed on certain proposed amendments. (Copy of the replies received is at annexure B&C ). The 
Committee was further informed that the Ministry is still waiting to receive the replies from 
Provincial Governments of Punjab, Khyber Pukhtunkhwa & Gilgit Baltistan. The Chair along with 
other members was of the view that the Provincial NOC has already been received on the Bill. 
According to them Provinces are on Board. But, at this point the Secretary, Ministry of National 
Health Services, Regulation & Coordination read the Article 144 of the Constitution of Pakistan 
which is as under: 

 
144. (1) “If [one] or more Provincial Assemblies pass resolutions to the 

effect that [Majlis-e-Shoora {Parliament}]may be law regulate any 
matter not enumerated in {the Federal Legislation List] in the Fourth 
Schedule, it shall be lawful for [Majlis-e-Shoora {Parliament}]to 
pass an Act for regulating that matter accordingly, but any act so 
passed may, as respects any Province to which it applies, be amended 
or repealed by Act of the Assembly of that Province”.   

 
8. According to the Secretary, Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation & 
Coordination the present law is same as agreed by the Provinces, but for the proposed amendments 
the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation & Coordination, needed to seek approval from 
the Provinces as according to the above mentioned Article 144 of the Constitution of Pakistan. The 
Committee recommended that all the documents which were sent to the Provincial Governments for 
seeking NOC for the amendments in the DRAP ACT, 2012 should be sent to the Standing 
Committee. On the issue of cGMP Compliance Committee formation and delay in providing 
pricing formula by the Ministry, Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan and other Committee members 
expressed dissatisfaction and stressed on timely compliance with the Committee recommendations. 

 
(Agenda II & III) 

 
9.  Regarding agenda item II, the Committee decided to form an informal committee in 
consultation with the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation & Coordination wherein 
matters related to DRAP Bill, 2012 will be discussed. Senator Haseeb, Senator Karim Ahmed 
Khawaja, Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarrar, Minister of State for National Health Services, Regulation & 
Coordination, Mr. Imtiaz Inayat Elahi,  Secretary Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation 
& Coordination and two to three members from the think tanks will be part of the committee and 
they will meet and discuss the matters in detail. However, for the discussion on agenda item III, Mr. 
Arshad Raheem Khan along with President Pharmacy Council will also participate.  
 
10. Before concluding the meeting, the Chairman Committee highlighted the issue of Sheikh 
Zayed Postgraduate Medical Institute, Lahore. The Committee was informed that after devolution, 
the Institute is facing financial / management issues which needed to be addressed. The Chair 
decided to take up the issue of Sheikh Zayed Postgraduate Medical Institute, Lahore in the next 
meeting. At this juncture, the Members opined that medical institutes such as NICVD, JPMC and 
NICH should also be called in the meeting as they are facing same issues after 18th Amendment. 
Therefore, the Committee decided to invite the said medical institutes in the next meeting. 
 



 
11. After detailed deliberations the Committee made following recommendations: 
 

(i) Documents which were sent to the Provincial Governments for seeking NOC for 
the amendments in the DRAP ACT, 2012 should be sent to the Standing 
Committee soon. 

(ii) The Ministry should ensure timely formation of cGMP compliance committee and 
pricing formula. 

 
 
12. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
 
 

               Sd/-               
(Zarghoona Shabbir) 
Secretary Committee 

 

                                    Sd/-  
(Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 

Chairman, 
Senate Standing Committee on National Health 

Services, Regulations and Coordination
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES, REGULATION AND COORDINATION HELD ON 24th 
OCTOBER, 2013 IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO.4, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, ISLAMABAD. 
 
 A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination was held on 24th October, 2013 at 02:30 p.m. in Committee Room No.4, Parliament 
House, Islamabad. Senator Syed Zafar Ali  Shah, chaired the meeting.  
 
2. The Following members attended the meeting:- 
 
  Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah    Chairman 
  Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas    Member 
  Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 

Senator Almas Parveen    Member 
  Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin   Member 
  Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen   Member  
  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
  Senator Heman Dass      Member 
  Senator Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana  Member 
 Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarrar    Ex-Officio Member  
                  
List of participants from Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation & Coordination is at 
Annexure – “A”.  
 
3. The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

i. To make necessary arrangements/measures by the Ministry of National Health 
Services, Regulations and Coordination for elimination of dengue virus 
particularly in the area of Malakand Division where, due to this dangerous virus 
more than eight thousand people have been effected.  

ii. Briefing on all the current issues/problems faced by Sheikh Zayed Hospital, 
Lahore. Since its devolution to the Punjab Province, the Hospital is facing huge 
crisis/difficulties. Necessary steps/measures may be taken for the 
betterment/development of the hospital. 

iii. Briefing on the current status of NICVD, Jinnah and NICH, Hospitals, 
Karachi. 

iv. Any other item with the permission of the Chair.   
 
4. The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan. 
 
5. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah, Chairman Committee welcomed the members. Soon after the 
formal introduction, Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarar, Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination requested the members that she had to leave earlier to participate in the Polio Day 
which was being observed on that very day. 
 

Agenda (I) 
 

6. Senator Nisar Muhammad, who attended the meeting as a special invitee highlighted the 
Dengue virus issue which is increasingly spreading all over the country. He specifically 
mentioned the Malakand district which is being seriously hit by this virus and within 45 days 
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around 16,000 to 17,000 Dengue cases have been reported so far. He said that despite all out 
efforts made by the Provincial Government, there is still a need to have proper and effective 
preventive measures to be adopted. It was stated that the spray which is being used does not cater 
to the cause as reproduction cycle continues through the eggs which mosquitoes lay in water and 
they can remain active for up to 5 years.  He urged the Federal Government to play its effective 
role in elimination of dengue virus in the area.  The Chair seconded him by saying that the 
Federation is equally responsible to play its active role regardless of the fact that the Provinces 
got self-rule/independence after 18th Amendment. 
 
7. The Committee was apprised by the Minister for National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination that the Federal Government is extending all its support to curtail the risks of 
dengue spread.  In this regard an entomologist has been deployed there which is available on a 
single call. Additionally National Guidelines are also provided. She further said that 
Smoking/Fogging is only effective if it is done in the right phase i.e. the reproduction phase; 
otherwise it is just a waste. The Federal Government has also provided 400 kg of insecticides for 
the purpose.  In this connection, two fogging machines and testing mobile vans are also provided.  
She added that the Federal Government realizes the fact that Provinces lack enough resources to 
solve the problem on their own therefore; it always stands by the Provinces.  However, according 
to her dengue is more of a domestic problem than public.  Moreover, after the 18th Amendment 
the Federal Government mostly gives guidelines and the implementation is up to the Provinces. 
Nevertheless, on health issues all (Federal Government & Provinces) are on the same page.  She 
assured the Committee that the Center would truly cater to the needs and suggestions of the 
Provinces as and when required. 
 

Agenda Item (2& 3) 
 
8. Before moving on to agenda items, a brief introduction was given by the team of eminent 
doctors representing their respective hospitals. Thereafter, the devolution issue was discussed. The 
Chairman Committee said that the purpose of the meeting was to determine whether the hospitals 
are better off now or before devolution. The representatives of SZHL, PMDC, NICVD & NICH 
should tell the Committee exact picture, as what happened, what did not happen and what should 
have happened.  At this juncture, Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan expressed his views by saying that 
the hospitals were better off now, and they should be run by the provinces.  However, Senator 
Rafique Rajwana commented that its better to listen to the issues of the hospital representatives first 
as things are not clear so far. He also inquired whether all applicants were given equal opportunity 
in the Post-Graduation program or not. Professor Tasnim Ahsan, Executive Director JPMC told the 
Committee members that JPMC’s admission tests were domicile-blind i.e. students are selected on 
open merit basis and there was no quota.  However, Dr Zafar Iqbal from Sheikh Zayed Hospital, 
Lahore added that now they have been instructed to take applicants only from Punjab. Senator 
Rafique Rajwana further added that things might have been different if all stakeholders were taken 
on board in the devolution process. 
 
9. The Executive Director, JPMC while briefing the Committee members on the status of 
JPMC after devolution said that the JPMC, NICVD, NICH were devolved not on the basis of 
Constitutional compulsion but due to their geographical location as mentioned in the Para 3 of the 
comments of the Cabinet Division, which states, “Transfer of said Institutes to Government of 
Sindh has no nexus with the deleted subjects (entries of the concurrent list) mentioned (These 
were transferred due to geographical location in the relevant Province)… It was further added 
that health was not a subject matter defined in 1973 Constitution or subsequent amendments and as 
such was a residuary matter and being so was always a provincial matter. The exceptions in this 
regard were matters already included in Federal Legislative list. It was further added that JPMC, 
NICVD, NICH & SZHL were having Federal status due to two reasons (A) Entry no. 16 of Federal 
Legislative List part (i), (B) Health care of Federal Employees.  
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10. It was informed that due to increase in salaries, JPMC’s budget has also been increased but            
de-valuation of Rupee has largely affected the procurement process of medicines. The hospital 
remains open in all conditions for the people. Senator Haseeb Khan showed his reservation on the 
issue of procurement of medicines as according to him around 90% of the medicines are procured 
from local market and their prices have not been increased. On the other hand the people of Karachi 
prefer to visit JPMC from all over Karachi due to its location, which has nothing to do with federal 
or private ownership. The Chairman Committee inquired about the process of funding. It was 
informed that before devolution the Federal Government was providing the funding which was 
received mostly on time i.e. 1st of July. However, after devolution, funding came under the purview 
of the Government of Sindh. The funding process has become vague because the institutes now run 
out of funds after every 2-3 months. Senator Haseeb disagreed with the fact that they are passing 
through a bad situation after devolution. According to him things were not good even before 
devolution as he was part of the team who visited these hospitals in Karachi. Provincial 
Government is providing funds but decisions are being taken without taking on board the concerned 
Ministry. Senator Haseeb said that the JPMC deliberately got the stay order which ultimately 
hampered the new recruitment/promotion process.    
 
11. Dr. Arif ur Rehman Acting Executive Director, NICVD told the Committee that NICVD 
was established as Trust (under the societies Act of 1860) in 1963.  It was being run under 
Autonomous Board of Trustees since 1979.  In January 1979, the Board of Trustees was 
transformed into Board of Governors, the powers of the Board were same.  Federal Health Minister 
and Federal Health Secretary became Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Board, respectively.  
Senator Haseeb said that according to the causes mentioned so far and solution lies in making a 
strong, effective and independent governing body.  It was brought to the Committee’s notice that 
NICVD’s governing body has not met in about 2.5 years which is a total administrative failure.  It is 
a question mark on the administration. He further added that they were asked to hold a meeting but 
they failed to do so.  According to him these were the major causes of the problems facing the 
Institution.  
 
12. The Committee was informed that now the administration cannot accommodate patients 
from Balochistan where they do not have access to the equipment they needed because NICVD is a 
provincial body. Initially NICVD was under federal administration then it was devolved to the 
province and now the court ruling says that it is still a federal body. He added that this matter needs 
to be addressed on urgent basis. He further said that one recent development was the court decision 
on the Writ petition no. 3540/2013, filed by Mubashir Bhutta. According to the High Court decision 
taken on the 23rd of September 2013, the handing over of NICVD to the Government of Sindh has 
been suspended.  
 
13. Professor Jamal Raza, Director NICH highlighted salient features of his institute. He said 
the institute is the 2nd largest children hospital of the country and the largest hospital of its kind in 
Sindh. It caters to the needs of patients from all provinces. It is known for pediatric surgery which 
goes on 24/7.  Ever since its devolution to the Government of Sindh, the Institute is facing uncertain 
future. Its employees are uncertain about their status as a result qualified, trained doctors have left. 
The acute shortage of teachers, supervisors and other trained technical staff has serious negative 
impact on education, patient care and research.  
 
14. Professor Dr. Zafar Iqbal, Chairman and Dean Sheikh Zayed Hospital, Lahore told the 
Committee that Shaikh Zayed Medical Complex is the beacon of Research, Education, Training and 
optimal Patients’ Care for the last 30 years. Initially it was started as a Trust. The Board of Trustees 
includes about 50% members from foreign countries. Being a foreign trust, it was under the federal 
government however, it was handed over to provincial government in 2012. It is a tertiary care, 
referral hospital for various sub-specialties for patients referred from all across the country. The 
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institute is known for Dialysis, Renal and Liver transplantation surgery, Open Heart and Vascular 
surgery. The cost of hospitalization, investigation and treatment has gone up tremendously in the 
past few years. It is also accommodating Trainee doctors from all over the country for their 
postgraduate training in various specialties like Medicine, surgery, Gastroenterology, Nephrology, 
Urology, Cardiology, Cardiothoracic surgery, anesthesia, plastic surgery etc. It is worth mentioning 
that Baluchistan, FATA, Gilgit Baltastan, Azad Jammu & Kashmir have no postgraduate medical 
institute and are dependent upon Shaikh Zayed Medical Complex, Lahore for advanced training of 
their doctors as a Federal Institute.  
15. The handing over of Shaikh Zayed Medical Complex, Lahore to a single province shall 
deprive trainees from above named less developed provinces from postgraduate training, thus 
increasing their sense of deprivation and deficit.  Shaikh Zayed Medical Complex, Lahore is 
providing complete treatment facility to all the entitled federal government employees, Senators, 
MNAs, Judges & staff of Supreme Court, which shall no more be possible if declared as a 
provincial institute. Because of the existing difference in pay scale of Federal and provincial 
employees, the conveyance allowance and 10% pay rise of FY 2013/2014 annual budget has not 
been given to the employees of Shaikh Zayed Medical Complex, Lahore.  This is resulting unrest 
amongst hospital staff. According to him a huge brain drain is taking place because doctors are 
moving to UAE. He said that they have complete faith in the Committee’s desire to solve the 
problems, and the Committee should also have faith that the doctors also just want to help the 
patients 
 
16. Professor Dr. Ajmal Hassan Naqvi, Cardiac Surgeon, Member (Board of Management) 
Sheikh Zayed Hospital, Lahore informed the Committee that there are three stakeholders in this 
situation; Patients, Doctors and Government.  All three of them are unhappy. He said that several 
times patients die waiting to be treated, but due to lack of resources treatment does not arrive in 
time. He said that such cases leave traumatic impression on doctors’ mind.  It was told that due to 
lack of funding from Provincial Government over last 1-1/2 years, the efficiency and working of the 
institute is badly affected. For the first time in the history of Shaikh Zayed hospital, patients are not 
getting any medication from the hospital. Important equipment of the hospital like Lithotriptor, 
Angiocardiography, Fluoroscopes, Gastroscopes, C-Arm, Ureterorenoscopes are lying out of order 
since its devolution to Punjab government, due to requirement of funds for repair/ maintenance. 
Due to huge liability of around Rs. 34 Crores, vendors of the hospital avoid contacting them who 
were used to come at their service on a single call. It is the lonely  Institute providing Liver 
Transplant facility in the government sector across the country. Its handing over to a single 
province will deprive patients coming from other parts of the country. According to him, the only 
remedy which could be productive in real sense is to give ownership of the Hospital back to the 
Federal Government or otherwise hospitals should be given abundant resources to treat the patients. 
Mr. Nasir Din, General Secretary, Allied Health Organization, Punjab stressed on giving the SZHL 
back to the Federal Government as it was running in the past.  
 
17. Dr. Salman Shahid, Additional Secretary, Health Department Punjab, said that Government 
of Punjab is committed to meet all the needs of the hospital. It was said that a summary has been 
moved to cover budget deficit of SZHL. 
 
18. Sher Ayub Khan, Joint Secretary, Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination, added that the employee’s career, their future is uncertain. Furthermore, employees’ 
pensions would be another issue because the Federal as well as Provincial Governments would be 
reluctant in taking that liability. 
 
19. Senator Haseeb said that the ownership is not the problem. He said that to save the life of 
poor / needy, patients of Karachi and interior Sindh, the Government of Sindh as well as other 
Provinces should take all necessary steps to resolve the issue. It was suggested that an autonomous 
body be formed for each Province. Senator Karim Khawaja was of the view that since higher 
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education fall in the Federal Legislative List II, so these medical institutes which are promoting 
research based studies needed to be shifted to the Federal government again. Senator Rafique 
Rajwana stressed on entertaining medical students in these institutes without discrimination. He 
said devolution is a serious matter and all stakeholders should be taken on board in the 
implementation stage. Senator Khalida Parveen along with other lady Senators unanimously 
endorsed the proposal of giving these medical institutes back to the Centre.   
20. The team of eminent doctors representing their respective hospitals thanked the Chair and 
other Committee member for providing a chance to express them freely and frankly. They hoped 
and prayed that the employees of these institutes who are facing uncertain future, discrimination, 
denial of promotions and other constitutional rights after devolution be accommodated in a befitting 
manner.  According to them these institutes face imminent de-recognition by various regulatory and 
examining bodies, which will be a serious blow to the postgraduate doctors, nurses and paramedics. 
The institutes with federal structure were the primary source of higher medical education for 
doctors belonging from such areas which lack adequate training facilities. The devolution has 
seriously jeopardized the future of doctors from less developed areas where postgraduate medical 
education is almost non-existent. These doctors were of the view that the post devolution measures 
are conceptually flawed as the problem at hand is very different and difficult and far more serious 
than expected. Therefore, they deemed it important that these medical institutes be reverted back to 
their original status i.e. to serve under the Federal Government. They humbly requested the 
Committee members to support them for the best interest of patients and people of Pakistan.  
 
21. The Committee Chair highly praised the team of doctors present in the meeting for their 
invaluable services to the people of Pakistan. He affirmed his commitment that the Committee 
would extend best possible support and cooperation for the noble cause. In this respect, a sub-
committee would be constituted soon. Before concluding the meeting, the Chair extended time 
period of the                            Sub-Committee constituted earlier to discuss PMDC’s issues. 
 

22. After detailed deliberations the Committee made following recommendations: 
 

• It was recommended that devolution being a serious matter should be dealt on 
priority and all stakeholders needed to be on board in the implementation stage. In 
this regard, a sub-committee will be constituted soon. 

• The Committee members recommended that medical students should be entertained 
in medical institutes without discrimination. 

• In the best interest of patients and hospitals, it was suggested that these hospitals be 
given back to the Federal Government. 

• After Committees findings and recommendations, it was suggested that the matter be 
sent in the Senate House, to the Prime Minister and Council of Common Interests if 
needed.   

 
23. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
 
 

Sd/- 
(Zarghoona Shabbir) 
Secretary Committee 

 

Sd/- 
(Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 

Chairman, 
Senate Standing Committee on National 

Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES, REGULATION AND COORDINATION HELD ON 4TH 
DECEMBER, 2013, IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO.1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, 
ISLAMABAD. 
 
  A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulation and 
Coordination was held on 4th December, 2013, at 02.00 p.m. in Committee Room No.1, Parliament 
House, Islamabad. The meeting was presided by Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah, Chairman of the 
Committee.  
 
2.  The following members attended the meeting: -  
 

1. Senator Malik Muhammad Rafiq Rajwana Member 
2. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan  Member 
3. Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen  Member 
4. Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil Member 
5. Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin  Member  
6. Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja Member 
7. Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen  Member 
8. Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarrar, Minister of State for National 

Health Services, Regulation and Coordination.   
 
Ex-Officio Member 

 
Lists of participants from Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation and Coordination and 
PM&DC are Annexed.  
 
3.  The agenda before the Committee was as under: -    
 

(i)  Update progress on the recommendations of the past various meetings of the 
Committee.  

(ii) Final consideration on “The Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (Amendment) 
Bill, 2013”, moved by Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan, in the Senate in its sitting held 
on 26th August, 2013.  

(iii) Final consideration on “The Pakistan Pharmacy Council Bill, 2013”, moved by 
Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan, in the Senate in its sitting held on 26th August, 2013.  

 
4.  The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Malik Muhammad 
Rafiq Rajwana.  
 
5.  At the outset, Chairman Committee Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah welcomed the members of 
the Committee and other participants of the meeting.  

 
Agenda (I) 

 
6.  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan while appreciating efforts of all concerned informed the 
Committee that with his consultation the cGMP Compliance Committee has now been constituted 
which will check the TORs and formulate the guidelines to enforce the cGMP.  
 
7.  At this juncture the Chair enquired about the recent increase made in the prices of drugs and 
withdrawal of the said decision in pursuance of the Prime Minister’s directive.  
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8.  The Secretary, National Health Services, Regulation and Coordination highlighted the issue 
which caused increase in the drugs prices and informed the committee that the drugs prices were 
not increased since the year 2001, due to which the pharmaceutical companies were demanding to 
raise the prices. After extensive discussion 15% increase was allowed lawfully. However, increase 
in the prices of medicines of Cancer, Heart and Antibiotics was not made. Thereafter, pursuant to 
the Prime Minister’s directive the said increase was withdrawn in order to provide relief to the 
general public.  

 
9.  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said that according to the decision of the CEC of 1996, prices 
of drugs were to be increased every year on 1st of January as per prescribed formula which can not 
be implemented. If the prices were increased by 3% every year then there would have been increase 
of 36% during the past 12 years. He requested the Government to formulate a pricing formula for 
the purpose. It was also suggested that the recommendations of the NRS committee on the pricing 
policy may be finalized as early as possible for consideration and debate in the committee in the 
presence of all Stakeholders. It was informed to the Committee that the pricing formula exists, if it 
would have been implemented the prices of drugs will have to be increased annually. The 
government is considering to devise a mechanism in consultation with the pharmaceutical industry 
to fix the prices below the inflation rate. It was further informed that the draft pricing policy is 
ready which will be placed before the Cabinet for approval.  
 
10.  Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja said that the drug prices in India, Iran and other 
neighboring countries are cheaper than our country and inquired as to why that formula can not be 
applicable in our country. It was informed to the committee that prices in those countries are not 
cheaper than Pakistan. Medicines are being smuggled to those countries from Pakistan. Senator 
Mrs. Farah Aqil observed that if it is a fact then why most of the people prefer to get them operated 
in India. It was informed that medicines of India were not the issue rather it relates to the hospital 
service charges and Doctors costs. There is no control of the Government on the private hospital’s 
costs in the country. Liver transplant operations are carried out in India as no such facility exists in 
Pakistan.  
 
11.  Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen suggested that machinery being imported for health purpose 
may be exempted from tax as well as power and gas tariffs be also reduced in order to save the 
health industry as it would reduce burden on the general public. Concrete measures may be taken 
for investment in the health sector/ industry by giving special relief to the investors. She also said 
that in this regard she would submit some suggestions in writing to the committee.   
 
12.  Ms. Saira Afzal Tarar, Minister of State for National Health Services, Regulation and 
Coordination said that pricing is a sensitive issue; a separate meeting on it can be arranged, if so 
desired by the committee in which representatives of the provinces would also be invited. Senator 
Abdul Haseeb Khan requested the Ministry to first finalize pricing policy.  
 
13.  After detailed discussions the committee made the following recommendations:-  
 

(i) Pricing policy may be finalized as early as possible in consultation with all 
stakeholders in the light of the recommendations of the NRS committee for 
consideration and debate by the Standing Committee.   

(ii) Tax on import of machinery for health sector / manufacturers be exempted alongwith 
the reduction in power and gas tariffs in order to reduce the prices of drugs.  

(iii)  The Government may take concrete measures for investment in the Health Sector / 
Industry by giving special relief to the Investors.  
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Agenda (II) and (III) 

 
14. The Secretary, National Health Services, Regulation and Coordination thanked Senator 
Abdul Haseeb Khan for providing assistance and taking initiative in reaching consensus on the two 
Bills namely the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (Amendment) Bill, 2012, and the Pakistan 
Pharmacy Council Bill, 2012, introduced by him in the Senate.  
 
15.  The committee was informed by the Ministry of Law and Justice that the Government and 
the mover have reached on a consensus on the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan 
(Amendment) Bill, 2012, and the Pakistan Pharmacy Council Bill, 2012, introduced by Senator 
Abdul Haseeb Khan in the Senate and it has also been decided that the Government in consultation 
with the mover would bring a consensus Bill on the subject.  
 
16.  Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen, however, expressed her views / suggestions on the 
following clauses of the Pharmacy Council Bill, 2013: -  
 

  (i)  Clause 2, sub-clause (o), paragraphs (i), (viii), (ix) and (x) 
What will be the status of the Drug Regulatory Authority in view of the definitions 
mentioned in the above said clauses of the Bill.    
 

  (ii)  Clause 3, sub-clause (i), paragraph (b). 
Under the Constitution all regulatory institutions fall under the jurisdiction of the 
Federal Government then how a federal institution will fall under a Province? The 
Province may either be given representation or allowed to establish its own 
Pharmacy Council.   

-: 6 :- 
 

 (iii)  Clause 5, Sub-clause (1), paragraph (a). 
The President of the Pharmacy Council may either be elected from amongst the 
members of the Council or by rotation from each Province for six years term; and  
 

(iii) Clause 8. 
In case members of the Pharmacy Council are appointed for three years period then 
what will be the procedure of replacement of 50% members after that period. The 
said period should be for six years.  

 
17.  After detailed deliberations, the Committee directed the Ministry to look into the views / 
suggestions of the Hon’ble Senator and give due weightage.  

 
Agenda (IV) (Issues pertaining to PM&DC).  

 
18.  Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja inquired about the dispute of PMDC with the Ministry 
with particular reference to election issues. The Minister for National Health Services, Regulations 
and Coordination while apprising the Committee about the election disputes and complaints against 
the PMDC stated that separate meetings were held with PMDC and other stake holders in which 
they were asked to suggest reforms in PMDC. After detailed deliberations the Ministry was 
authorized to constitute a Committee comprising of four eminent members to look into the election 
issues and reforms in PMDC, running of medical education internationally and see the existing 
PMDC law and the Government will go by their recommendations. 
 
19.  Senator Malik Muhammad Rafiq Rajwana showing concerns said that the Sub- Committee 
of the Senate on National Health Services, Regulation and Coordination made recommendations for 
notifying representatives of the PMDC whose elections were not challenged in the court were not 
considered by the Ministry even no response was given. Therefore, it was difficult for him to run 
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the Sub-Committee. Minister for National Health Services, Regulation and Coordination stated that 
the Ministry as well as its representatives have full confidence on the Sub-committee and will 
extend their full cooperation. Mr. Shakeel-ur-Rehman, a lawyer from Lahore while explaining his 
position said that he has all respects to the opinion of Senator Malik Muhammad Rafiq Rajwana. 
When he met with him in the Ministry the papers submitted to the Committee were not in his 
knowledge. PMDC was requested in writing to nominate their lawyer for recording witness in the 
enquiry of election rigging. But it was informed that the matter is with the Court.  
 
20.  President, PMDC while briefing the Committee thanked all members of the Standing 
Committee, Sub-Committee and especially Senator Malik Muhammad Rafiq Rajwana, Convener of 
the Sub-Committee for patient hearing, taking up all issues and requested the Committee to provide 
them guidelines for resolving the problems being faced by the PMDC which is an autonomous 
organization running by the Doctors community, such as corruption allegations, election issues and 
court cases. He further said that the Ministry has decided to reduce the membership of the PMDC 
Council from 74 to 30. He emphasized the need of issuance of Notification of 16 out of 35 
members those nominated by the Universities. He requested that the existing Council comprising of 
74 members made under the Act may be allowed to work.  

 
21.  The Chairman enquired whether the members of the PMDC Council are elected through 
general elections or otherwise. It was informed that six members are nominated by the Federal 
Government, while 28 members by the different Universities. Thereafter elections are held on the 
seats of general practitioners and Professor’s through voting. The Chairman further enquired as to 
why the proposal of 30 members council was made. It was informed that currently there are 76 
members out of which 11 members have yet to be nominated. Total house comprises of 63 
members out of which 37 have been notified while 21 are yet to be notified on which Government 
is taking stand, out of them 14 members would come through nominations.  
 
22.  After detailed discussion and on the proposal of Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan, the 
Committee decided that since so many issues are involved and interpretation of law is required in 
the matter, therefore, the members of the Sub-Committee under the Convenership of Senator Malik 
Muhammad Rafiq Ahmed Rajwana alongwith Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan will hold a meeting in 
the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation and Coordination on Monday and Tuesday, 
the 9th and 10th December, 2013.   
 
23.  The meeting ended with vote of thanks to and from the Chair.     
 
 

 
Sd/- 

 (Muhammad Tahir Khan) 
     Secretary Committee 

 
 

Sd/- 
(Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 

Chairman, 
Standing Committee on National 
Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination. 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL HELATH SERVICES, REGULATIONS AND COORDINATION HELD ON 
8TH JANUARY, 2014 IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO.1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, 
ISLAMABAD. 
 
 A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination was held on 8th January, 2014 at 01:45 p.m. in Committee Room No.1, Parliament 
House, Islamabad. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah was in the Chair.  
 
2. The Following members attended the meeting:- 
 
  Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
  Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin   Member 
  Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen   Member 
  Senator Heman Dass     Member 

Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarrar  
Minister of State, NHS, R&C    Ex-Officio Member 
                  

List of participants from Ministry of National Regulations and Services is at Annexure - A.  
 
3. The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 
 

(i) Update progress on the recommendations made in the Committee’s meeting 
held on 4th December, 2013. 

(ii) Briefing by the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination on National Council for Homeopathy and College of 
Physicians and Surgeon’s working / performance, responsibilities, their 
budgets / audit and recruitment procedure of employees of both the 
Institutions. 

(iii) Arrangements made so far to remove mal-practice, irregularities being found 
in different segments of the respective departments. 

(iv) Any other item with the permission of the Chair. 
 

4. The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Karim Ahmed 
Khawaja.  

 
5. Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja chaired the meeting in the absence of Chairman 
Committee. He welcomed the participants. The participants briefly introduced themselves. Later on 
Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah, Chairman Committee also joined. 
 

Agenda Item (2) & (3) 
 

6. Dr. Khalid Masood Gondal, DG. (IR), Regional Director took the floor. The Committee was 
informed that College of Physicians & Surgeons Pakistan which was established by an Act of 
Parliament in 1962, has been performing its functions for the last 50 years. The governing body of 
CPSP is the Council, and regular elections of the Council are held after every four years. A twenty 
member College Council elects its office bearers from amongst the elected councilors, every year. 
The Council is represented from all Provinces directly proportionate to the numerical strength of the 
Fellows in these Provinces. Therefore, Punjab is represented by 11 Councilors, Sindh 6, KPK by 2 
and Balochistan by 1 Councilor.  
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7. The annual budget and audit reports are prepared according to clause 14, 15 and 16 of the 
Ordinance. The estimated budget deficit for the year 2013-14 is Rs. 6.430 million which is brought 
down from Rs. 29.00 Million in 2007. Talking further about the recruitment process of CPSP he 
said that all appointments/recruitments of staff/officers including highly qualified Professors of 
Medical Profession is made through the powers vested to CPSP Council/Executive 
Committee/President as per clause 9(2)(e) and 11(2) of CPSP Ordinance, 1962 by adopting 
prescribed procedure such as advertisement, merit basis, assessment by HR department and 
selection by recruitment Committee/DPC.  
 
8. The Committee was apprised that the College is achieving its set objectives successfully. It 
promotes specialist practice of medical sciences, trains specialists in 69 different specialties of 
medical sciences and conducts examinations and award certification upon their successful 
training/research in medical disciplines. The CPSP is running all its academic/operational activities 
through self generated resources and no funds/aid is received from outside sources. The members 
were told that all the regional centers are connected via video link.  
 
9. The Minister, National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination along with Senator 
Karim Ahmed Khawaja showed satisfaction over the performance and working of CPSP. However, 
Senator Khawaja was of the view that there are still some issues which needed to be addressed for 
the well being of the Institute and public also. For instance, CPSP discourages MDs and MSs and 
follows the British system of Fellowships and Memberships which resulted in discouraging 
Pakistani Doctors in the UAE market. In UAE, MDs and MSs, are preferred. It was added that India 
is producing MDs and MSs. Our doctors with FCPS find it hard to compete in the UAE market. 
Being former graduate of CPSP, Senator Khawaja inquired about the presence of D.G, and 
procedure for the provision of funds. It was told that currently the post of D.G is vacant and the 
funds are being provided to them by the Government of Pakistan under 1962 Act. The Minister, 
National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination was of the view that the CPSP should be 
brought under the government loop as much as possible. According to her, the autonomy of 
institutes is good but the state often intervenes to cater to issues of social nature. While discussing 
the effectiveness of the three institutions namely, CPSP, PMDC & HEC, the Minister, National 
Health Services, Regulations and Coordination suggested to form a committee which would find 
ways in bringing the institutes in close coordination. Likewise, to address CPSP issues, the 
proposed committee would consult all stakeholders, and hold its meetings within the precincts of 
the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination soon. It was decided that 
Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja would be the convener. The committee would include two 
representatives from CPSP, representatives for MDs and MSs, HEC Chairman and Vice Chancellor 
Mr. Faisal Masood. On the request of Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja, the name of Professor Jaan 
Muhammad Memon was also added. The TORs would be finalized within two days.  
 
10. Senator Kalsoom Parveen said that we had the same stance in 2012. She was of the view 
that such bodies should be autonomous but not unaccountable, and their coordination should be 
enhanced. She added that there is no doubt that Pakistani doctors are in high demand but we lack 
coordination. It’s a known fact that in the world, sectors such as Education and Health always come 
under the Federal control. At this moment, the Chairman Committee pointed out that the 
parliamentarians voted to send the two sectors to provinces. Senator Kalsoom Parveen agreed and 
added that we need to keep the autonomy under some ambit. There is a need to avoid 
duplication/overlapping of work in different institutions. She further said that we hold the Ministry 
responsible for all the issues regarding these autonomous bodies but the Ministry actually lacks its 
role and control because some people are enjoying monopoly there.  
 
11. While discussing membership of the council and eligibility of a person to be its member, the 
Minister of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination was informed that there is no 
restriction on the number of times one can be a member. In fact to be eligible to become Council’s 
President one needs to have a membership of the Council at least twice a time. The Minister 
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considered it necessary to amend the rules and regulations of CPSP but in consultation with the 
stakeholders. She added if during the reviewing process nothing extraordinary was found, the 
Ordinance would not be amended. The representatives from CPSP seconded the idea. But, Senator 
Kalsoom Parveen insisted upon reviewing the Ordinance to remove existing lacunas. The Minister 
also highlighted the fact that elections in these institutions again needed a set pattern and clear 
criterion. 
 
12. Dr. Mahmood Ul Haq Abbasi, President, National Council of Homeopathy briefed the 
Committee about the overall working of the Homeopathic Council. It was informed that under 
section 14, U.A.H, 1965, the 21 members’ council works. The NCH and Tib are separate bodies but 
work under the same ordinance. It was added that the Council used to get grants from the federal 
government but have not received any for the last 3 years. While giving reply to Senator Karim 
Khawaja’s query on the use of unregistered medicines from China and India in Pakistan said that 
currently there were no specific set of rules to govern these practices. However, present government 
would get hold of the issue soon. 
 

13. The Committee was apprised that appointment of Assistant Directors Homeopathy, Sindh 
and KPK have been taken place. However, the seat of Assistant Director Homeopathy in the 
Federal area is vacant and the request has already been forwarded to FPSC. It was said that the 
existing Ordinance needs amendments but that was the domain of the Parliament. The Chair opined 
that reforms should be done in the Homeopathic and Tib but we need not to copy the models of 
other countries. The Secretary, NRS seconded him by saying originality is productive. Dr. M. Irfan, 
Physician, HHMC, Faisalabad, criticized the existing system of education. He urged the Committee 
members to formulate policies for the betterment of the system 
 
14. Senator Kalsoom Parveen raised the issue of Lady Health Workers. The Minister assured 
that best possible measures would be taken in this regard soon. Dr. Mahmood Ul Haq, President, 
NCH, showed his reservations on the sitting Chairman of the council and told the Committee that 
the current Chairman of the Council was not a member and therefore lacked acceptance from the 
members in majority. The Chairman, National Council of Homeopathy told the Committee that 
under the rules the Chairperson of the examining body shall be appointed by the Federal 
Government. Under the same rules he was being appointed as the Chairman. He further added Dr. 
Mahmood UL Haq Abbasi was disqualified twice. In this regard two show cause notices were also 
issued to which he has not replied. The Chairman Committee asked him to read the two most 
serious allegations against Dr. Mahmood Ul Haq. It was told that remarking of papers and holding 
of examinations without a provisional notification from the examining body along with severe 
irregularities which were observed during disbursement of allowances to his good self were the 
most important allegations. Moreover, there were 16 ghost employees, who were not working but 
there salaries were being withdrawn on regular basis.  It was also said that the Council’s elections 
were held in the absence of a Federal Secretary which is again an unlawful act. 
 

15. The Chairman Committee asked Dr. Mahmood Ul Haq Abbasi, if he received the notice and 
replied as well. He said that he did receive the show-cause notice and replied accordingly. Secretary 
National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination told the Committee that they have received 
the reply and it is under inquiry. It was further added that within a month the inquiry would be 
finalized. Senator Kalsoom Parveen was of the view that strict notice should be taken on the 
remarking issue. Dr. Mahmood was of the view that he has no idea from where did this data come 
from. It was further added that he has a proof of such cases. The Chairman Committee proposed to 
allocate a specified space for Homeopathy and Tib patients in every hospital because people 
generally rely on them in Pakistan. He requested the Secretary, National Health Services, 
Regulations and Coordination to convey the same to the Minister, who left earlier to attend another 
meeting. Senator Kalsoom Parveen further added that people are openly practicing medicine 
without any permit or education; such practices also needed to be brought under certain checks. 
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16. The Committee decided that appointments on the posts of Registrar (Grade 17) and 
Controller should be done on meritorious basis soon. The Committee observed that lower grade 
person in grade 14 was performing the duties of Registrar and directed the Secretary, National 
Health Services, Regulations and Coordination to probe into the matter. The Secretary assured the 
Committee that he would look into matter. The Chair directed the Council Chairman to submit his 
reservations to the Secretary (NRS) and could meet him in person if needed be.   
 

17. Muhammad Ashfaq from the Royal Homeopathic Medical College told the Committee that 
functioning of the college has been stopped since 2012 by the President of the Council, and the 
Council is not recognizing their college even though it has not been derecognized by the Ministry. 
Therefore, he requested, that a Committee be formed to look into the matter and make the college 
functional again. The Chairman told him to give his grievances in writing to the Ministry and the 
Committee. 
 

18. Professor Masood Hameed, President PM&DC told the Committee that due to delay in the 
issuance of Notifications, the Council is not functioning properly. The Secretary National Health 
Services, Regulations and Coordination told the Committee that the issue is in the High Court and 
according to its decision the Ministry is maintaining status quo. It was said that PM&DC is not even 
supposed to hold meetings. The Committee was told that status quo was to be maintained but there 
were no such instructions regarding not holding of Council sessions. The Secretary said it was a 
matter of interpretation and according to their interpretation status quo means that no such sessions 
would be held. The Chairman Committee was of the view that the issue could be resolved just by 
taking interpretation from the court. He recommended that within a week the parties should go to 
the court for the interpretation. Senator Karim Ahmed expressed his point of view by saying that 
issuance of notifications on undisputed seats should be materialized without further delay.  

 

Any Other Item  
 

19. Regarding non-payment of three months outstanding staff salary of Health System 
Strengthening Program, the Secretary, National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination told 
the Committee that the matter is under consideration in the Ministry. The Chairman said that the 
matter be discussed in the next meeting in detail.  
 

20. After detailed deliberations the Committee made following recommendations. 
1. It was decided to form a Committee wherein experts from the concerned quarters 

including CPSP, HEC and PMDC should be called to formulate a strategy to    
enhance coordination amongst all.  

2. It was recommended that the proposed Committee would make amendments in the 
rules of these autonomous bodies if needed be. 

3. A separate room should be allocated for Homeopathy and Tib patients in the 
Government Hospitals. 

4. The Committee further directed that grievances of the stakeholders be submitted to 
the Ministry and Committee in writing. 

5. The PM&DC should consult courts within a week for the sake of interpretation of 
“status quo” as it was creating unnecessary delays. 

21. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 

 
Sd/- 

(Zarghoona Shabbir) 
Secretary Committee 

 

Sd/- 
(Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 

Chairman, Senate Standing Committee on 
National Regulations and Services 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES, REGULATIONS AND COORDINATION HELD ON 
30th JANUARY, 2014, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, ISLAMABAD. 

 
A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination was held on 30th January, 2014 at 02:00 p.m. in Committee Room No.1, Parliament 
House, Islamabad. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah was in the Chair. 

 
2. The Following members attended the meeting:- 
 
  Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah    Chairman 
  Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
  Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas    Member 
  Senator Almas Parveen    Member 
  Senator Kalsoom Parveen    Member 
  Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin   Member 
  Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen    Member  
  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
  Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil    Member 
  Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarrar    Ex-Officio Member 
  Minister for NHS, R&C 
 
List of participants from Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation & Coordination is at 
Annexure - A.  
 
4. The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

 
i. Update/Progress by the Ministry and its concerned departments on the 

recommendations made in the last meeting of the Committee held on 8th 
January, 2014 in the Parliament House, Islamabad. 

ii. Update/ Progress on the Pricing Formula. 
iii. To discuss the salary issue of the Health System Strengthening Program (HSSP), 

employees who have been waiting for their outstanding salaries since January 
2013. 

iv. Briefing on Pakistan Nursing Council, Islamabad. 
v. Briefing on Pharmacy Council of Pakistan, Islamabad. 
vi. Any other item with the permission of the Chair.   

 
4. The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed 
Khawaja. 
 
5.          At the outset, the Chairman Committee welcomed the members and participants of the 
meeting.  

(Agenda I) 
 

6. The Minister informed the Committee that the Ministry of National Health Services 
Regulations & Coordination has complied with the recommendations of the Committee and 
constituted an inquiry committee to deal with the current issues of National Council for 
Homeopathy. In this regard a report will be submitted to the Committee soon. It was further 
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informed that a high level Committee comprising of Minister of State for National Health Services 
Regulations & Coordination, Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen, Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja, 
Secretary and Director General Ministry of Health Services Regulations & Coordination along with 
experts from PM&DC, CPSP and HEC has also been formed. Meanwhile Senator Karim Ahmed 
Khawaja added that the said committee has already held its meeting on 29th January 2014 and it will 
present its recommendations to the Standing Committee soon. 

 
(Agenda II) 

 
7.  Regarding agenda item II, Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan showed his serious reservations on 
the working of the Policy Board. He said that the board is seemingly failed to formulate a 
substantial Pricing Formula even after a lapse of almost a year. The delay is chaotic in nature as 
there is no check and balance on price hike which is ultimately detrimental for the general public. 
He urged the policy board to come up with a significant formula soon. At this juncture, the 
Minister, NRS stated that the pricing formula is an issue and it should be done on priority but will 
of all the stakeholders is needed to be there in any case. The Government is keen to protect the 
Industry, Industrialists and Economy but not on the cost of stakeholders and will of the general 
public. Therefore, the Government followed a policy of restraint and allowed revision of prices on 
the basis of Hardship cases. The fragility of Pakistan’s economy and fluctuation in dollars price 
would always have an impact on medicinal prices. Hence, this aspect should always be kept in mind 
while discussing pricing formula. The Committee decided to have an in camera meeting soon, 
wherein two to three draft pricing formulas would be reviewed, analyzed on the basis of 
rationalization and generic drugs proposal would also be discussed. 

 
(Agenda III) 

 
8. While discussing Mr. Sharafat Ali Zia’s case of non-payment of salaries, the Committee 
was apprised that three employees namely M. Sharafat Ali Zia, Ms Rabia Khalid and Mr. Tariq 
Anees have been waiting long for their outstanding salaries since January 2013. It was informed 
that pending approval of the project PC-1 the skeleton staff of the Program Unit as mentioned 
above could not draw pay from the development budget. According to an agreement signed 
between the M/o Health and W.H.O on 19th September, 2008 (purporting to GAVI-HSS Award) the 
latter had agreed to provide technical and institutional support to strengthen the HSS Program Unit 
including defraying operational expenses and salaries of the unit staff.  Plentiful funds out of the 
GAVI grant for HSS were placed at their disposal through Ministry of Health’s authority letter 
No.F.6-4/2006-Plg, dated 27th September, 2008. The W.H.O was therefore good enough to come up 
with a proposal that was approved by the Ministry the IPC, to extend the GAVI Award to enable 
them (WHO) to utilize the un-spent GAVI-HSS funds lying with them to provide technical support 
to the HSS Program Unit including payment of staff salaries up to March, 2013. However, they 
paid only up to December, 2012 whereas payment of such salaries from January, 2013 onward is 
still awaited. 
 
9. The Director General, Ministry of NRS stated that the contract of the employment was 
between World Health Organization and the affected persons. Thereby the Ministry is not liable for 
the salary of the affectees. However, the Ministry and its different officials in their official capacity 
have time and again requested the World Health Organization to compensate these persons but their 
requests were turned down.  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said that concerned officials of the 
Ministry should handle the case with extra care and attention. He further said that if WHO would 
refuse to facilitate Mr. Sharafat Ali Zia, he would facilitate him in personal capacity by offering a 
cheque of Rs.300, 000. The Chair appreciated Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan’s kind gesture. The 
Chair also directed the Ministry to solve the case of Mr. Sharafat Ali Zia within ten days.   

 



 
(Agenda IV) 

 
10. Mrs. Nighat Ijaz Durrani, Registrar Pakistan Nursing Council briefed the Committee about 
Pakistan Nursing Council. Senator Suriya Amiruddin asked about President, Pakistan Nursing 
Council’s absence. She was informed that the President was in Karachi and he did not get the 
invitation in time. The Committee was told that the PNC was established in 1948 under the 
Presidential Ordinance as an autonomous regulatory body. The objective was to update the nursing 
profession and professionals in Pakistan. The Council consists of 11 ex-officio members, and 24 
regular members. The nursing educational programs offer diploma degrees which require minimum 
of ten years of schooling. Whereas degree programmes demand twelve years of schooling. The 
shortest educational program is for one year.  Senator Kalsoom Parveen was of the view that 
women from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan should be given special privilege in the form of 
special quota in the nursing sector. Ms. Nighat Durrani told her that women of KPK and 
Balochistan were already being treated on the basis of special consideration. Senator Kalsoom 
Parveen further stated that things could get better if jobs in KPK and Balochistan got advertised in 
local languages to further facilitate and encourage women from these areas to join the prestigious 
nursing profession. The chair thanked Mrs. Nighat Ijaz Durrani, Registrar Pakistan Nursing Council 
for giving such a detailed and comprehensive presentation. 
       

(Agenda V) 
 
11. The Chair deferred the agenda item v. It was said that discussion on the said subject would 
be made after deliberations got finalized in consultation with Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan, Senator 
Kalsoom Parveen and Pakistan Pharmacy Council.  
 
12. After detailed deliberations the Committee made following recommendations: 

I. It was decided to call an in-camera meeting to review Pricing Formula.  
II. The report/findings of the committees formulated in compliance with the 

recommendations of the Standing Committee’s meeting held on 8th January, 
2014, be submitted to the Committee in the next meeting. 
 

III. It was decided that while reviewing the pricing formula, Generic medicine policy 
would also be discussed. 

 
IV. Mr. Sharafat Ali Zia’s case should be solved within ten days. The report be sent 

to the Committee also. 
 
3. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 

 

 
 
 
               Sd/- 
(ZarghoonaShabbir) 
Secretary Committee 
 

 
 
 
                                   Sd/- 

(Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 
Chairman, 

Senate Standing Committee on National 
Health Services, Regulations and 

Coordination 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES, REGULATIONS AND COORDINATION HELD ON 
20TH  MARCH, 2014 IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO.4, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, 
ISLAMABAD. 
 
 An in-camera meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, 
Regulations and Coordination was held on 20th March, 2014 at 03:15 p.m. in Committee Room 
No.4, Parliament House, Islamabad. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah was in the Chair.  
 
2. The Following members attended the meeting:- 
 

Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas    Member 
Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen    Member 
Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin   Member 
Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen   Member 
Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil    Member 
Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen   Member 
Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarrar    Ex-Officio Member 
 

List of participants from Ministry of National Regulations and Services is at Annexure - A.  
 
3. The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 
 

(i) Pricing Formula of the Drugs / Medicines. 
(ii) Any other item with the permission of the chair. 

 
5. The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Haseeb Khan. 
 
5. At the outset of the meeting, Chairman Committee Senator Zafar Ali Shah welcomed all the 
participants of the meeting. He expressed warm sentiments to the outgoing Secretary, Mr. Imtiaz 
Elahi. The Committee thanked him for all his support and cooperation; he extended to the Standing 
Committee during his tenure as Secretary, NHRSC.  
 
6. Before moving on to main agenda item, Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen expressed her 
reservations on non- availability of requisite information in writing. The Committee was briefed 
that the prices of the drugs were regulated under Section 12 of the Drugs Act 1976. From 1976 to 
1993, prices were fixed on case to case basis. In June 1993 ECC approved partial de-regulation of 
the prices of the drugs. However, the prices of the de-regulated drugs rose up sharply. Therefore, 
the policy of de-regulation had to be discontinued. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said that no limit 
was set on prices of de-regulated drugs. Therefore, concrete measures needed to be taken to safe 
guard the interest of general public.  

 
7. The Committee was informed that India as well as other SAARC countries were regulating 
the prices of the essential drugs. It was viewed that Pakistan’s situation is different from India 
because India is manufacturing its raw material domestically, whereas, pharmaceutical companies 
in Pakistan had to import raw material. Therefore, comparison should not be carried out. Senator 
Abdul Haseeb Khan said that there are two types of drugs i.e. Essential and Non-essential. The 
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whole world regulated the prices of the Essential Drugs in accordance with the principles laid down 
by W.H.O. The prices of essential drugs should be regulated while the prices of non-essential 
drugs should remain un-regulated. However, principles of capping should remain intact in order 
to control the prices of un-regulated drugs. He further stated that quality should be given priority 
over price because it’s a matter of life and death of a patient. There should be two categories i.e. 
drugs under complete control and the drugs under selective control.  
 
8. While briefing the Committee about the mechanism of pricing the representative from the 
Ministry of Health Services said that the pricing was proposed to be done in accordance with the 
average prices in the SAARC region.  At this juncture, Senator Haseeb pointed out that the Ministry 
should clearly state what they are referring to when they talk about SAARC countries. Whether, all 
SAARC countries were taken as a reference point or only India. According to him, other SAARC 
countries such as Nepal, Bhutan and Sri Lanka etc. are importers and not manufacturers. Therefore 
they cannot be compared with Pakistan who is manufacturing quality medicines, as per the need of 
the country. The Committee was informed that 30 percent prices of drugs were decreased when it 
turned from Patent to Generic. At this point, Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan commented that the 
Multi-national Companies came to Pakistan with patents but, continued to sell the drugs at the same 
prices even when the patents were got terminated. There decrease has never been witnessed. She 
said that this trend needed to be discontinued.  
 
9. Members inquired about the mechanism of quality control in the new pricing formula. 
Senator Abdul Haseeb while stressing on quality assurance of drugs said that the Ministry should 
ensure manufacturing of drugs under cGMP compliance. The Ministry receives revenue worth 
Billions of rupees, but it has not established even a single laboratory for testing of the quality of 
drugs. It was said that Bangladesh had surpassed Pakistan in the pharmaceutical industry. Many 
drugs are being imported from Bangladesh to Pakistan but Pakistan is not allowed. The fixation 
policy on drugs should be adopted but through a formula. The Committee was informed that the 
Ministry was devising a formula for pricing in its proposed policy. While talking on premium issue, 
the members were told that premium would have a fool proof system.  Some companies import raw 
material of low quality at lower prices. And drugs manufactured by using such raw material badly 
affect the patients. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan emphasized that the prices of imported RM from 
DMF and should have a difference of minimum 30% price as compared to now DMF not certified 
by SRA (Strict Regulatory Authority). 
 
10. Minister for Health Services said that there should be strict parameters to control the quality 
of drugs. The new PMDC ordinance has come into force. She said that research labs are not 
available in Pakistan. A large amount of equipment remained un-used in the Bio labs. Things will 
get improved but gradually. Computerization of the record should be done to ensure transparency. 
However, the Ministry needed support from the National Assembly and the Senate. The Ministry 
needed to have hired experienced and young people in the Department. Establishment of  clear and 
strict rules & regulations needed to be ensured for the betterment of the  department. Senator Abdul 
Haseeb Khan was of the view that PMDC needed reforms but there are chances of abuse in the 
process of de-regulation. 
 
11. The Minister for Health Services informed the Committee about the issue of Homeopathic 
practitioners. It was informed that inquiry was conducted in that matter and licenses of those 
practitioners were suspended. Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen inquired about the mechanism to check 
the quality of drugs. The Committee was informed that there are many shortcomings in the system. 
Most importantly, political, legal and technical issues are one of the major reasons of those 
shortcomings.  
 
12. Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja asked the representatives from the Ministry of Health to 
explain the formula. The Committee was informed that the formula of the Trade Price will be as 
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follows;   Manufacturing Cost + 75 % = Trade Price.  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan pointed out 
that this was the same formula. There should be a difference between prices of branded drugs 
generics and the Me-too generics. The Committee was informed that prices of the 117 (68%) drugs 
will be decreased and the prices of 54 (32%) drugs will get increased. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan 
said that the percentage does not reflect the true position as stated by Ministry.  
 
13. Chairman inquired about the courts who issued Stay Orders against the pricing formula. The 
Committee was informed that initially stay orders were given by Lahore High Court. Later on, they 
were obtained from Sindh High Court. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said that the department had 
been going to Supreme Court for Five to Six years but to no avail. The simple reason is non 
availability of any Pricing Formula. 
 
14. The Chair asked about the reasons for the failure of previous price regulation policy. It was 
informed that prices got increased up drastically despite all freedom given to deal with prices of un-
regulated drugs in that policy. Ultimately, the policy had to be discontinued. Senator Dr. Karim 
Ahmed Khawaja said that Me-too were produced by using low quality raw material which damaged 
the quality. Pharmaceutical companies arrange trips to Singapore, Dubai, Europe, Canada etc. for 
doctors so that they their medicines to the patients. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said that drug 
prices should be increased / decreased every year so that the effect of inflammation and devaluation 
is automatically adjusted in the pricing formula. He further said that free market mechanism should 
be adopted. This will improve quality as competition amongst various pharmaceutical companies 
would get intensified. Chairman inquired about mechanism for quality control if any. It was said 
that a separate briefing on quality control could be arranged on the desire of the Committee.    
 
15. Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen said that the revenue generated from the Pharmaceutical 
companies should be utilized for the establishment of quality control mechanism. Chairman 
seconded the idea and said that quality should be given priority. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said 
that the Ministry implemented restrictions regarding discount on the price of drugs in open market; 
however, no such restrictions were made with regard to sales in the Government Hospitals. The 
department wanted to control the pharmaceutical companies through such measures. Senator Mrs. 
Suriya Amiruddin said that quality of the drugs had decreased in the past few years. Senator Mrs. 
Farah Aqil commented that there was no use of controlling the prices of drugs if the quality 
remained low. Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen said that Medical Representatives offered gifts to the 
Doctors for recommending drugs manufactured by their companies.  
  
16. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan inquired about the objectives of the price control policy. The 
Committee was informed that the objective was to provide quality medicines to the people of 
Pakistan at affordable prices. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said that the legislation was being done 
with regard to price control only and the quality control was ignored. Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen 
said that the employees of the hospitals did not purchase drugs from the stores inside the hospitals, 
which indicated that the drugs available in those stores were of lower quality. 
 
17. Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja inquired that will the prices of the drugs manufactured 
by various companies become available at the same price after the implementation of the current 
policy. The Committee was informed that there will be different prices of different quality drugs.  
 
18. Meanwhile, the case of selling substandard Paracetamol was discussed. Senator Kulsoom 
said that such incidents could only be stopped if Ministry exercises its effective control over supply 
and sale of quality drugs.  
 
19. The Committee as a whole passed a ruling of thanks in favor of the outgoing Secretary. The 
Secretary Ministry of Health Services thanked the Committee for its affection towards him. 
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20. After detailed deliberations the Committee made following recommendations: 

• There should be strict control over the prices of the Essential Drugs. 
• Principle of Capping should be adopted to control the price of un-regulated drugs. 
• There should be a difference, not less than 30 percent, between the prices of the Branded 

drugs and Me-too drugs. There should be a clear distinction regarding the prices of the DMF 
quality drugs and the non-DMF quality drugs. 

• Copies of the proposed formula for the control of the prices of the drugs should be provided 
to the Committee.  

• One percent of the Revenue of the pharmaceutical Companies should be utilized in 
establishing the mechanism for the quality control. 

 
21. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 

 
 
 
 
 

            Sd/- 
(Zarghoona Shabbir) 
Secretary Committee 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Sd/- 
      (Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 

    Chairman, 
    Senate Standing Committee on National     

Health Services Regulations and 
Coordination 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES, REGULATIONS AND COORDINATION. 
  
 A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulations and 
Coordination held on 9th April, 2014 at 02:30 p.m. in Committee Room No.1, Parliament House, 
Islamabad. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah presided the meeting.  
 
2. The Following members attended the meeting:- 
 

Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas    Member 
Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen    Member 
Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil    Member 
Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen   Member 
Senator Heman Dass     Member 
Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
Ex-Senator Dr. Asim Hussain    Special Invitee 
Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarrar    Ex-Officio Member  

 
List of participants from Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination is at 
Annexure - A.  
 
3. The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 
 

(i) To update the progress on recommendations of Committee in their meetings 
during 29th November, 2012 to 30th January, 2014. 

(ii) To discuss the proposal of Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja regarding 
introduction of “Generic Medicine Policy”. 

(iii) To discuss the progress and requirements of Registration of Medicines. 
(iv) Briefing on Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PM&DC) on actions taken 

so far on the recommendations by the Sub-Committee of the Senate Standing 
Committee on National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination in its 
meetings held on 22nd August, 10th September and on 4th October, 2013. 

(v) Steps taken by the PM&DC in capacity of an autonomous body so far to 
safeguard the interests of Medical profession, after enactment of 18th 
Constitutional Amendment. 

(vi) Any other item with the permission of the chair. 
 
4. After recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan formal meeting was 
started. 

(Agenda –I, II & III ) 
 

5.  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan expressed his reservations over long outstanding issues such as 
formulation of policy board, appointment of CEO, Director DRAP and Drug Pricing Formula. He 
said, despite assurances by the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination 
no concrete steps taken for the implementation of the said issues. At this juncture, the Minister, 
National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination assured the Committee that the 
implementation process would be done in line with the Article 3, 5 & 9 of the DRAP ACT, 2012 
within one or two months and there would not be any further delay. She further informed the 
Committee that they are planning to constitute a seven member committee which would work for the 
formulation of DRAP Board as well as the Amendments in the DRAP Act. The seven member 
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committee will look into other affairs of health department. The Minister further stated that the seven 
member committee will consist of reputable doctors of Pakistan. The Chairman Committee, and the 
members said that there is no need of seeking NOC from the Provinces for amendments in the Act. 
The Committee was informed about legal position from Law, Justice & Human Rights Division as 
required under Rule of Business 1973, was acquired and communication with the Prime Minister 
Secretariat is under process.  
 
6. While discussing requirement/procedure for registration of drugs, the Committee was 
informed that the Registration Board has been constituted under section 7 of the Drugs Act, 1976. 
The registration board is comprised of 17 highly technical professional and experienced members 
from Medical, pharmaceutical, biological, pharmacy, veterinary, law and justice, drug testing, 
relevant directors of DRAP and representatives of intellectual proprietary organizations. The 
representatives of stake holders i.e. Pakistan Pharmaceuticals Manufacturer Association, Pharma 
Bureau and Pakistan Veterinary Manufacturer Association are included in the Drugs Registration 
Board as observers. Regarding fake and spurious drugs the Minister said that the Federal Ministry 
does not have enough number of Drug Inspectors and unfortunately the pharmaceutical department 
has become a mafia. However, the government has started investigation in issue of spurious drugs 
with the help of FIA and soon we will met with positive results. It was also stated that strong 
coordination is needed between the provinces for registration of pharmaceutical companies 
 
7. Regarding reformation of the DRAP, a Committee has been formed in which members of the 
National Assembly are participating. In this connection WHO would provide technical assistance 
only. She suggested the names of Senator Haseeb Khan, Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja and Senator 
Kulsoom Parveen to be part of that Committee. The Committee is working on the short and long term 
goals to be achieved.  Likewise, the issue of quality control would also be dealt by same committee. 
She assured the members of the committee that all recommendations of the said committee would be 
practically implemented and TORs of the committee would soon be shared with the Senate 
Committee members.   
 
 
8. The Committee members categorically stated that the Pricing Formula should be on the basis 
of quality and price control.  Senator Haseeb said quality of medicines should be ensured. According 
to him, during in camera meeting on pricing formula, no substantial parameters were presented to 
ensure quality medicines. He said that quality medicines at affordable price is the need of the time. 
Meanwhile, Senator Kulsoom pointed out that there was a difference in the price and quality of local 
made and international made medicine. Senator Karim Ahmed Khawaja discussed the idea of generic 
medicines. According to him through generic medicines priced could be lowered. The government 
could follow the pattern being used in Europe and America where generic medicines were being used 
in government hospitals. The essential medicines shall be given the name of generic whereas others 
would on the brand name. While replying the query of the Chairman Committee on the issue of 
failure of generic formula, Senator Khawaja said that the reason behind generic closure and failure 
was conflict and conspiracy amongst the multinational pharmaceutical companies. To discuss the 
same in detail, the Chairman Committee asked the Ministry to provide a detailed brief on every 
aspect of the generic drugs including its usage in other countries in the next meeting. 
 
9. On the issue of PM&DC the members were of the view that negotiations could have worked 
better than the Presidential Ordinance. It was emphasized that elections of the Council be made 
possible within a timeframe of presidential ordinance and all conflicting issues should be resolved 
within the same time.  The Minister, National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination 
positively stated that they had no intention of extending the time length of the Presidential Ordinance. 
According to her, pharmaceutical department has become a mafia in Pakistan and abroad. For that 
reason, formulation of Drug Regulatory Authority Board needed to be done on priority. The interim 
committee would hold elections within due timeframe of 120 days. Meanwhile, Dr. Asim Hussain 
Ex-President, PM&DC said that the Ministry is trying to confiscate powers of PM&DC. Under the 
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garb of Presidential Ordinance, ill-trained persons who lack medical experience were being projected 
and promoted. The medical profession has been severely damaged. He said the government should 
show seriousness in the matter otherwise provincial PM&DC would be another option. According to 
him, for the dispute on only four seats, the whole PMDC should not be usurped. 
 
10. The Minister expressed her serious concerns on the closure of medical colleges. According to 
her, those 50 medical colleges lacked basic necessities and legally they should be banned and closed. 
However, considering the future of students instead of closure, those medical colleges should be 
categorized on the basis of grading. Accordingly, whichever medical college does not fall within the 
merit should be closed.  
 
11. At this juncture, the Chairman Committee along with other members opined that closure of 
medical colleges is not a wise step. The government should devise concrete standard operating 
procedures for running medical colleges, but Provincial PMDC would not be a solution. The matter 
needs to be dealt with utmost cautiousness. 
 
12. After detailed deliberations the Committee made following recommendations: 

• The Minister, National Health Services, Regulations and Coordination assured the Committee 
that the implementation process would be done in line with the Article 3, 5 & 9 of the DRAP 
ACT, 2012 within one or two months and there would not be any further delay. 

• A strong coordination is needed between the provinces for registration of pharmaceutical 
companies 

• The TORs of the DRAP reforms committee would soon be shared with the Senate Committee 
Members.   

• Regarding generic medicines, the Ministry would submit a detailed brief of every aspect of 
the generic drugs including its usage in other countries in the next meeting. 

• Elections of the PMDC be held possible within a timeframe of presidential ordinance and all 
conflicting issues should be resolved within the period. 

• The formulation of Drug Regulatory Authority Board should be made on priority. 
• Considering the future of students instead of closure, medical colleges should be categorized 

on the basis of grading. 
• The government should devise standard operating procedures for the medical colleges. 

 
13. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
 
 
 

Sd/- 
(Zarghoona Shabbir) 
Secretary Committee 

 

Sd/- 
(Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 

Chairman, 
Senate Standing Committee on National Health 

Services Regulations and Coordination 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES, REGULATIONS AND COORDINATION HELD 
ON 14TH MAY, 2014 IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO.1, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, 
ISLAMABAD. 
 
 A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulations 
and Coordination was held on 14th May, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. in Committee Room No.1, 
Parliament House, Islamabad. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah was in the Chair.  
 
2. The Following members attended the meeting:- 
 

Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas    Member 
Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin   Member 
Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan    Member 
Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen   Member 
Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
 

List of participants from Ministry of National Regulations and Services is at Annexure - A.  
 
3. The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 
 

(i) Briefing on Pharmacy Council of Pakistan, Islamabad. 
(ii) Briefing on National T.B Control Program, Islamabad. 
(iii) Any other item with the permission of the chair. 

 
4. The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran. 
 
5.  The Chair welcomed the participants especially the newly appointed Secretary Ministry 
of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination with a hope that she would cooperate 
with the Committee like her predecessors. He highly appreciated the former Secretary Ministry 
of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination Mr. Imtiaz Elahi for his meritorious 
services. He said the government functionaries and Parliament are two important tiers and their 
role and performance is interdependent therefore, he is looking forward to have a friendly and 
cooperative ties between the two for the benefit of the public. The Secretary, Ministry of 
National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination gave a brief introduction about her 
previous postings with a hope that she would be given all time support for the promotion and 
development of the Ministry from the Committee. 
 
6. The Chair highlighted the case of Qazi Sharafat Zia and Mr. Nasir Malik before moving 
on to formal agenda. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan before discussing the case of Qazi Sharafat 
Zia also welcomed Mrs. Rashida Malik. According to him the matter was discussed much 
earlier and showed his reservations for not solving the matter yet. The D.G, Ministry of 
National Health Services, Regulation & Coordination told the Members that consultation 
process was done by the Ministry wherein World Health Organization was taken on board. 
However, they were being told by the WHO that Sharafat Zia’s salary has already been 
disbursed as per his contract of 15 months and no more salary is pending at their end. The 
Committee members were not satisfied by the reply meanwhile the Minister assured the 
Committee that the Ministry would call IPC, WHO and HSSP Cell for further discussion on the 
matter. In this respect, they would constitute a committee headed by Secretary National Health 
Services, Regulations & Coordination. The Secretary, National Health Services, Regulations & 
Coordination said that as she is new to the system so its better if Sharafat Zia comes in her 
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office and discuss the case in person so that she would be in a better position to solve the matter. 
The Chairman stated that Sharafat Zia should be given his due right. Regarding Nasir 
Chaudhry’s case the Minister said that nothing extraordinary has done so far by both, 
Tib/Homeopathy and Pakistan Medical & Dental Council (PM&DC). There are disputes on 
elections and things are highly messed up. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan pointed out that 
Pharmacy Council was only Bill upon which we got consensus and it should be well 
projected/presented for the betterment of all. 
 
7. Nasir Chaudhry briefed the Committee that eight homeopathic colleges were not 
allowed to issue certificates despite having all legal documents. The Committee recommended, 
to allow the colleges the colleges to give certificates.  
 
8. The Chair impressed upon resolving the issue at the earliest as students’ future is at 
stake. Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen suggested to place an inquiry committee. The Secretary 
National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination invited Nasir Chaudhry in the Ministry 
to discuss his case in detail. The Chair said that Nasir Chaudhry case has already been discussed 
in the Committee. 
 
9. On the issue of Pakistan Medical and Dental Council (PM&DC) the Committee was told 
that the PM&DC has barred 11 medical colleges from offering admissions after they failed to 
meet the set criteria. It has also stopped around 100 newly enrolled students of the federal 
medical and dental college from talking the classes during the current session after the college 
failed to meet the set standards. However, the Committee Members expressed their displeasure 
with the health Ministry for not taking measures to accommodate the 100 federal medical and 
dental college students. They said that by banning them, the ministry is putting the future of 
those students at stake. Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan said that medical colleges around the 
country are facing acute shortage of 6,000 faculty members which is alarming. The Secretary 
said that the ministry has a meager role in the affairs of PM&DC. The 11 medical colleges 
stopped offering admission after the PM&DC involved NAB in the investigations. At this 
junction, Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen claimed that the PM&DC has also refused to accept 
degrees of 700 Cuban trained students. She said PM&DC is destroying the future of those 
students. The Chairman Committee expressed his serious reservations on the said issue and 
hoped that NAB would pay its positive role in promoting education in the country. The 
Universities should meet the set criteria. In this regard role of the Health Ministry and PM&DC 
is very crucial. He said that issue should be resolved at the earliest and a detailed report should 
be presented to the committee soon. 
 

Agenda Item I 
 

10. Regarding Agenda Item I, Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan thanked the Ministry for giving 
all time support for the concerned Bill. The Members unanimously decided that the Ministry 
would present the Bill as its own in the House soon after vetting by the Law Department. 
 

Agenda Item II 
 

11. Dr. Ejaz Qadeer, National Manager, National TB Control Program briefed the 
Committee about Vision, Mission and situation of TB in Pakistan. He said that the program is 
meant to have a TB free Pakistan. The vision is to have a universal access to TB care achieving 
Zero TB death. It was said that Tuberculosis is a major public health problem in Pakistan. Every 
year about 420,000 new persons develop TB in 60,000 die due to the disease. Tuberculosis is 
more common in slums, prisons, refugee camps and marginalized populations. Poverty, 
Malnutrition, overcrowding and poor living conditions are major cause of TB. Government of 
Pakistan has declared TB as a National Emergency and adopted DOTS Strategy in 2001. The 
National and Provincial governments allocated resources for the TB Program. The Members 
were informed that the Program is standing out as one of the programs achieving MDG targets 
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regarding TB prevalence, mortality, case notification and treatment success in Pakistan. About 
more than 2.1 million TB patients have been diagnosed and treated free of cost with quality 
assured anti TB drugs in both public and private sector across the country since 2001 through a 
network of 1500 quality assured microscopy centers and 5000 treatment centers. Moreover, 
approx. 300,000 TB cases were notified to National TB Control Program and Treatment 
Success Rate remained at 91 percent during 2013. It was informed that NTP has initiated to 
review and develop national strategic plan for TB care and control in the light of Post-2015 
Global Stop TB Strategy. The targets set for the next seven years (Vision-2020) may appear 
challenging, but the demonstrated capacity and ability of the National TB Control Program 
under Government stewardship and strong collaboration of partners duly justifies these targets 
to be feasible and achievable. The Goal is to reduce the prevalence of TB by 50 percent by 2025 
in comparison to the prevalence of TB in 2013. 
 
12. The Committee Members highly appreciated the National TB Control Program. It was 
said that the said program is meeting its set goals effectively and the way forward has also been 
identified. The Chair stated that the Program also underlines the importance of smooth funding 
for its continuation. The Members were of the view that National Award be given to the team of 
National TB Control Program. In order to meet financial requirements of National TB Control 
Program the Committee recommended that considerable amount of funding be placed in the 
next budget 2015-2016. 
 
13. After detailed deliberations the Committee made following recommendations: 

• The Committee recommended Secretary, Ministry of National Health Services 
Regulations & Coordination to take keen interest in the matter of Sharafat Zia and solve 
it at the earliest. 

• All the Homeopathic colleges should be allowed to issue certificates as it is a matter of 
students’ future. 

• The Committee recommended that the issue of PM&DC should be resolved at the 
earliest and a detailed report should be presented to the Committee soon. 

• The Pharmacy Council Bill be placed in the House soon. 
• It was recommended to give National Award to the team of National T.B Control 

Program. 
• A considerable amount should be placed in the next budget 2015-2016 for National TB 

Control Program to meet its financial requirements.  
 
14. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
 
 
 
 

Sd/- 
(Zarghoona Shabbir) 
Secretary Committee 

 

Sd/- 
(Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 

Chairman, 
Senate Standing Committee on National Health 

Services Regulations and Coordination 
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REPORT NO. 1 OF 2014 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES, 
REGULATIONS AND COORDINATION ON “THE DRUG REGULATORY 

AUTHORITY OF PAKISTAN (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2013” 
 

 I, Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah, Chairman of the Standing Committee on National 
Health Services, Regulations & Coordination have the honour to submit, on behalf of the 
Committee, this report on “The Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (Amendment) Bill, 
2013” introduced in the Senate on 26-08-2013 and upon introduction stood referred to the 
Standing Committee for consideration and report. 
 
2. The composition of the Committee on National Health Services, Regulations & 
Coordination is as under:- 
 
  Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah     Chairman 
  Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas     Member 
  Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen     Member 
  Senator Sabir Ali Baloch     Member 
  Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin    Member 
  Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen    Member 
  Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil      Member 
  Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen    Member 
  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan     Member 
  Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja    Member 
  Senator Heman Dass      Member 
  Senator Gulzar Ahmed Khan     Member 
  Minister for National Health Services,   Ex-Officio 
   Regulations and Coordination     Member 
 
3. The Committee considered the Bill at length, in its meetings held on 18-09-2013 and  
04-12-2013. Consultation process was carried out on the said issue within the precincts of the 
Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination wherein Senator Abdul 
Haseeb Khan, Senator Dr. Kareem Ahmed Khawaja, Mrs. Saira Afzal, Minister of State for 
National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination, Mr. Imtiaz Elahi Sheikh, Secretary, 
Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination and the relevant 
stakeholders were participated. The last meeting of the Committee was held on 4th December, 
2013. The following members attended the meeting: 

(1) Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah     Chairman 
(2) Senator Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana   Member 
(3) Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan     Member 
(4) Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen    Member 
(5) Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil     Member 
(6) Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin    Member 
(7) Senator Dr. Kareem Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
(8) Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen    Member  

4. It was informed by the representative of the Ministry of Law and Justice that the 
Government and mover had reached on a consensus on the Drug Regulatory Authority of 
Pakistan (Amendment) Bill, 2013, and the Government would bring its own Bill on the subject 
in the House. The mover Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan was also agreed not to press his Bill. 
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5.  The Committee, therefore, decided to dispose of the private member’s Bill “The Drug 
Regulatory Authority of Pakistan (Amendment) Bill, 2013, moved by Senator Abdul Haseeb 
Khan. The Bill as introduced in the Senate is annexed. 
 
 
 
                       Sd/-        Sd/-  
(ZARGHOONA SHABBIR)   (SENATOR SYED ZAFAR ALI SHAH) 
  S.O/Secretary Committee                               Chairman 
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REPORT NO. 2 OF 2014 
SENATE SECRETARIAT 

 
REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES, 

REGULATIONS AND COORDINATION ON “THE PAKISTAN PHARMACY 
COUNCIL BILL, 2013” 

 
 I, Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah, Chairman of the Standing Committee on National 
Health Services, Regulations & Coordination have the honour to submit, on behalf of the 
Committee, this report on “The Pakistan Pharmacy Council Bill, 2013” introduced in the 
Senate on 26-08-2013 and upon introduction stood referred to the Standing Committee for 
consideration and report. 
 
2. The composition of the Committee on National Health Services, Regulations & 
Coordination is as under:- 
 
  Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah     Chairman 
  Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas     Member 
  Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen     Member 
  Senator Sabir Ali Baloch     Member 
  Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin    Member 
  Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen    Member 
  Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil      Member 
  Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen    Member 
  Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan     Member 
  Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja    Member 
  Senator Heman Dass      Member 
  Senator Gulzar Ahmed Khan     Member 
  Minister for National Health Services,   Ex-Officio 
   Regulations and Coordination     Member 
 
3. The Committee considered the Bill at length, in its meetings held on 18-09-2013 and  
04-12-2013. Consultation process was carried out on the said issue within the precincts of the 
Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination wherein Senator Abdul 
Haseeb Khan, Senator Dr. Kareem Ahmed Khawaja, Mrs. Saira Afzal, Minister of State for 
National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination, Mr. Imtiaz Elahi Sheikh, Secretary, 
Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination and the relevant 
stakeholders were participated. The last meeting of the Committee was held on 4th December, 
2013. The following members attended the meeting: 

(1) Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah     Chairman 
(2) Senator Malik Muhammad Rafique Rajwana   Member 
(3) Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan     Member 
(4) Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen    Member 
(5) Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil     Member 
(6) Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin    Member 
(7) Senator Dr. Kareem Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
(8) Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen    Member  

 
4. It was informed by the representative of the Ministry of Law and Justice that the 
Government and mover had reached on a consensus on the Pakistan Pharmacy Council Bill, 
2013, and the Government would bring its own Bill on the subject in the House. The mover 
Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan was also agreed not to press his Bill. 
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5.  The Committee, therefore, decided to dispose of the private member’s Bill “The 
Pakistan Pharmacy Council Bill, 2013”, moved by Senator Abdul Haseeb Khan. The Bill as 
introduced in the Senate is annexed. 
 
 
  Sd/-        Sd/- 
(ZARGHOONA SHABBIR)   (SENATOR SYED ZAFAR ALI SHAH) 
  S.O/Secretary Committee                               Chairman 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON 
NATIONAL HEALTH SERVICES, REGULATIONS AND COORDINATION HELD 
ON 29TH OCTOBER, 2014 IN COMMITTEE ROOM NO.4, PARLIAMENT HOUSE, 
ISLAMABAD. 
 
 A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on National Health Services, Regulations 
and Coordination was held on 29th October, 2014 at 11:00 a.m. in Committee Room No.4, 
Parliament House, Islamabad. Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah chaired the meeting. 
2. The Following members attended the meeting:- 
 

Senator Mrs. Farhat Abbas    Member 
Senator Mrs. Almas Parveen    Member 
Senator Mrs. Suriya Amiruddin   Member 
Senator Mrs. Khalida Parveen   Member 
Senator Mrs. Farah Aqil    Member 
Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen   Member 
Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja   Member 
Senator Heman Dass      Member 
Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarrar    Ex-Officio 
MoS for National Health Services,   Member 
Regulation & Coordination   

 
List of participants from Ministry of National Health Service, Regulations and Coordination is 
at Annexure - A.  
 
3. The agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

(vii) Briefing on the issue of fake degree of DG, National Health Services, 
Regulations & Coordination. 

(viii) Detail about the appointment of CEO, DRAP. 
(ix) Detail discussion on the issue of Pricing Formula of the 

Drugs/Medicines. 
(x) Progress on “DRAP (Amendment) Bill, 2013” and Pakistan 

Pharmacy Council Bill, 2013”. As the both Bills were already 
discussed in the Committee’s previous meeting and unanimously 
decided that the said Bills will now be presented by the Ministry. 

(xi) On the request of Medical Specialists of Diabetes, the possible efforts, 
according to Rules and Regulations, may be made by the Ministry to 
ensure the availability of “VICTOZA” for type II sugar patients in 
Pakistan. The general public demanding this medicine at large which is 
very effective for the life of diabetic patients. 

(xii) Update on the outstanding issue of three months Salaries of Qazi 
Sharafat, Ex-JS and his staff members, employees of HSS Programme 
Unit. 

(xiii) Briefing by Head of Homeopathic Council to resolve the longstanding 
issues of Homeopathic Colleges i.e. Admissions, Enrollment slips, / 
Result cards, Examination centers, Issuance of Degrees / Certificates etc. 
and about all irregularities made on the part of Council and action taken 
by the Ministry. 

(xiv) Any other item with the permission of the chair. 
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4. The meeting started with recitation from the Holy Quran by Senator Mrs. Kalsoom 
Parveen. 

Agenda Item I 
 

5. While discussing Agenda Item-I, Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen said that Sarhad 
University is a known university and does not award fake degrees. Media should be careful and 
should not spoil someone’s reputation without examining the matter. It was the work of 
Minister and Secretary of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination to ensure that 
a single person should not be targeted and internal matter should be solved within the ministry. 
Senator Dr. Kareem Ahmed Khawaja who was chairing the meeting in the absence of Senator 
Syed Zafar Ali Shah said that PM&DC is a supreme and credible department for doctors. We 
should consider the point of view of PM&DC. 

 
6. The Secretary, Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination told 
the Committee that ministry constituted a fact finding committee on the said issue, which was 
headed by Dr. Huma. He said, “The Committee after ascertaining the facts from Sarhad 
University, Peshawar and scrutinizing available documents received from PM&DC has 
concluded in its report that no degree of MPH has henceforth been issued to Dr. Jehanzeb 
Aurakzai and therefore there is no question of drawing any benefit from this degree. The 
inquiry committee found no substance in allegation of any favour extended to the officer by the 
university concerned. The Committee discussed the allegation as not based on merit.  

 
7. Senator Dr. Kareem Ahmed Khawaja said that PM&DC is a supreme body in that case 
and Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination could not challenge it. 
Senator Khawaja gave ruling as Chairman that the matter should be sent to H.E.C. According 
to him, after PM&DC only H.E.C stands a relevant department which can solve the issue. 
However, Senator Kalsoom Parveen and Senator Farah Aqil opposed the ruling. 

 
8. At this point Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah, Chairman of the Committee joined the 
meeting. 

 
9. Mrs. Saira Afzal Tarrar, Minister for National Health Services, Regulations & 
Coordination said that PM&DC has become a mafia which is creating hurdles in smooth 
working of the ministry and if someone challenges them they do the same which they did with 
the then D.G. Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen seconded the Minister. She said without 
awarding degree to the D.G, the matter cannot be sent to H.E.C for verification. Chairman 
Committee Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah said that the matter is between D.G and PM&DC.  He 
said, we respect the point of view of the Honorable Minister and also the ruling given by 
Senator Dr. Kareem Ahmed Khawaja. The Committee recommended that the degree of the 
D.G should be sent to H.E.C for verification.      
 

Agenda II 
 

10. The Secretary, Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination 
briefed the Committee about the appointment of CEO, DRAP. He told the committee that the 
Federal Government constituted a Commission for selection of heads of Public Sector 
organizations on 22nd July, 2013 in order to ensure transparency in the appointment of the 
heads of Public Sector Organizations.  M/S A.F Ferguson & Co. Karachi was appointed as HR 
Consultants for the appointment of CEO, DRAP.  In response to advertisement given for the 
post of CEO, DRAP, 40 applications were received, which were forwarded to the 
Establishment Division for onward transmission to the Commission for selection of CEO, 
DRAP. The Ministry has submitted a summary to the Prime Minister’s Office to accord 
approval for conducting interviews of the 40 candidates under DRAP Act, 2012.  Approval of 
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the Competent Authority is awaited.  The appointment of the CEO will be done as soon as they 
get approval from the competent authority. Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen expressed that 
instead of appointing a new C.E.O, the ministry should depute an experienced officer from 
within the Ministry. The Chairman Committee viewed that the appointment should be done as 
soon as possible. The Secretary assured the Members that appointment will be done soon. They 
are looking forward to receive the approval from the Prime Minister Secretariat soon. The 
Committee requested the Ministry to expedite the case.  

 
Agenda III 

 
11. Regarding Pricing Formula the Secretary, Ministry of National Health Services, 
Regulations & Coordination briefed the Committee about the procedure of price fixation of 
medicines. He told the Committee that the government has put a bar on price increase. While 
discussing reference prices and competitive prices, the Committee was told that reference 
prices can be used to fix the prices of medicines by comparing the prices with other 
neighboring countries like India and Bangladesh but chances of corruption would remain there. 
On the other hand, by using competitive prices the multinational companies will leave 
Pakistan. The third option is status quo. 

 
12. Senator Dr. Karim Ahmed Khawaja was of the view that prices can be decreased. He 
gave examples of India and Iran. He said for the last 15 years mostly multinational companies 
are leaving Pakistan so there is a time to give chance to our national companies to make Me-II 
of essential medicines in low cost. Director Pricing said there is a misconception that 
medicines are cheaper in India as compared to Pakistan. According to him, essential medicines 
are 58 %t cheaper in Pakistan as compared to 42 % in India. 
 
13. Senator Mrs. Kalsoom Parveen opined that the government should promote national 
companies. Local companies should be given reasonable prices in connection with inflation 
rate, but prices should be fixed. She said every drug store has different prices of same drugs.  
At this juncture, Secretary, Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination 
informed the Members that shopkeepers use to paste their own prices.  In this connection 85 
shopkeepers have been arrested so far who illegally pasted price stickers on the printed price. 
The Ministry is taking all steps to curb this menace.  

 
14. The Chairman Committee observed that the matter is of serious nature and hence 
required strict / stable government policy. 

 
15. Senator Dr. Kareem Ahmed Khawaja highlighted the emerging issue of sex related 
drugs and party drugs being used by young generation which causes heart attacks. Number of 
deaths have been reported by the use of such drugs.  The Ministry should take immediate steps 
in this regard. Senator Farah Aqil seconded him and said it is also a mafia.  
 
16. The Secretary, Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations & Coordination said 
that every possible step is being taken to stop the usage of such drugs but the matter falls in the 
domain of provinces. The federal government is putting all its efforts to help the provinces in 
this regard.  

Agenda IV 
 

17. Regarding DRAP Amendment Act the Secretary briefed the Committee that it got 
vetted from the law department and is ready to be laid in the house. The Bill has been sent to 
the Establishment Division. It will be laid as soon as they receive it back. Referring to flaws in 
the Bill, as pointed out by the Secretary, Ministry of National Health Services, Regulations & 
Coordination, the Chair said both the Houses are there to review them. Therefore, the Ministry 



should lay the Bill soon. The Secretary assured the Committee that the DRAP Bill will be laid 
after they receive it back from the Establishment Division.  The Pharmacy Council Bill has to 
be vetted by the Law Department which will take at least 3 weeks time and then it will also be 
ready to lay in the House. The Chairman Committee said it should be done soon. 

 
Agenda V 

 
18. Senator Farah Aqil and Senator Kalsoom Parveen said that Victoza is an effective 
medicine for diabetic patients and should be made available in Pakistan. Senator Dr. Kareem 
Ahmed Khawaja expressed that national companies should be encouraged to make ME-II of 
VICTOZA medicine so that shortage can be met. The Secretary replied that we cannot force 
any national company to make specific medicines. Moreover, Victoza is advance and 
expensive. Our national companies would not be able to bear the expenses. 

 
Agenda VI 

 
19. On the issue of Mr. Sharafat Qazi the Chairman recommended that his case should be 
dealt with cautiousness and sincerity. In this regard, the Secretary Ministry of National Health 
Services, Regulations & Coordination was directed to meet the aggrieved person and provide 
him all possible support.  

 
20. Regarding Homeopathic Council an inquiry report against Mr. Amir Ramay Acting 
Controller of Examination was presented to the Committee. It was informed that the additional 
charge of Acting Controller of examination from Mr. Amir was taken back after the inquiry but 
he had gone to court and the said case still stands sub-judice. The Secretary assured the 
committee that a detailed report regarding all matters of the Homeopathic Council be sent to 
the Committee soon. 

 
21. After detailed deliberations the Committee made following recommendations: 

• The degree of D.G Health should be sent to H.E.C for verification. 
• The appointment of C.E.O, DRAP should be made as soon as possible. 
• The Committee stressed on expediting the case regarding Pricing Formula.  
• The Committee recommended that Ministry should lay “DRAP Amendment 

Bill, 2013” and “Pharmacy Council Bill, 2013” without further delay. 
• It was recommended that availability of Victoza in Pakistan should be ensured. 
• The Ministry should handle the case of Mr. Sharafat Zia with cautiousness. 
• The Secretary assured the Committee that a detailed report regarding all matters 

of the Homeopathic Council be sent to the Committee soon. 
 
22. The meeting ended with a vote of thanks to and from the Chair. 
 
 
 
 

Sd/- 
(Zarghoona Shabbir) 
Secretary Committee 

 

Sd/- 
(Senator Syed Zafar Ali Shah) 

Chairman, 
Senate Standing Committee on National 

Health Services Regulations and 
Coordination 
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