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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON RULES OF PROCEDURE AND 
PRIVILEGES ON STARRED QUESTION NO. 34, REFERRED TO THE 
C0MMITTEE. 

 

REPORT NO. 4 OF 2014 

I, Chairman of the Committee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges, have 

the honour to present report of the Committee on Starred Question No. 34, Asked 

by Senator Syeda Sughra Imam in the sitting of the Senate held on 10-1-2014, 

regarding Government servants in BPS-18 and above having dual nationality 

which was referred to the Committee due to failure of the Establishment Division 

in providing complete reply to the same.  
 

2. The composition of the Committee is as under:- 

1. Senator Col. (R) Syed Tahir Hussain Mashhadi Chairman 
 2. Senator Mian Raza Rabbani    Member 
 3. Senator Abbas Khan Afridi    Member 
 4. Senator Islamuddin Shaikh    Member  
 5. Senator Aitzaz Ahsan     Member  
 6. Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed   Member  
 7. Senator Syed Muzafar Hussain Shah   Member  
 8. Senator Haji Mohammad Adeel    Member  
 9. Senator Afrasiab Khattak     Member  
 10. Senator Prof. Sajid Mir      Member  
 11. Senator Hidayat Ullah     Member 

12. Senator Abdul Rauf     Member 
13. Senator Ch. Muhammad Jaffar Iqbal   Member 
14. Senator Farooq Hamid Naek    Member 
15. Minister for Parliamentary Affairs.    Ex-Officio Member 
______________________________________________________________ 
 Senator Syeda Sughra Imam    Mover 

 

3. The details of the issue before the Committee were that Senator Syeda 

Sughra Imam asked Starred Question No. 34, in the sitting of the Senate held on 

10-1-2014, regarding Government servants in BPS-18 and above having dual 
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nationality. The reply provided to that question by the Ministry was incomplete 

due to which the Chairman Senate referred the same to the Committee under rule 

55 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of the Business in the Senate, 2012 for 

investigation and report. The Committee discussed the issue in its meetings held on 

14th March and 29th May, 2014. 

4. Senator Syeda Sughra Imam, during discussion in the meeting, stated that 

complete reply to the question was not provided to the House. Moreover, the 

incomplete reply was also in the form of comments instead of reply to a question. 

She informed that she asked another question in 2012 asking therein that as to 

whether the persons having dual nationality were eligible for appointment in 

Government offices or otherwise. The House was informed through the reply to 

that question that the candidates of CSS examination have to surrender nationality 

of other countries, if any, before joining the Civil Services Academy. However, the 

House was not informed about the policy of the Government regarding acquisition 

of dual nationality by Government officials and about the officials who acquired 

the same during service. She said that there were two ways to get the nationality of 

other developed countries. One was to carry millions of dollars to those countries 

and the other was to stay there for long period for having their nationality. She 

inquired that how the officers can manage to acquire the nationality of other 

countries. How they manage to carry heavy amounts to those countries or stay for 

long period in those countries during their services. She said that she intended to 

highlight and bring to the notice of common people the ways of getting citizenship 

of other countries by the Government officials. She was of the view that there was 

a possibility that the amount collected through corruption is used or the concerned 

officers might be providing services to those countries which is a matter of security 

and risking the state or they might be staying there for a long period which is not 

possible for a Government servant. She said that there is a bar on acquiring dual 

nationality by the parliamentarians and army personnel but the judiciary and the 

Government employees are exempted from the same. 
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5. The Additional Secretary, Establishment Division, informed that the 

question asked by the Senator was not related to the Establishment Division. It 

pertained to various Ministries / Divisions. Rather it was the concern of the Ministry of 

Interior. He informed that only four service groups are under the administrative control 

of the Establishment Division. The other service groups are under the concerned 

Ministries. The information pertaining to the officers of service groups under the 

administrative control of Establishment Division is complete. He said that the 

Establishment Division wrote fourteen letters to the Government of Sindh but they did 

not provide the required information. The Sindh Government informed that only 19 

Officers in that Government have dual nationality while the Punjab Government 

informed that none of their employees had dual nationality.  

6. The Chairman Committee said that the Ministry should have clarified the 

position. The replies to questions should be complete in all respect. He inquired that as 

to why the concerned quarters were hesitant to furnish reply to the question. He 

reiterated that the Parliament is supreme body and all Departments are answerable to it. 

None provision of replies to the questions asked by the Members or to provide 

incomplete or incorrect replies amounts to breach of privilege of the Members as well 

of the House. Regarding the issue under consideration, he said that there were three 

ways for obtaining dual nationality by the officers. They are required to carry heavy 

amounts or to provide some services to concerned countries or to stay there for a long 

period. He was of the view that if the dual nationality was obtained on the basis of 

money, it may be collected through corruption and if the concerned officers provided 

services to those countries they may be a security risk.  

7. Senator Ch. Muhammad Jaffar Iqbal said that the question pertained to the 

Establishment Division and not to the Interior Division as stated by the Additional 

Secretary. Referring the reply provided by the Division, he said that fourteen Ministries 

/ Divisions / Departments failed to provide reply to the question under consideration. 

He was of the view that the officers of Foreign Service and those working in the 
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Ministry of Interior having dual nationality can influence and provide benefit 

to the countries nationality of which they have. He said that all the citizens have equal 

rights as guaranteed by the Constitution. The Parliamentarians are not allowed to have 

dual nationality but there is no bar on the Government servants in this regard. He said 

that complete reply to this question has not been provided by the concerned quarters 

which shows the helplessness of the Establishment Division. He proposed that the 

Establishment Division should take appropriate steps for obtaining the information 

asked for.  

8. Senator Abdul Rauf said that the replies to the questions pertaining to 

bureaucrats are delayed intentionally. It seems that the Establishment Division is 

unable to control bureaucracy. He was of the opinion that it was not possible that none 

of the officers in Punjab Government had dual nationality. He proposed that the 

Parliament should enact some legislation in connection with failure of the Ministries / 

Divisions / Departments in providing replies to questions. 

9. The Chairman Committee directed that the Ministries should take appropriate 

steps for timely collection of information asked by the Parliament and provision of the 

same to the House in time. After explaining the position by the Additional Secretary, 

Establishment Division and provision of reply to the question, the Committee disposed 

off the matter and recommended that no further action is required to be taken in this 

regard. 

 

 

( MUHAMMAD ANWAR ) 
J.S. / Secretary Committee 

(SENATOR COL. (R) SYED TAHIR 
HUSSAIN MASHHADI) 

Chairman 

    


