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Executive Summary





EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Pakistan and African countries have had close ties before and during
the colonial days. Pakistan which was among the first Muslim countries to
gain independence spear headed support to the struggle for self determination
of African colonies. Pakistan was also one of the first countries to support
Eritrea's independence from Italian colonialism and morally supported Morocco,
Zimbabwe, Namibia and South Africa in their liberation struggles. Many
African leaders have travelled on Pakistani Diplomatic Passports. Moreover,
a large number of students from African countries have studied in Pakistani
Universities.

Pakistan has, on different occasions, contributed peace keeping
contingents to the UN, which were deployed in Ghana, Somalia, Eritrea,
Sudan, Congo and Namibia to assist them in transition to self rule or to
provide relief assistance to famine affected areas. Presently too its troops
are stationed in Sierra Leone to maintain peace between warring factions.
Defence forces officers from African countries continue to be trained in
Defence Academies in Pakistan including NDC and the Staff College Quetta.
Pakistan is also imparting training to officers of the foreign service of some
African countries. Many airlines operating in Africa were established with the
technical support and training facilities extended by Pakistan.

A number of eminent Pakistanis have served in Africa on different
assignments. Justice M. B. Ahmed was Chief Justice of Nigeria. Air Martial
Daud Pota was head of the Zimbabwean Air Force. Sahibzada Yaqoob Khan
was special envoy of U.N. Secretary General for Western Sahara and Mr.
Sheharyar Khan was Special Envoy of the UN for Rwanda and Burundi.
However, with the passage of time these links have become weaker or non
existent. Pakistani presence in African countries has become very thin to the
extent that at the diplomatic level an Ambassador or High Commissioner
from Pakistan is accredited to many countries simultaneously. Pakistan's
foreign policy therefore has to be repositioned viz a viz African countries
without disturbing the focus on the West.

A proactive policy would require interaction between the Parliaments
of Pakistan and African countries coupled with constituting friendship groups
for African countries in the Parliament. High level visits by the President of
Pakistan, Prime Minister and Ministers will go a long way in establishing or
cementing close brotherly ties with Africa. Moreover, Pakistan should pursue
an aggressive economic diplomacy so as to reap the abundant financial
benefits as well as investment opportunities that exist in Africa. The setting
up of ministerial commissions with different African countries would be one
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of the steps in the right direction. The Pakistan Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industry should penetrate the markets of Africa and exploit
the business opportunities that exist in those countries. It can also benefit
from the experiences of African countries in the field of tourism. Direct air
links between Pakistan and African countries are also very important in every
respect.

Asian and African countries, which account for a 109 votes, need to
speak with one voice at the United Nations or any other international forum
while the 53 Muslim countries in Asia and Africa should support one another
in the OIC. At the WTO Asian and African countries should adopt a unified
policy.

MUSHAHID HUSSAIN SAYED
Chairman
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Proceedings
of the Meeting





Proceedings of the Meeting

A meeting of the Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs and Kashmir
Affairs & Northern Areas was held on Wednesday, June 22, 2005 under the
chairmanship of Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed to discuss ways and means
for further improving institutional and bilateral ties between Pakistan and
African countries. Ambassadors and High Commissioners of African countries
based in Islamabad were invited to participate in the discussion.

The meeting which lasted for about two hours discussed in detail the
historical ties that existed between Pakistan and most of the African countries
during and after the colonial period. The meeting also discussed measures
required to be taken for improving relations between Pakistan and the Africa
region, which according to many participants were not as strong as they
ought to be. The discussion was so informative and thought provoking that
it was decided to lay before the Senate the verbatim proceedings of the
meeting.

•   Opening Remarks

Mr. Chairman (Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed): It is my privilege to
have the diplomatic corps from African countries in the meeting of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee. I would first like to ask Senator Prof. Khurshid
to recite the Holy Quran.

(Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmed recited from the Holy Quran)

Mr. Chairman (Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed): It is good to see a
presence from Africa. The format of this afternoon session would be that
first we will have the introductions. I will introduce my colleagues and then
I will request the Ambassadors to introduce themselves. After that I will give
a brief overview of Pakistan-Africa relations to set the ball rolling. Then, I
would request you either singly or collectively to focus on what are the issues
that you would like to highlight with a view to strengthen Pakistan's relationship
with African countries. And we will open the floor for discussion, questions
and comments.

•   Introduction of Participants of the Meeting

-    Senate Foreign Relations Committee:
This committee is a very distinguished committee. It has very honourable
Members from both the Government and the Opposition, who are experts
in their respective fields. My brother Prof. Khurshid Ahmad is a very eminent
economist, a public figure, a man of letters, who has written a lot. He also
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has a think tank by the name of Islamic Foundation and also the Institute of
Policy Studies in Islamabad. He has been Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission. He is a leader of MMA and Deputy Leader of the Jamaat-i-Islami.
Senator Gulshan Saeed is from the Pakistan Muslim League, the ruling party
to which I also belong. She is a colleague of long standing and has been very
active on political, social and women issues in the Pakistan Muslim League in
the last ten years. She is Joint Secretary of the Pakistan Muslim League and
has participated in Tehreek-e-Nijat. She is Chairperson of the Standing Committee
on Ports and Shipping of the Senate. Senator Latif Khosa is a very eminent
lawyer, a jurist, representing the Pakistan Peoples Party. He has been a lawyer
for Ms. Benazir Bhutto and her spouse Mr. Asif Ali Zardari. Recently when Mr.
Zardari was landing in Lahore from Dubai, I think, he was a 'state guest',
(laughter) a state guest or guest of the Police? He is a barrister and has made
many visits to Europe. He is what I call an enlightened fundamentalist having
very strong views and expertise on legal and political issues. Senator Mehtab
Ahmed Khan is from the Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz Group. He is a former
Chief Minister of the Frontier Province and a former Minister for Kashmir Affairs.
He has also been a state guest as a political prisoner in the past.

I also want to introduce one of our colleagues who just arrived. I do
not think he needs any introduction. There is Maulana Sami-ul-Haq from the
MMA, a person who heads the biggest seminary, Jamia-al-Haqqania at Akora
Khattak in Pakistan. His father was also a Member of Parliament. Maulana
Sami-ul-Haq took part in the Afghan Jehad, which was a joint Jehad, as you
know, for the West and the Muslim world. He has been Member of Parliament
in the past also and is a colleague.

Mr. Iftikhar Ullah Babar is Secretary of the Committee and Ambassador
Tayyab Siddiqui is Consultant to our Committee. He has been Ambassador of
Pakistan to two key African countries, namely, Zimbabwe and Egypt. So, he
is an expert on African issues.

Excellencies, introduce yourselves please. Name and country and how
long you have been here.

-    African Diplomats

Ambassador of Eritrea: First, on behalf of my colleague, Ambassador of
South Africa in Islamabad, I would like to thank Senator Mushahid Hussain
and the House for inviting us here to discuss bilateral issues and collective
efforts by the African Embassies here in Islamabad to enhance the relations
between our Continent and the Islamic Republic of Pakistan. So, first allow me
to introduce myself. I am Abdu Mohammed Heggi, Ambassador of Eritrea. I
have been here since August, 2003. Thank you.
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Ambassador of Algeria: My name is Larbaoui Nadir. I am Ambassador of
Algeria. I am here since one and a half years but it seems I am here for a
long time. I arrived in Pakistan on 10th of June, 2004. Thank you.

High Commissioner of Kenya: My name is David Mutui Mutemi. I am High
Commissioner of Kenya. In the immediate past I was my country's Ambassador
to Nigeria and I am enjoying my stay in Pakistan for the last one year.

High Commissioner of Nigeria: I am Senator Umar El-Gash Maina. High
Commissioner of Nigeria.

Ambassador of Sudan: My name is Dafaa Allah El-Haj Ali. I am Ambassador
of Sudan. I arrived in Islamabad on the 15th of July last year.

Head of the Egypt Embassy: My name is Hany Bassiony. I am Councilor,
Head of the Egyptian Embassy. I have been here for about two years. I would
just express the regrets of our Ambassador that he could not attend due to
previous commitments. Thank you.

High Commissioner of Mauritius: Assalam-o-Alaikum. I am High
Commissioner from Mauritius. My name is Rhafic Janhangeer. I am here for
the last nine months. It is my second coming and it is a pleasure to be in
Pakistan again and to see many friends. Thank you very much.

Ambassador of Tunisia: Assalam-o-Alaikum. My name is Zouhaier Dhaouadi.
I am Ambassador of Tunisia and I am here for the last four months only. I
am happy to be here. Thank you.

Acting Charge d' Affaires of Libyan Embassy: I am Abu Bakarshilli, acting
Charge d' Affaires of Libyan Embassy. I arrived here about two years ago
and I will be Charge d' Affaires in next month Insha Allah. Thank you very
much.

Charge d' Affaires of South Africa: Good afternoon. My name is Magen
Govender. I am the Charge d' Affaires of the South African High Commission.
I am here in Pakistan since March 2002. Thank you very much.

Charge d' Affaires of Somalia: My name is Ahmed Abdirahman Sh. Nur.
I am Charged' Affaires of the Embassy of Somalia. I have been here for more
than eight years.
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•   Brief Overview of Pak - Africa Relations

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you Excellencies. I will start
with a brief overview of our relations with Africa. Interestingly we know that
with focus on Western countries like the United States, Europe and also on
South Asia, a very important dimension, the African dimension of Pakistan's
foreign policy is often missed out, and it is a very important dimension. I will
try to trace it very briefly. In 1952-53 Pakistan joined the U.N. Security
Council and at that time we were among the few Muslim countries who were
independent and we spearheaded support for the struggle for self-determination
of African colonies. And if you see the record of the fifties, you know that we
were one of the first countries which supported Eritrea's independence from
Italian colonialism. In Tunisia, the father of the nation, Habib Borguiba used
to travel on a Pakistani Passport. In Algeria, Farhat Abbas, Prime Minister of
the provisional Government and Ahmad Bin Bella used to travel on Pakistani
Diplomatic Passports. We also provided support to Morocco and other countries
including Zimbabwe and the ZANU Patriotic Front of Robert Mugabe. We
supported the liberation struggle in Namibia and South Africa, opposing all
forms of apartheid. I think Ambassador Tayyab Siddiqui was the one who
delivered 300 thousand dollars on behalf of Pakistan to Winnie Mandela, as
Pakistan's support to their struggle, and this support has been consistent
through different governments whether they were military governments or
elected democratic governments. So there has been a consistent pattern in
Pakistan's foreign policy, and we sent peace keeping forces for the election
in Namibia and also helped in the conflict against Ethiopia in 1978. There has
been an active pattern of Pakistani support for liberation movements in Africa,
when it was very rare and difficult to give this kind of support.

Then we also have been providing special training programmes for
the military and of course, some officers later attained prominence as leaders
of their countries. Presidents of Nigeria, Sudan, and Ghana come in this
category. Pakistan also contributed to nation building of newly independent
countries of Africa through the training of officers at the National Defence
College, Pakistan Administrative Staff College, Air Force War College, and
provision of expertise. In Uganda, for example, Mian Riaz Uddin Ahmad was
Cabinet Secretary of Uganda. Then we had Justice M.B. Ahmed in Nigeria,
he was Chief Justice there. First Chief of the Air Force of Zimbabwe was a
Pakistani, Air Marshal Daud Pota. Then Capacity Building Programmes which
we have executed for different countries. Libya for airlines, Kenya, Nigeria
and Sudan, in trade. We also helped in the peace process, for example,
Sahibzada Yaqub Khan was Special Envoy of U.N. Secretary General for
Western Sahara and Mr. Sheharyar Khan was a Special Envoy for Rwanda
and Burundi and also for the decolonization process Pakistan has played a
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key role. Our peace keeping forces, Pakistan Army contingents and police
contingents, have been there in Ghana, Somalia, Eritrea, Congo and Namibia
to assist in the transition and also in Sierra Leone and in the Congo. So, relief
assistance to famine affected areas in Sudan and Niger, and even during the
Darfur crisis, you know, there was Pakistan who played the role of a mediator.

 Because we were in the U.N. Security Council, we did not want things
to spin out of control and a special envoy was sent from Pakistan to Sudan
to defuse the situation. We also helped out in the U.N. Security Council. So
on a host of issues whether they are training programmes, whether they are
support to liberation movements, whether they are capacity building, we had
a strong relationship and, finally, also in training of diplomats. I was told that
we have a training programme for two kinds of African diplomats, one for
the younger ones who just joined the service and the other for mid-career
officers, twenty four slots in each case. So, it is a great pleasure to have all
of you here and we are also keen in our Committee that Pakistan should
have a very close interaction with African countries because the African Union
has a large membership. I think it is the second biggest after the OIC in the
UN. In the UN General Assembly, as we are discovering right now, in the
struggle for the UN Security Council membership, it is one country, one vote.
So each vote matters and we were very keen that this relationship should
be reinforced, not just with European and Western countries and Arab countries
but we reached out to African countries and I understand that certain important
trips are in the offing. Recently we had the President of Eritrea visiting us
and the Prime Minister of Mauritius is also visiting us and of course, Nelson
Mandela came here on different occasions before he became President in
1994 and then as President in 1999. So, we have had this close interaction
with Africa and the people of Africa and so I look forward to this continued
close relationship.

•   General Discussion on Pak - Africa Relations

Ambassador of Algeria: Thank you Senators, I just want to say a few
words that as African group in Islamabad, every year we organize Africa Day
on the 25th of May and collectively as Ambassadors here in our Missions we
work together. From this meeting we just want to brief you on our activities
in Pakistan and about our organization, the African Union, and what we are
doing in this organization and especially when it comes to the new partnership
for Africa which is known as NEPAD and about conflict resolution in Africa
and we want to impress on the Africa-Pakistan relations. We had a seminar
a day before in the Institute of Strategic Studies. We talked about the African
Union and the NEPAD and the conflict resolution and African Pakistan relations.
Also, now here in this meeting, we want to talk about and also want to hear
from you what are the ways and the mechanisms that we can create to
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enhance the relations between Pakistan and the African continent and
bilaterally also. So, I will give the floor to H.E. High Commissioner of Nigeria,
my brother Senator Umar El-Gash to say a few words about this issue.

Ambassador of Nigeria: Thank you very much. Honestly, I have been
asked to make comments. I do refer to the call of interest to make my
comments. However, I deem it necessary to talk less so that I can give
opportunity to other members of the diplomatic corps or the Ambassadors
to contribute. Pakistan as you have clearly informed us, contributed immensely
to the liberation movements during Africa's trial periods. We acknowledge
that. Similarly, she rendered military training to the freedom fighters as well
as technical assistance to the African nations, i.e. during war of liberation.
We are also aware and we appreciate the efforts made by Pakistan in
rendering services in peace keeping in the African continent. This is very
commendable and particularly I can talk of Nigeria, over 600 military personnel
were trained by Pakistan so far and we continuously send our people here
for training.

I do not want to say much. Pakistan, to my own dismay (sorry to say
this), is ignorant of the potentials Africa has, especially in term of resources.
It has immense business opportunities but when it comes to the economic
diplomacy they are far left behind. I think the legislative arm of Government
is the most important because it is backbone of democracy. Any country,
which has no legislature, has no democracy. In that way the onus is on you
to take the initiative to visit some selected African countries at your own
level to interact and find ways and means to improve economic relations
between African countries and Pakistan, because we appreciate the
determination of Pakistan, as they do not compromise on standards of their
products. The Chinese rendered us assistance during the liberation struggle
in Africa and India did little but they are aggressively pursuing economic
diplomacy. They make a lot of money. There is the need for you to pursue
aggressively, economic diplomacy, so that you can reap abundant financial
benefits as well as investment in Africa. I also hope that such unique
opportunity would be a routine exercise between us and you and also write
the Foreign Minister to consider Africa as a very important political as well
as economic bloc.

I think there is need to encourage the Federation of Chamber of
Commerce and Industry to visit some of the African countries to assess for
themselves the abundant business opportunities existing there. We have
laid down conducive business atmosphere and business climate in most of
the African countries for would-be serious minded businessmen, particularly
those Members of the South-South and OIC. You should invite our ministers
where you have interest, like in defence and commerce. There must be
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frequent visits between the executive and the legislative arms of both
countries. This is very important and the business Chambers will be encouraged
to visit Africa mainly at the Federation level to interact with their African
counterparts for establishment of joint business ventures. I have visited all
the chambers since my arrival in this country and there is need for the
legislative arm to interact with other African nations. Without wasting too
much of your time, I would like to take my leave. Thank you very much
distinguished Senators.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you, High Commissioner, and
I think your suggestions about the visit of the Federation of Chambers of
Commerce and Industries is well taken and we certainly will pass it on. I
would also recommend similar interaction from your group with the Chamber
directly, would also be very constructive, I hope. I agree the interaction
between the legislatures of African countries and Pakistan is a weak link in
the chain and I think circumstances permitting may be in 2006 we can
consider a visit of the Committee to certain African countries.

High Commissioner of Mauritius: Senators and dear excellencies, it is a
pleasure for me to be here and in the presence of such an important gathering
to talk about Africa-Pakistan relations in the framework that we perceive it
from the African point of view. Senator Mushahid Hussain has given us a
background of the linkages that have existed between Africa and the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan right from the colonial days and I think this is a very
important background for us to build upon. This is an important step on
which relationship could have been upgraded. I said it could have been
upgraded because I find some vacuum from my point of view. May be Africa
is the last continent which has gained independence in the 60s and afterwards
some of our countries have just been out of apartheid type of regimes. So,
we are very young nations in terms of independence and we are taking
destiny in our own hands. This is why we have evolved the OAU which was
mostly a political organization in contrast with the African Union which is
more economic oriented. With globalization setting in, realizing that economy
and trade is pre-dominating in all the regions of the world when we look at
what is happening at the EU, the ASEAN and NAFTA. You know, there has
been consolidation of blocs, economic and trading blocs. We think that Africa
has to evolve into this type of an entity.

The African Union is an organization which focuses mainly on the
building of Africa into a very solid economic and trading bloc. We are conscious
that we have many drawbacks. We are conscious that we have a lot of
grounds to cover because Africa is only two percent of world international
trade. We are rich in mineral resources. We are 54 countries in Africa, so
you can see the complexity of this situation to bring the whole continent to
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move as a unified force. We are evolving institutions and making linkages
with other organizations in order to evolve the economic infrastructure so
that Africa can become an important player into the globalization process.

Maybe it is also interesting for you to know that we have been
collaborating on one way or the other in different institutions besides the
U.N. family. We and some other countries have been collaborating in the
Commonwealth, in the OIC, in the Non-Aligned Movement. So, we have many
instances in which we are collaborating either bilaterally or collectively, but
we find that, may be Pakistan should be more proactive. We have evolved
the NEPAD, the New Economic Partnership for Africa's Development. There
are instances where companies have made special economic relationship
with Africa. Under the NEPAD, as you know, we have a privileged partner,
the G-8, where we are having interaction and collaboration so that we can
evolve and get the funding and the G-8 has actually taken a decision to write
off 14 billion debts for mostly African countries. 18 worldwide heavily indebted
countries, 14 of which are from Africa. Individually, the NEPAD has also
evolved linkages with; let's say Japan, under the TICAD and with China. We
have the China-Africa Forum. We have also India and the SAARC countries.
So, we have the framework under which we can have linkages, especially
for projects. This is one idea which can be explored further.

Besides the NEPAD, we have sub-regional organizations, like the
COMESA, the SADC and the ECOWAS where linkages have been established
between countries or sub-regional organizations with African groups. So, this
is another type of linkage which can be established either in a sub-region
or at the continental level. At the continental level like AU (the African Union),
we are now building capacity and Pakistan is very good in capacity building
and they have always been extending help to Africa at the AU level either
for peace-keeping or peace-building. We are still in the process of putting
in place most of institutions. This is where also Pakistan can come in and
help us in the continental level. Build some of the institutions either financially
or technically. This also offers linkages.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you very much. Mr. Rhafic is
an old friend because he was here twenty years ago when I was Editor of
'The Muslim', he was a young diplomat from Mauritius and I am glad, now
he is the big boss.

Ambassador of Kenya: Thank you Mr. Chairman. I want to raise only two
issues. The role that Pakistan has played in many areas in Africa has been
highlighted. The issue is that Pakistan still remains very thin in Africa. You
are very thinly represented in terms of diplomatic missions. Like I come from
Kenya and your High Commissioner in Kenya is accredited to almost ten
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other African countries. It is almost difficult to cover all that area. So, if you
really want to take advantage of the opportuhities that are there in Africa,
this committee will have to impress upon the Pakistan Government to increase
its diplomatic representation in Africa. Secondly, the South - South Cooperation,
which I think should be the answer to many of our problems that are facing
us economically, have to be taken seriously and in order to take them seriously
there are things which we have to do, for instance, air links. South-South
Cooperation still remains an illusion because if you have to go most cities
in Africa you have to go to Europe. So, this is a major challenge for us in
the South-South countries. We will have to evolve a communication link that
will solve the issues that we are trying to put across in terms of attaining
that kind of cooperation. I want to mention specific areas in which Pakistan
and Africa can really relate very well. Take for instance, tourism. Tourism
is one area or one sector that Pakistan can exploit. Pakistan has very good
places where people can visit. And I am sure there are very many African
countries, which have a very developed tourist industry. We can form a
linkage to be able to help each other not only in developing that particular
sector but in terms of exchange of tourists. If Pakistanis of means can move
to Europe and or America, they can instead go to Kenya to South Africa and
other places. I think this is one area on which we should really focus. Then
take the issue of UN reform. If we look at the issue of votes, votes held by
various continents. Asia has about 56 countries or states. Africa as a Continent
has 53 countries. If you put all together you get 109, against 191 votes. So
we have a full representation that we can be able to use if only we can
develop a linkage that we can work together. Take for instance, the WTO
which has been a grouping as far as my personal view is concerned, has not
been to our advantage in the South-South Cooperation. The WTO has been
developing a tendency where European and American countries have wanted
to isolate the countries in the South-South Zone and paint them individually
but not collectively. We should be able to evolve a mechanism that can enable
us to talk as a united front facing the common problem. I want to stop there.
Thank you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you High Commissioner from
Kenya, I think you have given some very substantive and serious suggestions
regarding tourism. I know some people who go for Safaris in Kenya but that
is not good enough because Africa has a tradition of tourism and infrastructure
also and we can learn from that. And also, as you said, lots of Pakistanis
instead of going to Europe can go to Africa to see beautiful places and secondly
UN reform, I totally agree with you. It is one country one vote and we need
those votes. I think there is a camaraderie and solidarity between Asia and
Africa regarding South-South Cooperation. And I agree that we are very thin
in Africa because of the focus we have only in Kenya, Nigeria, Tanzania,
Senegal, South Africa, Zimbabwe, I mean 7, 8, 10 missions all told.
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Ambassador of Sudan: I begin with the name of Allah, the Most Beneficent,
the Most Merciful. Thank you again distinguished Senator Mushahid,
distinguished Senators. I will not indulge in micro managing the aspects of
relations between Africa and Pakistan. I will try to concentrate on overall
policies and I will pick on what has been said by Senator Mushahid that
Africa dimension in Pakistani foreign policy is often missed out. In this
connection I would like to reiterate our keenness to see Africa-Pakistan
relations flourishing and enhancing instead of declining, in order to serve
the best interest of our friendly countries. In my intervention I would like
to speak about policies mainly because I am addressing distinguished
Senators who are policy makers, I am sure we will pronounce this in other
appropriate fora with our brothers in Foreign Affairs which will help in
formulating Pakistan foreign policy vis-a-vis Africa. I will start by saying,
may be as Senator Mushahid said the graph of the relations is declining. I
am not talking about Sudan because Sudan and Pakistan have maintained
and are still maintaining excellent relations, but I am talking about Pakistan
and Africa as a whole. We should not dwell on the past, the past has gone.
We should strive and do our utmost to cement, to strengthen these relations
to meet the challenges of this globalizing world. I will give some examples
because if we look at the interaction between Africa and Pakistan or Pakistan
and Africa for the last two years we can hardly trace visits of high officials
from Pakistan to Africa. We all hope that visits be activated and we fervently
look forward that H.E. President Musharraf visit Africa in the near future.
Africa could be a very important partner for Pakistan economically and
politically.

We have great respect for Pakistan, which is stemmed from the
common denominators which link us with Pakistan. We look forward to see
Pakistan present in Africa and I would like to recommend in this connection
presidential visit, visits of high level officials, ministers and Parliamentarians
to Africa, on one hand, and we as African Ambassadors in our turn will
encourage officials from our countries to visit Pakistan.

Another recommendation which is of mutual concern to both Africa
and Pakistan is that recently we have encountered a lot of strange concepts
like humanitarian security; humanitarian intervention and I think we in Africa
have managed to establish mechanisms for resolutions of conflicts not
managing conflicts. So we need the moral support of Pakistan in this regard.
I am not talking about materialistic assistance, what is needed is the moral
support of Pakistan to Africa to enable it to resolve these conflicts within the
African House as the threat of humanitarian intervention may face any
country; be it in Africa or in Asia. I am going to stop here, hoping that more
attention should be given to Africa in Pakistan foreign policy and I will have
a chance to meet may be individually with different distinguished Senators
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and we can speak at length about, these aspects. Thank you very much.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you very much, for your very frank
comments and I would totally agree with you that we have a strong constituency
in Africa for Pakistan and we have not frankly devoted enough attention and I
agree with you that visits at the highest level by the President, Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister should be undertaken on a regular basis otherwise we are
leaving the field open for lot of other rivals or competitors to which you just
alluded. By the way, on a personal note, I would like to add that I was in Jeddah,
yesterday, for a meeting of the Commission of Eminent Persons, and Sudan
was represented by the President of Shoora Council, Mr. Rahim and it was a
very good meeting and Pakistan is cooperating very closely with Sudan and
other countries along with Saudi Arabia, Tu rkey and Malaysia for a Conference
of Islamic Scholars preceding the Islamic Extraordinary Summit in Saudi Arabia
in end December. So, Sudan's contribution is very notable there. I think in 2006
Insha Allah we will plan a visit from our side. Excellencies you mentioned about
different things, for your information whatever is being discussed and said here
will Insha Allah be put in a report form. I plan to takeout a special report on
Pakistan’s relations with Africa. That is why I have asked them to take a special
photograph of each of you and we will like your bio-data and one of you should
contribute an article from your side. Our side will also contribute at least one
or two articles. If all of you cooperate, give your nice photographs with your
bio-data and also what are the proposals. It is not just a social meeting for tea
and other things it will have a fall out. Thank you.

Ambassador of Algeria: Thank you distinguished Chairman and thank you
distinguished Senators and other colleagues. I completely agree what my
brother Ambassador of Sudan said but I would like to add and in this case I
would like to hear our brothers and sisters and Senators also. I would like
to focus on the cooperation between Parliamentarians between Pakistan and
Africa and what is the best way to maintain, to enhance and to develop and
to promote the cooperation between Parliaments because we have official
relationship through diplomatic relation. Official meetings and official relations
would improve but how can we find the best way to develop cooperation
between Parliaments from Africa and Pakistan. I would like to give one
example. It's not for Algeria but all African countries. We received in Algeria
in 2003 Chairman of Senate, who led an important delegation to Algeria and
this year, in April, we received the Speaker, National Assembly with very
important delegation in Algeria. So, in Africa we believe in this kind of
cooperation but after the visit, and I am speaking with brothers and sisters,
after the visit and after creating a friendship group nothing has happened.
So, please tell me what we can do because we really believe in this kind of
cooperation because now in Africa there is civil society and parliaments and
may be they can help and support the official relations between Africa and
Pakistan. Thank you.
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Senator Mushaid Hussain Sayed: Thank you very much, I will check up
on this friendship group and it should have regular meetings and, by the
way, one of my favourite movies is “Battle of Algiers”. So, the Algerian
revolution has a lot of impact and I remember when I was Abdul Aziz
Boutaflika, Foreign Minister of Algeria. He was the President of the UN General
Assembly in the historic session o 1974. He had long hair and was a radical
then and I had met him in the UN on the occassion. He was spearheading
the struggle for Palestine and also for the new international economic order
in 1974. He is now President of Algeria. Thank you.

Ambassador of Algeria: It is just a recommendation. I feel if your good
self  recommend to the Foreign Ministry to reinvigorate, to re-activate the
mechanism already existing between all our countries, like joint committees,
joint commissions and bilateral memorandum of understanding between
different ministries, it will enforce interaction between our countries.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: I will appreciate a paper from your
Excellencies later on, which will be included in our report listing some of
those proposals and recommendations in writing which are important for
follow up for implementation because this is not just a visit and that you
forget about, you have got to follow it up as well.

Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmad:  Bismillah-ir-Rahman-ir-Rahim. First of
all let me place on record my personal regard and my deep appreciation for
all the frank talk that we have had. I compliment the Chairman of the
Committee for convening this first meeting between the Foreign Relations
Committee and the diplomats from African countries. This represents a very
promising beginning.

There is no time to go into history but the fact is that relationships
between Asia and Africa go far deeper. In fact the colonial period represents
an intervention and an interruption. Otherwise, there have always been close
relationships, cultural, religious, educational, economic and political. In the
post colonial period a new wave of relationships has emerged. I am happy
that Senator Mushahid has given a very good summary of developments in
the recent past. But I would like to add at least one more point. I happily
recollect that from the 1960s we had a regular flow of students in Karachi
University from the African continent, particularly from Nigeria, South Africa,
Kenya and Uganda. It was a pleasant experience to meet in 1970s and 1980s
some of my students occupying important positions, including ministerial
positions, in Nigeria and Kenya. Presently in the International Islamic
University, Islamabad we have students from over 20 African countries.
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It may also be relevant to recollect the visit of the Quaid-e-Azam to
Cairo in 1946, on way back from UK, when he laid the foundations of Pak-
African relations for the post independence era, Imam Hassan al-Banna, the
founder of Muslim Brotherhood, was also in that meeting. Dr. Said Ramadan
has played an important role in building relations between Pakistan and a
number of Arab and African countries. In all international conferences held
in Pakistan ever since its inception there has been active participation from
Africa.

Now a word about the current challenge. While decolonization has
taken place at the political level, even though not fully, but the real movement
towards total decolonization has been virtually aborted. That lies at the root
of our agonizing problems in Asia, Africa and Latin America. We are still
living under the shadow of economic, cultural and intellectual domination
of the ex-colonial regimes. Now the current phase of globalization is further
strengthening this hegemony of the West and represents a new form of
colonialism camouflaged in very beautiful phrases and very defective concepts.
Yet its designs are very clear and it is here that I think we face a common
challenge. This challenge is economic. This challenge is political. It is also
cultural and intellectual. We all are confronted with a global infrastructure
that is trying to perpetuate the hegemony of a few Western powers, with
America as the real player. So, from that view point, I think, there is a
serious convergence of interests between all the countries of Asia and Africa
and as some of our friends have rightly pointed out earlier, as a group of
nations, almost 110 out of 191, who are member countries of the UN, we
have to play a role to rectify the imbalance of power in the world. But we
lack unity. We also lack institutional support for each other. But more
important, we lack, I am blunt to say, full perception of the threats that we
face. We lack the political will.

One of our colleagues has referred to the WTO. It is a sad commentary
on our affairs that something that took about four decades to mature, and
the treaty was signed in an African country, but I am afraid most of the
African and Asian countries did not care to read its smaller print and signed
the treaty without realizing all its implications. Now we are suffering for that
failure. During the 10 years transition period, from 1995 to 2005, we did
not care to utilize this opportunity to prepare ourselves to face that challenge
and build an array of safeguards to protect our interests. Even now there
is time to prepare and develop a collective response, but this is possible
only if we have clear understanding of the issues and challenges and then
coordinate and cooperate sincerely and meaningfully. This South-South
Cooperation which was part of the 1974 vision of the New Economic Order,
to which Mushahid referred to, has been unfortunately stalled because we
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didn't do our homework and the world powers have been clever enough to
frustrate the initiatives third world countries took to regain their position in
world affairs. In 1973, for the first time, the third world people used the oil
weapon. In 1974 Henry Kissinger, the then American Secretary of State
himself said that the West needs three to five years to recycle the petro-
dollars back into the West. And they succeeded in recycling our wealth. So,
I think there is a real challenge and for that unless we do our homework
well along with some real soul-searching and fresh thinking to explore
avenues of cooperation and developing a joint action plan, both at the
operational levels as well as diplomatic and political levels, we cannot
safeguard our independence and our vital interests. Although time is running
fast, we must see how best we can cooperate, not to allow the present power
structure to perpetuate itself and marginalize us. The present world order
was designed to protect the 1945 power structure. Much water has flown
ever since. Yet the global institutions have only perpetuated that power
equation and despite our numbers and our resources we have not been able
to carve out an appropriate place and role for ourselves. As some talk of UN
reform is going on today, we have an opportunity to redress this situation.
This is the time to pool our resources and seek a place for ourselves in order
to play a rightful role in the future.

Africa is a rich-poor country. Rich in resources and potential, but poor
because we have not managed our resources correctly and have allowed
them to be squandered mercilessly. We lack control on our own resources,
and whatever control we have, has been rendered inconsequential because
of mismanagement, corruption and bad governance. So I think it is very
good that we are meeting and trying to address these issues. I think the
challenge at the moment primarily is in the political field and the UN reform
that is knocking at our doors, could become a test case. The issue is also
economic and financial and if we are not prepared to have our economy in
our own hands, if we are not prepared to decide our own priorities as to
development and the way to mange our resources, we would face a very
serious situation in the future. I am afraid we may even have to cry for every
drop of water. And I would add there is also a cultural challenge. Globalization
is not on the basis of authentic pluralism. It is hegemonistic and our identity
would be dissolved if we are not prepared to protect it. I am pleading for
isolation or autarchy. That is not an option. We have to participate in the
affairs of the world community. Globalization is a reality. It is a challenge
that has to be faced in such a manner that African and Asian countries play
their role and strive for a world that is not hegemonistic, which is genuinely
pluralistic, a world in which we have different systems, where different
cultures could flourish with dignity. I think that is an objective for which we
have to work and work hard. Thank you very much indeed.
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Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you. I think Senator Khurshid
has presented an excellent overview and I am glad you added to our
knowledge of the role of students and education in bringing peoples and
countries together and I think Pakistan in that respect also has played a
very important role because not just African but Palestinians and other Arab
countries, students have been playing a role in that.

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq: Distinguished Ambassadors we welcome
you here in this House whole-heartedly and thank Senator Mushahid Hussain
who made this meeting possible today. We maintain good relations with all
your countries. We had a chance to visit Sudan. I met Dr. Hassan-Al-Turabi.
We have to maintain very strong relations because we face the same destiny.
Our problems are the same whether in Kashmir or Darfur or in other areas
like Palestine. I was a student when a scholar from Algeria Mr. Bashir-ul-
Ibrahimi-AI-Jazairi, came to Pakistan. He is a freedom fighter and we all
highly appreciate his role for the struggle of Algerian people and we have
learnt a lot from him. We also have excellent relations with South Africa and
we have high regard for the great leader Nelson Mandela for whom we wish
good health and we maintain good relations with the Muslims of South Africa
who also follow this Madrassah and they have very good system of education
and we look forward to the strengthening of this relation with South Africa.
Islam is the religion of peace. You know this hegemony against Islam is
related to terrorism and this is an unjust claim because the essence of Islam
is peace. We in Africa and Asia need to stick together and try to convince
the West that this is not the image of Islam which they depict negatively,
and we are ready for religious interface and dialogue to make them understand
the real teachings of Islam. We need to convince them to distinguish between
the right for liberation and terrorism. Thank you very much.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you very much Senator Sami-
ul-Haq and thank you Excellency for the superb translation. Senator Latif
Khosa.

Senator Sardar Muhammad Latif Khosa: Excellency, it is a pleasure to
have you here. We are very grateful that you spared your precious time to
be with us. We will be looking forward to more interactions and the proposals,
which you have made, are most educative and will benefit us. As Prof.
Khurshid has rightly pointed out, unfortunately we do not comprehend the
New World Order in which we are again being dominated and imprisoned,
like in the colonial setup, except that this time geographical domination is
being substituted by another type of domination. This time it is the WTO,
IMF and the G-8 countries, who are dictating global policies and taking away
our resources and then returning the same to us with our money. So I think
we have to be conscious as the New World Order unfolds and tries to colonize
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us. There is a reason why the West thrives because there is continuity in
their approach and policies. They talk of democracy in their own country but
this condition of democracy is not applied when dealing with our countries
as there is duplicity in their approach. We are 109 countries, out of 190 and
I think we can take another course. Human resource is the most vital weapon
that we have, but this unfortunately has either been ignored or made to lie
dormant. This is a resource where I think Africa and Asia has to concentrate
and we have to empower the people of our countries. Given our human
resource, mineral resources and agriculture, we are very rich and I think the
West would come crawling to us but unfortunately they are dictating and we
are begging. We are still asking for charities instead of being masters of our
destiny and asserting our rights. The colonial past which we share and the
historical relationship that bind us together, rest assured compel us to stand
by you for any cause that is dear to you and if any calamity befalls any African
country, you will find us first in all respects whether it is physical presence
or it is moral or monetary support. We have, however to improve our own
infrastructure and we have to strengthen unity that you have proposed at
all levels. We welcome this proposal and I am sure that Mushahid Hussain
being here, the report that will be prepared will be rotated not only in the
government circles but to all Members of Parliament so that everyone is
informed and benefited. We will be looking forward to more frequent interactions
between the Parliamentarians of African countries and Pakistan, who are the
true representatives of the people. Thank you.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you very much. Now I invite
Senator Gulshan Saeed and after that Senator Mehtab Ahmed Khan.

Senator Gulshan Saeed: I welcome the distinguished Ambassadors of
African countries. I have two points noted down here suggested by you and
I think we should emphasize on these. I feel this is a very good suggestion
that in the past if we have ignored the linkage between Africa and Pakistan,
we should try to strengthen it like before. Secondly, you have mentioned that
in African countries we have few missions. We will recommend to the Foreign
Office to look into this matter. We should have strong links in the education
and the political fields. We should send Parliamentary delegations to African
countries as well to have close relationship with those countries. I thank you
for your suggestions.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you. Senator Mehtab Ahmed
Khan.

Senator Mehtab Ahmed Khan: Thank you very much Mr. Chairman. I really
appreciate your efforts and those made by the Foreign Affairs Committee for
arranging this meeting with respected and honourable Ambassadors from
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Africa, a very important world bloc, and I think that this start should move
ahead and encourage brain storming on the issues we are discussing today.
I would also like to clarify that whatever has been said from this side, it is
not the version of the Government of Pakistan or the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs but these are the feelings and sentiments of the people of the country.
And I also concede and I hope that my friend, Chairman of the Foreign Affairs
Committee Mr. Mushahid Hussain, would also agree that our Foreign Office
has not been able to do much for exploring avenues of fostering close
relations between the African countries and Pakistan. I would really second
and support and endorse what has been said by our honourable colleague
Prof. Khurshid Ahmed. Pakistan and almost every African country has a
similar colonial past and we should appreciate that the challenges which we
in Pakistan and Africa are facing particularly the tremendous new challenges
of globalization and the New World Order are also the same. And here is a
time that the African bloc which is one of the largest single blocs in the
United Nations has to play a very significant role. I believe that despite the
might of the few powerful countries in global affairs and given their hegemonic
interventions, African countries and countries like Pakistan, will find place
in future world politics and globalization and will retain their entities, identities
through the potentials especially of the African countries.

I think cooperation between governments is important and we have
to make all efforts and ask the Government of Pakistan to generate more
activity in the relations of common interest, particularly increased interaction
between the people of Pakistan and African countries. I think that relationship
is more long lasting. I remember that when I was a student in the early 70s,
when the whole world was awakening specially the African countries, in
Pakistan we had Afro-Asian Solidarity Association, which played a significant
role at that time and probably that was one of the leading organizations
which also played this important role in the OIC to a certain extent and also
in the United Nations. And this time Sir, I think another period is emerging
now that warrants an organization independent of the Government, to
influence the African countries and Pakistani side for fostering relations
because the Governments most of the time have their own difficulties, their
own priorities, which keep on changing because of certain global requests
and pressure. An organization, which is independent of government influence,
will definitely play a vital role. It's not only the availing of opportunity for
economic benefits and exploiting any other resources but I say more have
to be done on the political side because we have more political values, if we
desire to play an important role in global politics, which Africa being the
single largest bloc in the United Nations can play. I think this is the area
where focus is required and I would also support this idea that Pakistan has
a very large constituency in Africa and the Foreign Affairs Committee should
take a leading role in interacting with them. Interaction between
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Parliamentarians, Chamber of Commerce and Industry and close cooperation
in the education field are also very important. As has been pointed out by
our friends, cooperation in the education field can establish strong solidarity.
So, these are the areas where I will suggest that our efforts should now be
focused and this Committee, Mr. Chairman, should take a leading role in it.
It is the refined face of this Committee that we do not work on party basis.
It is a political in nature and we work only for the larger interest of the people
of Pakistan and our friendly countries also. So, my suggestion would be to
constitute a small committee, which should formulate recommendations on
behalf of the Committee. These suggestions will go a long way in establishing
strong relationships in the future. Thank you very much.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you very much Senator Mahtab
and I think that is why now the Committee has been existing for two years
but this is the first time we have invited any group and I decided to invite
the Ambassadors from Africa because this is a neglected area of Pakistan's
Foreign Policy and I agree, more needs to be done here. We have been
focusing on different areas of the world, but Africa is important for South-
South cooperation. We have a sense of camaraderie and solidarity with Africa.
The Afro-Asian Peoples Solidarity Organization(AAPSO) was headed by an
Egyptian named Yousef Al Sebai and in Pakistan, its Secretary General used
to be Mr. Mairaj Khalid, the former Prime Minister. And I remember as a
student, I was 16 or 17 years old then and I used to go to some other
meetings, they were held in Beadon Road in Lahore and there were lots of
delegations coming including from Cuba, from Egypt. The progressive poet,
Faiz Ahmad Faiz wrote a very famous poem on Africa also and when Patrice
Lumumba was killed in 1960, I think, I would say martyred rather, there
were lots of demonstrations in Pakistan. In fact Tariq Ali Khan who was the
student leader, now in England and retired as a student leader, his first
demonstration was on Lumumba in 1960, Lumumba was killed by the CIA
and demonstration was in Pakistan in Lahore. So, there is camaraderie,
Lumumba was in Congo, we had no interest in Congo but it was third world
solidarity and that was Afro Asian solidarity and I think, these are the
organizations which played and I myself formed the committee then, as a
student, Pakistan Youth Committee, for third world solidarity. So, we studied
lot of issues on liberation movements and so forth, so this is part of our
heritage, you know, all of us here, we have had moments in Africa, as
students, you know. So, Africa is etched in our mind as it’s a part of our
heritage intellectually, culturally and even from the religious point of view.

So, I feel that this has been an excellent beginning that we have
brought this group together, you can see so many ideas have floated and I
would suggest that let us first have your proposals and if you can send those
proposal on E-mail. I will get your E-mail addresses. It will be fast for us to
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prepare the report. I think Sub Committee of Prof. Khurshid, that can compile
those proposals within a week and I think Senator Mehtab and other can also
join. I will have Ambassador Tayyab Siddiqui to assist you Sir so that we can
put things together, I got some notes also from here. So you know let us
move it and within a month we can produce this report. So, if by the end of
the month you come out with your proposals, we have our own proposals,
we come out the solid report, and the report will discuss all that has been
discussed. Whatever you're saying is being recorded by the way. Officially
recorded, it will be transcribed. I have given the instructions to the Secretariat.
They will transcribe it and Insha Allah we will come out with the solid report
on Africa. I invite all Ambassadors and our members of the Parliament,
whoever wants to write an article for this issue, they are most welcome on
that. Yes Ambassador.

Ambassador of Algeria: Thank you Mr. Chairman, I would like to have
some comments and thank you so much for your ideas and proposals, I do
completely agree with what you said. I also agree with distinguished Prof.
Khurshid Ahmed when he said that we should have full perception of the
threat that we have to face. I consider that the Muslim countries are to be
economically integrated in the global market economy. We also have to face
the challenge to the Muslim culture, which we can do with force and full
participation of all Muslim countries. But I consider also that there is a serious
threat to global peace, security, instability in our countries due to international
terrorism and extremism, which has no relation with Islam because Islam
has image of tolerance and of justice and of equality. I completely agree with
my brother Maulana Sami-ul-Haq that we have to give the best image of
Islam. I think that the best context is enlightened moderation promoted by
His Excellency Mr. Pervez Musharraf, President of Pakistan and I think that
we have to give the best image of Islam what President Bouteflika did for
Algeria. As you know my country suffered the most difficult phase during yen
years but with coordinated policies and with justice and with politics of
President Bouteflika now in Algeria concord is there between all people of
Algeria, resulting in stability and development there. So, that is needed in
our countries and I think that my brother Mr. Mushahid Hussain Sayed is
here, who is promoting the concept of enlightened moderation in OIC through
the Commission of Eminent Persons. I think the recommendations of this
Commission are appreciated. Thank you.

Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmed: I think we can suggest two things; one
is setting up of an Area Studies centre for African studies at the Quaid-i-
Azam University. The other, which is your field, is to have more cooperation
between African and Pakistani journalists, newspapers and media. We should
give them any information direct and not through CNN.
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Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: It is a very good suggestion because
frankly speaking we meet journalists from all over but rarely from Africa.
About the study centre, there is already one. They call it North American
and African Studies and today we have invited one lady who is heading it,
this is Dr. Rukhsana Siddiqui, she has been involved in Africa. I think we will
have to take the bull by the horns and in 2006 Insha Allah, there will be a
voyage of discovery to Africa by the Senate Foreign Relations Committee.
This Committee report would be a good beginning. Yes, Ambassador from
Eritrea.

Ambassador of Eritrea: Thank you my colleagues. I just want to add a
few words. First of all, I would like to thank Senator Mushahid Hussain for
organizing this forum for the African Group. The very important thing I would
like to underline is importance of the continuity of such meetings and on our
side we suggest to meet the Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs
every year before celebrating Africa Day on the 25th of May. In this meeting
we will asses what we achieved last year and what we did not besides we
can identify and put forward new ideas and proposals to be implemented in
the coming year. So, if you allow me Senator, I would say to the Senate
Standing Committee to take these recommendations in consideration. The
second thing I would like to confirm is that we will prepare as you mentioned
one or two articles about Pakistan-African relations to be published in Pakistan
Worldview. In these articles we will highlight and emphasize our views and
recommendations. Once those articles are published then Insha Allah next
year, when we meet again there will be a lot to talk about.

Once again and on behalf of my colleagues here, I would like to assure
you Senator that as African Group we will be very cooperative, open and
transparent with the Senate Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs. I assure
you also that we are committed to what we are saying and suggesting today
so that we work together to strengthen the relations between Africa and
Pakistan.

On the 7th of July, we have a reception in the Serena Hotel to celebrate
the Africa Day. On behalf of my colleagues, I invite you all to participate in
this function for which we will send you invitation cards. Thank you very
much. Let me now say some words in Arabic to Senator Sami-ul-Haq. (Speaks
in Arabic)

Senator Gulshan Saeed: When we met your President he told us that
Eritrea is hiring some teachers and experts in Information Technology from
Pakistan. Is there any progress or success in that field?
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Ambassador of Eritrea: Yes, we have started; we already have some
Pakistani experts in Eritrea in the College of Marine Science and Technology.
Also the Ministry of Commerce is organizing a trade fair in Eritrea this year.

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: I would like to add that those of us,
who will be here, will be turning up at your reception on 7th of July Insha Allah.
We will prepare a special report of the Foreign Relations Committee covering
this afternoon's interaction, between the Ambassadors and our honourable
members and this report will be out in August and we will do a joint launch
of that in a good hotel. There shall be speeches and it will be a good exercise
in public relations, which will have a tremendous impact. In the end, I would
like to introduce here a friend and colleague, who is Senior Vice President
of Pakistan Muslim League. He is General (Retd.) Abdul Majeed Malik, a
democratic General, because he has won every election he contested. He
joined politics after retirement from the military and had he not been
superseded by General Zia-ul-Haq, may be the history of Pakistan would be
different because he says that he would not have done the coup or hanged
Bhutto. He was Ambassador to Morocco. So, he has an African connection
and he speaks fluent French also. I specially invited him because there is a
linkage with Africa as you can see. So Ambassadors and friends we can all
go up for lunch. Thank you.

 (IFTIKHARULLAH BABAR) (MUSHAHID HUSSAIN SAYED)
   Secretary Committee          Chairman Committee
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Africa - Pakistan Relations

In the context of Africa Day, this year, the Heads of African Diplomatic
Missions in Islamabad had organized various activities and interactive sessions
with Pakistani stakeholders to exchange views on how to further and
consolidate the overall relations between Africa and Pakistan.

We do bask into the comfort that our countries have  deep- rooted
relationship and Pakistan has been a very active proponent of Africa
decolonization.

However, today we want to chart a path for solidarity and
interdependence between African Countries and Pakistan. This solidarity
interdependence is all the more necessary and important in the present age
of globalization. Some people believe that globalization will bring prosperity
and wealth to the countries of the Third World but so far such kind of rosy
predictions have proven short of expectations. On the contrary, the risk and
threats to the independence, sovereignty and well being of the Third World
countries have grown alarmingly. Consequently, solidarity in all fields among
the Third World countries, to which Pakistan and African countries belong,
is the only sure answer and effective weapon to face these risks and threats.

We should work together so that globalization would not become a
new colonialism in disguise. In this historic endeavor we must develop a
common mechanism of self-help and mutual dependence, be they economic
or political.

Indeed, we are justified in protecting our independence, our culture
and civilization for we are all proud of our respective historic heritages.
Nonetheless, we must not lose sight of the fact that we have to fight another
battle no less important; namely, the battle of modernization. This necessitates
a common vision as to the road to be taken and the destination to be reached.

This vision has been elaborated in the Declaration on the New Asian
African Strategic Partnership signed in Bandung on April 24, 2005. In this
document, that rededicates our adherence and commitment once more to
the Bandung spirit of 1955, emphasis is put on continent –wide inter-regional
cooperation between Asia and Africa. Furthermore, it is stated that cooperation
between sub-regional organizations, through sharing experiences could
propel growth and sustainable development. In the same token, the document
has acknowledged the importance of complementing and building upon
existing initiatives that link the two countries, inter alia, Tokyo International
Conference on African Development, China-Africa Cooperation Forum, India-
Africa Cooperation, Indonesia-Brunei Darussalam sponsored by Non-Aligned
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Movement Centre for South-South Technical Cooperation, Vietnam-Africa
Forum etc. The above forums provide an effective and strong institutional
framework for future cooperation between Africa and Pakistan. In this respect,
it is recalled that Pakistan has initiated a special Technical Assistance Program
for Africa back in 1986. More than 1500 participants from 47 African countries
have benefits from this program in various fields such as, to name only few,
Civil Aviation, rural development, public administration and Foreign Service.
For example, the Pakistan Foreign Service Academy has provided training
to 385 African Diplomats since 1986. On the other hand there are 14 joint
Ministerial Commissions between Pakistan and some African countries that
work to enhance cooperation in political, economic and cultural fields.

Nowhere is there an example of African and Pakistan solidarity more than
in the field of Peacekeeping operations in Africa. To illustrate the importance
attached by the Pakistan Government in this respect, suffice it to say, that
out of 9880 Pakistani officers and soldiers engaged in peacekeeping operation
around the world, 9432 of this overall force of peace and security are working
in various parts of Africa. They form part of a total international force of
47908 peacekeepers, namely:

1. United Nations Mission for the Referendum in Western Sahara
(MINURSO) – 7 Military observers out of 232.

2. United Nations Mission in the Democratic Republic of Congo (MONUC)
-3735 troops and 25 military observers out of 16163.

3. United Nations Operations in Brundi (UNOB) -1195 troops and 5
Military Observers out of a total of 5469.

4. United Nations Operation in the Ivory Coast -374 troops and 10 Military
Observers out of 5469.

5. United Nations Mission in Sierra Leone (UNASMSIL) -1271 troop and
2 civilian policemen out of 3450- strong force.

6. United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) - 2750 troops, 16 military
observers and 24 civilian policemen out of 15880.

7. United Nations Mission in Sudan – A ten observers  out of 458.

 The Heads of the African Diplomatic Missions in Islamabad would like
to thank the Pakistani Government and people for their strong commitment
to peace and security in Africa. Such a commitment has been demonstrated
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in the pattern of Pakistan voting in the UN when African questions are brought
to vote.

Turning to trade relations between our two sides, the monthly bulletin
of the Federal Bureau of Statistic dated August 2004; the volume of trade
among African countries and Pakistan reached $990 million in the year
2003/2004. In this year, Pakistan exported goods worth of $520 Million and
African exports to Pakistan reached $470 million, that is a surplus in favor of
Pakistan. We trust that there is room for a substantial increase in the volume
of trade provided there will be a regular exchange of visits among the Africa
and Pakistani businessmen, participation in fairs and exhibitions, direct air and
maritime services between Pakistan and Africa. Worth mentioning there are
14 Joint Ministerial Commissions between African Countries and Pakistan.
Undoubtedly these agreements will contribute a lot to develop trade relations
between Africa and Pakistan.

In this connection, we call upon the Pakistani Government and business
community to explore ways and means of enhancing relations between Pakistan
on the one hand and the three major regional economic groups in Africa,
namely, COMESA, SADEC and both the Southern and Western economic
organizations. It is therefore imperative that Pakistan and African countries
explore ways and means of enhancing their trade.

Thus, to rapidly promote trade and get strong relations between Pakistan
and Africa, we should encourage the following:-

• In addition to the 14 Ministerial Commissions currently in existence
between Pakistan and African countries, ways should be explored to
increase this number.

• Considering the fact that many Ministerial Commissions have been
inactive, it is recommended herewith, that appropriate bodies be created
to resuscitate those inactive once. They should work out beneficial
programmes of activity and set targets for them to achieve.

• Regular exchange of visits among Africa and Pakistani exhibitions and
seminars on trade promotion should be encouraged. This will facilitate
identification of areas where mutual trade and investments are feasible.

• Similarly, exchange of visits of the top executive functionaries usually
has tremendous impact in cementing relations. Such visits are usually
followed by beneficial fallouts by way of useful discussions, signing of
agreements and MoUs which facilitate trade, and enhance diplomatic
understanding.
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• There are also benefits to derive from exchange of visits by members of
parliament. Apart from the exposure it offers them, it also gives them
first hand experience on the various shades of the people’s life. By
interacting with their counterparts from other countries, legislators come
to appreciate the needs of other countries and how legislation could be
used to improve relations.

• Pakistan has recorded significant achievement in the fields of science and
technology, information technology, telecommunications, agriculture and
agro-allied industries. In any of the above fields, Pakistani experience
shared with African countries will be very invaluable. This is particularly
the case in matters concerning bio-technology, alternative energy source
and above all water management and irrigation being domains where
Pakistan has made great strides.

• The role of the press in promoting trade and investment and other forms
of interaction between Pakistan and Africa cannot be overemphasized.
Effective use should be made of media adverts as a way of bringing
available opportunities to the awareness of the business communities.

African - Pakistani relations stand today on solid grounds in a rapidly
changing world. We must stand together to protect our interests and above all
our independence, sovereignty and identities fully aware that the future calls
upon us to modernize our societies so that they become more democratic, corrupt
free, more transparent and more respectful of human rights and the rule of law.
Both Africa and Pakistan are seriously engaged in this lofty endeavor and muster
enough political will to adopt policies and programs that would make this in the
not so far distant future.

We need to muster the will and conjugate our efforts to push for a quantum
change in our traditional relationship. The avenues are available. We should be
able to explore and exploit them to the mutual benefits of our peoples.

The Heads of the African Diplomatic Missions
Islamabad - Pakistan
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Fortifying Pakistan-Africa Relations
Professor Rukhsana A. Siddiqui

This article is divided into two sections: a general section which deals
with Pakistan’s relations with Africa presently. The second section describes
the status of African Studies in Pakistan and how it can strengthen ties between
and the continent of Africa and this country.

Pakistan-Africa Relations:

Pakistan has fairly robust relations with most of Africa. It greatly values
these relations and is committed to stronger ties with the African continent at
large. Pakistan’s relations with many African countries date back to their
respective independence movements. Pakistan has supported both morally,
materially, and on the diplomatic level countries such as Algeria, Kenya, Sudan,
Zimbabwe, South Africa, Tanzania, Namibia, Morocco, Libya, Egypt, Nigeria
and others.  Pakistan has established resident missions in 13 African countries
while others are covered through concurrent accreditation. Some of the Africa-
specific efforts that can be cited as examples of strengthening Pakistan’s ties
with the continent are cited below.

A recent visit by President Pervez Musharraf to Algeria includes efforts
to enhance cultural, trade, industrial, social and economic ties between the
two countries. During this visit the Algerian President asked President Musharraf
to facilitate a solution of the issue of the Western Sahara.

In 2003 the Eritrean government opened a resident Mission in Islamabad
to strengthen ties between the two nations.

Kenya and Pakistan share strong ties for many years. There have been
various protocols signed on the advancement of Information Technology,
educational and cultural exchanges and trade. The ties between the two
countries are further strengthened by the fact that many Kenyans of Pakistani
extraction live in Kenya who act as a cultural bridge between the two countries.

Libya is another country which enjoys trade, diplomatic and cultural
ties with Pakistan. In 2003 top Pakistani businessmen attended the “Tripoli
International Fair” which evinced great interest in Pakistani products like carpets,
leather goods, onyx, textiles and furniture.

Bilateral trade with Mauritius is rapidly improving. The Asian Diaspora
in Mauritius has become a strong source of fraternal ties between the two
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countries. It is now quite popular among the Pakistani television channels to
shoot their films and serials in beautiful Mauritius. There is much interest in
Pakistani tourists for Mauritius.

Tanzania has a large Pakistani-descent population but unfortunately our
High Commission is no longer operative in Dar-es-Salaam. There exists a genuine
need to expand trade, cultural, educational, economic and diplomatic ties with
this country. Tanzania was once a formidable front-line state against apartheid.
Who can forget the illustrious leadership of the late Mwalimu Julius K. Nyerere
in the non-aligned movement and his contribution to the liberation struggle of
Namibia and South Africa? He also made self-reliance a clarion call for Third
World countries and brought a civic culture to Tanzania which left an enviable
legacy of tolerance in a pluralistic society. Despite its 61 tribes Tanzania stands
out as a shining example of an African country with almost no ethnic strife not
to mention the highest rate of literacy in East Africa.

In July 2003 King Mohammad VI of the Kingdom of Morocco conferred
upon the President of Pakistan, General Pervez Musharraf the highest civil award:
“The Order of Wissam Al Mohammadi.”  Both countries agreed to expand
cooperation in the fields of environment, science and technology, and finding
solutions for important international issues like Kashmir, Western Sahara, Indo-
Pakistan relations and conflict in the Middle East.

Nigeria has enjoyed fraternal relations in trade, culture, education,
medicine, technology and military exchanges.

Pakistan always vehemently opposed apartheid. Pakistan rejoiced at the
freedom of the Republic of South Africa along with the rest of the world.
Madiba Nelson R. Mandela paid a state visit to Pakistan in 1993. His visit was a
very emotional experience for the Pakistani people. Even today Pakistanis
appreciate Mr. Mandela’s official statements condemning the war in Afghanistan
and Iraq. The people of Pakistan esteem him as one of the most revered world
statesman.

The most interesting dimension that has emerged in the relations between
Pakistan and South Africa is “cricket diplomacy.”  Children in remote parts of this
country are familiar with the names of the South African cricket team members.

Another source of enhanced ties between the two countries is the emerging
cooperation in the field of wildlife conservation. South African wildlife
conservationists, biologists and wardens from Kruger National Park are involved
in conserving Pakistani wetlands, building game reserves, national parks, protecting
wildlife and biodiversity in the Northern areas of this country.
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It must be mentioned here that Pakistan has the singular honor of
being the highest contributor to the “blue berets” or the UN peacekeeping
forces in Africa. Pakistani blue berets have been serving in Rwanda, Burundi,
Liberia and the Democratic Republic of Congo.

In addition to the above, over the last 20 years, 47 African countries
have sent 1500 students to study under Pakistan’s Special Training for Africa
Program (STAP).

African Studies in Pan-African Institutional Framework
In the 1970s at least 6 Area Studies Centers were established by the

University Grants Commission now called the Higher Education Commission
(HEC) all over Pakistan. Quaid-i-Azam University (QAU) houses the Area
Study Centre for Africa, North and South America. The Director of this Center
at the time in a correspondence with the UGC on May 23, 1984 requested
the UGC to take away Africa as it was impossible to run three continents by
one Center.  UGC declined the request.

As of today, the Center library has less than 60 books on Africa. The
Center does not publish on Africa unless it is "U.S. related.”  There are no
courses being taught on Africa in the Center. There are two optional courses
offered on African Politics at the Department of International Relations at
QAU. The QAU library holdings have perhaps 40 books and 2 journals on
Africa. The Institute of Modern Language does not offer any African language
courses.

Needless to mention that Pakistan shares with Africa many cultural,
political and religious leaders. Islam in Africa has served as an historical anti-
imperialist force. Africa has produced countless figures who are shared heroes
of the Third World in general. To name a few would be Nelson Mandela, Julius
Nyerere, Joe Slovo, Ruth First, Bram Fisher, Chris Hani, Desmond Tutu, Walter
Sisulu, Jomo Kenyatta, Kwameh Nkrumah, Frantz Fanon, Aime’ Cesaire,
Leopold Senghor,  Amilcar Cabral, Patrice Lumumba, Samora Machel, Nndabi
Azikwe, Ken Saro-Wiwa, Chinua Achebe, N’gugi Wa Thiongo Mahdi-al-Sudani,
Omar Mukhtar of Cyrenacia, Ahmed-ben-Bella, Houari Boumeddiene and
Gemal Abdel Nasser.

South Africa alone, the beautiful rainbow country has produced 6
Nobel laureates. The most recent being the illustrious novelist J. M. Cooetze.
Who can forget the stupendous contribution to solving environmental issues
by Mama Wangari Maathai of Kenya who received the Nobel Prize for this
year. To be mentioned here is yet another Nobel laureate, another son of
Africa, Wole Soyinka of Nigeria.
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Any talk of South-South solidarity without Africa is absurd because Africa's
contribution to liberation struggles, truth and reconciliation, non-aligned movement,
Third World literature, art, poetry and music is truly staggering.

Pakistan must shed its apathy in the field of African Studies. To shake us
out of this indifference the following suggestions are offered:

Suggestions:
1. Twenty years is a long time to keep Africa Studies in the freezer. HEC and

Area Study Centre for Africa, North and South America could perhaps
expedite the de-frosting of Africa Studies in Pakistani universities so that
teaching, publishing and research on this continent could flourish.

2. Courses on Africa should be offered in all Pakistani universities and training
institutes.  Afro-Asian studies and Third World Studies should be encouraged.

3. The Institute of Modern Languages could initiate instruction in African
languages.

4. There are ample funds for Technical Assistance to Africa Programme in
M.F.A and E.A.D. It could be requested from both Ministries that some
funds ought to be earmarked for academic research and scholastic
improvement in the field.

5. Inter-departmental co-operation between HEC, Area Studies Centers and
MFA’s Africa Desk and Africans themselves would prove fruitful.

6. Linkage programmes with African Universities could promote faculty
student exchange as well as improve understanding of each other.

7. HEC could encourage grants and funding for attending Africa-related
conferences and research fellowships.

8. Joint publishing in the field of African studies with both western, African
as well as  Pakistani publishers should be encouraged.

9. Pakistani libraries ought to be encouraged to subscribe to African Studies
journals published all over the world.

46
Pak - Africa Relations

SENATE OF PAKISTAN
FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE



Conclusion:
It is appropriate to conclude this article with a poem entitled “Come

Africa” written by the most illustrious revolutionary Pakistani poet, the world
renowned Faiz Ahmad Faiz:

Come, Africa! Come, I have heard the ecstasy of your drum,
Come, the beating of my blood has become mad
Come, Africa! Come, I have lifted my forehead from the dust
Come, I have scrapped from my eyes the skin of grief
Come, I have released my arm from pain
Come, I have clawed through the snare of helplessness
Come Africa.

         (Faiz’s poems English translation by Victor Kiernan:1971)

About the Author:
Dr. Rukhsana A. Siddiqui is a Professor of International Relations
at Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad. She holds a doctorate
from the University of Pennsylvania. She did her postdoctoral
work as a Fulbright Scholar at Yale University. She is based as
Summer Visiting Scholar at the Yale Center for International
and Area Studies every summer since 1999.  She has held
research and teaching positions at the University of Dar-es-
Salaam-Tanzania;  Bilkent University, Ankara-Turkey; University
of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg-South Africa;  and University
of Oslo-Norway.  She has published extensively and
internationally on Sub-Saharan Africa.
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PROFILES

Chairman & Members of
Senate Foreign Relations Committee





Mushahid Hussain Sayed is currently a Senator and Chairman, Foreign Relations
Committee of the Senate. He is also Secretary General of the ruling party, Pakistan
Muslim League. He has been a Cabinet Minister, Journalist university teacher and
political analyst. As Information Minister from 1997 to 1999, Mushahid Hussain was
the country's principal spokesman and appeared frequently on international television
and radio channels to present Pakistan's position on issues ranging from nuclear weapons
to Islam and foreign policy. He was also Leader of Pakistan's Delegation to the UN
Human Rights Commission at Geneva in 1993. Amnesty International declared him a
'Prisoner of Conscience' making him the first such Pakistani to be honoured for the year
2000 when he was in detention.

Mushahid Hussain has a Master's degree from the School of Foreign Services
in Georgetown University at Washington. While studying in the US, he was President
of the Pakistan Students Association and was awarded a Congressional Internship to
work in the United States Congress. In Pakistan, he studied at the Forman Christian
College in Lahore, from where he received a BA. After completion of studies in the
United States, he returned to Pakistan and became Member, Directing Staff of the
country's prestigious training institution for civil servants, the Pakistan Administrative
Staff College. He then joined Pakistan's oldest seat of learning, the Punjab University,
as Lecturer on International Relations in the Political Science Department from where
he along with three other teachers was removed on political grounds during Martial
Law. In 1982, at age 29, he became the youngest Editor of national English daily, 'The
Muslim', published from capital Islamabad, which was respected for its independent
positions.

As a specialist on international political and strategic issues, he has lectured
widely and his articles have been published in various national and international
publications including The New York Times, The Washington Post International Herald
Tribune, and Middle East International. He has authored three books.

Membership of Senate Committees:
• Committee on Foreign Relations,  (Chairman)

Kashmir Affairs and Northern Areas
• Committee on Defence and Defence Production
• Committee on Narcotics Control
• Parliamentary Committee on Kashmir.
• Joint Parliamentary Committee on Balochistan.
• Functional Committee on Government Assurances
• Functional Committee on Human Rights

Contact Information:
Tele (Of f.): 051-2828073, 9223974, 111-00-1947
Tele (Res.): 051-9206531  Tele (Mob.): 0300- 500 6056
Fax (Off.): 051-2827870
Email: mushahid.hussain@gmail.com
Address: 175, Street 15, E-7, Islamabad

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
(PML - Islamabad Federal Capital)

Chairman
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Mr. Wasim Sajjad was born on 30th March, 1941.  He went to Oxford as a
Rhodes Scholar in 1964 from where he obtained the Degrees of M.A. (Jurisprudence)
and B.C.L.   He is a Barrister-at-Law from the Inner Temple London and an Honorary
Fellow of Wadham College, Oxford.

He has a highly distinguished career in politics and public service and has
held the office of :-

President of Pakistan (July to November, 1993 and December, 1997 to
January, 1998).

Chairman Senate of Pakistan (24th December, 1988 to 12th October,
1999).  Elected in 1988 and re-elected in 1991, 1994 and 1997.

Federal Minister for Law, Justice & Parliamentary Affairs (September,
1986 to December 1988).  Has also held the portfolio of the Federal Minister
for Interior & Narcotics Control.

Leader of the Opposition in the Senate of Pakistan, 1988.
Elected as Senator from Punjab on a technocrat seat in 1985. Re-elected
in 1991, 1994, 1997 and 2003.  Presently he is the Leader of the House
in the Senate of Pakistan and is a Member of the Pakistan Muslim League.

A Lawyer by profession, he is presently heading his own law firm (Sajjad
Law Associates) having its Head Office in Islamabad.

He is the President of the Foundation for Advancement of Science &
Technology and Chancellor of the National University of Computer
and Emerging Sciences.

He has travelled extensively and visited over fifty countries. He is married
and has three children.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-922 3503, 922 3504
Tele (Res): 051- 224 0903
Mobile:  0333- 575 3205
Fax:  051-922 3505(Off.) 224 3856(Res.)
Address: H. No.12-A, P&V Scheme No.2, Park Road,

  Chak Shahzad, Islamabd.

Senator Wasim Sajjad
(PML - Islamabad Federal Capital)
Member
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Mian Khursheed Mahmud Kasuri
Federal Minister for Foreign Affairs

Ex-Officio Member

Mian Khursheed Mahmud Kasuri is a member of the National Assembly from NA-140
Kasur III constituency. He is currently Foreign Minister of Pakistan. Mian Khursheed
Mahmud Kasuri graduated with a B.A (Hons.) degree from University of the Punjab
in 1961, followed by a tripos degree from Cambridge University and qualified as
Barrister-at-Law at Gray's Inn London. During his political career, Mian Khursheed
Mahmud Kasuri was elected as First Secretary General of Peoples Democratic Alliance
and was appointed Federal Minister for Parliamentary Affairs in the interim government
of Prime Minister Mir Balakh Sher Mazari.

Mr. Kasuri is an ex-officio member of the Senate Committee on Foreign Relations.

Contact Information
Tele (Off): 051-9210335, 9203824
Tele (Res): 051-9222227-8
Fax (Off): 051-9207600
Email: foreignkana@hotmail.com
Address (Off):
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Constitution Avenue, Islamabad.
Address (Res):
House No. 13-A, Street No. 8, F-7/3, Islamabad.

Senator Muhammad Ali Durrani
(PML -  Punjab)

Member

Senator Muhammad Ali Durrani, Special Assitant to Prime Minister, is a leading political
activist and grass roots organizer of his party who founded the youth movement
“Pasban”. He was Secretary General of the National Alliance, a coalition partner of
the ruling party. He is also the President of the Wise Education Society and Women
Welfare Society. He is the Founder of the Institute of Afghan Affairs (1985) and
Education for All (EFA). He has launched campaigns for the Kashmir cause, free
employment (1997), Shaukat Khanum Memorial Trust Hospital, collective marriage
ceremony, true freedom (2000), and for relief on foreign debt (2001). He played a
leading role in the establishment of IJI (1988), Millat Party, National Alliance and the
Grand National Alliance. Senator Durrani has visited Europe, Asia and Africa and is
married with three sons and a daughter.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9201687, 9008565
Tele (Res): 042-5885593, 042-9230082, 051-9202895
Mobile: 0333-5196662, 0300-8453883
Email: durrani@interface.net.pk
Address 1 : Islamabad: 09-H Parliament Lodges
Address 2: Lahore: H.82-B Garden Block, Garden Town
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Senator S. M. Zafar
(PML - Punjab)
Member

Senator S. M. Zafar is a prominent lawyer and former Federal Minister for Law and
Parliamentary Affairs, Pakistan. He is involved with various aworks and is Chairman
of the Pakistan Institute of Legislative Development and Transparency - PILDAT's
Board of Advisors, Chairman of the Human Rights Society of Pakistan as well as of
the Senate Committee on Human Rights. He was President of the High Court Bar
Association Lahore (1975) and President of the Supreme Court Bar Association (1979).
He is also Chairman of the Cultural Association of Pakistan. Senator Zafar has visited
the US, Canada, UK, France and Germany. He enjoys farming and has three sons
and a daughter.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9223969
Tele (Res): 051-9223825
Tele (Off): 042-7570257, 042-7570258
Tele (Res): 042-5420828, 042-5421668
Mobile: 0300-8455377
Fax: 042-7570256, 042-5715483
Email: mnz@nexlinx.net.pk
Address: Zafar House, 300 West Canal Bank, Hanjarwal, Lahore

Senator Prof. Khurshid Ahmad
(MMA - NWFP)
Member

A world renowned research scholar, an educationist, an economist, a versatile writer
and a preacher of Islam, Prof. Khurshid Ahmad was born on March 23, 1932 at Delhi,
India. He holds a Bachelors degree in Law and Jurisprudence, Masters degrees in
Economics and Islamic Studies and an Honorary Doctorate (Ph.D) in Education. Prof.
Khurshid Ahmad has held the portfolio of the Federal Minister of Planning and
Development and has been Deputy Chairman of the Planning Commission in the
Government of Pakistan from 1978 to 1979. He has written around 30 books in
English, over 20 in Urdu and contributed to a large number of magazines. Senator
Ahmed was elected as member of the Senate in February, 2003, and is a member
of the Senate's Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs, Kashmir Affairs and Northern
Affairs. He previously served as member of the Senate from March 1985 till March
1997. During that tenure he was also Chairman of the Senate Standing Committee
on Finance and Economic Affairs from 1991 till March, 1997. He is Vice President
(Naib Ameer) of Jama'at-e-Islami Pakistan and Founder and Chairman of both Institute
of Policy Studies, Islamabad and the Islamic Foundation, Leicestershire, UK.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-2650971-3
Tele (Re): 051-2103137
Mobile: 0300-8542211 Fax: 051-2650704
Email: khurshid@ips.net.pk
Address: Institute of Policy Studies, Block-19, Markaz F-7, Islamabad
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Sardar Mahtab Ahmed Abbasi
(PML-N - NWFP)

Member

Senator Sardar Mahtab Ahmed Abbasi is former Chief Minister of the NWFP and a
Federal Minister. He is an experienced politician and one of the prominent leaders
of the PML-N.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-2211122
Tele (Res): 0992-382323
Mobile: 0300-8548638, 0300-5006061
Fax: 051-2876405
Email: sardarmahtab@hotmail.com
Address: Pines Cliff Mirpur Abbotabad

Senator Maulana Sami-ul-Haq
(MMA - NWFP)

Member

Senator Sami-ul-Haq completed education from Jamia Darul Uloom Haqqania Akora
Khattak, and received a degree in Tafseer from spiritual leader Maulana Ahmad Ali
Lahori. He was awarded an honorary degree from Darululoom Deoband India and
Jamia Makka Muazzama, serving as Chancellor and Teacher of Hadith. Senator Maulana
Sami-ul-Haq is a central leader of MMA and runs Dar ul Uloom Haqqania, a religious
seminary at Akora Khattak, NWFP. He is also the Chairman of the Senate Committee
on Religious Affairs and Minorities Affairs, and has been serving in the Senate of
Pakistan since 1985. Senator Sami-ul-Haq is the Secretary General of the JUI-S, and
Senior Vice President of the Islamic Democratic Alliance. He is Founder and Secretary
General of the National Uniformity council (A common council of all religious political
parties). He is the also the founder of the monthly Jamia Haqqania Al-Haq, and has
authored several religio-political books in Urdu.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9223957
Tele (Res): 051-9222829
Tele (Res): 0923-630340
Mobile: 0333-5196486
Fax: 0923-630922
Email: haqqania@nsr.pol.com.pk, haqqania@hotmail.com
Address: Jamia Darul Uloom Haqania Akora Khatak, Distt. Nowshera, NWFP, Pakistan.
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Senator Babar Khan Ghori
(MQM - Sindh)
Member

Senator Babar Khan Ghori is currently the Minister for Ports and Shipping.. He has
served as Member of the Sindh Assembly from 1993-1996, and as Member National
Assembly from 1997-1999. He has visited the UK, USA, Holland, UAE, Saudi Arabia
and France. Senator Ghori is married with two sons and three daughters.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9210344, 9203244
Mobile: 0300-8420949
Fax: 021-4125466
Email: babarghauri@hotmail.com
Address: C-170, KDA Scheme, 1-A, Karachi, Pakistan

Senator Nisar A. Memon
(PML - Sindh)
Member

Senator Nisar A. Memon is the former Minister for Information and the former Chief
Executive of the IBM Pakistan. He is also Chairman of the Standing Committee on
Defence & Defence Production. He previously served as Federal Minister for Information
and Broadcasting twice (1993 and 2002); as President of the Overseas investors
chamber of Commerce & Industry Pakistan (1994); and as Chairman Board of
Directors, Engro Chemicals Limited, Pakistan (2001-2002). He is a Syndicate member
of Karachi University and President of The Reformers. Senator Memon has visited
Europe, USA, Canada, Middle East, Africa and Central Asia. He is married with two
daughters and enjoys reading and playing Golf.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9223956
Tele (Res): 051-9223853
Mobile: 0300-8222836, 0300-8556632
Fax: 021-5840642
Email: namemon@attglobal.net
Address: 78, Khayaban-e-Sehar, DHA, Phase VI, Karachi
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Sardar Muhammad Latif Khan Khosa
(PPPP - Punjab)

Member

Senator Sardar Muhammad Latif Khan Khosa is one of the country's leading lawyers
who has actively defended constitutional and political cases of his party leadership.
He was President of the High Court Bar Association thrice (1981-82, 1987-88, 1995-
96), Member Pakistan Bar Council since 1995, Chairman Executive Committee P.B.C.
(1995-96), Chairman Appeal Committee Punjab-1 (1996-2000) and Member Tribunal
P.B.C. (1995-2000). He is a Life Member of the High Court Bars of Lahore, Multan
and Rawalpindi. He is also Life Member of the Supreme Court Bar Association, and
Chairman of Khosa Law Chambers. Senator Khosa has visited the USA, Canada,
France, UK, China, Ireland, Dubai and Saudi Arabia. He is married with four sons
and two daughters and enjoys cricket, debating and music.

Contact information:
Tele (Res): 042-7351695
Tele (Mob): 0300-8410477
Fax: 042-7351695
Email: slk@magic.net.pk
Address 1: Lahore: Khosa Law Chamber, No. 1 Turner Road
Address 2: Multan: 2522, Bhawalpur Road
Address 3: Rawalpindi: Flat No.3, 1st Floor, Satellite Plaza,

     Six Road Chowk, Satellite Town

Senator Tariq Azeem Khan
(PML - Punjab)

Member

State Minister for Labour, Manpower Overseas Pakistanis, Senator Tariq Azeem Khan
has had considerable experience in Management and Business while living in the UK.
He was the Minister for Press and Information at the Pakistan High Commission in
London. He is also Information Secretary of the PML-Q. Senator Khan is a regular
contributor to television and radio programmes and has authored several articles on
political affairs. He has been a member of various delegations to international
conferences on issues related to human rights and economic emigration.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9208187
Tele (Res): 051-2652100
Mobile: 0300-8552457
Fax: 051-4440168
Email: tak@apollo.net.pk
Address: 48-Nazimuddin Road F-8/4, Islamabad
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Senator Gulshan Saeed
(PML - Punjab)

Member

Senator Gulshan Saeed, Chairperson, Senate Standing Committee on Ports and
Shipping, is a long-standing political activist and she runs an NGO called Roshan
Pakistan. She was a member of the Punjab Social Welfare Board from 1998-2002.
She has visited the UK, Thailand, Saudi Arabia, France, Holland and USA.
Senator Gulshan Saeed is married with two sons and two daughters.

She is currently the Vice President of the Women's Wing of Pakistan Muslim League,
and member of its General Council. She has held assignments of Punjab Social Welfare
Board, Bait-ul-Mal Punjab and Chairman Zakat Committee Lahore.

Contact information:
Tele (Off): 051-9207477, 9223818
Tele (Res): 042-6664652, 042-6650482
Mobile: 0300-8420783
Address: 77, Bridge Colony, Lahore, Cantt.
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Profiles of Committee Officials





Mr. Babar, the Secretary of the Committee, holds the position
of the Additional Secretary of Pakistan Senate, which he joined in
1991. With Masters degree in Economics and another in Development
Studies from the Hague, Mr. Babar has held senior positions during
his 25-year career in different departments of Government of Pakistan.
He has accompanied parliamentary delegations to a number of countries
and written extensively on the parliamentary procedures, committee
system and jurisdiction.

Contact Information
Tele (Off): 051-9209790
Tele (Res): 051-9266966
Mobile:0333-5107274
Email:
Address: Senate Secretariat, Parliament House, Islamabad.

Mr. Tayyab Siddiqui joined the Foreign Service of Pakistan in
1967 and  served as Ambassador of Pakistan to Zimbabwe (1986-
1990), with concurrent accreditation to Zambia, Botswana and Namibia;
to Indonesia (1992-1996), with concurrent accreditation to Papua
New Guinea; to Egypt (1997-1999); and to Switzerland (1999-2003),
and also to the Holy See and Liechtenstein.

In a 35 - year career as a diplomat, he also served in Pakistan
missions in Amman, Beirut, Colombo, Berlin (GDR), Athens, Dhaka
and Washington D.C. He was a member of Pakistan delegation to the
UNGA for four years (1977-1980).

Ambassador Siddiqui is currently a regular analyst on
international affairs with Radio Pakistan and PTV and other private
channels. He is a regular contributor to English dailies  - 'Dawn', 'The
News' and 'The Post' on current international issues. He also contributes
a regular column entitled “Harf-e-Haq” to the Urdu daily, ‘ Ausaf’. The
selection of his columns was published in March, 2005.

Contact Information
Mobile: 0300-5005358
Tele (Res): 051-2852286
Address: House 13, St. # 43, F-8/1, Islamabad.

Mr. Iftikhar Ullah Babar
Secretary Committee

Mr. Tayyab Siddiqui
Consultant

Ambassador (R)
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The Hanns Seidel Foundation (HSF) is a non-profit organization
established in 1967 with its headquarters in Munich. Its activities,
financed by the Federal Republic of Germany, by the Free State
of Bavaria, and by private donations are organized through four
main departments, the Academy for Politics and Current Affairs,
the Institute for Adult Civic Education, the Scholarship organization
and the Institute for International Contact and Cooperation.

In accordance with the overall mission statement of the HSF, the
Institute for International Contact and Cooperation is working in
the service of peace, Democracy and Development with projects
in currently 60 countries of Asia, Africa, Latin America and Eastern
Europe. In Pakistan the HSF has established and supported
Technical Training Centers in the province of Balochistan from
1983 to 1999. Since 1993, when an office of the HSF was opened
in Islamabad, its activities have included technical support and
staff training for the Secretariats of both houses of the Parliament
and cooperation with a number of Institutes, Think Tanks and
University Departments, all of which are doing research mainly
on issues of current international and regional politics. HSF has
assisted in the organization of hundreds of public seminars with
its partners in Pakistan, as well as non-public dialogue forums on
foreign policy and security matters with experts from  neighbouring
and European countries.

The HSF is pleased to be associated with the production of Report
No.8 titled “Pak - Africa Relations” under the auspices of Senate
Foreign Relations Committee.

Hanns Seidel Foundation
House 2, Margalla Road, F-6/3, Islamabad.
Tel: (051) 227-5568/69, Fax: (051) 227-5569
E-mail: hss@isb.paknet.com.pk

About the Hanns Seidel Foundation
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FOREIGN  RELATIONS  COMMITTEE
Brief of the Reports published by the

REPORT NO. 1:
Deals with the visit of the members of British House Commons Foreign Affairs Committee, to Islamabad in May 2004.
The major issue was ìto discuss matters of mutual interest, particularly the global AAand regional scenario in the
aftermath of 9/11 incidentî.

The Report covers the proceedings of the meeting and explains the viewpoint of the two countries.

REPORT NO. 2:
Relates to the meeting held on May 28, 2004 on the subject of General Elections in India, its impact on Pakistan
and their regional implications. Recognized experts on South Asia were invited to present their assessment and
perspective; including former Foreign Minister Abdul Sattar and Foreign Secretary Riaz Khokhar.

REPORT NO. 3:
 Is a well-documented treatise on the post 9/11 issue of terrorism and “Enlightened Moderation” advocated by
President Musharraf.

The US point of view, both official and nonofficial, is also reflected in the articles and statements by renowned US
experts to provide a broader view of the problem, as also divergent perspectives from Pakistan.

REPORT NO. 4:
The report is a unique document as it contains the eye-witness account of the visit of Pakistani journalists, to Occupied
Indian Kashmir  the first ever by any Pakistani in last 57 years.

REPORT NO. 5:
It is an account of the visit of Foreign Relations Committee to Europe, in particular, Belgium, Germany and the UK.
The Report covers meetings with counterparts in these countries and interaction with the resident Pakistan community
in the continent.

REPORT NO. 6:
The Report entitled “ Pakistan and the OIC” records the developments of Organization of Islamic Conference since
its birth in 1969 and is a record of last 35 years of OIC ˇ

REPORT NO. 7:
“Report of the Parliamentary Committee on Balochistan” is the first authoritiative and detailed account of problems
facing Balochistan and the proposals to overcome them, as reflected in the recommendations of the Parliamentary
Committee on Balochistan estabished by Chaudhry Shujat Hussain, then Prime Minister of Pakistan.
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