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PREFACE 
 

It gives me immense pleasure to present 1st report of the Senate Standing 

Committee on Communications & Postal Services. Since its constitution in June, 

2012, the Committee has so far held 30 meetings and deliberated upon various 

matters of public importance relating to the Ministries of Communications and 

Postal Services Divisions.  

 
  I am grateful to my colleague Senators who are honourable Members of 

this Committee for their cooperation, active participation in the meetings, 

deliberations, and sharing their ideas and views in highlighting and resolving 

various issues relating to the said Ministry/Division. I must acknowledge their 

wisdom and caliber because of which the Committee has been able to play its 

supervisory and effective role through recommendations for bringing 

improvement in the areas where need arose.  

 
  I appreciate wholehearted services of Mr. Ghulam Murtaza, Secretary 

Committee, my personal staff and all others, for providing assistance in the 

holding of the Committee meetings in an amicable manner. My P.S. 

Mr.Sanaullah Khan also deserves admiration for his valuable contribution to 

make this report presentable.  

 
  I am sure circulation of this report as well as future ones will certainly 

prove beneficial to the better understanding of the Committee System of the 

Senate of Pakistan, especially, the working and performance of the Senate 

Standing Committee on Communications and Postal Services. 

 
  It will be unjust if cooperation extended by the Ministry of Communications 

and officials of NHA, Motorways Police and Postal Services to implement the 

recommendations forwarded by the Committee for strict compliance is not given 

space here. It is also hoped that the Ministry concerned will act upon the 

directions of the Committee with sincerity to overcome the shortcomings and 

loopholes in the best interest of the public in future also.  

 
  

(SENATOR MUHAMMAD DAUD KHAN ACHAKZAI) 
Chairman Committee  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The committees are the pivotal part of modern parliamentary system; their 
mandate is comprised of investigating, scrutinizing and overseeing the affairs 
and cases of concerned ministries and divisions. Furthermore, the committees 
develop mechanism for the legislation process.   

The Senate Standing Committee for Communication and Postal Services 
is presently headed by the Honorable Senator Mr. Muhammad Daud Khan 
Achakzai Advocate, according to Schedule 1, Rule 3(1) deals with issues relating 
to the Ministry of Communication. The domain of the business of the ministry 
includes National planning, research and international aspects of roads, roads 
transport, National highways & strategic roads, including administration of the 
National Highway Council & Authority, Central Road Fund & Fund for Roads of 
National Importance, Mechanically propelled vehicles through the Transport 
Advisory Council & Urban Road Transport Corporation and National Highway & 
Motorway Police (NH & MP). The Ministry of the Communication is one of the 
oldest ministry which was established on 14th August 1947, which performs 
various functions such as integrating the different areas of the country into the 
national economy by promoting international competitiveness of exports, 
ensuring safe and smooth travel on highways/ motorways; providing an efficient, 
reliable and speedy postal service, researching road engineering, building and 
management and expanding national road networks. Furthermore, the Ministry 
also strives hard to increase the standard of its own operations by prioritizing 
development projects and operational activities according to national needs, 
providing support to the economy, improving project monitoring and 
implementation, enhancing the quality of human resources using incentives and 
discipline.  

The Senate Standing Committee on Communication and Postal Services 
held several meetings during the period June, 2012 to Dec, 2013.  During these 
meetings, the Committee took up various important issues falling under its ambit 
as laid down in Rule 140(2) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business 
in the Senate, 1988 and formulated recommendations.  

It has been seen that despite significant changes in the working 
environment as well as the dynamics of the society, the affairs of the public 
entities are being run by following conventional techniques, which consequently 
maintain the status quo and the powers are being misused for vested interests 
rather than benefiting the public at large. The Committee in such scenario 
focused to perform its supervisory role effectively in order to get rid of such state 
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of affairs and intervened to avoid the misuse of the excessive power which 
ultimately tempts corruption. The Committee observed that there is need to avoid 
abuse of powers which should be properly checked to stop violations and 
negligence visible in the affairs of the institutions and consequently hurts the 
interests of the people. Therefore it is imperative that the State Institutions should 
play their role effectively and positively to establish the rule of law. The 
Committee emphasized on the active role of the relevant ministry within the 
prescribed framework and to develop such mechanism which restricts the loops 
and remove flaws.   

  The Committee observed that there is need to get rid of status quo and 
abuse of powers which should be properly checked to stop violations of laws in 
the public sector organizations in order to depict a positive face of these 
organizations and restore the confidence of the public as the preliminary goal for 
the establishment of these organizations is to serve the masses at all levels.  
There is utmost need that the state institutions should play their role in an 
amicable manner for ensuring the rule of law.   

  The Committee on Communication & Postal Services made endeavors to 
highlight and examine those burning issues which directly affect the general 
public like probe into the alleged mal-practices, financial bungling and undue 
delay in projects of strategic and public welfare nature. It recommended ensuring 
transparency and the betterment in the affairs of these public entities which may 
benefit directly to the public at large.  
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Highlighted below are the Important issues taken up 
Standing Committee on Communications & Postal 
Services and the recommendations by it   
 
National Highway Authority (NHA) 
 
Important Recommendations of the Committee are:- 
• The Committee by its efforts has been able to select the Chairman NHA 

amongst the panel of three officers for which pattern was not being followed 
since long as per requirements for the provision of the National Highway 
Council, which is a great achievement of the Committee.  

• Appointment in NHA on deputation may be made on need basis as well as 
according to fixed quota in the NHA recruitment policy. 

• Departmental promotions in NHA for eligible officers in B-17 to 21 may be 
made without further waste of time to encourage them for rendering their 
services with zeal and dedication. 

• The mechanism of the allocation of the funds through PSDP was deliberated 
upon and recommended for transparent allocation of the funds through 
PSDP, ensuring to provide right share to every province and preference may 
be given to the completion of ongoing projects rather than initiating new 
projects.  

• Proper utilization of PSDP and USAID/ADB/JICA and other donors’ funds.  

• The planning/ feasibilities reports of the projects may be made with the 
objective of the welfare of the peoples. 

• Appreciated the agreement signed on BOT basis for Indus River Service Area 
for taking revenue of 1.5 billion, and advised that similar steps may also be 
taken for revenue generation on M-2 Service Areas. 

• NHA should spend more money on the projects from its own sources, and 
there should be no stoppage of work between left-over works by one 
contractor and to start thereof same by the other contractors on the risk of 
cost of old contractors. 
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• The Committee advised that proper inspection and detail of maintenance 
work may be carried out by the different authorities in all the provinces.  

• The Operation Wing of the NHA may be assigned to estimate the 
maintenance costs and the funds may be released for maintenance on the 
priority basis for the public facilitation. In addition the concerned GMs may be 
assigned to supervise the maintenance works in their regions.  

• The Committee recommended for taking immediate steps for the 
rehabilitation as well as maintenance of damaged roads due to flood and 
Government should allocate separate funds in this regard. 

• The Committee took notice of dilapidated condition of NHA road network 
especially in Balochistan and recommended early execution of routine and 
periodic maintenance work, so that roads may be saved for longer period.  

• Steps may be taken for the early settlement with USAID for repair of the 
damaged roads by NATO traffic especially N-25 where USAID has provided 
$90 millions for the construction of said road. 

• The Committee also directed to expedite the process of tendering of 
remaining portions of N-50 and N-70 for which ADB has granted funds so that  
those funds may not be lapsed if process of tendering is not completed by 
June 30, 2014.   

• The Committee strongly criticized overcharging of substandard foodstuffs and 
illegal construction by private shop owners in the service areas of the 
Motorways and recommended action against the violators. The Committee 
further directed that with coordination of NHA and NH & MP, the price lists 
and quality of food stuff should be checked on regular intervals in these 
areas. 

• The Committee visited M-I and M-II to observe the illegal encroachments in 
the service area of River Indus and recommended for the removal of the 
same by taking stern action against the contractor with constant monitoring of 
this service area.   

• The budgetary allocation of Motorways Police for year 2013-14 in the PSDP 
was taken up and the Committee recommended for the proper utilization of 
the funds and also observed that preference may be given for the completion 
of strategically important ongoing projects. 
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• P&D/ Finance division should release the allocated funds on priority basis for 
the completion of ongoing projects in time. 

• The trend of overloading must be discouraged through strict measures for the 
safety of roads network in the country and media campaign may be launched 
in this regard. 

• The Committee took notice of road safety, toll plazas and weigh machines 
issues, and directed to auction toll plazas through open bids and further 
directed that weigh bridges may be installed on newly constructed roads 
especially in Balochistan in order to avoid overloading and increasing the 
revenue. 

• The Committee recommended for service structure of patrolling officers 
(Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors) and directed the Department for timely 
promotion of Officers/Officials of the Motorways.  

• Appropriate security of the contractors as well as the NHA officials, working in 
the turbulent areas of Balochistan and also in other parts of the country may 
be ensured by allocation of financial sources and deployment of human 
resources. 

• The Committee discussed the Monitoring and Evaluation (M&E) of the 
contractors and recommended for the implementation of comprehensive M & 
E System for improving the quality of the service delivery which may ensure 
that all works are being executed according to the approved plan. 

• The Committee highlighted the discrepancies and irregularities in the award 
of contracts and release of contract amounts and recommended for evolving 
a fair and transparent system to overcome the flaws prevalent in the existing 
one and if any contractor/company fails to fulfill its contractual obligation, it 
may be black-listed and barred from taking part in NHA tendering process at 
any stage. 

 
• Even those companies may not be considered for awarding any contract for 

leftover work also.  
• The Committee discussed, at length, the importance of Economic Corridor 

(route from Gawadar to Kashghar) and proposed that this route may be 
connected with Quetta and Economic Zones may also be established in these 
areas for the uplift of the Province. 
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• Immediate steps may be taken to stop the pilferage in the system of fine 
collection. 

• E-Tagging system at toll plaza (s) may be commenced on the priority basis. 

• Steps may be taken to get toll plazas vacated from NLC and FWO for 
increasing NHA’s revenue and to give in future through auction. And only 
plazas where law and order is not good may be retained by the FWO/NLC. 

• The Committee unanimously endorsed that a comprehensive and uniform 
policy regarding award of access on Motorways to the Housing Societies may 
be framed.   

 

Postal Services 

• Detailed discussion was held on the structural changes of Pakistan Post and 
recommended for preparing of a plan for making Pakistan Post a 
sophisticated, improved, internationally recognizable and profitable 
organization and become an entity to compete with other private couriers. 
The Committee recommended for establishment of a Regulatory body for 
supervising the conduct and the services of private couriers. 

• The Committee advised Postal Services Department to take steps for 
ensuring the provision of 7 necessary services in 83 GPOs for the up 
gradation. Committee further sought details of up-gradation of Post offices 
phase II regarding computerization of 3000 post offices throughout the 
country.  

• Proposals regarding abandoned property of the Pakistan Post for commercial 
purposes may be prepared for utilization of its property be considered by the 
Postal Services. 

• A media campaign may be launched for the awareness as well as for the 
restoration of the public confidence on the national hallmark entity of Pakistan 
Post about its various schemes especially electronic money transfer scheme 
and this may be extended at post office level.  

• Various administrative matters including appointments, promotions, transfers 
and the capacity-building of the officers/staffs were deliberated upon and the 
Committee recommended for ensuring the merit as well as transparency in all 
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cases with implementation of an effective performance evaluation system in 
Pakistan Post. 

• The stern disciplinary actions were recommended against inefficient / 
incompetent officers/officials of the department, which have damaged the 
performance of the Pakistan Post. 

• The Committee strongly recommended for the initiation of the different steps 
about enhancing the capacity of the employees to improve the service 
delivery of the Pakistan Post.   

• As per the instructions/ directions of the Finance Division, the casting process 
of accounts according to PEPRA Rules may be completed and sent to 
Finance Division within two weeks for release of funds.  

• Agreements may be made with major government departments and private 
entities as soon as possible for taking business and increasing revenue of the 
department. 

• Necessary steps may be taken for using the building of GPOs for commercial 
advertisements as an additional source of income. 
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Advocate  Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai  
 

 

Name      Advocate  Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai  
Tenure      March 2012 to March 2018  
Province    Balochistan  
Party     Awami National Party (ANP)  
Seat Description    General  
Designation    Senator  
Oath -Taking Date  12-03-2012  
 
Personal Information  
 
Father's Name    Ghulam Sarwar Khan Pir Ali Zai  
Contact Detail    0519223964/9022664 Cell 03008380345 Fax 0519223975 
Home Number    081-2843116  
Fax Number   081-2843116  
Gender    Male  
Local Address    109-J, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address   H.No.A-1, Sahib Banglows, Tufail Road, Quetta Cantt.  
 
 
Political Career  Has been associated with politics since student life and affiliated with 

ANP since start of his political career. Worked in various capacities for 
his Party and presently watching party affairs as Provincial Secretary 
General, ANP Balochistan. 

 
Committee (s)    Communications and Postal Services (Chairperson Committee) 
     Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage (Member)  
     Law and Justice (Member) 
     Defence Production (Member) 
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Islamuddin Shaikh (Chief Whip)  

 

Name    Islamuddin Shaikh  
Tenure     March 2009 to March 2015  
Province   Sindh  
Party    Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P)  
Seat Description   General  
Designation   Ex-Chief Whip  
 
Personal Information 
  
Contact Detail   0519201491/9022505  
Home Number  021-5840150 , 071-5623878  
Mobile Number  0300-8222406/03338222406  
Email   islamuddin.shaikh@senate.gov.pk  
Gender   Male  
Local Address   H.No.613, St-30, G-10/2, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address  H.No.C-416/2, Upper Queens Road, Sukkur House, Sukkur.  
 
Committee (s) 

 Rules of Procedures and Privileges (Member) 
 Communications  & Postal Services (Member) 
 Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs Statistics and Privatization (Member)  
 Commerce  
 Finance Committee (Member)  
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Muhammad Zahid Khan  

 

Name    Muhammad Zahid Khan  
Tenure   March 2009 to March 2015  
Province   Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  
Party    Awami National Party (ANP)  
Seat Description   General  
Designation   Senator  
 
Personal Information  
    
 
Office Number  051-5472730  
Home Number  0945-883866  
Mobile Number  0300-5223387  
Email   muhammad.zahid.khan@senate.gov.pk  
Gender   Male  
Local Address   F-410, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address  Village Wadigram Lower Dir, Distt. Lower Dir.  
 
Political Career  Has been affiliated with ANP and presently overseeing party affairs as Secretary 

Information ANP 
 
Committee (s)   

 Water and Power (Chairperson Committee) 
 Communications (Member)  
 Information Technology and Telecommunication (Member)  
 Parliamentary Affairs(Member)  
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Engr. Muhammad Hamayun Khan Mandokhel  

 

Name    Engr. Muhammad Hamayun Khan Mandokhel  
Tenure    March 2009 to March 2015  
Province   Balochistan  
Party    Independent (IND)  
Seat Description   Technocrats Including Ulema  
Designation   Senator  
 
Personal Information  
 
Contact Detail  
 
Home Number  021-34542072-74  
Mobile Number  0345-9133333  
Email   hamayun.khan.mandokhel@senate.gov.pk  
Gender   Male  
Local Address   Room No. 21, 2nd Floor, Former US-Aid Building, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address  i.H.No.40, Lane 26, Opp:Khayaban-e-Jame, Phase VII, DHA Karachi.  
   ii.47-D, 48th Street, Block-6, PECHS, Karachi.  
 
 
Committee (s) 
 

Cabinet Secretariat (Member) 
 Communications (Member) 
 Water and Power (Member) 
 Finance, Revenue, Economic Affairs, Statistics and Privatization (Member)  
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Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo  

 

Name     Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo  
Tenure    March 2009 to March 2015  
Province   Balochistan  
Party    National Party (NP)  
Seat Description   General  
Designation   Senator  
 
Personal Information  
 
Contact Detail  
 
Mobile Number  0300-9231347  
Email   hasil.khan.bizenjo@senate.gov.pk  
Gender   Male  
Local Address    E-207, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address  Tehsil Nal, District Khuzdar.  
 
Committee (s) 
 

Communications (Member)  
 Ports and Shipping (Member) 
 States and Frontier Regions  (Member) 
 Senate House Committee  (Member) 
 Defence Production (Member) 
 

Academic Career  
 
Qualification  M.A  
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Molana Abdul Ghafoor Haideri  

 

Name    Molana Abdul Ghafoor Haideri  
Tenure   March 2009 to March 2015  
Province   Balochistan  
Party    Jamiatul-Ulema-e-Islam (F)  
Seat Description   Technocrats Including Ulema  
Designation   Senator  
 
Personal Information  
 
Contact Detail 
  
Office Number  051-9202881  
Home Number  051-9222434,084-4210209, 081-2822233  
Mobile Number  0300-5247488,0300-5083277  
Email   abdul.ghafoor.haideri@senate.gov.pk  
Gender   Male  
Local Address   211-G, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address  Jamia Islamia Shah Waliullah, Kalat, Balochistan. ii. Jamia Masjid, Postal   
   Colony, Quetta.  
 
Committee (s) 
 

Foreign Affairs(Member) 
Communications & Postal Services (Member 

 Water and Power (Member) 
 Finance Committee (Member) 
 

Academic Career  
 
Qualification  M.A (Islamiat)  
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Rozi Khan Kakar  

 

Name    Rozi Khan Kakar  
Tenure    March 2012 to March 2018  
Province   Balochistan  
Party    Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P)  
Seat Description   Technocrats Including Ulema  
Designation   Senator  
Oath Taking Date  12-03-2012  
 
Personal Information 
  
Father's Name   Haji Sulaiman Khan  
Mobile Number  0300-8382707  
Email   rozikhankakar@yahoo.com  
Gender   Male  
Local Address   Suit # A-309, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address  H.No 513/115 Sirki Road Quetta .  
 
Committee (s) 
 

Communications & Postal Services (Member) 
 Petroleum and Natural Resources (Member) 
 Education, Training & Standards in Higher Education (Member) 
 Functional Committee on Problems of Less Developed Areas (Member) 
 

Academic Career  
 
Qualification  MA, LLb  
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Muhammad Mohsin Khan Leghari  

 

Name    Muhammad Mohsin Khan Leghari  
Tenure    March 2012 to March 2018  
Province   Punjab  
Party    Independent (IND)  
Seat Description   General  
Designation   Senator  
Oath Taking Date  12-03-2012  
 
Personal Information  
 
Father's Name   Sardar Rafique Ahmad Khan Leghari  
Home Number  042--35894256  
Mobile Number  0300-8454445  
Gender   Male  
Local Address   C-308, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address  345-Z, Phase-III, DHA, Lahore Cantt.  
 
Committee (s) 

Communications & Postal Services (Member)  
 Information Technology and Telecommunication (Member) 
 Water and Power (Member) 
 Functional Committee on Human Rights (Member)  
 

 
Qualification  Certification in Financial Markets from Securities Institute of Australia. 
    Post graduate Diploma in Applied Economics from University of the Punjab.  
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Kamil Ali Agha  

 

Name    Kamil Ali Agha  
Tenure    March 2012 to March 2018  
Province   Punjab  
Party    Pakistan Muslim League (PML)  
Seat Description   General  
Designation   Senator  
Oath Taking Date  12-03-2012  
 
 
Personal Information 
  
Father's Name   Agha Ahmed Ali Khan  
Home Number  042-37147922  
Mobile Number  0300 & 0321-9445119  
Fax Number  042-37147924  
Gender   Male  
Local Address   G-204, Parliament House Islamabad.  
Permanent Address  10, Humanyoun Street-1, Bilal Gunj, Lahore.  
 
 
Committee (s) 
 

Information, Broadcasting and National Heritage (Chairperson Committee) 
 Cabinet Secretariat (Member) 
 Communications (Member) 
 Railways (Member) 
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Mukhtiar Ahmed Dhamrah @ Aajiz  

 

Name    Mukhtiar Ahmed Dhamrah @ Aajiz  
Tenure    March 2012 to March 2018  
Province   Sindh  
Party    Pakistan People's Party Parliamentarian (PPP-P)  
Seat Description   General  
Designation   Senator  
Oath Taking Date  12-03-2012  
 
Personal Information  
 
Father's Name   Ghulam Haider Dhamrah  
Mobile Number  03032456615, 03333414372, 03345177267, 03125777300  
Gender   Male  
Local Address   A-03, Block 'A' Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address  Dhaamrah Manzil, Jamia Masjid Usmania, P/O: Shapur Chakar, Tlauka   
   Shadapur, District Sanghar.  
 
Committee (s) 

Communications & Postal Services (Member) 
 Railways (Member) 
 Interior and Narcotics Control (Member)  
 Inter-Provincial Coordination (Member) 
 Senate House Committee (Member) 
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Nisar Muhammad Khan 

 

Name    Nisar Muhammad  
Tenure    March 2012 to March 2018  
Province   Khyber Pakhtunkhwa  
Party    Pakistan Muslim League Nawaz (PML-N)  
Seat Description   General  
Designation   Senator  
Oath Taking Date  12-03-2012  
 
Personal Information 
  
Father's Name   Awdal Muhammad  
Home Number  091-5841799  
Mobile Number  0331-9311188, 0333-9311188,0332-9991113  
Gender   Male  
Local Address   J-208, Parliament Lodges, Islamabad.  
Permanent Address  Office No-I, 3rd Floor Jawad University Road, Peshawar.  
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  Maiden meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on 
Communication and Postal Services was held under the Chairmanship of 
Senator Muhammad. Daud Khan Achakzai Advocate on 28th June, 2012 
Parliament House Islamabad with the following agenda:  
 

(i) Detailed briefing on the working of Ministry of 
Communications. 

(ii) Detail of allocation of funds for the different Projects of 
the NHA in the PSDP 2012-13. 

(iii) Detail of Projects being started on BOT basis.  

(iv) Reasons for no taking action against M/s Karcon 
(Contractor of M-1) as recommended by the Senate 
Standing Committee of Communication. 

(v) Any other item with permission of the Chair. 

2.  Light was thrown on the functions of the Ministry and its wings as 
under: 

I) National Planning, research and international aspects of roads 
and road transport; 

II) National Highways and strategic roads; National Highway 
Council and Authority; Administration of the Central Road Fund 
and Fund for Roads of National Importance. 

III) Enemy property. 

IV) National Highways and Motorways Police. 
 
3.   After his briefing, Mr.Muhammad Ali Gardezi, Chairman NHA 
elaborated various on-going projects of NHA.  He informed the working of the 
NHA and involvement of Ministry as also NHA Borad. He further informed that 
NHA is performing its functions under the Act of the Parliament since 1998.  
Giving the detail of road network in the country, he informed that the share of 
NHA is of 12446 k.m. (4%) of the total road network of 2,60,000 k.m. in the 
country  Giving the detail of province wise share of roads of NHA, he informed 
that share of Punjab is 22.5%, Sindh 18.1%, KPK 15.4%, GB 4.2% and that of 
Balochistan is about 37.6%.   He informed that during the last financial year out 
of allocation of Rs.29.90 billions, only Rs.18 billions were given to NHA and in the 
current financial year out of demand of Rs.80 billions only 50 billions have been 
allocated in the PSDP.  He informed the Committee that due to budgetary 
constraints, no new project has been proposed in the PSDP and priority will be 
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given to the left-over work.  In the end, he gave the detail of province wise 
allocation of PSDP 2012-13 against the different projects.  He also informed that 
that due to security problems, contractors are not willing to start work on various 
projects in Balochistan. 
 
4.   Almost all the members showed their concern over not giving 
preference to some very important projects and less allocation of funds for the 
projects.  
 
5.   Senator Zahid Khan pointed out that Malakand Tunnel project has 
not been included in the PSDP, although it is very important project and similarly 
adequate amount has not been earmarked for the Lawari Tunnel project, 
resultantly it will not be completed in time.  He also pointed out that very low 
amount has been reserved for  E-35 and even for the land acquisition for the said 
project, but until and unless land is not fully acquired by the authority the Asian 
Development Bank will not give loan for the project.  He showed his serious 
displeasure for not starting and completing the work on Chakdara - Temargarh 
projects. 
 
6.   Senator Hamayun Khan Mandokhel pointed out that Gwadar - Rato 
Dero road is very important for the fully operational Gwadar Port, but government 
is not giving preference to this project, as only Rs.2 billions have been allocated 
against the total requirement of Rs.16 billions. He also urged to complete the 
work on Zhob – Mughal Kot - Qilla Saifullah project and also stressed for the 
construction of Zhob Bypass.  He recommended that contract of the projects of 
the trouble areas may be given to the FWO, as they have sufficient security 
apparatus.  He also emphasized for the completion of Gawadar – Reto Dero road 
on priority basis.  Senator Hasil Khan Bizenjo was of the view that there are 
minor issues of security in some areas; the NHA should therefore keep extra 
money for the security in the cost of the projects.  Senator Wali Muhammad 
Badini recommended that work on Quetta-Dalbandin Road may be started 
immediately, as it is main trade corridor.  Senator Mohsin Khan Leghari enquired 
about the Multan - Dera Ghazi Khan Road, which is being constructed on BOT 
basis.  Senator Baz Muhammad Khan also criticized for not completing the work 
of the projects in time. Senator Kamil Ali Agha recommended that work on 
Burewala - Chistian Road and of Syed Wala Bridge may be started soon, as 
distance will be reduced to a great extent on the completion of these projects. 
 
7.   Giving the reply of the enquires /recommendations of the members 
of the Committee, Minister of State for communication responded that it is priority 
of the government to complete the unfinished work of the projects.  Chairman, 
NHA informed that all the allocations in PSDP have been made according to the 
directions of the Planning Division/ Finance Ministry, and similarly no new project 
has been initiated in the light of the guide line of the Planning Division/Finance 
Ministry.  He assured to start and complete the work on various projects, as 
recommended by the members.  
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8.   Giving the detail of projects under consideration on BOT basis, 
Raja Nowsherwan, Member NHA informed that due to less funding of the 
government there are number of projects under the consideration of the authority 
to start on BOT basis.  He also gave the detail of these projects including M-9 
(Karachi-Hyderabad Motorway).  He informed that work on these projects is at 
various stages.  
 
9.   Senator Zahid Khan pointed out that during the last meeting of the 
Standing Committee it was recommended that action may be taken against M/s 
Karcon (Contractor of M-1) for not completing the work in time; but NHA has not 
taken any action in his regard, and this act is clear-cut disobeying of the 
directions of the Committee, which are binding on the Ministry/division/authorities 
under the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012. 
 
10.   Minister of State, Additional Secretary and Chairman NHA assured 
that detail of action will be given in the next meeting of the Committee. 
 
11.   In the end, Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai thanked all 
the participants and expressed his opinion that we should think about whole the 
country instead of province.  He also assured that Committee will extend its full 
support to NHA in getting fund from the Finance Division/Planning Division, as 
well as solving all other problems/difficulties etc. 
 
12.   The Committee unanimously recommended that: 

(i) As detailed discussion is not possible on all the projects in 
one sitting and the meetings will be held on province-wise 
separately. 

(ii) Top priority may be given to Gwadar – Reto Dero Road as it 
is backbone for the economy of the Balochistan and country.  

(iii) Work on Quetta-Chaman Road may be started on BOT 
basis. 

(iv) Work on Malakand Road may be started as soon as possible 
with the help of Korean Government. 

(v) Work on Lawari Tunnel may also be completed on priority 
basis.  

(vi) Planning division/Finance Division will also attend the next 
meeting of the Committee regarding allocation of PSDP. 

(vii) Work on the projects of BOT may be started immediately.  

(viii) Minister for Communication and Secretary Communication 
should also attend the meeting of the Committee.  
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  In the meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on 
Communication and Postal Services which was held under the Chairmanship of 
Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Advocate on 30th July, 2012 
Parliament House Islamabad,  the following agenda was discussed:-   
 

(i) Briefing on Motorways Police. 

(ii) Shifting of main office of Motorways Police from Quetta to 
Hub (Balochistan) 

(iii) Detail of present work position on E-35 Express Way 
(Hassanabdal – Havalian – Mansehra). 

(iv) Detail of work in Chakdara Temargarh Road. 

(v) Work Position on Malakand Road/tunnel. 

(vi) Progress of work on the project of Northern Bypass 
Peshawar. 

(vii) Progress of work on the projects of flood affected area in 
Kalam. 

(viii) Detail of action taken against M/s Karcon as decided in the 
meeting of the Standing Committee on 28th June, 2012. 

(ix) Any other item with permission of the Chair. 

2.   Mr. Jehanzeb Jogezai, DIG Headquarters, Motorways Police gave 
detailed briefing on mandate, jurisdiction, organizational structure, enforcement 
strength of force, problems and about requirements of the Motorways Police.  
Giving the salient features of the briefing, he stated that main functions of the force 
is to provide safety on Motorways and National Highways.  He informed the 
Committee that strength of the Motorways Police in all over the country is equal to 
police strength of a district; therefore due to shortage of the strength the 
department is facing problems in fully operational matters on all the National 
Highways.  He informed that a summary for increasing the strength of the force is 
lying with MS Wing of the Establishment Division since long, but no action is being 
taken in this regard, in spite of the repeated requests.  Mr.Arbab Alamgir, Federal 
Minister for Communications and Mr.Anwar Ahmad Khan, Secretary 
Communication also endorsed the statements of the DIG Motorways Police.  

3. Mr. Jehanzeb Jogezai, DIG continuing his briefing indicated that force is 
also facing the shortage of resources, weapons, vehicles and non-cooperation of 
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District police in case of crimes on Motorways and on National routes as 
Motorways Police has no authority for lodging of FIR and that of detention of 
centers for criminals. 

4.   Mr.Aftab Pathan, DIG Motorway Police Balochistan informed that 
due to shortage of force especially on Coastal highway from Quetta to Karachi 
and on RCD Highway case of robbery and dacoity can not be fully controlled.  He 
informed that Ex-PM had given approval for the increase of strength on both the 
highways in 2005, but no action has been taken so far in this regard.  He also 
requested that due to law & order situation in the province of Balochistan special 
permission may be accorded for the recruitment of the candidates from 
Balochistan province, as no one from other provinces is ready to serve in 
Balochistan in these circumstances. 

5.   Mr. Anwar Ahmed Khan, Secretary Communications also informed 
that Motorway Police is facing problems due to shortage of strength, financial 
resources, vehicles, weapons, training.  He further informed that to stop the 
crime on highways cooperation of provincial police is very much necessary. He 
was also of the view that motorway police should be given more authority to 
control the crime and its capacity should therefore be augmented. 

6.   After the detailed discussion by the Honourable Senators and 
submissions by the Ministry of Communication and Motorways Police following 
recommendations were approved by the Committee for the improvement of the 
performance of the Motorways Police: 

i) Ministry of Finance and Establishment Division should give 
approval to the summaries submitted by the Motorway Police for 
increasing the strength for various highways. 

ii) Ministry of Communication should take immediate steps for making 
motorway police more powerful for the eradication of crime on 
highways. 

iii) A meeting may also be arranged with the Home Secretaries of all 
the provinces for the determination of authority of the Motorways 
Police for controlling the crimes on National Highways.  

iv) All tool plazas should be auctioned through open tender. 

v) Immediate steps may be taken to stop the leakage in the system of 
fine collection. 

vi) The HQs of the DIG Motorways Police Balochistan may remain at 
Quetta, however DIG should fix days for patrolling and for the visit 
of camp offices situated at other parts of the province. 
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vii) NAB authorities may also be asked to attend the next meeting of 
the committee on the issue of open action of tool plazas  

viii) To give more incentive reasonable increase may be made in the 
pay/salary of the motorway police. 

ix) Reasonable increase may be made in the resources for increasing 
the efficiency of the motorway police.  

x) More vehicles and weapons should be provided to the motorway 
police.  

7.  After discussion on the motorway police the affairs of NHA came 
under discussion.  Mr.Muhammad Ali Gardezi, Chairman NHA also informed that 
Rs.750 million have been allocated in the PSDP 2012-13 for E-35 (Hasanabdal-
Havalian-Mansehra Express way).  He informed that it is a 4 lane express way 
and total length of the road is 110 k.m. starting from Borhan.  

8.   He stated that government of Pakistan will provide amount for land 
acquisition, while Asian Development Bank will provide funds for the construction 
purpose.  Narrating his statement he informed that an amount of Rs.3 billion is 
required for land acquisition, out of which Rs.1550 millions have already been 
released.  He also gave detail of different Mozas of Punjab and KPK of which 
land is being acquired.  He informed that due to less allocation of funds the work 
on land acquisition is going slow.  Mr.Anwar Ahmed Khan, Secretary 
Communication informing about the procedure of allocation of amount in PSDP 
stated that the NHA gives detail of projects and propose amount for various 
project to the Planning Division and Planning Division according releases amount 
for projects specific, however amount is not allocated as per requirement.  Mr. 
Arbab Alamgir, Federal Minister for Communication also informed that all 
releases are made against the specific projects. 

9.   Mr. Asif Bajwa, Advisor Planning Division informed that about 
Rs.51 billions (including foreign aid) have been allocated for NHA in the PSDP 
2012-13.  The detail of which is as under: 

Allocation 2012-13 Province  No. of 
Projects 

Total Cost Expenditure up 
to June 2012 

Foreign Aid 
Allocation 

Rupee 
Allocation 

Total 

National 3 45943.015 42634.670 3000.000 750.500 3750.500 
Federal/ICT 2 1148.586 173.942 0.000 191.555 191.555 
Punjab 31 114751.043 45478.877 6080.000 6039.813 12119.813 
Sindh 17 64029.158 36976.964 4100.000 4820.000 8920.000 
KPK 13 167250.280 76462.143 6500.000 3838.309 10338.309 
Balochistan 11 93786.131 60859.578 2000.000 8279.199 10279.199 
AJK 1 12276.911 11276.911 0.000 200.000 200.000 
Gilgit-Baltistan 3 58911.277 26675.721 4444.900 625.000 5069.900 
Total  81 558096.401 300538.8061 26124.9 24744.376 50869.276 
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He further informed the Committee that 20% amount is released quarterly for 
different projects and it is up to NHA to take amount according to priority of the 
projects. 

10.   Senator Zahid Khan pointed out that it is an important route for 
trade with China, but the progress of work is very slow, therefore special 
attention may be given for the completion of the project on priority basis.  He also 
advised that Planning Division may release amount according to the proposals of 
NHA and NHA will reserve amount according to the requirement of each 
province.  He was also of the view that less amount has been reserved in the 
PSDP for the KPK. The Committee advised that as it is a major road for trade 
with China and also for strategic point of view, therefore it may be completed 
within the shortest span of time.  

11.  Senator Zahid Khan and Senator Nisar Muhammad expressed their 
deep concern for non allocation of amount for the project of Malakand Tunnel in 
spite of the fact that the people of the area remain stuck for about 4 months each 
year and are facing severe problems due to non-completion of this project.  

12.   Mr. Mujeeb Qadir, Member(Ops), NHA informed that due to 
shortage of fund the amount could not be kept in the PSDP, however Senator 
Zahid Khan informed that Ministry of EAD has indicated that a Korean Bank is 
ready to give amount for this project.  

13.   The Committee advised that a meeting of Ministry of 
Communications and NHA may be arranged with the Ministry of EAD for taking 
funds on priority basis from the Korean Bank for this project. 

14.   Senator Zahid Khan also showed his concern that it was promised 
that work will be completed on Chakdara Bridge in August, 2012, but the work is 
still in initial stages, however Chairman NHA assured that work on this project will 
be completed during this financial year. 

15.   Chairman NHA also informed that tendering process has been 
completed on Takht Bahi road and similarly the work is also in progress on the 
project of Northern Bypass Peshawar.  The Committee advised that the work on 
these projects may be completed in time.  

16.   The Committee also advised that complete road may be 
constructed from Chakdara to Dir (35 k.m) with the amount of Rs.603 millions 
instead that of working on stretches.  Senator Zahid Khan also recommended 
that amount may also be allocated in PSDP for N-35. 

17.   Senator Zahid Khan enquired about the action taken against M/s 
Karkon (a contractor of M-1 project) for not competing the work in time, in spite of 
the directions of the Standing Committee. Mr. Muhammad Shahid, GM NHA 
informed that due to change in design of the project and non-releasing of amount 
by NHA, the progress of work is slow. However the Committee advised that 
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contractor should complete the work form the mobilization amount paid to hem. 
Mr. Arbab Alamgir Khan, Federal Minister for Communication assured that 
Ministry will arrange Rs.50 million for the project.  The Committee advised that if 
no progress of work is shown by M/s Karkcon up to 15 September, the matter will 
be referred to House for not taking action against M/s Karcon on the 
recommendation of the Standing Committee.  

18.   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee pointed out that very little amount has been reserved for the mega 
projects of the province of Balochistan, which should have been given due 
priority, as these project relate to the economy of the country.  He also showed 
his concern over the robbery and killing of innocent people on Highways in the 
province of Balochistan.  

19.   The Committee showed deep concern for slow work on the different 
projects in Balochistan, although these projects are very necessary for National 
economy and also important for international trade.  The Committee therefore 
decided that a visit of the Committee will be made after Ramzan to see the work 
on site and also to suggest the measures to stop robbery, dacoity and killings of 
innocent people on the highways in the province of Balochistan.  

*********
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  This meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Communication 
and Postal Services was held under the Chairmanship of Senator Muhammad 
Daud Khan Achakzai Advocate on 14th September, 2012 in the Parliament 
House Islamabad to discuss the following agenda:  
 

(i) Detailed briefing on the working, problems, achievements 
and steps taken for brining the Postal Services at par with 
international standard.  

(ii) Detail of appointments made during the last 4 years on 
regular / Contract basis including the detail of observance of 
regional / provincial quota and detail of vacant posts in 
Pakistan Post.  

(iii) Any other item with permission of the Chair. 

2.   The meeting started with the recitation of Holy Quran. At the outset 
Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing Committee 
welcomed the participants of the meeting. Senator Zahid Khan however 
expressed strong displeasure on the non presence of Federal Minister for Postal 
Service.  Secretary Postal Services informed that he was not feeling well; 
therefore he has not attended the meeting.  However all the Committee members 
were not satisfied with the arguments of the Secretary Postal Services.  They 
therefore advised that in future the Federal Minister should also attend the 
meeting, as final decisions can not be taken without the consent/approval of the 
Minister and in future the office of the Federal Minister should also inform the 
Secretary Committee about the engagements of the Minister for not attending the 
meeting of the Committee.   

3.   Mr. Fazal Sultan Khan, ADG gave briefing about the various 
initiatives taken for revenue generation, problems, and about proposals regarding 
bringing the Pakistan Post from loss into profit. He stated the service of UMS, 
which were started in 1986 are being improved.  He informed that presently 
Pakistan Post is annually earning about 8 billions, while the expenditures are 
about 12 billions, as thus there is annual loss of about Rs.4 billion.  He informed 
that Government is not providing any amount to the department through PSDP, 
therefore the construction work on new post offices could not be stated.  He also 
informed the Committee that Pakistan Post has started the scheme of electronic 
money transfer initially from 16 GPOs of 11 cities and it will be expanded all over 
the country soon.  He requested for the assistance of the Committee for 
establishing a Regulatory Authority for controlling the affairs of private couriers, 
fixing of rates and controlling of other matters of private couriers as well as that of 
Pakistan Post  
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4.   All the members showed their concern on the working, efficiency 
and performance of the Pakistan Post, as private courier services and even 
some transport companies are providing better and quick service than the 
Pakistan Post due to which people are losing confidence in the department.   

5.   All the honourable members showed their dissatisfaction over the 
performance of the Postal Services Division and gave suggestions to improve its 
lot through various means of earning and decreasing its loss of Rs.4 billions.   

6.   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan, Chairman Standing Committee 
also pointed out that the major areas of the Balochistan have not been linked 
with the services of the Pakistan Post.  He enquired about the status of the 
response of the Finance Division for provision of funds for various development 
projects of the Pakistan Post and about establishing of Regulatory body for 
improving the services of private couriers. 

7.   Secretary Postal Services informed that in spite of so many 
requests the Finance Division has not been providing any amount for last 3 
years.  He informed that similarly the Ministry is approaching Ministry of Interior 
and Cabinet Division for the establishment of Regulatory Authority for looking 
after the rationalism in the rates of Private Couriers and Pakistan Post, but no 
one is ready to respond in this regard.  He informed that department is taking all 
possible steps from its own sources for its development projects.  But without the 
grant of the Federal Government it is not possible to construct new buildings.  He 
requested for the interference of the Committees for using some portion of the 
revenue being generated by the Pakistan Post for its various future development 
projects, or for giving at least one billion annually for the construction of new 
buildings.  He also informed that the profit of the National Savings have been 
reduced to 0.5% from 1.5%, therefore the income of the department has been 
reduced drastically.  He suggested that being a service oriented department, the 
profit ratio of National Savings should be increased reasonably. 

8.   After detailed discussion the Committee recommended that: 

(i) Federal Minister for Postal Services should take up all the issues of 
the Pakistan Post in the Cabinet meetings, as well as in to the 
direct notice of the Prime Minister. 

(ii) For further line of action of Committee the Postal authorities should  
prepare a plan for the information of the Committee including the 
proposals of the improvement of service, increase in the income, 
brining into profit, competition with private couriers, establishing of 
Postal Bank and brining it  at par with  international standard.  

(iii) To compete with the private couriers services, Pakistan Post should 
establish GPOs at all district Headquarters in the first instance and 
later on it may be extended to FATA. 
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(iv) Proposals may also be submitted for the use of abandoned 
property of the Pakistan Post for commercial purposes. 

(v) A media campaign may be launched for the awareness of the 
common people about its electronic money transfer scheme and 
this may be extended initially at district level.  

(vi) There should be a reasonable comparison between the rate of the 
Pakistan Post and that of private couriers. 

(vii) Immediate steps be taken for establishing of Regulatory Authority 
and concerned Ministries/Divisions may be informed about the 
concerns of the Standing Committee in this regard. 

(viii) The officials of Ministry of Finance may also be directed to attend 
the next meeting of the Committee for briefing on financial matters.  

9.   The Postal authorities informed that there are 31,000 total 
sanctioned posts in the Pakistan Post, and no increase has been made in the 
sanctioned strength since 1985.  Giving the detail of appointments, ADG 
Establishment, Pakistan Post informed that 2325 appointments of different grads 
were made on regular basis, while 196 were made on contract basis from the 
period from January 2009 to June 2012.  He also gave the provincial breakup of 
these appointments. He informed that at present there is no vacant post available 
in the Pakistan Post.  

10.   The members of the Committee noticed that not a single 
appointment was made from FATA and Gilgit-Baltistan during January 2009 and 
June 2012.  They also enquired about the criterion adopted for these 
appointments.  The Committee therefore advised that: 

(i) Full detail of all the appointments made alongwith their provincial/ 
regional quota may be provided. 

(ii) Due share of quota in appointments of all the provinces including 
FATA/ Gilgit-Baltistan may be observed at any cost. 

11.     Senator Hamayun Khan Mandokhel further proposed that due to 
increase in workload of the department, new buildings may be constructed and 
new post offices may also be opened. He also inquired about the total value of 
the assets of the Pakistan Post.   Senator Kamil Ali Agha floated a proposal that 
to meet the shortage of post offices, Postal Authorities should work on the 
proposal of Franchise Post Offices, for which quotations can be called through 
advertisement in the media, he added.  

12.   Senator Nisar Muhammad Khan pointed out that the building of 
Post Office has been constructed at Thaana, District Betkhela, but it is not 
operational due to non provision of necessary staff.  All the Committee members 
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expressed their concern over this state of affair.  Raja M. Ikramul Haq, Secretary 
Postal Services assured that necessary staff will be provided within a week.  

13.   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee and Senator Nisar Muhammad Khan enquired about the policy of 
incurring of Parliamentarian’s fund on the construction of the buildings of the 
Pakistan Post. The postal authorities informed that they will inform in this regard 
in the next meeting of the Committee.    

14.   Raja Ikramul Haq, Secretary Postal Services informed that 
according to international standard a post office is opened for the population of 
10,000 people while in Pakistan the standard for the population of 14,000.  He 
therefore requested that Finance Division and Establishment Division may be 
asked for the creating of new posts for opening of new post offices.  The 
Committee directed that postal authorities should prepare and send a plan in this 
regard.   
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   A meeting of Senate Standing Committee on Communications and 
Postal Services was chaired by Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai 
(Advocate) on Sep 20, 2012 in the Parliament House Islamabad with discussion 
on the following points : 
 

a. Detailed briefing on all the projects started / initiated either 
through ADP, PSDP or through foreign funding (donation or 
loan) in the province of Balochistan. 

 
b. Action taken in connection with the provision of security to the 

contractors of various projects in the province of Balochistan. 
 
c. Detail of appointments made during the last 4 years on 

regular/contract basis including the detail of observance of 
regional/provincial quota and detail of vacant posts in National 
Highway Authority. 

 
d. Any other item with permission of the Chair. 
 

 
2.   Before starting formal discussion, Senator Hamayun Khan 
Mandokhel proposed condemnation of the blasphemous movie made in the USA. 
The Committee unanimously demanded that this movie may be banned 
throughout the world. The Committee also demanded the Government of 
Pakistan for raising the issue before the United Nations and OIC to avoid such 
attempts in future. 
 
3.   Senator Muhammad Zahid Khan pointed out that the Malakand 
Tunnel project was kept in PSDP for 3 years, but ECNEC has now dropped it. He 
enquired about NHA’s stance in this regard. Syed Muhammad Ali Gardezi, 
Chairman NHA informed that Planning & Development (P&D) Division had not 
kept any money in the PSDP for this project; therefore it was dropped by 
ECNEC. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai remarked that some key 
projects of Balochistan have also been dropped. The Committee decided that 
Secretary P&D Division be asked to attend the next Committee meeting for 
briefing on this issue. 
 
4.   The Chairman NHA presented progress of different projects in 
Balochistan. The Members observed that detail of work done on some projects, 
as shown in the briefing, is not correct. The progress is very slow, as the 
contractors have stopped work on one pretext or the other but NHA is not taking 
punitive action. It appears the delay is due to connivance of NHA officials with the 
contractors; consequently, heavy loss is being caused to the national exchequer. 
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5.   Senator Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo informed that as reported the 
mentioned work on Kharan Section has been completed but maintenance work 
was done 3 times during the last 5 years on the same project but still it has not 
been completed and the quality of work is also sub-standard. Immediate steps 
are needed to improve this state of affairs. He recommended that work on Bela-
Kararo-Wad Section may be treated as a complete project for early completion. 
 
6.   Senator Abdul Ghafoor Haideri pointed out that the information of 
work done on Kalat - Quetta - Chaman is also incorrect, as he has frequently 
traveled on this road. The Chairman NHA informed that the work on 250 km 
roads comprising Kalat - Quetta - Chaman and Bypasses for Kuchlac & Chaman 
would be completed soon through financial assistance by the USAID. 
 
7.   The Committee recommended that after proper negotiations with 
concerned authorities, work on all the projects falling on NATO supply route 
including Hub Bypass be completed through the USAID’s assistance. The 
Chairman NHA, however, informed that Economic Affairs Division will have to be 
taken on board in this regard. 

8.    Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee and Senator Rozi Khan Kakar pointed out that double road from 
Khuchlak to Jungle Piralizai cross has been shifted toward Mustang, while there 
is dire need to construct 2 Bypasses at Kuchlak and double road onward to 
Jungle Piralizai. He also pointed out that Wango Hills Project which was started 
about 10 years ago, but the contractor has not completed the work so far.  He 
therefore advised for taking necessary steps for the completion of the project as 
soon as possible and taking appropriate action against the contractor for not 
completing the work in time.  

9.   The NHA officials informed that due to persistent security threat 
and attack on non-local workers, progress often remains slow.  
 
10.   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai directed that strict action 
be taken against defaulting contractors, as it is their responsibility to complete the 
work at any cost according to the terms & conditions of the contracts concluded 
with them. Since NHA is not taking punitive action, such contractors are least 
pushed to complete the work in time. The defaulting contractors need to be 
blacklisted for future contracts of NHA. He also advised early completion of work 
onward Jungle Piralizai to Chamman. 
 
11.   Senator Molana Abdul Ghafoor Haideri pointed out that during a 
meeting of the Standing Committee, the Federal Minister for Communications 
had promised to complete the work in Khad Koocha area, but now it is being 
informed that due to killing of workers, work has been stopped. He enquired 
about the funds allocated for this project adding that due to its non-completion, 
fruit gardens of millions of rupees stand ruined. He, therefore, urged for early 
completion of this project. 
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12.   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman observed that 
Khojak Pass often remains closed but the work in this area has been dropped. 
He emphasized early start of work in Khojak Pass and also Khad Koocha area. 
Senator Mandokhel and Rozi Khan endorsed these views. 
 
13.   Chairman Standing Committee further pointed out that the project 
of N-50 was initiated in 1999, but still there is no progress visible. NHA officials 
informed that due to funding position work could not be started. However, the 
Chairman Standing Committee suggested that either this road be given back to 
provincial government or work may be started without any further delay. 
 
14.   Senator Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo remarked that there is no law & 
order situation on Karachi - Chaman Project; therefore, it may be completed as 
early as possible. Senator Muhammad Hamayun Khan Mandokhel 
recommended that work on Zhob Bypass be started on priority. 
 
15.   All the Committee Members recommended that some amount for 
security may be earmarked in construction contracts and proper monitoring of the 
contractors be ensured by NHA and If any contractor does not execute work in 
accordance with agreed terms & conditions, his contract be terminated and work 
may be awarded at his risk & cost. The Committee also proposed that if any 
contractor does not start work due to security challenges that work may be 
awarded to FWO. 
 
16.    The Chairman NHA informed that all the issues have been settled 
with FWO and they are starting work very soon on M-8 project. The Committee 
strongly recommended that NHA should approach Federal Government as well 
as Provincial Government for provision of adequate security for troubled projects. 
 
17.   The Committee further recommended that all contractors who have 
not completed work on different projects in Balochistan may be blacklisted and 
they may not be qualified for future contracts. 
 
18.   The Committee specially suggested for strict action against M/s 
Husnain Cotex, as this company caused loss of billions of rupees to the 
government exchequer therefore their case be referred to NAB. 
 
19.   Senator Zahid Khan pointed out that during the last meeting of the 
Standing Committee, NHA officials assured that action would be taken against 
M/s Karcon Ltd. However, MoC and NHA have not taken any action against 
them. Senator Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing Committee and all other 
Members expressed displeasure on the non-implementation of the directive of 
the Committee and reiterated action against the contractor within ten days 
positively. 
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20.   Mr Rana Naseer Ahmed, Member (Admn) gave briefing about the 
appointments made on regular basis and against PC-I. He informed that from 
2008 to-date 694 appointments were made and gave the province-wise break-
up. At present 393 regular and 1197 PC-1 posts are vacant; however the 
Finance Division ceased the vacant posts wef  Jul 1, 2012. 
 
21.   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai enquired about 
regularization of PC-I posts adding that due share has not been given to 
Balochistan. The Member (Admn) informed that according to present policy only 
30% posts of PC-I are converted into regular basis. The Committee, however, 
proposed that 100% regularization may be made from PC-I posts and 
appointments to the people of Balochistan may be provided at priority, as per 
allocation of quota. 
 
22.   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai and Senator Islamuddin 
Sheikh pointed out that Promotion Board’s in NHA are not convened on regular 
basis. Resultantly, promotions are not being given on time and this is causing 
heart burning. The Member (Admn) responded that due to Stay Order granted by 
Islamabad High Court, meetings of Promotion Board are not being held. 
 
23   The Committee advised that immediate steps for seeking vacation 
of Stay Order for giving timely promotion to deserving officials. Besides, the MoC 
and NHA should decide the cases of promotion from BS-19 to 20 and BS-20 to 
21 immediately as these are not pending in courts and compliance report be 
submitted to the Committee. The Committee also asked for detail of promotion 
cases pending before the courts. 
 
24.   Senator Muhammad Hamayun Khan Mandokhel enquired about 
the policy of internal posting of officers/officials of NHA, as according to his info 
there are number of officers not being transferred from lucrative posts. The 
Chairman NHA informed that due to political pressure such postings / transfers 
could not be made within the stipulated time of 3 years. 
 
25.   The Committee sought full detail of all such postings/transfers 
alongwith date of each posting. The Committee further advised for posting / 
transfers, especially on lucrative posts, on merit, without any political pressure. 
 
26.   Senator Kamil Ali Agha pointed out that there are about 100 
employees working on consultants’ strength for the last 4 to 5 years, but neither 
their services are being regularized, nor even in some cases their salaries being 
paid. The Member (Admn) informed that although they were appointed with the 
approval of the Chairman NHA, their salaries are being paid by the consultants. 
 
27.   The Committee directed that these cases may also be considered 
for regularization of service, as they were appointed with the approval of the 
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Chairman NHA and are serving in various sections of NHA. The Committee also 
advised for the release of salaries on humanitarian basis. 
 
28.   Senator Kamil Ali Agha strongly criticized on the charging of high 
prices, provision of substandard food stuff and illegal construction by private 
shop owners in the service areas of the Motorway. He stated that the food outlets 
are charging exorbitant prices on every item that too of substandard quality. 
There is also lot of illegal construction in service areas causing inconvenience to 
commuters.  
 
29.   NHA officials admitted that the food outlets are charging higher 
price than the approved price list but NHA has no legal power to check this 
malpractice as the government has not given magisterial powers to the 
monitoring staff of NHA despite repeated requests. 
 
30.   Senator Kamil Ali Agha pointed out that the original Daewoo Coy 
left Pakistan long ago but another company is running business in the name of 
Daewoo, the quality of which is not up to the mark. 
 
31.   NHA officials admitted that the original Daewoo Coy has left 
Pakistan, but the present company is doing business as per the provisions of the 
agreement with Daewoo which is now over. However, this company has moved a 
case in the International Court of Arbitration, Singapore.  
 
32.   The Committee expressed deep concern and directed immediate 
steps for seeking early decision from the international court, as it will give more 
financial benefits to NHA. The Committee also suggested that with the help of the 
local administration, strict implementation be assured on prices and quality of 
items being sold in the service areas of the Motorways. 
 
33.   On a proposal by Chairman, Standing Committee directed that a 
letter be also written to Chief Secretary and concerned DCOs for deputing 
magistrates for checking prices, over charging and for controlling substandard 
food stuff in the service areas. 
 
34.   NHA officials were asked for provision of complete detail about the 
construction allowed in accordance with original plan, and action taken against 
unlawful construction. 
 
35.   On a telephonic message by Senator Mohsin Khan Leghari, the 
Committee strongly recommended that maintenance works be completed at 
priority in all flood affected areas of the country to provide respite to the affected 
population and road users. 
 
36.    Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee indicated that Planning Division had issued certain instructions in 
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2005 regarding rationalization of factor-c without of construction of input and for 
paying of escalation charges to the contractor, however the same was withdrawn 
(within 10 days) by the Planning Division but the NHA kept on giving comforts to 
the Contractors, resultantly a loss of billions of rupees occurred to the national 
exchequer.  The Committee therefore advised NHA officials also to withdraw this 
letter along-with the provision of full detail of amount paid to the contractors in 
this regard may be provided for further discussion, besides disciplinary action 
may be taken against the concerned officials of the NHA for not implementing the 
directions of the Government.   
 
 

********** 
 

 52



  

 
    The Senate Standing Committee on Communications and Postal 
Services met for two consecutive days on Nov 21 & 22, 2012 under the 
chairmanship of Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai (Advocate) in 
Parliament House, Islamabad.  

 
Proceedings of Day-1 
 
2.  Agenda before the Standing Committee on Day-1 of the meeting viz Nov 
21, 2012 was as under:- 
 

i. Report on implementation of recommendations of the last Senate 
Committee (C) meeting held on Sep 20, 2012. 
 

ii. Briefing on all projects completed/in-progress during last 5 years in 
Sindh Region with original and revised contract estimates, date of 
completion and escalation paid till-to-date (if any). 
 

iii. Briefing on all maintenance contracts awarded in Sindh Region during 
last 5 years, whether through open tendering or quotations after short 
listing of contractors. NHA officials posted there by that time along 
with details of variations made in these contracts in terms of cost, 
completion period, etc. 
 

iv. Briefing on toll collection (from toll plazas) located in Sindh Region 
with monthly collections/revenue during last 5 years with names of the 
contractors (operators), tendering procedure i.e. open, short listing or 
any other mode and name of the approving authority. 
 

v. Posting of total number of engineers holding domicile of other 
provinces in Sindh Region and that of Sindh Region and that of Sindh 
domicile in other provinces. 
 

vi. All employees working on contract basis for three years regularized in 
Oct-2011. Whether NHA Executive Board has also followed the 
decision of Parliament/Cabinet in letter and spirit. 
 

vii. Briefing on Karachi - Hyderabad Motorway (M-9) project. 
 

viii. Progress on various projects of NHA as referred by the Senate of 
Pakistan in its sitting on Sep 5, 2012. 
 

ix. Any other item with permission of the Chair. 
 
 
3. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai stated that it has been informed 
that work on Kalat-Chaman (N-25) & Gwadar - Turbat - Hoshab (M-8) projects 
has yet not recommenced on plea of security issues, although an assurance was 
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rendered to the Standing Committee about two months ago that work will 
recommence very soon. He contended that there are no security issues on these 
projects and the work should be recommended immediately. Senator 
Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai added that work on various projects is being 
stopped on one pretext or the other, for instance, security excuse, funding 
shortage, flash floods, etc. During the last meeting, NHA was directed to take 
action against the contractors who do not complete their work in time. He 
expressed deep concern on inaction against the defaulting contractors or NHA 
officials for their negligence. He advised for that funds for various projects of 
Balochistan on which work has been stopped may not be utilized on projects of 
other provinces.  
 
4. The Chairman Committee enquired about the status of commitment of the 
USAID for provision of funds for rehabilitation of various road sections damaged 
by NATO traffic and stressed upon an early settlement with the USAID. He also 
asked for response of FWO to recommence and complete the works assigned to 
them. All Committee Members endorsed the views expressed by the Chairman 
and stressed for implementation of recommendations of the committee and 
completions of various projects of the country especially in Balochistan. 
 
 
5. Senator Hamdullah who attended the meeting as mover stated that he 
had raised objections in the sitting of the Senate held on 5th September, 2012 on 
the reply of the Ministry of Communication regarding the status of development 
work on various projects in the province of Balochistan, as it is in his proposal 
knowledge that detail provided to the House was not correct. Mr. Muhammad 
Javaid Iqbal Awan, Chairman NHA admitted that progress of work on some 
projects have been misunderstood, as the length of whole project has been 
treated as completed work. He apologized and assured for making necessary 
correction in the record.  
 
 
6. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai and Senator Nisar Muhammad 
Khan stated that work on Peshawar - Torkham (N-5) has commenced at a good 
pace although this project is located in the most dangerous zone in terms of 
security concerns. They advised that work on all the projects should be started / 
completed in the same spirit.   
 
7. Mr Anwar Ahmad Khan, Secretary MoC stated that instead of a one line 
budget, NHA’s PSDP allocation is now project specific and NHA cannot transfer 
the amount from one project to another, without Planning & Development (P&D) 
Division’s approval. However, there is a serious difference between the 
observations / recommendations of the Parliamentary Committees and the 
budgetary allocations made by P&D Division and all concerned should resolve 
this issue. He further informed that negotiations are underway with the USAID for 
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Kalat-Quetta-Chaman Project and the work will commence as soon as necessary 
MoU is signed and funds received. 
 
8. The Chairman NHA informed that except two projects, all the contractors 
in Balochistan have refused to start work for security reasons. Even FWO is 
asking for extra security to recommence work in Balochistan. NHA requested the 
IGFC to create a dedicated wing for provision of security to NHA projects in 
Balochistan. The IGFC has agreed, in principle, provided Rs.765 million are 
made available as the initial non-recurring cost and further Rs.280 million as the 
annual recurring expenditure. He added that the National Assembly Standing 
Committee on Communications is against allocation of any amount for security 
purpose from project PC-Is. 
 
9. Senator Islamuddin Sheikh and Senator Mukhtar Ahmad Dhamrah  
pointed out that N-5 is in dilapidated condition in Sindh due to lack of 
maintenance work and sought its early  repair. The Chairman NHA informed that 
this section is being rehabilitated through ADB funded Flood Emergency 
Reconstruction Project (FERP). Both the honourable Senators emphasized that 
the work on all projects in Sindh be completed immediately. 
 
10. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai remarked that funds more than 
actual need have been kept for Larkana Package. Moreover, wrong designing 
has caused huge loss to national exchequer. He advised to take action against 
the Member NHA responsible for poor designing of Larkana - Khairpur Bridge 
and enquired about the variations on this project and details of action taken 
against NHA officers responsible for this act negligence.  
 
11. The Chairman NHA assured appropriate action with remarks that seven 
contractors are operating on Larkana Package admitting that due to design 
changes overall cost has increased substantially.  
 
12. Senator Molana Haideri observed that the contract of Kandhkot (Sindh) 
Toll Plaza was awarded to M/s Hafiz Rab Nawaz, but even after lapse of two 
years and payment of Rs.65 lac control of the toll plaza has not been handed 
over to the contractor and this should be done immediately. The Chairman NHA 
and other officials assured the Committee that action in this regard will be taken 
very soon. 
 
13. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai asked for the latest position of 
Toll Plazas handed over to NLC without open tendering stressing that control of 
these toll plazas be withdrawn from NLC and awarded through open tendering. 
 
14. The Committee directed as follows:- 

a. No quantum of increase in the cost of projects in Sindh and no start 
and completion date of the projects have been mentioned during the 
last 5 years.  Same may be provided in the next meeting.   
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b. No mention of maintenance contracts in Sindh during the last 5 years 
have been made with special reference to terms of cost and 
completion. The same may also be provided in the next meeting.   

c. No contract be given to petty contractors and to the relatives of NHA 
officials. 

d. Contract for construction of Karachi - Hyderabad Motorway (M-9) be 
awarded on merit through open bidding and not through a single 
tender as is being contemplated.  

e. Previous recommendations regarding M/s Husnain Cotex Ltd (HCL), 
which caused billions of rupees loss to the national exchequer, be 
implemented forthwith. Action be also taken against NHA officials 
responsible for this loss. In future, NHA will not award any contract to 
M/s HCL including new companies being incorporated by it. 

15. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai took exception the delay in 
promotion of NHA officers from BS-19 to 20 and BS-20 to 21 pointing out that 
MoC and NHA are not implementing the Standing Committee’s 
recommendations. Some BS-20 officers are working against the post of 
Members without regular promotion and same is the case with many BS-19 
officers functioning as GMs.  
 
16. The Committee Members endorsed this statement and advised that MoC 
and NHA to hold the promotion board’s meeting for elevation of eligible officers 
from BS-19 to 20 and BS-20 to 21 especially in categories for which no cases are 
pending in the courts, as some officers have been working in the same scale for 
more than 10 years. The Committee also desired a compliance report in this 
respect before its next meeting. 
 
17. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai pointed out that during the last 
meeting, NHA was advised for rotation of officers working for more than 3 years 
in the same position especially on key posts of maintenance works but no action 
has been reportedly taken.  
 
18. The Committee, on various administrative matters of NHA, advised as 
follows:-  
 

a. Officers / officials who are holding the same position continuously for 
three years or more be rotated immediately with particular attention 
to maintenance functionaries as there are numerous complaints 
against them and this policy be strictly followed for future postings 
/transfers too.  

 
b. Seasoned officials be posted for maintenance duties and all funds be 

used in a transparent manner. Action for any irregularity should be 
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severe & prompt. If political pressure is brought on NHA 
management by the wrongdoers matter may be brought to the notice 
of the Committee.  

 
c. The people of each province be given due share in appointments 

and the services of employees working on projects and rendering 
praise-worthy performance be regularized on completion of that 
project. 

 
d. As per NHA’s commitment, the case for regularization of employees 

serving on consultants strength be got approved in the next 
Executive Board meeting of NHA, under intimation to the Standing 
Committee.  

 
Proceedings of Day-2 
 
19. Agenda before the Standing Committee on Day-2 of the meeting viz on 
Nov 22, 2012 was as under:- 
 

i. Detailed briefing on all projects completed/in-progress during last 
5 years in Punjab with original and revised contract estimates, 
date of completion and escalation paid till-to-date (if any). 
 

ii. Briefing on all maintenance contracts awarded in Punjab Region 
in last five years with details whether these were awarded 
through open tendering, quotations or short listing of contractors. 
NHA officials deputed there during that time along with details of 
variations made in these contracts in terms of cost, completion 
period, etc. 
 

iii. Detailed briefing of all toll collection (from toll plazas) located in 
Punjab Region with collections / revenue during last 5 years with 
names of the contractors (operators), tendering procedure ie 
open, short listing or any other mode and name of the approving 
authority. 
 

iv. Posting of total number of Engineers holding domicile of other 
provinces in Punjab Region and that of Punjab domicile in other 
provinces. 
 

v. Irregularities made in geometric improvement of roads in 
Abbottabad regarding award of contracts to M/s ZR Construction 
(km 127 to 128, N-35) and M/s Ibrahim Associates (km 126 to 
127, N-35) allegedly without tender. 
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vi. Briefing on construction work on Kalam - Madyan Roads in Swat 
devastated in floods of 2010. 
 

vii. Briefing on Chakdara - Timergarah Road included in PSDP 
2010-11 by taking up the issue with the Planning & Development 
Division. 
 

viii. Comprehensive briefing on Malakand Tunnel. 
 

ix. Any other items with the permission of the Chair. 
 
20. NHA officials gave briefing on various projects completed in Punjab and 
also on maintenance works and on toll collection from various toll plazas located 
in this province. The GM (Operation) informed that almost all maintenance works 
have been completed.  
 
21. Senator Zahid Khan asked for detail of projects started under Multan 
Package despite not being in NHA’s jurisdiction and falling on local and provincial 
network and why amount was kept in PSDP for such projects. The NHA officials 
responded that according to an agreement with Government of the Punjab, Rs15 
billion had to be paid by NHA and Rs.15 billion by the provincial government; 
which has so far not contributed any amount of its share.  
 
22. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai asked whether NHA has 
approached Government of the Punjab for payment of its share; NHA’s reply was 
in negative. All the Committee Members expressed deep concern on this state of 
affairs and directed that payment for remaining works may be stopped and the 
Punjab Government approached for provision of its share as negotiated 
previously. 
 
23. The Committee advised that in future MoC and NHA should not entertain 
projects outside the national highway network and if any such proposal or 
direction is received, matter be first reported to this Committee. Concern was 
also expressed on incurring expenditures more than the actual cost on 
redesigning of various projects. 
 
24. Senator Kamil Ali Agha expressed dissatisfaction on the briefing given by 
NHA stating that most of the maintenance works have been awarded on N-5 
without adopting a fair tendering procedure. He enquired about detail of works 
awarded in the garb of emergency and that awarded during the period 2010-13. 
He also asked for the detail of tender notices advertised in the newspapers and 
cost of each contract package.  
 
25. Senator Kamil Ali Agha, expressing concern on toll collection, stated that 
loss of millions of rupees is being caused by NHA on daily basis and asked for 
detail of contractors of all toll plazas of motorways/ highways. He added that NLC 
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is not handing over control of toll plazas, due to which NHA is suffering heavy 
loss. He stressed immediate stoppage of pilferage in toll collection and 
emphasized upon the need for implementation of electronic toll collection system.   
 
26. The Committee advised that contracts of toll plazas be given through open 
tendering only to increase toll revenue. Matter concerning prequalification for 
award of toll operation & management contract for motorways should also be 
revisited as only FWO / NLC have been pre-qualified and this could not be 
termed as true competition. Otherwise this process requires annulment & a fresh 
advertisement be placed in the press. 
  
27. Senator Kamil Ali Agha recalled that during its last meeting, the 
Committee had recommended action against fake DAEWOO Company operating 
Motorway Service Areas (MSAs) and causing heavy loss to NHA. The 
Committee had also recommended punitive action against this company for sale 
of substandard items at high cost but no action appears to have been taken in 
this regard. 
 
28. The Committee advised the Chairman NHA to look into this matter 
personally and intimate details of actions taken. The concerned GM be directed 
to ensure proper check on prices and quality of food sold in the MSAs. The 
Committee also decided to soon visit the MSAs. The Chairman NHA assured 
submission of a compliance report by Dec 25, 2012.  
 
29. On Agenda Items v, vi, vii and viii regarding matters concerning 
Karakoram Highway (N-35), Madyan - Kalam (N-95), Chakdara - Timergarah (N-
45) and Malakand Tunnel, all the Committee Members expressed dissatisfaction 
on the performance of NHA. The Members remarked that there are too many 
reports of corruption in award of maintenance works on KKH (N-35) and 
Mansehra - Naran Road (N-15). The Committee sought detail of companies pre-
qualified for maintenance works on N-15 & directed action against the companies 
responsible for causing loss to NHA. 
 
30. The Committee deliberated upon uncalled for increase in the cost of the 
project “Construction of Wah Gate Underpass No 1” and asked for full detail of 
this contract including original/actual costs and escalation charges.  
 
31. The Committee also deliberated upon the problems being faced by the 
commuters on Chakdara Bridge and directed immediate completion of diversion 
for providing relief to the road users. 
 
32. The Committee was informed that the tendering process for Madyan- 
Bahrain (N-95) will be completed by end Mar-2013 under the Flood Emergency 
Reconstruction Project. It was also conveyed that an agreement with the Exim 
Bank of South Korea has been signed for construction of Malakand Tunnel. 
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33. As per agenda for day to the Committee had inquired about the details of 
contractors and the revenue generated from the toll plazas in Punjab during the 
last 5 years, which have not been provided.  Same should be made available in 
the next meeting.  
 
34.  As the Committee was not satisfied on the progress of following matters, a 
Sub-Committee comprising Senator Zahid Khan (Convener) and Senator Nisar 
Muhammad Khan & Senator Rozi Khan Kakar was constituted to report on these 
aspects within 60 days:- 
  

a. Chakdara Bridge, Chakdara-Timergarah (N-45), Mingora - Kalam (N-
95), Takhtbhai Flyover (N-45), Malakand Tunnel and Taxila 
Underpass (N-5). 

 
b. Contracts awarded for rock cutting work from 2008 to Nov-2012 on N-

35 by the NAs Region (Abbottabad) along with amount and detail of 
all contractors, final payment made and also details of advertisements 
in the press. 

 
c. Detail of contracts awarded for km 82 to 123 (N-15) and the 

authenticity of work order of Rs.700 million and work done on snowfall 
during last 4 years along with names of contractors and 
advertisement about each contract.  

 
 

***************** 
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  A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Communications and 
Postal Services was held under the Chairmanship of Senator Muhammad Daud 
Khan Achakzai on 11th February, 2013 in Parliament House, Islamabad to 
discuss the following issues:-  

 
2.   The meeting started with the recitation of Holy Quran by Senator 
Muhammad Zahid Khan.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman 
Standing Committee and other members of the Standing Committee expressed 
their deep concern that neither the Federal Minister for Communications nor the 
Secretary Communication are attending the meetings of the Committee.  The 
Additional Secretary, Ministry of Communication however informed that they 
have not received the copy of the Notice of the meeting.  Senator Muhammad 
Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing Committee told that Secretary Ministry 
of Communication has personally talked to him on telephone that due to meeting 
of the Central Selection Board, he can not attend the meetings, therefore it may 
be cancelled. It appears that the meeting was in the notice of the Secretary 
Communication.  Therefore after consultation with other members of the 
Standing Committee, Chairman decided to postpone the meeting of the 
Committee for another date.  The Committee further decided to bring privilege 
motion against the Federal Minister for Communication, if he does not attend the 
meeting of the Standing Committee in future.  The Committee also decided to 
issue summons to officials of Ministry of Communication/NHA under Rules of 
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012, if they fail to attend the 
next meeting of the Committee.    

 
 

************** 
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   Meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Communications 
and Postal Services was held under the Chairmanship of Senator Muhammad 
Daud Khan Achakzai on 15th February, 2013 in Parliament House, Islamabad to 
deliberate upon the following agenda appoints:.  
 

1. Briefing on the system of fine collection by the     
Motorway Police on Motorways and Highways. 

2. Steps taken so far for the improving resources, strength 
/ powers of the Motorways Police.  

3. Steps taken for increasing salaries of the Motorway 
Police. 

4. Steps taken so far for the provision of vehicles and 
weapons to the Motorway Police. 

5. Detail of vehicles of the Motorway Police in the use of 
other than Motorway Police. 

6. Briefing by the Postal authorities on the progress of the 
recommendations of the Committee on paras-16 to 22 of 
the minutes of the meting of the Standing Committee 
held on 14th September, 2012. 

2.   All the Members of the Standing Committee strongly showed their 
strong concern that Federal Minister for Communications & Secretary Ministry of 
Communications are not constantly attending the meetings of the Standing 
Committee. They therefore, recommended that due to their willful absence the 
issue of their absence may be referred to the privilege Committee of the House 
and the agenda item concerning to the Ministry of Communications may be 
postponed.  
 
3.  DG Postal Services giving the briefing informed that there are two 
major issues of the Pakistan Post, due to which the department is not functioning 
efficiently. He informed that at the present there is no regularity body of the 
Pakistan Post, the summary in this regard has been sent to the Cabinet Division 
for approval and after the approval of the Cabinet, it will be introduced in the 
Parliament as a bill. He informed that the second big issue is construction of new 
post office buildings and creation of new posts. He indicated that the matter has 
been sent to the Establishment Division for approval. Giving further information 
he informed that under the Aghaz-e-Haquq-e-Balochistan Program, there was a 
proposal for the construction of new 57 buildings for post offices and creation of 
171 posts for the province of Balochistan, but due to ban of appointments by the 
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Election Commission the matter has temporarily stopped. He informed the 
Committee that there was a proposal for creation a new post office at every 
Union Council throughout the country but there is no progress so far in the 
matter. He also gave detailed information on the progress of computerization / 
electronic money order facility in the 3000 post offices in addition to GPOs. 
Muhammad Azizullah Khan Post Master General KPK however, informed that 
due to some departmental hiccups, as well as observation of the NAB the matter 
is still pending. 
 
4.  After the briefing by the Postal Authorities members of the standing 
committee raised questions and also gave many suggestions for the 
improvement of the department. Senator Zahid khan stated that action may be 
taken against the unwilling officials as due to their inefficiency the department is 
running into loss. He recommended that state land is already available for the 
construction of General Post Office at Timergardh therefore; it may be 
constructed at the earliest. Senator Nisar Muhammad khan enquired about the 
operational status of GPO at Thana. Post Master General KPK informed that it 
has been brought into operation, with effect from 13th February, 2013.  
 
5.  Senator Hamayun Khan Mandokhel advised to inform about the 
problems / hurdles in the full operations of the department. He also 
recommended that the 6 percent quota of the Balochistan may be fully observed 
in the fresh appointments. He also recommended that new GPO may be setup at 
Zhob. Senator Yousuf Badini endorsed the views of the Senator Hamayun Khan.  
 
6.  Senator Kamil Ali Agha recommended that franchise system should 
be improved and it should be allotted purely on merit. He also advised for the 
restoration of the confidence of the people by improving performance of the 
department. He also advised that for enhancing the revenue, the postal banks 
may be extended throughout the country and its performance may also be 
improved. 
 
7.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing 
Committee on Communications & Postal Services advised to take stern 
disciplinary action against inefficient / incompetent officials of the department, as 
their own performance is not up to the mark, but on the other hand they do not 
provide chance to others. He also objected on the functioning of post office 
through shopkeepers as it is a very sensitive issue. Besides, in some cases the 
shopkeepers do not distribute the post in time. He further advised rotation / 
transfers of officers of post office by the postal authorities those who have been 
occupying the posts for more than 2 years. He recommended that the post office 
may be constructed at Pir Alizai (Qilah Abdullah) Balochistan as people are 
facing many problems due to non-existence of GPO and construction of GPO at 
Qila Abdullah. The Chairman also informed that a fully operational building in 
Qila Abdullah is available without any cost to the post office department for GPO 
but no contact has so far been made with the owner.   
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8.  The Committee decided to hold a meeting of the Standing 
Committee in the 1st week of the March, 2013 to discuss the following agenda 
briefing on:- 
 

i) Briefing on establishment of new post offices (province 
wise/district wise). 

  ii) Creation of new posts 
  iii) Observation of provincial regional quota  

iv) Full briefing on computerization / electronic money 
order of 3000 post offices in the country    

 
 

*************** 
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   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai chaired a meeting of the 
Senate Standing Committee on Communications and Postal Services on 18th 
February, 2013 in Parliament House, Islamabad with following agenda to 
discuss:- 

(i) Briefing premature transfer of Chairman, NHA. 

(ii) Implementation status of the recommendations made in 
the meeting of Standing Committee held on 21st and 22nd 
November, 2012. 

(iii) Details of Officers promoted against PC-I posts and 
posted on higher grades in NHA throughout the country.  

(iv) Details of projects on where work has been stopped due 
to security reasons in the province of Balochistan and 
action taken against the concerned contractors. 

(v) Details of payment made M/s Hasnain & Co. for Quetta 
Kalat Chaman road prior to assigning the work to M/s 
Mabrex (JV) alongwith the detail of work done by the 
former company.  

(vi) Details of action taken against the Contractors /NHA 
Officials on the failure of overlay on Airport Road 
Quetta, which has been completed recently. 

(vii) Payment made by the NHA for acquisition of land all 
over the country during the years 2007-2013, with detail 
of disbursement coupled with completion of legal 
formalities required for the purpose.  

(viii) Detail of NHA network in FATA, Gilgit-Baltistan, Azad 
Kashmir and Northern Areas, alongwith construction of 
new roads and repair/maintenance work (if any). 

(ix) Detail of advancement of any loan to the Contactor 
without bank guarantee, security and interest free etc 
with reasons. 

(x) Any other items with the permission of the Chair. 

 
2.   Senator Muahammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee on Communication, after welcoming of the participants, he and other 
members of the Standing Committee expressed their deep concerned for not 
attending the meeting of the Committee by the Federal Minister for 
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Communications.  All of the Members were of the view that Federal Minister has 
not attended the four consecutive meetings of the Committee; they therefore 
decided to move privilege motion against him in the Senate.  
 
3.   The Secretary Ministry of Communications was asked for briefing 
on the issue of pre-mature transfer of Chairmen NHA, as three Chairmen have 
been replaced within a very short time.  Mr. Anwar Ahmad Khan Secretary, 
Ministry of Communication informed that Establishment Division has issued 
transfer orders of Chairman NHA; therefore the Establishment Division can better 
inform that on which grounds they have transferred the Chairmen, NHA.  On the 
observation of Senators regarding rules position in the matter, he informed that 
under National Highway Council Rules, the appointment of Chairman could be 
made by the National Highway Council from the list of three eligible candidates.  
He admitted that appointment of Chairman NHA comes within the jurisdiction of 
National Highway Council and not within the purview of Establishment Division.  
All of the members of the Committee strongly showing their concern on these 
state of affairs advised that a meeting of the National Highway Council may be 
convened immediately and the issue may be decided once for all.  The members 
were also of the view that Chairman NHA should remain for sufficient time as 
prescribed by the Supreme Court and also according to government instructions 
in this regard. Secretary Ministry of Communications admitted that in the recent 
past the posting/transfer of Chairman NHA have been made frequently.  On the 
other hand this is a very important post, as the most of the funds of the 
government of Pakistan comes to this department through PSDP; therefore the 
Chairman of NHA should remain on his seat for a sufficient time.  The Committee 
advised that in future appointment of Chairman should be made through National 
Highway Council out of three nominees, as provided in the Act.  The Committee 
further advised that since the inception of National Highway Council from 1991, it 
has not made its rules therefore it should frame its rules immediately.  The 
Committee however advised that rules for appointments of all the posts and 
matters should be made through National Highway Council.  The Committee 
advised that these irregularities may be brought into the notice of Federal 
Minister for Communications, who has also Chairman of the National Highway 
Council and progress report on these recommendations/ directions within two 
weeks may be submitted to the Committee and the Establishment Division may 
also be advised to attend the next meeting of the Committee and to explain that 
why Establishment Division is acting upon on illegal practice.   
 
4.   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee showed his displeasure that in some cases promotions have been 
given above two grades.  He was of the view that there are number of eligible 
senior officers but neglecting their basic rights, the favourities have been 
permitted in the higher grades.  Senator Kamil Ali Agha pointed out that 
Additional Charge should not be given to any one on permanent basis, as it is a 
temporary arrangement. Senator Muhammad Hamayun Khan Mandokhel stated 
that the Standing Committee had recommended for giving promotion on the 
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posts of Members and General Managers but no action has been taken so far.  
He pointed out that there are number of eligible officers, who are already serving 
on these posts but they are not being given regular promotion.  
 
5.   The Secretary Ministry of Communications informed the Committee 
that appointment against the post of PC-I in the NHA are not being made 
according to rules, as appointment on Acting Charge should also be made after 
fulfilling the requisite criteria in the said posts and the posts of PC-I should be 
remain till the completion of the project.  Mr. Hamid Ali Khan, Chairman NHA also 
informed the Committee that the present practice has no legal stats and he 
therefore will look into the matter.  The Committee advised that: 

i) Promotion to the post of Member/GMs may be made immediately.   

ii) Promotion made against two grades above may be reverted back 
and promotion on these posts may be given to the eligible offices. 

iii) Since all the contract employees (appointment against PC-I posts) 
have been regularized, hence the core employees appointed by 
promotions against the PC-I posts shall also be regularized or the 
regularization of all the contract employees shall be withdrawn.  

iv) All employees of NHA serving against PC-I vacancies should be 
promoted against the available positions allowed/ approved by the 
National Highway Council and should also be given seniority from 
the date of DPC and may be placed above the contract and sacked 
employees.  

v) The Committee advised to submit a compliance report within a 
week.  

6.   On the auctioning of Toll Plazas of NHA on Motorways/ Highways, 
Chairman NHA informed that NHA is holding negotiations with NAB and the NAB 
has advised that all process may be made through PPRA rules.  Senator 
Muhammad Hamayun Khan Mandokhel however recommended that the 
auctioning process should be started on the basis of pre-qualification and the 
system of 2 envelops may not be adopted.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan 
Achakzai, Chairman Standing Committee, Senator Mir Muhammad Yousaf 
Badini, Senator Kamil Ali Agha and Senator Muhammad Zahid Khan 
recommended that this issue may be decided through the National Highway 
Board to avoid any discrepancies. 
 
7.   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee enquired about the present status of the projects of Balochistan 
province, the work on which was stopped due to security reasons.  Chairman 
NHA and Member (Construction) gave detail briefing on all the projects of the 
Balochistan province.  Chairman NHA informed that final negotiations have been 
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completed with FWO for starting the work on the different sections of Gawadar-
Ratodero Road.  On the query by Senator Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo, he informed 
that FWO has agreed to start the work immediately.  Senator Muhammad 
Hamayun Khan Mandokhel advised that the work on this project may be stated 
immediately and there should be no delay on the project, as it has deep concern 
with the economy of the whole country. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan 
Achakzai, Chairman Standing Committee and other members of the Committee 
recommended that funds may be allocated through PSDP for the Killa Saifullah- 
Zoab Road and Coolpur Bypass and Zoab Bypass, in case ADP doest not 
provide funds for this project. Senator Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee further enquired about the action taken against M/s Husnain Cotex for 
not completing its work in time.  Chairman NHA informed that about Rs.434 
million are outstanding against the said contractor and however when the NHA 
tried to forfeit their security, M/s Husnain Cotex took a decision from the courts 
against the action of the NHA.  The Committee advised that no contact may be 
given to this company in Punjab till the finalization of his account in different 
projects in the province of Balochistan.  The Committee advised tat the re-
designing Airport Quetta may be made, as it has finished its actual life.  
 
8   On the issue of land acquisition, Senator Muhammad Daud Khan 
Achakzai pointed out that illegal payments have been made to people against the 
land of Municipal Corporation specially at Bosan Road, Multan, Northern Bypass 
Peshawar and at M-1.  The Committee advised the NHA to provide detail of such 
payments, detail of recipients and action taken against the involved officials in 
these matters.  The Committee also advised that detail of allocation of amount in 
maintenance fund and its project-wise utilization may also be furnished for the 
next meting of the Standing Committee.  The Committee advised that the work 
with the maintenance work on Khojak may be mobilized, as the people are facing 
too much problems due to its worst conditions.  On a point raised by Senator Mir 
Muhammad Yousaf Bidini, the Committee advised that all General Managers 
should sit on their place of duty specially in the province of Balochistan.  On a 
point raised by Senator Nisar Muhammad, the Committee advised that further 
contract may not be given to the firms who are not doing their work efficiently and 
in time.  The Committee advised that in future the cost of special packages 
announced by President/ PM may not be taken from the allocation of the PSDP 
and there should be separate funding for these projects. Besides, the budget 
allocated for province may not be utilized for the project of other provinces.   
 
9.   The Committee also advised detail of recovery made against the 
payments of escalation charges may be furnished in the next meeting of the 
Committee.  On a point raised by Senator Muhammad Zahid Khan, Chairman 
NHA assured to provide detail report on the project of over payment of project of 
Taxila underpass. 
 
10.   The Committee also advised that due to share of government of 
Punjab may be taken from provincial government against the Multan package.   
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11.   On starting discussion on the affairs of the Motorway Police, 
Senator Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing Committee pointed out that 
road safety funds are not being utilized properly; therefore heavy losses are 
being occurred to the National Highways.  The Inspector General, Motorways 
Police assured that the system of foot patrolling is being introduced through out 
the motorways to stop the steeling of wire and other government offices.  
 
12.   The Committee advised to take immediate action in this regard and 
also take necessary action to stop the public vehicles to pick/ drop passengers 
on motorways.  The committee also advised to save from damage, the control of 
excel control may be ensured and government may allow the import of trucks to 
replace the old one running on the highways of the country.  However, the 
Inspector General Motorways Police informed the Committee that there are some 
restrictions on the import of carriage trucks.  The Committee decided that in the 
next meeting the officials of Ministry of Commerce; FBR may also be advised for 
their point of view.     
 

*************** 
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   Meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Communications 
(Communications and Postal Services) chaired by Senator Muhammad Daud 
Khan Achakzai (Advocate) on 1st March, 2013 in the Parliament House 
Islamabad discussed the points inserted hereunder:- 
 

 
  AGENDA FOR COMMUNICATIONS 

i) Meeting/formation of rules of National Highway Council 
especially for the appointments/ratification of the post of 
Chairman, NHA and members of the National Highway 
Authority. 

ii) Promotion to the posts of Members/General Managers s 
recommended by the Committee. 

iii) Action taken on the appointments/promotions made 2 
grades above without DPC as recommended by the 
Standing Committee.  

iv) Detail of action taken in the case of employees serving on 
the consultant’s strength as recommended by the 
Committee.  

v) Affairs of M/s Husnain Cotex with particular reference to 
number of contracts awarded to the said company during 
the last five years, detail of payments made against each 
contract and number of projects completed in time and 
number of projects left over and action taken against 
Husnain Cotex in the light of recommendations of the 
Standing Committee. 

vi) Any other item with permission of the Chair. 

 

AGENDA FOR POSTAL SERVICES:- 

i) Briefing on the financial affairs of the Postal Services with 
PIA as reported in the media.  

ii) Briefing on establishment of new post offices (province 
wise / district wise). 

iii) Creation of new posts. 

iv) Observation of provincial regional quota. 
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v) Full briefing on computerization / electronic money order of 
3000 post offices in the country. 

vi) Any other item with permission of the Chair. 

2.   All the members of the Standing Committee showed their concern 
for not attending the meeting by the Federal Minister for Communications and 
Secretary Communications. The members advised that the concern of the 
Committee may be communicated to the concerned quarter. 

3. After that Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing 
Committee advised NHA Officials for briefing on agenda items. Mr. Hamid Ali 
Khan Chairman NHA informed that the meeting of the National Highway Counsel 
is scheduled to be held on 6th March, 2013, and the issue of ratification of 
Chairman National Highway Authority and formation of other rules would be 
discussed in the meeting of the National Highway Counsel. However, Senator 
Zahid Khan, Mir Hasil Khan Bazinjo and Senator Kamil Ali Agha pointed out that 
presently there is a serious violation of rules as appointment of Chairman NHA 
can only be made through the National Highway Counsel, but contrary to this 
Establishment Division is issuing notification for the appointment of Chairman 
NHA. They were of the view that due to violation of rules the sanctity of the 
institution is at stake, besides loss of billions of rupees is being incurred to the 
department as there is no check and balance system available currently. The 
Committee therefore, decided that Establishment Division may also be invited in 
the next meeting of the Standing Committee to brief the Committee on the issue 
of appointment of Chairman NHA. 

4.  On the issue of promotion to the post of members / general 
managers in the National Highway Authority Chairman NHA informed that all the 
relevant documents for holding the board meeting have been forwarded to the 
Ministry of Communications. He informed that after the meeting of the National 
Highway Counsel, the meeting of the promotional board will be convened by the 
Ministry and the progress report will be furnished to the Committee. The 
Committee decided to discuss the matter in the next meeting of the Standing 
Committee. The Committee also advised that practice of ratification of Chairman 
NHA may not be repeated in future and all the affairs of NHA should be regulated 
through relevant rules and the culture of making appointments without rules / 
regulations and against merit should be discouraged at any cost.   

5.  The Committee further advised that it has come to the notice that 
some retired officials of NHA have been appointed on contractual basis. The 
Committee therefore, advised that the unnecessary appointments made on 
contractual basis or extension given may be terminated and such appointments 
should be made from amongst the eligible officials of the NHA.   
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6.  The Committee further advised that in case of requirement for 
specialized job the requisite post may be advertised in the press, which should 
be project and time specific.  

7.  The Committee also advised that action may be taken in the case 
of employees serving on the consultants’ strength and the report in this regard 
may also be submitted in the next meeting of the Standing Committee.  

8.  A lengthy debate was held on the affairs M/s Husnain Cotex and its 
allied companies working with NHA. Almost all the members of the Committee 
were of the view that this firm has caused loss to the tune of billions of rupees to 
the authority, as it has left most of the projects uncompleted especially in the 
province of Balochistan, while this firm is constantly being given contracts in 
Punjab. Senator Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing Committee pointed out 
that the board of directors of this company have opened new companies in other 
names, and they are also taking contracts from the NHA. He was of the view that 
this firm should not be given contract in the province of Punjab, as it could not 
complete its project in Balochistan. He advised that Pakistan Engineering Council 
can also be consulted in this regard. Senator Mir Hasil Khan Bazinjo also pointed 
out that if a company defaults due to any reason the work should not be given to 
its sister company. He recommended that NHA should frame rule in this regard. 
The Committee recommended that all the affairs of M/s Husnain Cotex with the 
NHA may be referred to NAB for free and fair proceedings in this regard.  

9.  The Committee advised that all contracts should be given on merit 
and if a company does not complete its work in time, it should be black listed 
immediately. Similarly the Committee recommended that if a company goes on 
default the contract work may not be given to the members its board of directors 
operating even in other names.  

10  After discussion on the formal agenda items Senator Zahid Khan 
pointed out that in spite of repeated directions of the Standing Committee no 
action has been taken so far against M/s Karkon, who was given contracts of 
billion of rupees on M-1.  

11.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing 
Committee pointed out that the contract of M-9 has been given without 
advertisement therefore; detailed discussion will be held on all the affairs of M-9 
in the next meeting of the Standing Committee. Senator Mukhtiar Ahmed 
Dhamrah indicated that portion of super highway at Saeedabad is in worst 
condition, resultantly accidents are happening everyday, therefore, the 
maintenance work of this portion may be completed at the earliest. He also 
recommended that the portion from Sukhur to Jaccobabad may be completed 
immediately. He also enquired about the status of Qumber-Shahdad Kot Road. 
He informed that a piece of land of NHA near Hyderabad has been allotted by 
the Sindh Revenue Board therefore; NHA should inform the Committee about the 
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status of this land. He recommended that the Committee should pay the visit to 
this portion of Super Highway.    

POSTAL SERVICES:- 

12.  While starting discussion on the affairs of Pakistan Post, Mr. Javaid 
Iqbal Awan Secretary Postal Services informed that all the issues with the PIA 
have been settled, as an amount of rupees 15 million has already been paid to 
the PIA. 

13.  Secretary Postal Services informed that in 2007, the Cabinet had 
given approval for the opening of new post offices at Union Council level and in 
this regard 730 post offices are under consideration, which will be functioning as 
soon as funds are provided by the Finance Division. He indicated that about    
Rs. 2.5 millions are required for opening of each post office. The Committee 
recommended that Finance Division may be advised to provide the funds 
immediately for this purpose.  

14.  Secretary Postal Services further informed that about new 510 
posts have been created. Giving the break up of these posts offices, he informed 
that 251 are for Punjab, 58 for Sindh, 91 for Balochistan, 71 for KPK and 39 are 
for FATA, Islamabad, AJK and Gilgit-Baltistan. He gave following breakup:- 

• Case moved for creation of posts for 730 new post offices (2451 posts)  
• No new post created except for Balochistan Province (171 posts) 
• Posts created for Noshki (33) 
• Posts for post office and Inspection Quarters (63)  
• Posts created for BISP Balochistan (100) 
• Total posts created for Balochistan (367)   

The Committee advised to fill these posts according to provincial / regional quota 
as mentioned in the Constitution.  

15.  On the issue of electronic money order, Secretary Postal Services 
informed that out of 24 companies 11 were short listed in January, 2010 under an 
evaluation Committee. Tender was given to M/s TELL Connect Services (Private 
Limited) being the lowest bidder (amounting Rs. 174 million) however, some 
objections were raised on the Indian origin software of the said company, 
therefore, the matter was also referred to the Ministry of Interior however, no 
response has been received from the Ministry of Interior so far. An agreement for 
the project of software was signed with the company on 19-01-2012. He informed 
that so far software has been installed in 57 GPOs out of 83 GPOs and two 
services are being customized, out of 7 services. “The target date for the 
completion of all work is 15-03-2013” he added. He however informed that due to 
shortage of funding the work is not being completed according to schedule. 
Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing Committee 
proposed that the Postal Authorities should develop its own program, he showed 
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concern that the progress of work so far is very slow as only 57 GPOs have been 
provided with software.  

16.   It was told that this task cannot be completed up-to targeted date. 
Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai advised that no new agreement 
should be made for the provision of hardware on the previous rates, as there is a 
lot of difference in the cost of software and hardware. He also showed his 
concern that out of 7 services the company is providing only two services. He 
therefore, advised that the remaining services may also be obtained from the 
company and on the other hand payment has already been made to the 
company for all the services. Senator Humayun Khan Mandokhel recommended 
that arrangements for the provision of funds may be made immediately otherwise 
the cost of the project will be increased.   

17.  As the Committee members were not satisfied with the briefing by 
the Postal Services they therefore, decided that a detailed meeting on this issue 
will be held in near future, however in the meanwhile the Committee advised 
Postal Services that all 7 services may be provided to the 83 GPOs as per 
agreement. The Committee also advised that Ministry of Finance may release 
funds immediately as per requirement of the Postal Services, so that the cost of 
the project may not increase. The Committee further recommended that the 
hardware may not be purchased as per the cost of software.  

18.  The Committee advised the Postal Authority to take steps for the 
provision of this service to the post offices all over the country but cautiously and 
keeping in view all security assessments.  

 
*************
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Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai chaired a meeting of 

Senate Standing Committee on Communications (Communications and Postal 
Services) on 13th March, 2013 in the Parliament House Islamabad and discussed 
the following points:- 

a. On the formation of rules of National Highway Council for 
the post of Chairman NHA etc.  

b. Implementation status on the recommendations of the 
Committee regarding promotion to the posts of Members / 
General Managers. 

c. Regularization of services of employees serving on 
consultants’ strength as recommended by the Committee.  

d. On the affairs of Daewoo Company with the particular 
reference to service area and illegal construction in 
motorways as recommended previously by the Committee.  

e. On all the affairs of M-9 with the particular reference to 
formalities adopted for contract awarding procedures, cost, 
name of consultant / contractor and time of completion etc.  

f. Any other item with permission of the Chair. 

 
 
2.  Mr. Muhammad Anwar Secretary Ministry of Communications and 
Mr. Hamid Ali Khan Chairman NHA informed that in pursuance of the directions 
of the Standing Committee a meeting of the National High Council was held on 
6th March, 2013, in which ratification of Mr. Javed Iqbal Ex-Chairman was made 
for the period from 2nd October, 2012 to 9th January, 2013 and similarly 
appointment of present Chairman NHA Mr. Hamid Ali Khan was also ratified. 
Senator Nisar Muhammad Khan pointed out that presently the role of National 
Highway Council is not effective therefore, it should be made more activated and 
all draw backs in the rules of National Highway Council may be removed 
immediately.  
 
3.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing 
Committee and other members of the Standing Committee advised Ministry of 
Communications that in future appointment to the post of Chairman NHA may be 
made only by the National Highway Council, as it is the competent authority in 
this regard and the tenure of the Chairman NHA should be atleast two years 
because billions of rupees are being spent through this department therefore, the 
head of this important department should not be replaced so early. Senator Daud 
Khan Achakzai pointed out that private member of the National Highway Council 

 75



  

should be excluded from the council and officials relevant with the fields may be 
appointed.  
 
4.  Mr. Muhammad Anwar Secretary Ministry of Communications 
informed the Committee that there is a proposal under consideration, that Prime 
Minister should be the Chairman of National Highway Council instead that of 
Federal Minister for Communications, as under the rules of business any Minister 
is not competent authority to make appointment to the posts in BPS-20 to 22. All 
the committee members were of the view that as office of the Prime Minister 
remains too much busy in official work therefore, the present setup may not be 
disturbed however, it can be made more effective with suitable changes / 
amendments. The Committee also advised that the meetings of the National 
Highway Council should be made mandatory for 4 times a year. They further 
recommended that the civilian nominees of the National Highway Council may be 
substituted with relevant official nominees.  
 
5.  On the issue of promotion of officers of BPS-19 to 20 and of BPS-
20 to 21. Secretary Ministry of Communications informed that meeting of the 
DPC for the consideration of promotion will be held very shortly, however, all the 
members expressed their deep concern that inspite of repeated directions / 
recommendations of the Standing Committee no action has been taken so far. 
They were of the view that some officers are already working on senior posts and 
fulfill all the requisite conditions / criteria for promotion, but they are not being 
given regular promotion. The Committee advised that a compliance report in this 
regard may be submitted at the earliest. The Committee also advised that the 
meeting of the DPC may be held regularly, as in the case of Central Selection 
Board and promotion / appointment to the post of members may be made from 
amongst the officers of the National Highway Authority. The Committee members 
strongly advised that promotion of any officer of the NHA may not be suffered 
without any reason.  
 
6.  Senator Nisar Muhammad Khan pointed out that services of 
officials appointed for a project are being regularized, instead of giving promotion 
to the regular employees. Senator Kamil Ali Agha recommended that 
appointment / promotion to the post of General Managers / members may not be 
made from outside but it should be from amongst officers of the National 
Highway Authority. He also pointed out that the meeting of the DPC is not been 
held since last 3 years, which is badly affecting performance of the neglected 
officers. He therefore, strongly urged to convene the meeting of the DPC 
regularly. In response Secretary Communications assured that appointments to 
the post of members will be made from amongst the existing eligible officers of 
the NHA. Senator Zahid Khan recommended that regular cadre of the NHA may 
be given preference in promotion / appointments over employees serving against 
PC-I. Senator Rozi Khan Kakar pointed out that Mr. Zulfiqar Maqbool Khan and 
Mrs. Azhra Mughal were recommended by the DPC for appointment to the posts 
of Business Development Managers BPS-17 and they have worked from 
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November, 2009 to 31st December, 2010, but their services have not been 
regularized. He therefore, strongly urged for the regularization of their services. 
In response Chairman NHA assured for compliance. The Committee also 
advised that all employees of NHA serving against PC-I vacancies should be 
promoted against the available positions allowed/ approved by the National 
Highway Council and should also be given seniority from the date of DPC and 
may be placed above the contract and sacked employees. 
 
7.  The Chairman NHA informed that the cases of regularization of 
employees serving on consultants’ strength will be placed for approval in the next 
meeting of the National Highway Board. The Committee advised to act upon on 
the direction of the Standing Committee immediately and compliance report in 
this regard may be submitted for the information of the Standing Committee. 
 
8.  Senator Kamil Ali Agha stated that in spite of repeated directions / 
recommendations of the Standing Committee no improvement has been made in 
the service areas of the Motorways. He pointed out that in the name of DAEWOO 
Company a factitious company is operating in all the service areas of the 
Motorways. He also pointed out that some vendors of the service areas are over 
charging and selling substandard items besides they have also made illegal 
construction against the original design of their shops, but NHA is not taking 
action against them. He advised to provide the copy of original agreement signed 
with DAEWOO and agreement signed between DAEWOO Company and M/s 
Daewoo Pakistan Motorway Services Limited (DPMSL), which is presently 
operating in service areas of Motorways. Senator Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman 
Standing Committee enquired about the date and tenure of agreement signed 
with M/s DAEWOO Company.  
 
9.  Giving the reply of the queries / observations of the members of the 
Standing Committee Chairman NHA informed that the authority has written 
letters to Chief Secretary and concerned DCOs for the checking of the 
substandard / low quality items and also for checking the prices of stuff being 
sold as these shops. The General Manager of the National Highway Authority 
informed that M/s DPMSL have challenged the agreement in the International 
Arbitration Court in Singhapur, on the plea that the quantity of vehicles running 
on Motorways is not as mentioned in the agreement. 
 
10.  All the Committee members strongly criticized on these state of 
affairs and advised that NHA should take this matter in the Supreme Court of 
Pakistan and services of a good reputed lawyer may be hired for pursuing the 
matter in the International Arbitration Court as heavy loss is being occurring to 
the national exchequer. The Committee also advised to contact all concerned 
authorities for the checking of prices / quality of stuff being sold in the service 
areas of the Motorway.  
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11.  The Committee advised Chairman NHA to conduct a detailed 
inquiry in all the affairs of M/s Daewoo of Korea and the Pakistani company, 
which is operating in the service areas of motorways, with particular reference to 
the present status of original Daewoo company in Korea and position thereof its 
guarantee given for the company operating in Pakistan. Besides a complete 
survey may also be conducted about the illegal construction made by the 
vendors / shopkeepers against the original layout plan / design of their shops, 
and action taken against responsible officers of NHA for their negligence in this 
regard. The Committee also advised that irrelevant officers / officials may be 
stopped to deal with the affairs of the company and member motorway / GM 
concerned may be made responsible in this regard and they may be advised to 
check these affairs including illegal construction, quality and prices etc of the stuff 
being sold at these shops. A compliance report in this regard may be submitted 
to the Secretary Committee at the earliest.  The Committee also decided for the 
visit of the service areas of the Motorway in due course of time.  
 
12.  The Committee also decided to visit various projects started by the 
NHA in the province of Balochistan including Gwadar-Turbat, Bisma-Panchgor, 
Quetta-Chaman / Quetta-Zhob etc, and the dates of these visits will be finalized 
later on. 
 

 
****************** 
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    A meeting of Senate Standing Committee on Communications 
(Communications and Postal Services) was held under the Chairmanship of 
Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai (Advocate) on Apr 12, 2013 in the 
Parliament House, Islamabad. 
 
2. Agenda before the Committee was as under:- 
 

1. Reasons for making postings/transfers in NHA after ban 
announced by the Election Commission of Pakistan. 

 
2. Progress on the recommendations of Standing Committee on 

promotion of officers from BS-18 to 19 & BS-20 to 21. 
 
3. Detail of vehicles owned by MoC/NHA along with their users 

and vehicles purchased against PC-Is. 
 
4. Latest position of Swat- Kalam & Chakdara- Timergarah 

Roads. 
 
5. Funding arrangement for emergency work on Jungle Pir 

Alizai-Chaman & Chaman-Friendship Gate (Afghanistan 
Border). 

 
6. Detail of construction/repair of Loralai – Rakhni Road, which 

is in a dilapidated condition. 
 
7. Detail of funds allocated for maintenance work for various 

projects of NHA in Balochistan 
 
8. Briefing on the reported scam to the tune of Rs1 billion 

unearthed in the press concerning National Highways & 
Motorway Police (NH&MP). 

 
9. Any other items with the permission of the Chair. 

 
3. At the outset, all Committee Members expressed reservations on late 
submission of working papers and advised that, in future, it must be submitted 
well before the meeting. The Committee also expressed concern that despite ban 
imposed by the Election Commission of Pakistan (ECP), NHA issued orders for 
en-bloc postings/transfers of numerous officers.  
 
4. The Secretary, Ministry of Communications (MoC) & AS (MoC) informed 
that all postings & transfers were made purely on merit.  
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5. The Chairman NHA informed that on the basis of “fact finding report” on 
alleged wrongdoings in geometric improvement works in NA’s Region 
Abbottabad, a detailed formal departmental inquiry will now be conducted before 
action against all those found responsible. 
 
6. Senator Muhammad Zahid Khan, however, pointed out that the Standing 
Committee in its previous meetings had recommended that officials appointed 
against PC-I posts may be transferred and promotions given to eligible 
officers/officials. But instead of complying with those recommendations, 
backdated postings & transfers orders were issued. He further stated that the 
Sub-Committee of the Standing Committee had proposed action against some 
officials found guilty in the inquiry report on geometric improvements works, but 
instead of punitive action, they have been benefited through lucrative posting.   
 
7. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman enquired about the 
action taken on all the recommendations of the Standing Committee, as only 
favorites appear to have been given good postings/ transfers.  He also pointed 
out that the Committee recommended promotions to posts in BS-20 & BS-21 but 
no action has been taken so far. Senator Kamil Ali Agha also pointed out that 
although appointment (promotion) orders of some officials were approved by the 
ex-Minister for Communications, but no action has been taken so far. 
 
8. Mr Rana Naseer Ahmed, Member NHA informed that rules of NHA are 
silent on posts falling in BS-21 & above.  The Secretary, MoC informed that a 
proposal is under consideration for suitable changes in the rules for making 
promotion in BS-21 & above from amongst the officials of NHA, as presently, 
appointment to these posts can only be made on deputation. He assured the 
Committee that promotions will be given immediately to all eligible and honest 
officers. 
 
9. The Chairman, NHA informed that meetings of the DPC will be held very 
shortly for promotion against posts carrying BS-17, 18 & 19 while BS-20 and 
above posts are in the purview of MoC. He also informed that DPC for promotion 
of three GMs (M/s Pervaiz Iqbal Sulehri, Yousaf Barakzai and Naveed Wahlah) 
was held on Apr 3, 2013.  
 
10. After detailed discussion, the Committee decided that: 
 

a. After fulfilling all codal formalities, action be taken against officials 
identified by the Sub-Committee including the individual appointed as 
GM (KPK), Peshawar and ex-GM be posted as GM (KPK) for proper 
execution of ongoing schemes.    

 
b. Promotion to posts of Members may be made from amongst the 

existing officers of NHA as per past practice and a compliance report 
be submitted within 10 days.  
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c. As indicated by Chairman NHA, promotion orders of three GMs 

(whose cases were cleared from the court and recommended by 
DPC held on Apr 3, 2012) may be issued from the date on which 
their cases were deferred (at the time of last DPC).  

 
d. DPC meeting for promotion to posts in BS-17, 18, 19 and 20 may be 

convened as soon as possible.  
 

e. The cases of officers may be revisited, who were given B-19 through 
regular DPCs on 30th April, 2009 and 10th January, 2011 
respectively. 

 
f. In case of any hurdle in promotions, necessary approval may be 

obtained from the National Highway Council / NHA Executive Board 
at the earliest.   

 
g. Preference may be given in posting/ transfers to officials who have 

been sitting idle since last 2-3 years.  
 
h. In future, for appointment to the post of Chairman NHA, names of 

three eligible officers may be submitted to the competent authority 
for making the best possible selection.  

 
11.  On the issue of vehicles owned by MoC and NHA, the Committee advised 
that all necessary steps be taken to stop misuse of NHA transport.  
 
12.  Regarding Chakdara-Timergarah Road (N-45), the Chairman NHA 
informed that the ECNEC had deferred the PC-I of the project, because of non-
availability of funds. Nevertheless, the EXIM Bank of China has now expressed 
interest to provide funds, and feasibility report will be completed by the end Apr-
2013, thereafter, necessary MoU will be processed.  
 
13. With regard to rehabilitate of flood damages on Swat - Kalam Road (N-
95), the Chairman NHA informed that five contract agreements covering 27 km 
length have already been signed. The Chairman NHA was advised to personally 
visit the project for overseeing of ongoing construction activities and report 
progress to the Standing Committee.  
 
14. The Chairman NHA also updated the Committee on progress of Malakand 
Tunnel stating that loan agreement between EAD and the EXIM Bank of South 
Korea was signed on Dec 5, 2012 for USD $ 78 million and that the process for 
hiring of Korean Consultants for preparation of detailed design has been 
commenced. After completion of these formalities and procurement of 
construction contracts, work on this project is likely to start within 16 months.  
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15.  The Chairman NHA also updated the Committee on completion of two 
delayed packages of Kalat-Quetta-Chaman Road (N-25) viz Khad Koocha - 
Sariab Chowk (54 km) and Jungle Pir Alizai - Chaman (48 km). The US 
Government has approved provision of USD $ 90 million for completion rest of 
the roads and some additional works on these two road sections and the work 
will start in Jun-2013.   
 
16. With regard to other delayed projects in Balochistan, the Chairman NHA 
conveyed that after seeking approval, in principle, by the Prime Minister, NHA is 
in the process of consulting the Planning & Development Division for attending to 
various contractual issues and works will be started soon.  
 
17. On a point raised by Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman 
Standing Committee, the Chairman NHA provided a resume on delay in 
completion of three ongoing packages on Gwadar- Turbat - Hoshab (M-8). Due 
to security reasons, all three civil Contractors have left the work and, 
consequently, NHA is planning to assign balance works to FWO. He assured that 
funds allocated for this project will not lapse even after the closing of current 
financial year and will also not be shifted to any other project. The Chairman 
NHA further informed that positive progress will soon be reported to the 
Committee. In case no agreement is reached with FWO, the works will be 
advertised.  
 
18. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai enquired about the criteria for 
allocating funds for maintenance activities in Balochistan, as work could not be 
started so far on many severely damaged road sections. The Chairman NHA 
explained that every Regional GM has now been empowered to approve 
maintenance schemes upto Rs 30 million while selecting road sections based on 
existing deteriorated condition and traffic volume. The Committee advised 
immediate start of development/ maintenance works on all projects of 
Balochistan.    
 
19. Senator Mir Muhammad Yousuf Badini pointed out that Noushki Bypass is 
not receiving due attention and stressed that work on this project may be started 
immediately.  The Chairman NHA assured that the concerned GM would be 
advised to do the needful and also brief Senator Badini on the progress in due 
course.   
 
20.  On the issue of Loralai-Rakhni Road (N-70) (presently in very dilapidated 
condition), the Chairman NHA informed that it is 132 km long road, out of which 
64 km is with FWO and 68 km with NLC. The portion with FWO will be completed 
by Dec-2013, while Contractors have been mobilized to complete balance and 
restoration works on the project entrusted to NLC.  
 
21.  On a point raised by Senator Mukhtiar Ahmed Dhamrah, the Chairman 
NHA assured that maintenance work on Saeedabad-Ranipur-Ubauro Section  
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(N-5) would be completed soon. The Committee advised the Chairman NHA to 
personally visit this area and report progress to the Committee in the company of 
honourable Senator who himself belongs to that area.  
 
22.  The Committee also advised that steps may be taken to get toll plazas 
vacated from NLC and FWO for increasing NHA’s revenue.  Officials of NLC and 
FWO should be asked to attend the next Committee meeting and may be 
informed accordingly. 
  
23. The Chairman NHA conveyed that detail of allotment of a piece of land 
owned by NHA near Hyderabad by Sindh Revenue Department would be 
furnished to the Committee at the earliest. 
 
24. On the reported scam in NH&MP to the tune of Rs 1 billion as covered by 
the press, Mr Zafar Abbas Lak, IG informed that this baseless allegation has 
been leveled to tarnish his image and that NAB is also inquiring into the matter. 
The Committee advised that the copy of the reply submitted to the NAB may be 
furnished to the Secretary Standing Committee for record.   
 
25. Giving detail of welfare activities of NH&MP, the IG reported following 
steps:- 
 

a. LED multi media signboard for info / guidance of general public has 
been installed at Ravi Toll Plaza and a similar board will be installed 
at Islamabad toll plaza also. 

 
b. Provision of road safety guidance and informatory boards on all 

national highways and motorways has also been planned. 
 
c. A mosque is being constructed in Islamabad Police Lines.  
 
d. 70 help centers are being established on national highways 

throughout Pakistan to facilitate commuters. 
 
e. Establishment of Driver Training Schools is under consideration.  
 
f. Distribution of helmets to motorcyclists for safety purposes is under 

contemplation. 
 
g. To check stealing of fence on motorways, foot patrolling at key 

vulnerable locations is under study.  
 

26. The Committee appreciated the efforts of NH&MP for providing 
information / facilities to road users / common people and advised expeditious 
completion of various schemes.   
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27. The Committee further advised that:  
 

a. NHA in coordination with NH&MP should check price lists and quality 
of food stuff being sold in motorway service areas.  

 
b. Service structure of patrolling officers (Inspectors and Sub-

Inspectors) may be improved for timely promotions.  
 
c. An attractive pay package be given to NH&MP officials as an 

incentive.   
 
 

*************
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   A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Communications 
(Communications and Postal Services) was held under the Chairmanship of 
Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai on 31st May, 2013 in Parliament 
House, Islamabad for discussion on the following points:- 
 

1. Transfer of Chairman NHA against the recommendation 
of the Standing Committee as well as directions of the 
Supreme Court of Pakistan.  

2. Reasons for not giving promotion to the posts of 
Members / GMs so far.  

3. Status of regularization of employees working on 
consultant’s strength.  

4. Posting/transfers against the 
recommendations/directions of the standing committee.  

5. Latest posting of re-tendering of work to FWO for 
Quetta-Chaman section (N-5). 

6. Reasons for not starting of maintenance work in 
severely damaged roads in Balochistan despite closing 
of financial year. 

7. Detail of funds allocated for maintenance work as 
compared to amount allocated for new roads in 
Balochistan.  

8. Any other items with the permission of the Chair.  

2.   After welcoming remarks Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai 
Chairman Standing Committee and Senator Zahid Khan strongly criticized on the 
recent transfer of Chairman NHA, as they were of the view that Standing 
Committee in its meeting held on 18-03-2013 had advised Prime Minister 
Secretariat, Establishment Division and Ministry of Communications that for the 
continuity of development work frequent transfer of Chairman NHA may not be 
made and all rules and regulations be fully followed in this regard. The 
Committee had further advised that appointment of Chairman NHA may be made 
from a penal of 3 eligible officers under the act of National Highway Council.  
 
3.   Mr. Ahmed Bakhsh Lehri, Secretary Establishment Division 
however, informed that Mr. Hamid Ali Khan has been again repatriated as 
Chairman NHA. He also assured that NHA rules will be followed at the time of 
appointment of Chairman NHA.  

 85



  

 
4.  Senator Zahid Khan, Senator Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo, Senator 
Humayun Khan Mandokhel, Senator Kamil Ali Agha and Senator Muhammad 
Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing Committee on Communications were 
unanimous that all decisions should be taken in accordance with the rules / 
regulations of the National Highway Council and National Highway Board in 
future. The members further advised that in case of violation of these rules strict 
disciplinary action may be taken against the responsible / concerned officials. 
Senator Hamayun Khan Mandokhel enquired about the appointment of a 
member of the NHA, as Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Communications. Mr. 
Ahmed Bakhsh Lehri, Secretary Establishment informed that these transfer 
orders were issued on the verbal directions of the Prime Minister.  However, Mr. 
Saifullah Chattha, Additional Secretary, Ministry of Communications informed 
that under the rules an official of the NHA cannot be appointed in the ministry / 
divisions therefore, these orders are illegal. After listening the official view point, 
the Committee advised that these transfer orders may be withdrawn immediately 
and the officers be posted again in the NHA. 
 
5.  While starting discussion on the issue of not giving promotion to the 
post of Members / GMs in the NHA, Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai 
Chairman Standing Committee on Communications strongly criticized the attitude 
of the Ministry of Communications in this regard. He stated that the Committee 
on several occasions has given its recommendations for promotion of eligible 
officers to these posts. All the other Committee members also showed their 
strong concern on the non implementation of the recommendations of the 
Standing Committee in this regard.  
 
6.   Mr. Saifullah Chattha, Additional Secretary informed that 
notification of the promotion to the post of 3 General Managers have been 
issued, and the case of promotion to the post of members is under progress, 
which will be decided very shortly.  
 
7.   All the Committee members unanimously directed the Chairman 
NHA for giving relevant record of DPC to the Ministry and Committee also 
directed the Ministry of Communications for holding the Board meeting on 3rd 
June, 2013 for giving promotion to the eligible officers and compliance report be 
submitted to the Committee by 6th June 2013 positively.  
 
8.  Senator Muhammad Zahid Khan and Senator Muhammad 
Hamayun Khan Mandokhel pointed out that in spite of directions of the Supreme 
Court of Pakistan, as well as recommendations of the Standing Committee 
several persons have been reemployed who are working on contract basis in the 
NHA, they therefore, recommended that the contract of such employees may be 
terminated immediately and compliance report be furnished immediately. All the 
Committee members also endorsed this view point and directed that compliance 
report in this regard may be submitted at the earliest. Senator Rozi Khan Kakar 
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pointed out that there are 13 posts vacant under the Aghaz-e-Huquq-e-
Balochistan, therefore, these posts may be filled immediately. The Committee 
unanimously recommended that these posts may be filled within 7 days.  Senator 
Islamuddin Shaikh advised that all eligible persons should be given their right of 
promotion immediately.  
 
9.  On the issue of regularization of employees working on consultant’s 
strength, Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing 
Committee pointed out that the Committee had several time directed the NHA for 
the regularization of the services of staff working on consultant s’ strength.  
 
10.   Chairman NHA and member Admin NHA informed that there are 
about 4,000 (four thousand) such employees who are working on consultant 
strength. Senator Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing Committee pointed 
out that during the last meeting, it was told that the total number of such 
employees is about 155 and how this large increase has been occurred. He 
therefore, advised that before taking final decision in this regard NHA should 
provide full detail of 4000 employees immediately.  
 
11.  Mr. Hamid Ali Khan, Chairman NHA informed that for Quetta-
Chaman (N-5) is USAID funded project. He indicated that USAID will provide a 
total amount 90 million US dollars for this section, out of which 40 million dollars 
have already been received by the Economic Affairs Division and therefore, as 
soon as all the codal formalities are completed the contract will be given to the 
FWO, as per requirement of donor agency. He informed the Committee that the 
Kachlak flyover project is also included in the agreement. The Committee 
advised that after completion of the project, the left over amount may only be 
spent on on-going projects in the province of Balochistan, and this amount 
should not be spent on other projects in the country. The Committee also advised 
that work on the project may be completed immediately as people of the area are 
facing too much problems and there should be no compromise on the quality at 
all. The Committee strongly directed that all possible steps may be taken to avoid 
undue delay. 
 
12.  The Committee members enquired about the reasons for not 
starting/ completion maintenance work on the severely damaged roads in the 
province of Balochistan.  The members were of the view that funds will be lapsed 
at the end of financial year. Mr.Mujeeb Qadir, Member NHA however, informed 
that contracts for various type of maintenance work amounting to Rs.496 million 
have already been awarded. He indicated that about Rs.10 billions will be spent 
on maintenance work throughout the country. He informed that maintenance 
work on all emergency / rehabilitation / periodical projects is under progress and 
special attention is being given to the construction / maintenance of bridges.  
 
13.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee and Senator Rozi Khan Kakar point out that some tenders of 
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maintenance work have been terminated of petty contractors without any reason 
in the province. Senator Mir Muhammad Yusuf Badini also pointed out that 
maintenance work is not being done in all projects in the Balochistan; therefore, 
NHA should take necessary steps for improving the situation. The members were 
of the view that in case any contractor does not complete his work in time, action 
can be taken against him under the rule of the NHA, however, all small contracts 
should not have been terminated. Senator Daud Khan Achakzai therefore, 
advised that tender for maintenance work may be called for immediately and 
development work should be completed as soon as possible. He also advised for 
re-tendering of cancelled tenders. Chairman Standing Committee also pointed 
out that province of Balochistan has not been given its due share as per 
allocation of PSDP, which may be given immediately. He advised for quick and 
speedy completion of maintenance work and the powers of GMs may be 
enhanced at provincial level.  Chairman NHA informed the Committee that in 
addition to Rs.10 billions of the allocation in PSDP for Balochistan an amount of 
Rs.17 billions have been separately allocated for the Gwadar-Ratodero projects 
in the province.  
 
14.  Senator Muhammad Hamayun Khan Mandokhel pointed out that 
heavy amount is being consumed on the Coastal Highway due to some 
inadequate design of the project. He therefore, emphasized to look into it 
seriously. Senator Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo also inquired about the maintenance 
work on the damaged project on Coastal Highway. The NHA officials informed 
that the maintenance work on the damaged bridge is under progress, and as 
regard the fault in the design, it will be improved very shortly.  
 
15.  Senator Mukhtiar Ahmed Dhamrah informed that various parts of 
National Highway from Karachi to Sukkar are severely damaged; therefore NHA 
officials should take necessary action for the repair / maintenance of the 
damaged portion of the National Highway.  The Committee advised that proper 
inspection and detail of maintenance work may be carried out by the different 
authorities in the provinces of Sindh / Balochistan.  
 
16.  Senator Mir Muhammad Yusuf Badini pointed out that work on 
Noshki-Dalbadin project has been stopped without any reason, therefore, it may 
be started immediately. On a question raised by Senator Muhammad Zahid 
Khan, Chairman NHA informed that about 40 percent work has been completed 
on the Faisalabad-Multan Motorway. On a point raised by Senator Rozi Khan 
Kakar the Committee advised that appointment letters may be issued at the 
earliest to Mr. Zulfiqar Maqbool Khan, Azra Mughal and Muhammad Usman, as a 
sub-committee of the Cabinet has already approved their regularization.  
 

************ 
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   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai chaired a meeting of the 
Senate Standing Committee on Communications (Communications and Postal 
Services) on 20th June, 2013 in Parliament House, Islamabad to deliberate on 
the agenda points as below:  
 

1. Implementation status of the recommendations of the 
Standing Committee regarding promotion to the post of 
Members in the National Highways Authority.  

2. Implementation status on the recommendations of the 
Standing Committee regarding auction of the Toll Plazas 
on the Motorways / National Highways.  

3. Detail of officers serving more than 3 years on lucrative 
posts in the National Highway Authority.  

4. Any other items with the permission of the Chair.  

2.   After welcoming remarks Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai 
Chairman Standing Committee on Communications giving a short background on 
the issue of promotion of Members in NHA informed that the Committee in its last 
4 meetings had advised Ministry of Communications / National Highway Authority 
for giving promotion to the officers of NHA to the post of Members. He inquired 
about the implementation status in this regard. 
 

 
3.  Mr. M. Arshad Bhatti Secretary Ministry of Communications 
informed that majority of officers have not furnished their ACRs Performa so far, 
as required for quantification in the promotion cases. He further informed that the 
Ministry of Communications has also sought advice from the Establishment 
Division for removing some difficulties in the Highway Council Act for giving 
promotion to the existing members of the NHA.  He assured that as soon as both 
the formalities are fulfilled, the meeting of the DPC will be held accordingly.  
 

 
4.  Senator Kamil Ali Agha agreeing with the statement of Secretary 
Ministry of Communications advised that both the formalities may be completed 
immediately for giving promotion to eligible officers of NHA.  
 

 
5.  The Committee advised that ACRs Performas may be obtained 
from the officers immediately and in the mean while the Establishment Division 
also be approached for their comments on the issue in hand and the compliance 
report in this regard be submitted within 15 days.  
 

 
6.  While starting discussion on agenda item No. 2 on the 
recommendations of the Standing Committee regarding auctioning of the Toll 
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Plazas on the Motorways / National Highways, Secretary Ministry of 
Communications informed that a committee has been constituted, which will 
solve all the disputed issues including auction of toll plazas and balance amount 
of construction work etc. in dispute between NLC/FWO and NHA.  
 
7.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing 
Committee pointed out that during some last meetings, the NHA officials had 
pointed out that NLC and FWO are not vacating the toll plazas on Motorways / 
National Highways. He further informed that it was the view point of NHA that in 
case they had vacated those toll plazas, a reasonable increase could have been 
made in the revenue of the NHA.  He had therefore, inquired about the status of 
disputed amounts of FWO / NLC with the NHA.  
 
8.  Mr. Hamid Ali Khan Chairman NHA informed that a dispute of 
amounting to Rs.3.5 billion has already been settled with FWO and only an 
amount of Rs.1.5 billions is outstanding, and this will also be solved amicably 
very soon. He however, informed that there is no such issue pending with the 
NLC. Brig. Muhammad Tariq Director Tolling (NLC) indicated that due to worst 
law and order situation in the province of Balochistan there was shortage of 
revenue generation from the toll plazas. He informed the Committee, that being 
an official organization NLC is fully aware of its obligations and has been 
maintaining transparency for safeguarding the government exchequer. He 
informed the Committee that NLC has deposited Rs. 27 billions so far to the 
NHA, and about Rs.5.3 billions have been given during current financial year so 
far to the NHA. He also assured that all the issues with the NHA would be settled 
very soon. Mr. Mujeeb Qadir Member NHA informed that NLC / FWO are not 
vacating some toll plazas due to strategic reasons.  
 

 
9.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai and Senator Hamayun 
Khan Mandokhel pointed out that it has come to their notice that the amount of 
construction work is deducted from amount collected through toll plazas. 
Secretary Ministry of Communications informed that all these issues will be 
settled with the discussion with the NLC / FWO officials within 10 days. The 
Committee advised that progress of these discussions may be communicated to 
the Committee. The Committee also advised that the liabilities of construction 
work may not be merged with the amounts of toll collection. The Committee also 
decided that (if necessary) an in-camera meeting can be arranged to discuss the 
strategic issues.    
 
 

 
10.  Discussing agenda item No. 3 Senator Muhammad Daud Khan 
Achakzai inquired about serving of officials for more than 3 years on some 
lucrative posts. He indicated that the committee had previously recommended for 
the transfer of such officials. He therefore, asked as to what steps have been 
taken so far in this regard.  
 

11.  In response Secretary Ministry of Communications informed that 
mostly officers / officials have already been transferred and remaining will be 

 90



  

transferred shortly after the closing of the current financial year i.e. 30th June, 
2013. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai pointed out that some officials 
of maintenance wing are serving since long to these posts and even if 
transferred, they are transferred from one province to other again in maintenance 
work. Chairman NHA informed that there are about 21 people, who are working 
for more than 3 years against one post. 
 

 
12.  The Committee advised that all officials / officers who are working 
on one post for more than 3 years may be transferred immediately, and a 
compliance report may be submitted before the next meeting of the Standing 
Committee. The Secretary Communications assured that remaining officers 
working for more than 3 years would be transferred after closing of the financial 
year i.e. 30th June, 2013.  
 
13.  Senator Nisar Muhammad Khan pointed out that some officials 
working on project posts have also been given promotion, although their projects 
have been completed. Secretary Ministry of Communications and Chairman NHA 
promised for looking into the matter and for remedial action in this regard by 
pulling out all irrelevant people from the projects for their repatriation to their 
parent departments. They also assured that there would be no extension in 
deputation period of any official after term of deputation period.  
 
14.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Chairman Standing Committee 
asked for comments the dispute on Loralai-Dhahkani road with NLC. Secretary 
Ministry of Communications informed that this issue has also been referred to the 
Committee. Senator Kamil Ali Agha inquired about collection of toll at Ravi 
Bridge. The NHA officials informed that this toll plaza has already been shifted. 
Senator Kamil Ali Agha informed that still some people are collecting money from 
people at this point, therefore, an inquiry may be conducted in this regard. 
Chairman NHA assured for the submission of report at the earliest. 
 

 
15.  Senator Hamayun Khan Mandokhel pointed out that some officials 
are working on deputation basis and some officials have been re-employed. He 
therefore, advised that preference may be given to the officials of NHA, and no 
one be given extension in service. Chairman NHA assured that there will be no 
extension in service after the expiry of contract period of every official and 
similarly there will be no extension in deputation period of anyone. Senator 
Hamayun Khan Mandokhel also inquired about the appointment of 13 people 
under the Aghaz-e-Huquq-e-Balochistan Program, as their cases are pending for 
the last one year. In response Secretary Ministry of Communications informed 
hat test, interviews of these posts have already been conducted. t  

 
16.  However, Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman 
Standing Committee told that since there is no restriction for appointment on 
these posts form any quarter, therefore, these appointments may be made 
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immediately and report submitted within 15 days. Secretary Ministry of 
Communications assured for compliance. 
 

 
17.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai inquired about the 
release of maintenance funds for the different projects in Balochistan. Chairman 
NHA informed that a tender in this regard has already been floated in the 
newspapers, and funds will be released very shortly. The Chairman Committee 
inquired about awarding of toll plazas without tender at Super Highway and 
Coastal Highway. The NHA officials informed that this issue will also be 
discussed in the meeting with the NLC officials.  
 

 
************* 
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   A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Communications 
(Communications and Postal Services) was held under the Chairmanship of 
Senator Muhamad Daud Khan Achakzai on 27th June, 2013 in Parliament House, 
Islamabad.  
 
2.   Agenda before the Committee was as under:-  

1. Future plan of expansion of all services of Pakistan Post 
in accordance with the budgetary allocation.  

2. Latest up-date on the computerization / electronic 
money orders of 3000 Post Offices in the country.  

3. Detail of all posts in Pakistan Post, number of vacant 
posts and present status of posts for which tests / 
interviews have already been held.  

4. Any other items with the permission of the Chair.  

3.   After welcoming remarks Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai 
Chairman Standing Committee on Communications & Postal Services pointed 
out that during the last meeting of the Standing Committee, the Postal Authorities 
were advised to take immediate steps for bringing the service of the Pakistan 
Post at par with other Private Courier Services. Besides the Committee had also 
advised to introduce system of electronic money transfer in all the post offices. 
He further informed that the Committee had also recommended that all 7 
services may be provided to the customers, as presently only two services are 
being offered to the people. He inquired from the Postal Authorities about the 
action taken in this regard. 
 

 
4.  Mr. Azizullah Khan Deputy Director General informed that Pakistan 
Post is taking following steps for increasing its service quality:- 
 

i) 60 percent work has been completed for rolling out the programs of 
BISP and CSP.  

ii) Sufficient hardware machines have been obtained for increasing 
the services of Western Union Money Transfer at all post offices. 

iii) New call centers are being established for the facilitation of 
customers in different areas. 

iv) Progress is underway for providing the facility of online sale of 
commemorative items throughout the world via the visa card.  
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v) Negotiations are underway with National Saving Centers for sale of 
National Saving Certificates / payment of pension benefit 
certificates and Behbud certificates of the National Savings.  

 
5.  On the subject of computerization of 3000 Post Offices Mr. 
Azizullah Khan informed that as a first phase 83 GPOs have been completed and 
the remaining work will be completed by the 31st December, 2014. Giving the 
detail of appointments on various posts in the Pakistan Posts, he informed that 
the total strength of the Pakistan Post is about 31183, and the number of vacant 
posts is about 795.  
 
6.  All the Committee members expressed their deep concern over the 
working / performance of the Pakistan Post. They were of the view that in spite of 
the fact that Pakistan Post has a large strength with full government support, but 
it is still running into losses of about Rs. 4 billions per annum. But on the other 
hand majority of the private courier services with limited resources are showing 
profit. Honorable Members also expressed their concern on the appointment 
process in the Pakistan Post as during the meeting of the Committee held on 1st 
March, 2013, it was informed that due to ban, appointment could not be made 
against the posts reserved for the province of Balochistan, but now it has been 
informed that appointment to 171 posts have already been made in September, 
2012.  
 
7.  Senator Kamil Ali Agha recommended that there is need to improve 
the image of Pakistan Post and also to that of the postmen by giving them some 
incentives. He recommended that the unutilized property of the Pakistan Post 
may be brought into the use, by giving proposals / suggestions to the Committee. 
He further recommended that internal working environment may also be 
improved according to the level of working condition of banks and other private 
offices. He suggested briefing to the committee for the innovative solutions in the 
betterment of the Pakistan Post.  
 

8.  Senator Hamayun Khan Mandokhel advised that Postal Authorities 
should take necessary steps to make it profitable, sustainable and efficient 
organization. Senator Mir Hasil Khan Bezinjo recommended that new talent may 
also be injected in the relevant fields to bring this organization into a profitable 
and efficient entity. He further recommended that steps may also be taken for 
giving proper training to the existing staff of the Pakistan Post. He was of the 
view that if necessary, the affairs of the Pakistan Post can be discussed in the 
Parliament for improvement. He advised that service quality of the Pakistan Post 
should be brought at least at par with private courier services prevalent in this 
field. 
 
9.  Senator Mukhtiar Ahmed Dhamrah also advised that immediate 
steps may be taken for minimizing the losses and floating proposals for the 
profitability of the department. Senator Islamuddin Sheikh expressing deep 
concern over the loss of the Pakistan Post to a tune of Rs. 4 billions, advised to 
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prepare a workable plan for improving the existing working condition of the 
department. 
  
10.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing 
Committee showing his displeasure pointed out that during the last meeting of 
the committee, the Postal Authorities had indicated that 7 services will be 
provided to all the 83 GPOs, however, out of 7 only 2 are being provided so far. 
He stated that due to government business it is serving, otherwise this 
department is not in a position to run day to day affairs.  
 
11.  On the issue of appointments of 171 persons against the quota 
reserved for the province of Balochistan, almost all the Committee members 
expressed their displeasure on the two different versions of the Postal 
Authorities, as during the last meeting of the Committee held on 1st March, 2013, 
the authority had informed that due to ban, the appointment on those posts could 
not be made but now it has been informed that appointment on these posts has 
already been made in September, 2012 in view of recommendations of Sub-
Committee headed by Syed Khurshid Shah then Federal Minister.  
 
12.  All the committee members therefore, decided that a detailed 
inquiry may be conducted in this regard, and the following information may be 
provided immediately to the committee:- 
 
  i) Names of the candidates  
  ii) Domicile of each applicant 

iii) Date of appointment of each candidate. 
iv) Action taken on these appointments during the ban period. 
v) Minutes of the departmental selection committee for 

recruitment of employees under Aghaz-e-Haqooq-e-
Balochistan in the light of recommendations of the Sub-
Committee in Balochistan as stated by the Postal 
Authorities.  

 
13.  The Director General Pakistan Post assured that all the information 
will be provided by 1st July, 2013.  
 

14.  On the issue of improving the service of the department, DG 
Pakistan Post informed that due to shortage of funds and decreasing the profit 
ratio by the Finance Division of the Postal Bank, the loss of the Pakistan Post 
has been increased.  
 

15.  Honorable members of the Committee were however, not satisfied 
with the briefing given by the Postal Authorities on both the issues. Therefore, the 
Committee unanimously recommended that:- 
 

1) A full fledge plan for making the Pakistan Post a dynamic, 
sustainable, efficient and profitable organization may be prepared 
for discussion in the next meeting of the standing committee.  
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2) Pakistan Post should take steps for increasing the prices of its 
various services for reducing its loss. 

3) Necessary steps may be taken for starting the 7 services in all 3000 
post offices. 

4) For increasing the income of the Pakistan Post, suitable proposals 
may be placed before the committee, for best use of its unutilized 
property of the department on main points of the cities.  

5) Necessary steps may be taken for restoring the confidence of the 
people in the Pakistan Post. 

6) All basic facilities may be given to a postman for quick delivery of 
the post to the people.  

7) Ministry of Finance / Planning should provide sufficient funds for 
making 3000 electronic post offices.  

 
16.  The Committee strongly advised that detailed inquiry report 
regarding the appointment of 171 posts reserved for the province of Balochistan 
under Aghaz-e-Haqooq-e-Balochistan may be provided to the committee, as 
soon as possible. Besides the reasons for contradictory statements by the 
Pakistan Post, before the Standing Committee in its meetings held on 1st March, 
2013 and 27th June, 2013 respectively may be placed before the Committee.   
 
17.  It was further recommended by the Committee that officers of the 
Ministry of Finance and Planning Division may also be asked for attending the 
next meeting of the standing committee on the issue of approval of PC-I and 
provision of sufficient funds to the Pakistan Post.  
 

18.  After discussion on formal agenda items Senator Rozi Khan Kakar 
inquired about the appointment to the post of MD in Postal Foundation. He stated 
that the people of Balochistan are not giving chance for appointment to the post. 
He further inquired about the detail of all the rest houses of the Pakistan Post 
throughout the country along with detail of annual revenue / expenditure of each 
rest house. DG Pakistan Post informed that the appointment to the post of MD 
Postal Foundation is normally made from amongst existing officers of (BPS-20) 
of the Pakistan Post. The Committee advised that appointment to the post of MD 
Postal Foundation may be made purely on merit from amongst the existing 
eligible officers of the Pakistan Post. On the issue of detail of rest houses of the 
Pakistan Post, the committee advised to provide the requisite information at the 

rliest.     ea
    
 

 
************ 
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   Senate Standing Committee on Communications (Communications 
and Postal Services)  in its meeting under the Chairmanship of Senator 
Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai on 8th July, 2013 in Parliament House, 
Islamabad discussed the following agenda:-  
 
  

i. Detail of amount received by the contractors under the circular 
issued by the Planning Division regarding escalation charges 
which was withdrawn later on by the Division on 15th March, 
2007. 

ii. Action taken against the NHA officials for giving the contracts 
of maintenance work of 2012-2013 in the financial year 2013-
2014 in province of Balochistan despite worst conditions of 
the roads in Balochistan and also action taken against the 
contractors who left the maintenance work incomplete in 
various projects in Balochistan.  

iii. Detail of toll plazas operational/non-operational in the province 
of Balochistan and also reasons for non-operation of these toll 
plazas. 

iv. Action taken on the recommendations of the Standing 
Committee regarding promotion to the post of Members (BS-
21) in the NHA. 

v. Any other items with the permission of the Chair.  

2.    At the outset Senator Kamil Ali Agha pointed out that working paper 
reached very late, therefore NHA should submit the working paper well before 
time, allowing sufficient time for reading.  He further advised that working papers 
should be in detail and meaningful.  All other Committee members were also of 
the same view.  Mr. Muhammad Arshad Bhatti, Secretary, Ministry of 
Communications assured for the submission of working papers well before time 
in future.  
 
3.   Initiating the formal proceedings on the agenda item, Senator 
Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai pointed out that in spite of withdrawal of 
Notification in 2007 by the Planning Division regarding giving escalation charges 
to the Contractors, NHA is still making payments in this regard.   Senator Kamil 
Ali Agha, Senator Hamayun Khan Mandokhel and Senator Mohsin Leghari also 
criticized the making the payments from 2006 to 2012.  The members of the 
Committee inquired about the detail of such payments so far.  
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4.   NHA officials admitted that Planning Division had issued a 
notification for allowing escalation charges on the basis of price hikes of different 
of materials. However on 2nd November, 2006 and subsequently 15th March, 
2007 it was withdrawn by the Planning and Development Division.  Member 
(Finance) NHA informed that payment of Rs.330 Million has been made so far to 
the contractors.  Mr. Muhammad Arshad Bhatti, Secretary, Ministry of 
Communications speaking on behalf of NHA told the Committee that an inquiry 
was constituted in this regard in November, 2012 with the advice to the inquiry 
officer to finalize the report within 15 days but the delay has been caused due to 
non-availability of some relevant papers.  He further stated that the inquiry officer 
has now been strictly directed to execute the task within the stipulated period.  
The Chairman NHA however informed that the Highway Board has allowed some 
payments on account of escalation charges.  
 
5.   All the Committee members showing their strong concern on these 
state of affairs directed that the inquiry may be completed within 15 days 
positively and also to stop further payments forthwith on this account, as 
Highway Board cannot supersede the decision of the Planning Commission.  The 
Committee also advised that all responsible for these illegal payments may also 
be advised to attend the next meeting of the Committee.   
 
6.   On agenda item regarding giving of contract of maintenance work 
of 2012-13 in the financial year 2013-14 in the province of Balochistan, Mr. 
Majeeb Qadir, Member NHA informed that it was decided in May, 2013 to float 
tender for maintenance work but the prevailing rates ranged between 20-40% 
which were on very high side. Therefore it was decided that these tenders may 
be given on 10% rate. Under these circumstances no contractor was interested 
for works on these rates.  It was therefore decided that the said work may be 
started in consolidated packages instead of small packages, he pointed out.  He 
informed that tenders will now be opened on 16th July, 2013.   He also informed 
that the leftover three contracts were given to new contractors on the risk and 
cost of old contractors (Ali Construction, Highway Engineering, Karmullah 
Construction) 
 
7.   The members of the Committee however expressed their deep 
concern that this work has not been done so far.  They, therefore, recommended 
that a Committee may personally visit the sites of these projects to check the 
physical progress of the work on ground.  Senator Hamayun Khan Mandokhel 
advised that all contacts should be given on merit and through open bidding.  
Senator Abdul Ghafoor Haideri recommended that all possible steps may be 
taken to supervise the work on all the projects in Balochistan.  Senator Daud 
Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing Committee inquired about the reasons for 
not releasing the funds of 4th quarter.  
 

 98



  

8.   Mr. Hamid Ali Khan, Chairman NHA informed that out of Rs.10 
billions for the province of Balochistan Rs.3 billions have not been issued to the 
NHA.  On the queries by Honourable members of the Committee, he informed 
that an amount of Rs.18 billions is required for the Gwadar connectivity projects.  
He requested the members to assist the NHA for the allocation of special amount 
for Gwadar instead of PSDP allocations of Balochistan. 
 
9.   Almost all the Committee members expressed their deep concern 
over the present state of affairs of maintenance work on different projects in the 
province of Balochistan and also for not releasing amount allocated in the PSDP 
for the province, as presently the amount being released is project specific, which 
can not be spent on other projects or in any other area.  The Committee also 
expressed their concern over the progress of maintenance work on the following 
projects: 
 

(i) Qilla Saifullah – Zhob road. 
(ii) Quetta – Chamman road 
(iii) Quetta Khad Kucha – Mastung road. 
(iv) Colpur Bypass. 

 
10.    After detailed discussion on this issue, the Committee decided that:  

i) Members of the Standing committee belonging to Balochistan 
Province will pay a visit to see the work on ground on these 
projects. 

ii) Government should announce special package for the Gwadar 
connectivity projects, instead of allocation in the PSDP for 
Balochistan, as all the provinces will take benefit by the functioning 
of Gwadar Port. 

11.   On the issue of Toll Plazas in the province of Balochistan, Mr. 
Shoaib Ahmed, Member NHA informed that there are total 12 toll plazas in the 
province, out of which 7 are operational and 5 are non-operational.  Giving the 
detail of total amount collected for 100 toll plazas throughout the country, he 
informed that an amount of Rs.13239 Million was received from these toll plazas 
and Rs.202 millions were received from the toll plazas situated in Balochistan.  
On points raised by members of the Standing Committee, he informed that toll 
plaza can be installed at a place where road condition is good and also there 
should be proper building for toll plazas. He informed that all the amount so 
collected through toll plazas goes in central pool, which is being used on need 
basis throughout the country.   
 
12.   Senator Kamil Ali Agha strongly recommended that according to 
original feasibility report of toll plazas, the amount collected from toll plazas may 
first be used for maintenance of the road, wherefrom toll is collected. However 
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the surplus amount can be spent on the maintenance work of other projects 
throughout the country.  Senators Hamayun Khan Mandokhel advised that to 
avoid huge incurrence of amount on maintenance work of roads, it should be 
started at early stage.  
 
13.   The Committee advised that: 

(1) After provision of necessary funds, non-functional toll plazas in 
Balochistan may be made functional as soon as possible. 

(2) The amounts collected through toll plazas according to original 
feasibility report of the Toll Plazas should be used first on the road, 
where from the toll is being collected. 

(3) Maintenance work on any damaged road should be completed at 
the early stage to avoid incurring of huge amount in future. 

(4) The amount of toll should not be spent on the roads damaged by 
the floods etc. for which Government should announce special 
packages for this purpose.  

14.   Starting discussion on the issue of promotion to the posts of 
members in the NHA, Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman 
standing Committee informed that Committee has advised several times to the 
Ministry of Communications and NHA for making promotion to the posts of 
Members in NHA, but still the case is pending.  He therefore inquired about the 
reasons of delay in this regard. 
 
15.   Mr. Muhammad Arshad Bhatti, Secretary, Ministry of 
Communications informed that ACRs for the year 2012 of the concerned officers 
are presently with the Countersigning Officers (Ex-Secretary, Ministry of 
Communications) and as soon as these are received meeting of the promotion 
board will be convened without any lapse of time.  
 
16.   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai and other members of 
the Committee advised that Countersigning Officers may be approached for the 
completion of ACRs as soon as possible and the concerns of the members of the 
Standing Committee be brought into the notice of the countersigning officers.  
The Committee also advised Chairman NHA to submit the working paper in this 
regard to the Ministry of Communications within one week.  
 
17.   After discussion on normal agenda items, Secretary 
Communications informed the Committee that in accordance with the directions 
of the Standing Committee 19 deputationists have been sent back so far to their 
parent departments and similarly the officials who have worked once in the 
maintenance wing should not being given posting again in the maintenance wing.  
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18.   Senator Muhammad Yousuf Badini however pointed out that still 
postings of such officials are being made in the maintenance wing.  Secretary 
Communications ensured for rectification of the existing state of affairs in the 
department with the passage of time. 
 
19.   On the issue of affairs with NLC/FWO Secretary Communications 
indicated that about all matters have been settled with both the organizations and 
we have informed the official of NLC/FWO that tool plazas may be got vacated, 
which will be given through open auction.  
 
20.   Senator Abdul Ghafoor Haideri strongly recommended that detail of 
action taken against M/s Hussain Cotext may be provided as this firm has given 
huge loss to the national exchequer.  He advised that all outstanding amounts 
may be recovered from the said contractor.  
21.   The Committee unanimously advised the Secretary 
Communications that as due to his multifarious official engagements, Prime 
Minister may be requested to nominate any Federal Minister to represent him in 
the affairs of Ministry of Communications, as there is dire need to take action on 
certain issues of the NHA.   

 
*********
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   A visit of the Senate Standing Committee on Communications 
(Communications and Postal Services) under the Chairmanship of Senator 
Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai on 16th and 17th July, 2013 in Quetta was 
made to monitor the progress of work on the following projects:- 
 
 i) Killa Saifullah – Zhob Road 
 ii) Quetta – Chaman Road 
 iii) Quetta – Khed Kocha – Mastung Road 
 iv) Coolpur Bypass 

v) The progress of work assigned to the new contractors on the 
risk and    cost of old contractors for three projects on N-40.    

 
2.   At the outset all the members of the Standing Committee were of 
the view that in spite of the fact the dates of the meeting / visit of the Committee 
to Quetta were fixed in the meeting of the Standing Committee held on 8th July, 
2013 in consultation with the Secretary Ministry of Communications and 
Chairman NHA, but both the Officers were absent from the meeting without any 
information. Mr. Altamash Khan, Member (Aided Projects) NHA informed the 
participants that both the Secretary (Communications) and Chairman, NHA were 
scheduled to visit Quetta, but they were retained at the 11th hour for preparation 
of briefing to the Prime Minister on Communications Sectors.  
 

3.  The Committee showed its deep concern over the attitude of the 
Ministry with the Committee, as neither there was any representation from the 
Ministry, nor the Ministry allowed Chairman NHA to attend the meeting, which 
was first ever meeting of the present Standing Committee at Quetta. Both the 
Secretary Communications and the Chairman NHA avoided the meeting showing 
purposely to the unanimous decision of the Committee in the previous meeting, 
which was fully endorsed by them.  
 

4.  The Committee therefore, decided that a complaint may be lodged 
to the Prime Minister about the attitude of the Ministry towards Standing 
Committee, as well as Secretary Establishment Division may also be informed 
about the behaviour of ministry for bringing the matter to the notice of all 
concerned. 
 

5.  While starting discussion on the agenda item, Senator Muhammad 
Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing Committee and all the other members 
pointed out that except that of Coolpur Bypass, no construction work has been 
started on any other project, so far in Balochistan province despite worst 
condition of roads.  
 

6.  Senator Abdul Ghafoor Haideri advised that work on Khed Kocha 
may be started through the own sources of NHA instead of relying on aid by any 
donor agency, as people were facing too much problems due to non-completion 
of the project. 
 

 102



  

7.  Senator Mir Muhammad Yousaf Badini stated that there is no 
construction work on ground. Senator Mir Hasil Khan Bezinjo was of the view 
that since there was no chance in future for the provision of funds by the NATO, 
NHA should ensure funds for the completion of Kalat-Quetta-Chaman project by 
its own sources. He showed complete dissatisfaction over the present state of 
affairs on the construction on all the roads in Balochistan.  
 

 
8.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing 
Committee took strong exception to the wrong statement of Member (Operations) 
NHA in the meeting of the Standing Committee held on July, 2013 regarding 
starting of work on two projects on N-40 and one in Makran Costal Highway, as 
on ground the work could not be commenced so far on those projects. He 
therefore, advised that strict disciplinary action may be initiated for the wrong 
information given to the Parliamentary Committee.  
 

 
9.  Mr. Altamash Khan Member NHA however, tried to satisfy the 
Committee by saying that for remaining construction work at Kalat-Quetta-
Chaman project, an amount of Rs. 9 billion will be provided by the USAID with 
conditions that the work would be executed through FWO. He further informed 
that according to the terms and conditions, the contract of existing contractors 
have been terminated and after a joint survey with representatives of USAID, 
FWO, NHA and ex-contractors, the MoU with USAID will be signed in August 
2013. He indicated that the consultant for this project will be M/s. NESPAK and 
some additional work including Kuchlak Flyover and resurfacing of Quetta 
Western Bypass has also been included in the project. Mr. Noorul Hassan GM 
Balochistan informed that this project was originally started in 2006, which was 
scheduled to be completed in 2009, but due to worst law & order situation 
coupled with financial constraints and poor performance of the contractors, the 
work could not be completed in time.  
 
10.  However Mir Hasil Khan Bezinjo and Senator Mir Muhammad 
Yousaf Badini stated that on one hand this false information is being given to the 
Committee for the last so many years, but on the other hand there is no 
reasonable progress on ground. They were further of the view that M/s. NESPAK 
has not sufficient capacity for providing consultancy in the project. Senator Abdul 
Ghafoor Haideri pointed out the fact that the government had allocated funds in 
the past too, for these projects and now once again these projects have been 
included in the USAID program. He therefore, enquired about the status of the 
previous amount allocated in the PSDP for these projects and also about the 
detail of action taken against the contractors, who were given amount for these 
projects, but they could not complete the work within the stipulated period. He 
further recommended for disciplinary proceedings against the officials of NHA, 
who are responsible for not completing the work in time and also for wastage of 
public exchequer.  
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11.  NHA officials informed that due to financial constraints and law and 
order situation in the province, the work on the most of the projects could not be 
completed in time. All the members of the Committee however, were of the view 
that the situation in the province is not so bad as is being posed by NHA. Senator 
Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing Committee pointed out that in some 
cases payment is not being made to the petty contractors.  
 

12.  Senator Mir Hasil Khan Bezinjo stated that NHA has given its all 
functions (including construction of work and security of the projects) to the FWO, 
but NHA is not completing the work in time. He stressed that the NHA should 
improve its performance for the satisfaction of the people and also for 
safeguarding the public money. He therefore, added that the construction work 
may be started immediately and completed in time. Senator Mir Muhammad 
Yousaf Badini was also of the view that the projects are not being completed in 
time. For example, a project of 50 kilometers only could not be completed even 
within 6 years. Senator Abdul Ghafoor Haideri pointed out that road from Kalat to 
Mastung was uprooted without any planning, resultantly the people were facing 
severe problems for the last 8 years. He was therefore, of the view that with this 
behaviour on the part of NHA, the existing situation could not be improved.  
 

 
13.  All the Members were unanimous that NHA has done nominal work 
in the province and a lot of work has still to be done. Work on 819 kilometers in 
the province has almost been stopped due to different reasons which is most 
alarming situation for the NHA.  
 

14.  The Committee therefore unanimously recommended that:- 
 

1. Since the NHA is already providing a sizeable amount to FWO 
for security purpose therefore, this amount should be included 
in the  PC-I for the provision of security to the projects.  

2. The vacant post of GM Khuzdar may be filled in immediately 
through a person belonging to that province for the early 
completion of the project in that area. 

3. There should be separate maintenance units for Noshki and 
Dalbandin regions and they may be monitoring the area 
regularly. 

4. The construction work on the different projects in the province 
of Balochistan may be started forthwith, as is being done at 
Toorkham border. 

5. Security may be provided to the local contractors as is being 
provided to the foreign contractors.  

6. NHA should spend more money on the projects from its on 
sources till the start of work by the FWO / USAID, and there 
should be no stoppage of work between left-over work by one 
contractor and start thereof same work by another. 
Furthermore it is recommended that the Petty Contractors 
engaged with the former contractor of Quetta – Chammn Road 
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may be made payments for their contracts before the start of 
work by the FWO on this road.  

7. Small patches of work at Khed Kocha and Chamn may be 
started on preference are basis by Operations Wing of NHA. 

8. The pooling between contractors and officials of NHA may be 
eliminated and action be taken against officials of NHA, who 
are involved in the menace of pooling. Operations Wing 
should improve the procedure of award of works to the 
contractors. 

9. The contractors, who have not completed work in time in the 
past without cogent reason, may be black-listed at the time of 
pre-qualification.  

 
 

10. Allocation for maintenance work may be released in time for 
reducing the difficulties of the common people as the amount 
of    2012-13 of periodical maintenance has not been released 
so far. 

 

11. The Operation Wing of the NHA may further be mobilized for 
taking immediate decisions in this regard, for approval of 
estimates of maintenance work in time. If some officials are 
involved in the preparing wrong estimates and wrong billing, 
action may take against them. 

 

12. Action may be taken against the contractors for delaying work 
on     N-40. 

 
 

*************** 
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   A meeting of Senate Standing Committee on Communications 
(Communications and Postal Services) was held under the Chairmanship of 
Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai on 6th September, 2013 in the 
Parliament House Islamabad. 
 
2.   Agenda before the Committee was as under:- 
 

i) Plan for making Pakistan Post a dynamic, sustainable, 
efficient and profitable organization. 

ii) Update position of starting of seven services in all 3000 
Post Offices in the country. 

iii) Detail of funding position for making 3000 electronic 
Post Offices. 

iv) Detail of inquiry report regarding appointment of 171 
posts reserved under Aghaz-e-Haqooq-e-Balochistan 
and action taken on the contradictory statement before 
Standing Committee on 1st March, 2012 and 27th June, 
2013.  

 

v) Any other item with permission of the Chair. 
 

3.   After welcoming all the participants, Senator Muhammad Daud 
Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing Committee pointed out that on the directions 
of the Standing Committee made on 27th June, 2013; no reasonable progress 
has been shown by the Postal Authorities. Senator Zahid Khan suggested in this 
regard that after the meeting of the Standing Committee the department should 
held its own internal meeting to prepare strategy for the implementations on the 
recommendations of the Standing Committee.  
 

4.  Mr. Syed Panjtan Rizvi DG Pakistan Post giving his briefing 
informed that revenue of the Pakistan Post remained Rs.8 billion per annum for 
last 3 years and the loss about Rs. 2 billion per year is occurring due to increase 
in pay/pension etc. as the government is not introducing any support to the 
department. He also informed about the various steps taken for improvement of 
the Pakistan Post and also for increase in the revenue of the department.  
 
5.  Mr. Arshad Bhatti Secretary Ministry of Postal Authorities stated 
that the observations of the Committee regarding the loss of the department are 
very relevant. He admitted that working conditions in the department is not up to 
the mark, as he has personally noticed after the sudden inspections of GPOs in 
Islamabad and Lahore. He stated that all possible steps will be taken for 
improving the service delivery of the Pakistan Post. He further informed that 
there is also need to look into the affairs of rest houses of the authority, which are 
also causing loss to the Pakistan Post. He assured that in the light of the 
directions of the Standing Committee, we will try to improve the performance of 
the Pakistan Post. He also stated that there is dire need to improve the service 
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conditions in order to serve the pensioners at the time of getting pension from the 
GPOs. He informed that facilitation center is being opened in every GPO for 
hearing complaints and for their remedy. He informed the Committee that 
negotiations are in progress with the Finance Division for taking additional funds 
and, as instructed by Finance Division, accounting of property of the Pakistan 
Post throughout the country is underway. He also informed that Postal Staff 
Training College, Islamabad and Postal Training Centers are providing the 
training facility to its staff as well as officials of some other countries, which is 
reat honor for Pakistan Post and also a source of income for the department. g

  

6.  After the briefing by the Postal Authorities the members gave many 
suggestions and recommendations. Senator Zahid Khan enquired about the 
steps taken to meet the shortfall of revenue occurring due to increase in the 
pay/pension etc. He also stated that in spite of the assurance of the Pakistan 
Post on the operating of GPO at Lower Dir, no progress has been shown so far. 
He also enquired about the province wise detail of rest houses of the Postal 
Services Department. Senator Hamayun Khan Mandokhel pointed out that there 
is not good governance in the Pakistan Post in all over the country; therefore, 
necessary steps may be taken for improving the present prevailing poor condition 
of the department. Senator Rozi Khan Kakar advised that a detail inquiry may be 
conducted on the reasons of the losses of the rest houses of the Pakistan Post. 
Senator Kamil Ali Agha also urged for stopping the misuse of rest houses. He 
recommended that for improving the performance of the Pakistan Post, modern 
technology can be used, which will also help to restore the confidence of the 
employees.. Senator Mohsin Khan Leghari also enquired about the steps taken 
for increasing the revenue of the Pakistan Post. He also advised for taking 
business from major departments. Senator Mukhtiar Ahmad Dhamrah too asked 
for submission of details about the agreements signed for acquiring business 
from Govt Departments and Private Organizations. He recommended that the 
incentive package to enhance the volume of the business can be announced. 
Senator Molana Abdul Ghafoor Haideri recommended that Pakistan Post should 
take initiatives for increasing revenue like other successful organizations. He 
advised that department should take steps to give benefits to the people.  
 
7.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing 
Committee appreciated the surprise inspections of the secretary to the GPOs. He 
however advised for regular surprise visits of the GPOs and small post offices, 
which can improve the performance at all level. He advised that senior offices 
can be deputed for this purpose. He also enquired about the time frame of 
completing the accounting process.  
 

8.  DG Pakistan Post indicated that as per instructions of the Finance 
Division, the work on accounting/ casting of the property of the Pakistan Post, a 
Chartered Accountant will finalize the work within 15 days, and sent to Finance 
Division. He further informed that like other courier services Pakistan Post has 
not increased the tariff of its various services, and the proposals in this regard 
were submitted to the Cabinet Division, but it could not come under discussion of 
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the Cabinet. He also informed that negotiations are underway with some 
department for taking business from them.     
 

9.  Mr. Waqar Ahmed from the Ministry of Finance assured that as 
soon as the accounting/ casting process of Accounts is completed, the Finance 
Division will release amount for the Pakistan Post.  
 
10.  Mr. Aftab Ahmed Shaikh Minister Incharge of the Pakistan Post 
stated, that he fully agrees with view point of the members of the Standing 
Committee. He informed that officials of the Pakistan Post have been advised 
that commitments made in the committee may be fulfilled in letter and spirit.  
 
11.     On the issue of appointments under Aghaz-e-Haqooq-e-
Balochistan, the committee was told that as the serious violations of the 
prescribed rules were committed regarding the appointments of 171 posts 
reserved under Aghaz-e-Haqooq-e-Balochistan, therefore, it has been decided to 
re-advertise these posts, but some employees have got stay order from courts. 
The Committee Members showed grave concern on the changing stance by the 
Postal Authorities thrice on this issue. The Committee therefore, directed to 
furnish detail report in this regard.     
 
12.  After the detailed discussion, the committee unanimously 
recommended that:- 
 

1) For improving the performance, the departmental action may 
be taken against in-competent and corrupt officers.  

2) All necessary steps may be taken to stop the misuse of rest 
houses of the Pakistan Post and unnecessary rest houses may 
be closed immediately. 

3) The services quality of the Pakistan Post may be brought at 
par with the performance of other courier services.  

4)  Immediate steps should be taken for introducing Electronic 
Money Order in remaining 3080 GPOs in order to serve the 
costumers/ public in better way. 

5) Necessary training may be given to the staff keeping in view 
the requirements of the modern market requirements. 

7) As per the instructions/ directions of the Finance Division, the 
casting process of accounts according to PEPRA Rules may 
be completed and sent to Finance Division within two weeks.  

8) The inspection process may be continued for the improvement 
of the performance of the Postal Staff.  

9) Agreements may be made as soon as possible with the major 
government departments and private entities for taking 
business and increasing revenue of the department. 

10) Necessary steps may be taken for using the building of GPOs 
for commercial advertisements.  

 108



  

11) For increasing rates/ tariffs of various services of the Pakistan 
Post services, the proposals may be moved within 2 weeks for 
taking approval from the Cabinet.  

12)   Actions may be taken for the provision of seven services in all 
the post offices throughout the country. 

13) As already advised comprehensive workout plan may be 
presented before the committee for giving suitable 
recommendation to pull the department out of loss. 

 
************ 
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   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, chaired a meeting of 
Senate Standing Committee on Communications (Communications and Postal 
Services) on 13th September, 2013 in the Parliament House Islamabad to 
discuss the following points:-. 
 

i) Implementation report on all recommendations made in 
the meetings held on 8th July, 2013 at Islamabad and 16th 
& 17th July, at Quetta. 

ii) Details of the payments made on escalation charges by 
the NHA to the Contractors despite withdrawal of 
circular on 15-03-2007 by the Planning & Development 
Division and action taken against the officers of NHA for 
payments made under this head.  

iii) Comprehensive report on issues between NHA and 
FWO/NLC. 

iv) Any other item with permission of the Chair. 

 
2.   The meeting started with the recitation of Holy Quran. After 
welcoming remarks Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman 
Standing Committee enquired about the regularization of the case of Chairman 
NHA.  
 
3.  Mr. Arshad Bhatti Secretary Ministry of Communications informed 
that with the approval of Prime Minister,(who is also incharge of the Ministry of 
Communication) in a meeting of the  new Highway Council held under the 
chairmanship of Minister for Parliamentary affairs and the name of present 
Chairman NHA was approved for which the Establishment Division has issued 
notification accordingly.  
 
4.  Senator Zahid Khan however, enquired about the names of the 
panel, which sent approval for the appointment to the post of Chairman NHA, as 
required under the rules and also recommended by the Committee. 
 
5.  Chairman Standing Committee enquired about whether summary 
for the appointment of Chairman NHA was sent to the Ministry of 
Communications and also about the status of Acting Chairman Highway Council. 
He pointed out that on one hand promotions are not being given to permanent 
employees of NHA and on the other hand the outsiders are being stuffed. He 
advised that all procedure should be followed under the rules as at least names 
of 3 officers should have been sent to the National Highway Council. Senator 
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Zahid Khan and Senator Islamuddin Shaikh also expressed similar views 
however, Mir Hasil Khan Bezinjo recommended that we should move forwarded 
with the directions that in future such acts should not be repeated. Senator 
Hamayun Khan Mandokhel stated that Prime Minister has authorized Minister of 
State for Parliamentary Affairs to chair the meeting of the National Highway 
Council; therefore, we should accept the nomination of Chairman NHA. 
 
6.  Mr. Aftab Ahmed Shaikh, Minister Incharge for the Ministry of 
Communications reiterated his stance, that appointment of the Chairman NHA 
has been ratified in the National Highway Council, and also by the Prime 
Minister; therefore, this chapter may be closed. However, the Members of the 
Standing Committee were not satisfied. Therefore, on the proposal of Senator 
Zahid Khan a 3 Members Sub-Committee was constituted under the Convener 
ship of Senator Islamuddin Shaikh and the other members of the Sub-Committee 
would be Senator Zahid Khand and Senator Hamayun Khan Mandokhel. This 
Committee will submit its report within 10 days, as to whether all codal formalities 
have been fulfilled in the appointment of Chairman NHA or not.  
 
7.  On the issue of making appointment on deputation basis in the 
NHA, Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing Committee 
on Communications stated, that the Committee in its last meeting had advised 
that appointment in the NHA may not be made on deputation basis and the 
cases of already employees, serving on contract basis may be reconsidered. He 
further pointed out that in most of the cases instead of giving promotion to senior 
officials; juniors are given appointments on favoritism basis. For instance recently 
senior most General Manager has been deprived off for giving posting as 
member but a junior officer has been given the assignment. Similarly the case is 
with officials belonging to the Province of Balochistan. He also informed that 
recently a GM has been appointed to the post of General Manager on deputation 
basis, but on the other hand, the senior official, who are working in NHA since 
long have been ignored.  
 
8.  The Secretary Ministry of Communications assured the Committee 
that senior most GM will also be adjusted very soon, and in future promotion / 
appointment will be made from amongst the existing officials of NHA on seniority 
/ merit basis instead of taking persons on deputation basis.  
 
9.  The Committee advised that appointments / promotions may be 
made on merit basis in the NHA and trend of taking officials on deputation basis 
may be finished, so that eligible officers get their right in time. All the Members of 
the Standing Committee expressed their concerns on, denying promotion to the 
existing members of the NHA as the Committee felt them victimized. The 
Committee therefore, advised that the members / whose services have been 
transferred to the Ministry of Communications may be returned back to NHA, as 
their posting in the Ministry of Communications is against the rules. The 
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Committee further advised that all process for giving promotion to the members 
in (BS-21) may be completed at the earliest. 
 
10.  Senator Zahid Khan pointed out that an official serving on contract 
basis has given dual charges as G.M Operation and G.M Lanwari tunnel project, 
resultantly the progress of work is very slow. He therefore, advised that these two 
posts may be given to separate officers.  
 
11.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing 
Committee pointed out that ex-Federal Minister of Communications (being the 
Chairman of National Highway Council) had approved some promotions but 
those officials have not been given promotion so far. He enquired about the legal 
position in this regard.  
 
12.  Senator Hamayun Khan Mandokhel pointed out that a member of 
the NHA has been given the charge of BOT, but no post of member BOT exists 
in the NHA; in this way, he is being victimized as his posting as member BOT is 
illegal. Senator Islamuddin Shaikh also stated that no action is being taken on the 
recommendations of the Standing Committee, as Committee had given direction 
several time for giving promotion to the members of the NHA, but there is no 
progress at all in this regard. The Committee advised that he may be given 
appointment against a regular post of member immediately. The Committee also 
advised to Council, for the transfer orders of a member, who has been 
transferred to Ministry of Communication, as no office of the attached 
department, can be transferred to the Ministry/ Division.  
 
13.  Senator Kamil Ali Agha recommended that all affairs should be run 
in accordance with the provisions of the rules, and there should be no 
unnecessary posting and no one could be made OSD on personal liking or 
disliking. He recommended that no official should be contracted on promotion 
matters as if officer is not interested, he may go home as such officer cannot 
perform his duties efficiently.  
 
14.  Shaikh Aftab Ahmad Minister for Communications agreeing with the 
observations of the members of the Standing Committee assured that no one will 
be deprived of promotion / posting without proper reasons, however, all the 
action will be taken in accordance with rules / regulations.  
 
15.  After detailed discussion on the issue of promotion / transfer / 
posting, Chairman Standing Committee stated that Committee had directed that 
the contractor, who have caused loss to the various projects in the province of 
Balochistan, may be established and action taken against them, but no action 
has been taken so far. Secretary Ministry of Communications informed that 
action is in progress and actions against some contractors have already been 
initiated. 
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16.  On the issue of payments made in the name of escalation charges 
Chairman Standing Committee pointed out that previously, it was informed that 
the letter in this regard has been withdrawn, but now it is being informed that 
letter has not been withdrawn by the NHA so far. Showing his strong concern, he 
stated the letter issued by the Planning Division was withdrawn by that Division in 
November, 2006, but the NHA is still making payment in the light of that letter. He 
therefore, advised to withdraw this letter immediately and to stop making 
payment in this regard. He stated that the main beneficiary of this letter is M/s 
Husnain Cotex, therefore, full recovery may be made from that firm. Senator 
Kamil Ali Agha stated that after the withdrawal of letter by the Planning Division, 
there is no technical problem to withdraw the letter by the NHA, and to stop 
further payments in this regard, as well as recovery of amounts made after the 
withdrawal of the letter.  
 
17.  Member Finance NHA informed that Rs. 248 million have been paid 
to the contractors after the withdrawal of the letter by the Planning Division, 
however out of this Rs. 117 millions have been recovered and the remaining 
amount will also be recovered very soon. Secretary Ministry of Communications 
assured that in future no payment will be made in this regard and the remaining 
amount will be recovered as soon as possible.  
 
18.  The Committee recommended that detail of total payment made in 
this regard as well as action taken against NHA officials, who are responsible for 
not withdrawing of letter and making payment to this end may be submitted to the 
Committee. Senator Mohsin Khan Laghari enquired about the handing of Tool 
Plazas to the contractor, who have deposited the amount to the NHA, but have 
not been give the process of tool plazas so far.  
 
19.  The Secretary Ministry of Communications informed that 
negotiations are being finalized with the officials of NLC / FWO, and this issue 
will be solved very soon.  
 
20.  The Committee advised that as recommended by the Standing 
Committee all tool plazas may be got vacated from the NLC / FWO and may be 
given through open auctioning. On a point raised by Senator Zahid Khan the 
Committee recommended that either E-Tech facility may be extended to every 
tool plazas or it may be finished, as it is giving problems to the Committee.  
 
21.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman Standing 
Committee pointed out that Rs.5 billions were kept for Quetta-Nowshki-Dalbandin 
section during the last 5 years, but there is no reasonable progress of 
maintenance work on the road; and similarly Rs. 11 crores were spent on Quetta 
Airport road, but the road condition is same. He further indicated that the work of 
overlay was done at Khojak Bypass on N-25, but the quality of work is very poor. 
He therefore, advised for taking action against the responsible officials of NHA of 
these projects, and also for taking action against the contractors. Secretary 
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Ministry of Communications assured for the submission of report as soon as 
possible.    
 

*********** 
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   A visit of the Standing Committee on Communications 
(Communications and Postal Services) was conducted under the Chairmanship 
of Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai on 20th September, 2013 of the 
Service Areas at River Indus on M-I and of  Chakri at    M-II.  
 
2.    The issue of encroachment, overcharging and selling of sub 
standard stuff in the service areas of Motorways was discussed in the several 
meetings of the Standing Committee. Accordingly the Standing Committee paid a 
visit to the service areas situated at service areas at River Indus of M-I and that 
of Chakri at M-II. 
 
3.  Senator Zahid Khan had pointed out that illegal construction is 
being made at the river bank in the River Indus service area at M-I. The 
Committee witnessed at site that some portion of river has been filled and 
contractor has illegally made construction other than the authorized area. The 
Project Director at site informed the Committee that he has written letters to the 
contractor in this regard to stop this illegal construction, but the contractor has 
replied that he has moved case in this regard in the NHA. He further informed 
that some portion of land near the river bank was purchased by the NHA, and 
has been handed over to the contractor.  
 
4.  The Committee strongly showing concern on this state of affairs, 
advised to stop the illegal construction work, as filling the river can take the lives 
of the people and also cause damage to the property of the people living, on the 
other side of the river. The Committee also advised that detail of original 
agreement signed between the NHA and contractor, along with the additional 
land purchased from farmers and handed over to contractor with rates 
(purchased / given to contractor) may be provided in the next meeting of the 
Standing Committee. The Committee further advised to take action against the 
officials, who are responsible for this illegal construction. 
 
5.  During the visit at Chakri service area, the Committee advised NHA 
officials to check the price lists regularly and to keep an eye on cleanness/ 
hygiene and standard of food items being sold at restaurants.  
 
6.  On the affairs of agreement signed between NHA and M/s 
DAEWOO Company, the Committee decided to discuss this issue in the next 
meeting of the Standing Committee. 
 

**************
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   A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Communications 
and Postal Services was held under the Chairmanship of Senator Muhammad 
Daud Khan Achakzai on 26th September, 2013 in Parliament House, Islamabad.  
 
2.   Agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

  
1. On the issue (according to NHA Rules & Pakistan 

Engineering Council Act) of appointment of Chairman 
NHA as decided in the meeting of the Standing 
Committee held on 13th September, 2013. 

2. Detail of agreement signed between NHA and contractor 
for the construction of service area at River Indus on M-
I. (All relevant in connection with purchase of additional 
land by NHA, rates on which, this land have been given 
to the contractors).  

3. Detail of agreement between NHA and DAEWOO 
Company for maintaining the service areas of M-II. 

4. Detail of action taken on the recommendations of the 
Standing Committee.  

5. Any other item with the permission of the Chair.  
 
 

3.   After welcoming remarks Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai 
Chairman Standing Committee and all the other present Members of the 
Standing Committee expressed their deep concern on the none-presence of 
Secretary Ministry of Communications and Chairman NHA. Additional Secretary 
Ministry of Communications informed the Committee that on the directions of the 
Prime Minister both the officers have gone to Lahore to meet with Chief 
Secretary Punjab.  
 
4.  The Committee Members were of the view that they should prefer 
to the Committee Members/ meeting instead that of the meeting with Chief 
Secretary, therefore, as a protest, it was decided that the meeting of the Standing 
Committee may be postponed and to meet again on 3rd October, 2013. In the 
meanwhile the Standing Committee constituted a Sub-Committee consisting on 
Senator Islamuddin Shaikh as Convener, Senator Kamil Ali Agha and Senator 
Muhammad Mohsin Khan Laghari as Members of the Sub-Committee to discuss 
all the legal aspects of the appointment of Chairman NHA. The Sub-Committee 
will furnish its report within 7 days.  

 
************ 
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  A meeting of Senate Standing Committee on Communications 
(Communications and Postal Services) was chaired by Senator Muhammad 
Daud Khan Achakzai on 3rd October, 2013 in the Parliament House Islamabad. 
 
2.   Agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

I. On the issue (according to NHA Rules & Pakistan Engineering 
Council Act) of appointment of Chairman NHA as decided in 
the meeting of the Standing Committee held on 13th 
September, 2013. 

II. Details of the agreement signed between NHA and contractor 
for the construction of services area at River Indus on M-I. (All 
relevant in connection with purchase of additional land by 
NHA, rates on which, this land have been given to the 
contractors). 

III. Details of agreement between NHA and DAEWOO Company for 
maintaining the service area of M-II. 

IV. Detail of action taken on the recommendations of the Standing 
Committee. 

V. Any other item with the permission of Chair. 

 
3.   After welcoming, Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, 
Chairman Standing Committee informed about the observations made by Sub 
Committee on Senate Standing Committee on Communications and Postal 
Services regarding the appointment of Chairman NHA. He advised for dealing 
the affairs of the NHA within prescribed legal framework of NHA Act. All the 
Committee members endorsed that the appointment of NHA Chairman should 
have been done through NHA Council as prescribed in NHA Act instead of 
through Establishment Division’s notification as such violation can be challenged 
in the courts of law. 
 
4.  Mr. .Arshad Bhatti, Secretary MOC assured the Committee that in 
future all matters of the NHA would be dealt according to the NHA Act. Mr.Aftab 
Ahmed Shaikh, Minister In-charge Communications also assured for observance 
of rules in future. 
 
5. The Committee advised that assurance in this regard should be submitted 
in black & white. 
 
6. Senator Abdul Ghafoor Haidri stated that recently an officer has been 
appointed in     BPS-20 in NHA on deputation basis after promoting 2 grades, as 
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she was working in BPS-18 in her parent organization. He pointed out that it is 
the violation of the Committee recommendations and the rules as well. 
 
7.  The Secretary MOC informed the Committee that due to departmental 
requirement her services were hired on deputation basis thus she was given one 
step above as according to notification of the Establishment Division, she was 
working in BPS-19 in her parent organization. 
 
8. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing Committee 
advised to provide the copy of the notification from Establishment Division. 
 
9. Senator Nisar Muhammad khan pointed out that illegal encroachment has 
been observed during the Committee’s visit to River Indus service area. He 
informed that double tiers boundary has also been fenced in that area. Senator 
Abdul Ghafoor Haidri pointed out that in some area of Indus Service Area; the 
encroachment has been done to move the direction of the flow of River Indus, 
which may be dangerous to the lives of the peoples and their crops.  Senator 
Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai enquired about the details of the concession 
regarding construction of service areas at River Indus (M-I) and also proposed 
actions against the illegal encroachment in that area. Senator Mukhtiar Ahmad 
Damrah pointed out that P.D of the project has informed the Committee that he 
has forbidden the contractor to stop the illegal construction, but the fact is that 
the construction is still going on that site. Senator Kamil ali Agha also 
recomended that action may be taken on the illegal constructions in river indus 
service area.  
 
10.  The Committee advised that all illegal construction may be stopped 
forth with and G.M, M-I may ensure to stop the illegal construction in future. 
 
11.  Mr Barghzai, GM NHAinformed that NHA has signed a 15 years 
concession agreement with M/s Petrosin for Indus River Services in 2010, which 
may generate the revenue of Rs.1277 million and construction work would be 
completed in May 2014. He informed that directions have been issued for the 
removal of the encroachment.   Secretary MOC informed that areas owned by 
NHA would be fenced with razor wire. 
 
12.   About the agreement in between NHA and M/s Daewoo Pakistan 
Motorway Services Limited for the maintenance of the service area of M-2, the 
Committee was informed that an agreement was signed on BOT basis for 15 
years in 1997. 
 
13.  Senator Mohsin Ali Khan Leghari enquired about the projected number of 
the vehicles which may use M-2 and any study conducted for the expected 
revenue from that trafficking/ mobility for Government of Pakistan and also 
current status of the agreement between NHA and M/s Daewoo Pakistan 
Motorway Services Limited. 
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14. The NHA official informed that 15000 vehicles have been projected to use 
M-2 for the transportation, while there are no details available in the financial 
model of NHA for this project. He further indicated that despite expiry/ maturity of 
this agreement the company is enjoying the benefits of the contract due to stay 
order from ICC Court of Arbitration. NHA is contesting the case in the court by 
hiring the services of prominent lawyers from Pakistan, and hopeful the issue 
would be settled down very soon. 
 
15.  Senator Kamil Ali Agha suggested to rectify the violations which are being 
committed by M/s Daewoo Pakistan Motorway Services Limited in services area 
in order to strengthen NHA stance against the concessionaire in ICC court. He 
also suggested to investigate the sub lease parties of M/s Daewoo Pakistan 
Motorway Services Limited, as it is supposed that it has sub leased its own 
sponsored parties, which is an example of violation of agreement. 
 
16.  The Secretary MOC indicated that due to weak supervisory role of NHA 
officials in M-2 service areas, such loopholes have emerged. He assured the 
committee that an inter department inquiry would be conducted to analyze the 
sub lease agreement details and identify the violations which are being 
committed in service areas.  He also informed to reconsider the composition of 
its legal team to hire law expert of international caliber. 
 
17.  The Secretary MOC, answering the question asked by Senator Mohsin 
Khan Leghari regarding the NHA issue with NLC told that on his suggestion to 
Ministry of Planning and Development Division to oversee this issue, a meeting 
was held with the top officials of NLC/ FWO, and MOC was assured by the 
FWO/NLC that they are interested to resolve all the issues amicably. 
 
18.  The Committee was informed that following actions has been taken in the 
light of the Standing Committee recommendations; 

a) Rs.248 million have been paid to the contractors in terms of 
escalation charges, after the withdrawal of the letter by the 
Planning Division, however out of this Rs.117 million have 
been recovered so far and the Committee would be updated 
after every development in this regard. 

b) Out of total deputationists, 18 have been repatriated to their 
parent organizations and in case of promotion; no 
deputationists would be superseded over the regular 
employees.  

c) A circular has been issued for holding the Board meeting for 
due promotion of eligible employees of all cadres and grades 
after fulfilling the requirements. 
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d) The Chairman NHA has directed for continuous maintenance 
of NHA` 11,500 KM long infrastructure. 

19.  After detailed deliberation the Committee made following 
recommendations; 

I. All illegal construction may be stopped at Indus River 
Service area and G.M (M-I) may be advised for proper 
monitoring of service area according to original agreement 
signed with the company and action may be taken for illegal 
construction. 

II. The Minister in charge and Secretary MOC may also visit all 
the service areas of M-I & M-2. 

III. An inter departmental inquiry may be conducted to check the 
price and quality of the food stuff sold in the service areas of 
M-1 & M-2, and within 15 days the details of actions 
suggested and implemented in this regard furnished to the 
Committee.  

IV. The details of the province wise ongoing projects and the 
estimated costs and their current status may be submitted. 

V. The report about the Kalar Kahar damaged bridge and its 
design layout may be submitted. 

VI. Appreciating the agreement signed on BOT basis for Indus 
River Service Area for taking revenue of 1.5 billion, therefore 
similar steps may also be taken for revenue generation on M-
2 Service Areas. 

VII. In future, appointment to the post of Chairman NHA should 
be made in accordance with the provision of National 
Highway Act 1991. 

VIII. Appointment on deputation basis may be made on need 
basis and according to quota fixed in the NHA recruitment 
policy. 

IX. Promotions to all eligible officers may be made on priority 
basis. 

 
************ 
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  Senate Standing Committee on Communications (Communications 
and Postal Services) chaired by Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai on 
22nd October, 2013 in the Parliament House Islamabad discussed the following 
agenda points:- 
 

I. Detail of total budget allocation for the NHA and mechanism 
its utilization province wise/project wise. 

II. Detail of all projects completed during the last 10 years. 

III. Detail of funds provided by ADB and World Bank during the 
last 10 years. 

IV. Present state of affairs of bridges at Kalar Kahar as pointed 
out in the meeting of the Standing Committee. 

V. Update position on the recommendations of the last Standing 
Committee meeting. 

VI. Update position of the appointments of 71 posts in the 
Motorway Police. 

VII. Any other item with the permission of Chair. 

2.   After welcoming remarks, Senator Daud Khan Achakzai and other 
members of the Standing Committee showing their strong concern on the late 
submission of working papers by the Ministry of Communications / NHA, advised 
that the working papers may be submitted well before time in future, for the 
proper study of the members of the Standing Committee otherwise the matter 
would be brought in the notice of responsible authorities.  The officials of Ministry 
of Communications and NHA assured for compliance.  

3.   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee advised to provide the detail of province-wise allocation in the PSDP 
for the projects of NHA.  Chairman, NHA and officials of Planning Division 
informed that previously allocations in the PSDP were made on one line basis.  
However with the approval of National Economic Council (NEC), the allocation 
has been made project wise, and no allocation has been made on province-
basis.  He informed that Rs.63 billions have been allocated for NHA during 
current financial year.  It was further informed that out of Rs.63 billions about 32 
billions are in local currency while Rs.30 billions are in foreign currency, and in 
case of non-utilization of funds on a specific project, the amount allocated for that 
project is returned back to Planning Division, because NHA can not spend that 
amount on any other project.  
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4.   All the Committee members were of the view that in stead of 
starting of new schemes, NHA should complete the on-going projects to avoid 
escalation charges etc.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman 
Standing Committee stated that in the past the funds allocated for a province 
were utilized in other province on the directions of Prime Minister/ President, 
therefore, allocation of one province may not be spent in the projects of any other 
province in future.  He pointed out that major projects started in the province of 
Balochistan since long have not been completed, and resultantly people of that 
province and the country are facing problems due to non-completion of these 
projects in time.  He also informed that only 2% of allocated amount have been 
spent on various schemes in Balochistan.  He inquired about the fate of 
remaining amount allocated in the previous budget for various schemes in the 
province of Balochistan.  He vehemently argued that instead of launching new 
projects; priority should be given to the completion of on-going schemes.  He 
further stated that as a result of non-completion of these projects in time, heavy 
loss is being caused to the national exchequer.  Senator Muhammad Hamayun 
Khan Mandokhel recommended that allocation should be made for equitable 
development of each province.   
 
5.   Senator Moulana Abdul Ghafoor Haideri stated that according to 
Constitution, share and rights of each province may be given to the province and 
the Committee should point out the violation of rights/share of any province.  He 
further noted that in spite of keeping amount for projects in the PSDP, these are 
not being completed in time like Gwadar - Ratodero project and Karachi- Quetta- 
Chaman etc.   Senator Kamil Ali Agha recommended that every province should 
be given its due share.  Senator Muhammad Zahid Khan also recommended, 
that the share of one province may not be shifted to any project of other province.  
He stated that project of Hassanabdal - Mansehra was started in 1992 but it has 
not been completed as yet.  Senator Muhammad Mohsin Khan Leghari also 
endorsed the views of other Honourable members regarding due shares of 
federating units.  He pointed out that nothing has been mentioned about the 
allocation of funds of any province in 18th Amendment and NFC Award.  He 
stated that about 92% amount is being spent on on-going projects while only 8% 
has been kept for new projects.   
 
6.   Senator Islamuddin Shaikh opined that Committee should ensure 
proper utilization of funds allocated for each project in spite of discussion on 
allocation of funds for the provinces.   Mir Hashil Khan Bizenjo recommended 
that proposals may not be finalized on the such international commitments, which 
are still in pipelines, as non-availability of funds in time creates embarrassment 
for the government and problems for the people. He inquired about the detail of 
work on Karachi-Chaman and Gwadar connectivity projects.    
 
7.   Officials of NHA gave the detail of work on various projects in the 
country.  Chairman NHA informed that land for Hassanabdal - Mansehra has 
been acquired and contract would be awarded very soon.  About Gwadar 
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connectivity project, he informed that Pakistan-China working group has been 
established for the construction of this economic corridor and the work will be 
started by the FWO very soon.    He informed that efforts are being made to take 
loans as well as donations from China, as China is major beneficiary of fully 
functions of Gwadar Port.  
 
8.   On point raised by Senator Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo, regarding 
Khuzdar - Retodero road, the Chairman NHA informed that FWO will start this 
project very soon, which will be completed by June, 2014.  Regarding a query 
about Wango-Khuzdar project asked by Senator Moulana Abdul Ghafoor Haideri, 
the Chairman NHA informed that construction work on this project would be 
started shortly.   
 
9.   The Chairman NHA informed that sufficient funds are available and 
after fulfilling, the requirements of PPRA rules, the construction work will be 
started in the first week of November 2013.    
 
10.   After detailed discussion on this subject, the Committee advised to 
provide detail of province wise allocation of funds in the next meeting of the 
Committee.  The Committee also advised that instead of initiating new projects 
priority should be given to the completion of on-going projects.  The Committee 
specially advised that Gwadar connectivity project and Quetta-Chaman-Karachi 
road may be completed as soon as possible as the economic future of the 
country lies with the completion of these projects.  The Committee further 
advised that strict disciplinary action may be initiated against all the contractors 
who did not complete the work in time and caused loss to the tune of millions of 
rupees to the national exchequer. It was also recommended that detail of such 
contractors along with detail of amount which were not completed in time may be 
provided to the Committee.  The Committee advised that full detail of projects 
started/ completed / present status of these projects during the last ten years 
indicating time of starting the project, and date of completion as well as the total 
cost of the project.  It was also recommended that in case of left over work on 
any project due to corruption and bad governance, proper action may be taken 
against the contractors and the responsible officers of NHA.  The Committee also 
advised that project wise detail of amount given by the ADP and World Bank may 
also be provided.  
 
11.   On the appointment of an Grade-18 officer to the post of GM (B-
20), Additional Secretary, Ministry of Communications (MOC) informed the 
Committee that Establishment Division has issued transfer orders of concerned 
officer for appointment to the post of GM(Admin) in the NHA. However Senator 
Daud Khan Achakzai and other members of the Standing Committee were of the 
view that an officer serving in grade-18 cannot be appointed against the post of 
BS-20.  They therefore advised that as these orders are illegal, therefore transfer 
orders may be withdrawn immediately, and appointment to the post of 
G.M.(Admn) be made from amongst the existing eligible officers of NHA and a 
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compliance report in this regard be submitted immediately to the Standing 
Committee.  
 
12.   On the promotion of officers from BS-17 to 21 in the NHA, the 
officials of MOC and NHA informed that the process of awarding promotion has 
been started and promotions will be given to all eligible officers within shortest 
possible time.  The Committee members showing serious concern about the 
stance of the MOC and NHA, stated that promotion have not been given to the 
eligible officers on one pretext or the other although the Committee has given 
clear recommendations in this regard about nine to ten months earlier.  The 
committee therefore advised that a compliance report regarding giving promotion 
to the all the posts either in preview of NHA, Secretary MOC or under the 
authority of Federal Minister for Communications or National Highway Council 
may be given up to 22nd November, 2013 positively.  Mr.Aftab Sheikh, Minister-
In-charge for Communications and all the officials of MOC/NHA assured for 
compliance.     
 
13.   The Members of the Standing Committee also raised serious 
objections to the non-implementation on all the recommendations of the Standing 
Committee.  Senator Nisar Muhammad stated that rules are being violated by the 
Ministry/NHA, but no action is being taken in this regard.  He proposed that in 
case of non-implementation on the recommendations of the Standing Committee, 
the matter may be referred to the House.  All the other committee members also 
endorsed his views.  Accordingly the Committee advised that in case of non-
implementation on the recommendations of the Standing Committee, the case 
will be referred to the House in future. It was also directed that the detail of action 
taken on the recommendations of the Standing Committee may be provided for 
the perusal of the members.  
 
14.    Senator Muhammad Mohsin Khan Leghari inquired about the 
criteria fixed for the establishment of Toll Plazas on the Highways.  He also 
inquired about the utilization of revenues being generated through these toll 
plazas.  Senator Kamil Ali Agha stated that the Committee gave 
recommendations on many occasions for giving detail of revenue being 
generated and utilized through toll plazas, but NHA is not providing the requisite 
information.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee pointed out that as a result of establishment of two toll plazas within 
the area of 30 km at Fateh Jangh – Jand, road the people of the area are facing 
problems.  He therefore directed NHA high-ups to look into it. The Member 
(Finance), NHA informed that Toll Plazas are established on the 
Highway/Motorways for the collection of amount spent for the maintenance work.  
He further informed that presently the amount is not being spent in the area, 
which is being collected from the Toll Plaza. He also assured to look into the 
issue of two toll plazas operational on Fateh Jang- Jand road within the area of 
30 km.  The Committee advised that priority may be given to spend the amount 
on the area where the amount is being collected.  However left-over amount can 
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be spent for maintenance work of other areas also.  It was therefore decided that 
in the next meeting of the Standing Committee, this will be discussed as an 
agenda item.  
 
16.   Senator Nisar Muhammad pointed out that work on Malakand 
Takht Bai Road may be started on urgent basis.  The NHA officials assured for 
the compliance.  Senator Zahid Khan recommended that Motorway Police should 
take action on the encroachment being made on the road side within the area of 
national highways/ motorways.  He also recommended that work on Kalam Road 
may be completed at the earliest.  He inquired about the construction of link road 
for the new Airport as being reported that the original design of the road is being 
changed.  Secretary MOC informed that no decision has been taken on the 
construction of road network for the new Airport Islamabad as yet. NHA officials 
assured that work on Kalam Road will be completed in 2014 and IG Motorways 
Police assured that action will be taken on the proposals given by Senator 
Muhammad Zahid Khan.  
 
17.   IG Motorways Police informed that appointment to the 71 posts in 
the Motorway Police has been made after fulfillment of all requisite 
conditions/criteria and the officials appointed after getting proper training, are 
performing their duties on various posts.  
 
 

*********** 
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  A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Communications 
and Postal Services was held under the Chairmanship of Senator Muhammad 
Daud Khan Achakzai on 8th November, 2013 in Parliament House, Islamabad.    
 

2.   Agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

1. Detail of budgetary allocation of Motorways Police for the 
year 2013-14 in the PSDP also amount being received from 
other sources, and its finalization/ utilization. 

2. Discussion on security situation and patrolling on the 
National Highways. 

3. Steps being taken for the modernization of Pakistan Post 
throughout the country. 

4. Latest position of the appointment of 171 persons under the 
Aghaz-e-Haqooqe- Balochistan package in Pakistan Post.  

5. Actions taken on the recommendations of Standing 
Committee made in previous meetings. 

6. Any other item with the permission of the Chair. 

 
3.   After welcoming remarks Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai 
Chairman Standing Committee enquired about detail of budgetary allocation of 
Motorways Police for the year 2013-14 in the PSDP and also amount being 
received from other sources along with its utilization. 
 
4.  Mr. Zubair Ahmed Hashmi, Deputy IG Motorways Police informed 
the Committee that Rs. 27.94 million allocated for Motorways Police in PSDP for 
the year 2013-14,is being utilized on the ongoing projects, which can be 
completed subject to availability/ sanctioning of the funds in time. He also 
informed that Rs. 4016 million have been received from other sources, out of 
which 70% is being utilized/ spent for the pay and allowance and the rest of 
(30%) for other than aforementioned item(s). He further informed that 50% of fine 
money collected by NH & MP, is being utilized on raising Road Safety 
awareness/ Campaign, 25% is for rewarding the officers and the rest of 25 % is 
being spent on the welfare of the employees, in order to motivate and positive 
reinforcement of the employees.  
 
5.  The Chairman standing Committee suggested that as there are 
scarce resources, therefore in spite of starting new projects, MP should be on 
more focus on completion of ongoing project(s) rather than launching new 
projects because incomplete projects hamper government performance. 
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6.  The members advised to provide detail of province wise budgetary 
allocation and spending in the next meeting of the Standing Committee. 
 
7.   Senator Hamayun Khan Mandokhel indicated that as Balochistan is 
the largest  province with sparsely population and resultantly probability of theft, 
kidnapping and other criminal activities are common on the highways as 
compared to other areas especially on Quetta- Zhob and Quetta- Chaman roads. 
Therefore, there is urgent need of ensuring safety of life and the property of the 
people traveling on these highways by deploying more MP personnel. The 
Chairman Standing Committee showing concern pointed out that there is no 
patrolling on newly built roads in Balochistan, due to worst law and order 
situation in the area. 
 
8.   Deputy IG Motorways Police informed the Committee that after the 
establishment of Motorway Police in 1997, no additional resources in terms of 
both financial and human resources have been provided. Conversely, in last 15 
years the tasks domain of MP has been increased manifold. He further informed 
that the summary for appointment of 259 employees against the existing and 
vacant posts has been moved to Prime Minister. Besides this a proposal for the 
creation of new 1500 posts has been sent to the competent authority in order to 
perform its presumed role effectively by ensuring safety and security on the 
highways. He however informed that the integrated strategy has been chalked 
out by liaison with different provincial security authorities. He stated that new 
automatic weapons are also being provided to MP. Secretary MOC addressing 
the concerns raised by the Chairman Standing Committee, informed that newly 
built roads are not fully under the domain of MP. He therefore, requested the 
Committee for recommendation of handing over these roads to MP in order to 
ensure their safety and security. 
 
9.  Mr. Zubair Ahmed Hashmi, Deputy IG Motorways Police briefing 
about the safety and security situation on highways, stated that with the consent 
of different provincial as well as federal law enforcement agencies, the 
coordinated and integrated strategy and action plan is being developed in order 
to make safe and secure traveling on the motorways and highways. He informed 
that video recording of intercity buses is being done and quick response force 
has been deployed in sensitive areas. The Committee was also informed that 
huge public awareness campaign about road safety and security has been 
launched by utilizing amount received in terms of fine money to educate the 
passengers. Resultantly traveling on highways is more safe and secure and in 
view of this effort, crime rate on the highways has been decreased significantly. 
He informed that the project of installation of CCTV cameras at toll plaza (s) is in 
the pipeline. 
 
10.  Senator Rozi Khan Kakar informed that in last few months, about 
18 causalities have been reported on highways in Balochistan but no safety 
measures have been taken to avoid such tragic incidents in future. Besides, no 
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ambulance service is being provided in shortest time on the sites of accidents 
which can decrease the number of causalities.  
 
11.     Secretary MOC addressing the observations of Senator Rozi Khan 
Kakar assured that steps would be initiated to provide ambulances and other 
logistics support on the accident sites in short time in order to minimize the 
probability of causalities. 
 
12.   The committee appreciated the comprehensive briefing and the 
details provided to the Committee by Deputy IG Motorway police and also 
showed satisfaction on the current performance of MP. It further recommended 
to take necessary steps to avoid fatal accidents on the highways and improving 
further performance. 
 

13.    On the issue of road safety due to overloading by goods 
transporters. Secretary MOC informed that a meeting was held amongst the 
Ministry and the goods transporters headed by the Chief Secretary Sindh in 
Karachi, and it was decided that the goods would be loaded up to excel load and 
with the close liaison between aforementioned parties to ensure the compliance 
with the restriction of excel load.  
 

14.   After the detailed discussion/ deliberations, the Committee 
recommended:- 
 

a) Detail about the new recruitment made on provincial basis 
may be provided. 

b) The MOC should express the concerns of the Standing 
Committee to all concerned about the non-appointment of 
259 employees from existing strength and for giving 
permission for creation of new 1500 posts as per the 
requirement of the Motorway Police. 

c) All possible steps should be taken to stop encroachment 
alongside the National Highways and stop stealing of 
Government assets from the MP/ NHA. 

d) The trend of overloading must be discourged through strict 
measures for the safety of road network in the country. 

e) P&D/ Finance division should release the allocated funds on 
priority basis for the completion of ongoing projects in time. 

f) For ensuring the road safety, toll plazas and weigh machines 
should be built on newly constructed roads especially in 
Balochistan in order to avoid overloading on the road and 
increasing the revenue. 

g) Detail of the amount received during the last five years may 
be furnished.  

h) The feasibility report of any project may be approved only 
after the arrangement of the funds and more focus should be 
given on the completion of ongoing projects rather than 
launching new ones. 
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i) The completion dates of the projects may be deliberated and 
should be completed by that date. 

 
15.  On the agenda item of steps taken for the updating and 
modernization of Pakistan Post throughout the country, the Committee was 
informed that in all 83 GPO(s), expansion of express mail track and trace system 
(EMTTS) have been introduced which will help to track and trace the booked 
article by the customers and by the management also which will be helpful for the 
oversight of the performance as business of the Pakistan post. Furthermore, the 
Committee was informed about the centralized software solution which may be 
effective to perform several tasks related to the utility bills collection, distribution 
of the amount of BISP and Child support program etc. Pakistan Postal Authorities 
also informed about the computerization of military pension program, which may 
help pensioners in better and convenient way. DG Pakistan Post informed about 
the agreement with the Daewoo Bus Service for the urgent cargo/ articles 
delivery in time. 
 
16.  Senator Kamil Ali Agha showing concern about the steps initiated 
by Pakistan Post pointed that these technologies are obsolete as these were 
introduced by the private couriers a decade ago. He further stated that no 
remarkable/ significant improvement is being seen in the delivery system of 
Pakistan Post which is an important component of this process. He commented 
that Pakistan Post is an institute of identity of the nation, but it has not performed 
its role properly and effectively. As a result the private couriers have acquired 
huge business by adopting latest technology. The Committee Members however, 
appreciating the steps taken for the facilitation of pensioners, directed for 
mentoring and training of the employees who are entertaining the pensioners. 
 
17.  The committee was informed that the advertisement about services 
of the Pakistan Post will be started on electronic media as well as in the print 
media; and in this regard the advertisement film has been prepared by a private 
party through floating tender on merit. Senator Kamil Ali Agha suggested that 
Pakistan Post should make advertisement directly for hiring the services of the 
production houses in order to cut the cost. 
 
18.  DG Postal Services, informed that after the vacation of stay order 
by NIRC Quetta, the advertisement has been published in the print media for 
recruiting 171 persons under the Aghaz-e-Haqooq-e Balochistan on 5th of 
November 2013. 
 
19.  The Committee advised that if any irregularity have been committed 
in the appointment of the employees, it should be rectified. The Committee also 
recommended that preference should be given in appointment to locals for lower 
posts. 
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20.  On the suggestion of Standing Committee, secretary MOC assured 
that in future, the employees of BPS-02 to BPS-07 will be appointed in their 
home districts. 
 
21.  After discussion the Committee made following 
recommendations:- 

i. The delivery system of Pakistan Post may be improved. 
ii. For the urgent delivery of article/ disposal, the agreement 

may also be done with other domestic/ local intercity bus 
services along with Daewoo Company, for cutting the cost. 

iii. In order to resolve the complaints of the consumers, the 
complaint centers may be opened in the capital cities of the 
provinces and details of the complaints and actions taken 
may also be provided. 

iv. The Committee will pay surprise visits to different GPO (s) 
for the oversight of the affairs of Pakistan Post.  

v. Steps should be taken for the provision of seven services to 
the customers in all over the country as early as possible. 

*********** 
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  A meeting of the Senate Standing Committee on Communications 
and Postal Services was chaired by Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai 
on 19th November, 2013 in Parliament House, Islamabad.  
 
2.   Agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

i. Detail of recommendations of the Standing Committee, which 
had not been implemented so far with reasons. 

ii. Detail of project wise allocation of funds in all the provinces in 
the current PSDP and project wise utilization and present 
status thereof.  

iii. Detail of blacklisted companies by NHA so far during last 10 
years and amount outstanding against these companies. 

iv. Finalization and allocation of AMP for the year 2012-13, 2013-
14. 

v. Discussion on alleged corruption and award of contract in 
weigh machines installed on Motorways/National Highways (as 
reported in the media). 

6. Any other item with the permission of the Chair. 

3.   The meeting started with the recitation of Holy Quran. After 
welcoming remarks Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai Chairman 
Standing Committee enquired about the detail of project wise allocation of funds 
in all provinces in current PSDP, project wise utilization and present status 
thereof. 
 
4.  Mr. Maroof Afzal, Chairman NHA gave information about the 
province wise allocation:- 
   
Provinces  PSDP Allocation 2013-14 PSDP utilization till 30th 

Oct 13 
Punjab 25% 21% 
Sindh 22% 17% 
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa 24% 22% 
Balochistan 20% 13% 
Gilgit Balistan 9% 27% 
 
5.  Senator Zahid Khan pointed out that allocated funds are not 
properly utilized to complete the ongoing projects, such as Lawari Tunnel and 
Malakand Tunnel projects, as contract of Malakand Tunnel was awarded in 2010 
but work could not be started so far. He further commented that allocated funds 
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for one province are being utilized in other provinces. He enquired about the 
current status and payments made so far for the Hassanabadal-Havelian 
Mansehra Expressway (E-35). Senator Daud Khan Achakzai suggested that 
allocated funds must be utilized only on the projects of that province in case of 
not utilization of funds on a specific project. 
 
6.  The Chairman NHA informed that projects are completed in 
different phases, subject to availability of the funds, for example Rs.4 billion were 
requested for the completion of Lawari Tunnel, but only Rs.1 billion have been 
released.  He further informed that talks with Provincial Government of KPK for 
financial support and safety of Lawari Tunnel and other NHA projects are in 
progress, as these projects would be the assets of KPK Government after 
completion.  He also informed that allocated funds of any province can’t be 
utilized in other provinces. He informed that for 110 KM long Hassanabadal - 
Havelian - Mansehra Expressway (E-35), land has been acquired, while Rs.1.19 
billion has been released so far and additional Rs.3.93 billion are needed for the 
completion of that project. He further informed that ADB, which is sponsor of that 
project, was requested for $350 million, out of which $ 200 has been received 
and the rest of amount will be provided during next year, whereas construction 
work may be started in June 2014.  Secretary MOC assured that project of 
Lawari Tunnel would be completed very soon and steps would also be taken for 
safety and deployment of quick response force for the project.  
 
7.  Senator Mohsin Leghari indicated that no significant progress has 
been observed so far in the project of Rakhi Gaj - Bewata (N-70). He enquired 
about the status of aforementioned project.  He also enquired about the initiatives 
taken for the capacity building of NHA employees. 
 
8.  GM, NHA informed that the first phase of Rakhi Gaj-Bewata (N-70) 
has been completed with the aid of JICA and also using its latest machinery, 
while tender would be floated after the allocation/ provision funds by the Federal 
Government/ PSDP for second phase, as its costs has also been increased due 
to exchange rate. The Chairman NHA informed that the projects such as “Design 
and Feasibilities Studies” and “Establishment of Highway Research and Training 
Center (HRTC)” are being initiated to improve the capacity building of the NHA 
employees/ officers with the support of Government of Japan. He further 
informed that these facilities would be equipped with the latest technology and 
specific training modules in order to refine the skills of NHA Officers/officials. He 
further informed that these projects would be completed/ very soon. However 
currently trainings are being conducted for various cadres.  
 
9.  The GM NHA answering the query asked by Senator Hamayun 
Khan Mandokhel regarding the excess cost for any sponsored/ foreign funded 
NHA project informed that the first phase of any foreign funded project is 
completed with the foreign support, while the rest of the phases are completed 
through domestic funding by allocations in PSDP.  
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10.  Secretary MOC answering the query asked by Senator Muhammad 
Daud Khan Achakzai regarding the mechanism for provincial allocations in 
PSDP, informed that the projects are proposed after the meetings with Chief 
Executives and others stakeholders of all provinces with P&D. 
 
11.   Senator Mohammad Hamayun Khan Mandokhel pointed that many 
ongoing projects were approved during tenure of previous government by 
focusing on some areas, therefore NHA/ MOC should consult with province to 
provide funds for the completion of these projects as these are the assets of the 
provinces and do not fall in the domain of NHA. 
 
12.  On the observation of Senator Kamil Ali Agha about Economic 
Corridor from Gwadar to Kashigar, the Chairman NHA informed that pre-
feasibility / PC-II of this important project has been completed and after 
correspondence with various parties/ departments, PC-I would be forwarded to P 
&D for approval. 
 
13.  Senator Kamil Ali Agha suggested that good planning of roads can 
save the money of the peoples in terms of fuel. He also suggested for the 
alignment of the roads for the new scheme about approach roads to new Benazir 
Bhutto International Airport (BBIA). Senator Mohammad Hamayun Khan 
Mandokhel endorsing the suggestion of Senator Kamil Ali Agha advised that 
during designing of the roads for the aforementioned project, alignment of roads 
may be from safe areas and low mileage/ short distance etc. 
 
14.  The Secretary MOC assured that all the suggestions of the 
Members will be considered in the planning of the project of Economic Corridor 
for uplift of social, economic and financial condition of the country.  He also 
informed that alignment of roads for new BBIA will be planned in consultation 
with other relevant stakeholders such as CDA, RDA and Civil Aviation Authority 
etc.  
 
15.    The Chairman NHA agreeing with the observation of Senator 
Mohammad Hamayun Khan Mandokhel regarding the damage to Bewata-
Khajuri-Wiagum Rud (N-70) road by NLC, that it is supervisory failure, assured 
that NHA is thinking to repair the 4 damaged sections of that road by spending its 
own funds.  He further informed that the remaining phases of that project will be 
completed after the recovery of outstanding amount from NLC.  The Committee 
advised for updating the Committee about the amount received from NLC in this 
regard. 
 
16.  Senator Mohammad Hamayun Khan pointed out that there are 
security and payment issues with the contractors of Qilla Abdullah- Chaman (M-
8) sections, therefore proposed to facilitate local contractors in stead of 
approaching to foreign donor agencies like ADB and USAID. Secretary MOC 
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directed GM NHA to meet the affected contractors and immediately resolve their 
issues.  
 
17.  Senator Mohammad Hamayun Khan Mandokhel showing his 
concerns on the progress of the Gwadar-Turbat-Hoshab and Khuzdar-
Shahdadkot-Ratodero roads informed that the contracts were finalized in year 
2005 but there is no progress on ground so far.  He recommended that if the 
work on any project is stopped due to any reason other than funds, the allocated 
funds of that project may be utilized on the other incomplete/ ongoing projects of 
that province. Chairman Standing Committee endorsing Senator Mohammad 
Hamayun Khan Mandokhel indicated that it has been noted that the work on the 
ongoing projects is started after the intervention of the Committee and the 
general impression is that affairs of NHA in Balochistan are being run by NHA 
HQ, Islamabad whereas condition of roads in Balochistan is so worst that out of 
1250K.M of under construction roads, construction work on 850 K.M has been 
abandoned. 
 
18.  The Chairman NHA informed that due to multifarious hurdles like 
law & order situation, shortage of the funds and floods, delay is caused in the 
completion of roads. However, he informed that serious steps are being taken in 
order to complete all ongoing projects in Balochistan. The Secretary MOC 
assured that the details regarding progress of work on these projects on 
permanent basis would be provided to the Committee. The Chairman NHA 
answering a query by Senator Daud Khan Achakzai submitted before the 
Committee that the land for Zhob-Mughalkot has been acquired but as no 
alignment and land acquisition policy prevalent in Balochistan, funds by ADB 
have not been released so far. However deliberations and initiatives are in 
progress to avail the ADB loan before effectiveness of time bar restriction. 
 
19.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai pointed out that no 
maintenance work has been started on the roads of the provision of Balochistan, 
despite the allocation/ sanction of maintenance budget for the year 2012-13. He 
enquired about the detail of funds spent on the maintenance of the roads in 
Balochistan by NHA so far. 
 
20.  The Secretary MOC informed that Rs.1.2 billion has been spent on 
the maintenance of the roads. He further informed that for the right usage of 
maintenance budget, the Regional GMs are being empowered to deal with the 
maintenance work directly. The Chairman NHA answering the query asked by 
Senator Mohsin Khan Leghari, informed that the maintenance of M-I, project is in 
pipeline of NHA, and the agreement would be awarded on BOT basis for the 
whole maintenance of M-I very soon. 
 
21.  On the agenda item of weight machine, the Committee was 
informed that the cases of corruption are under the probe of NAB. The Chairman 
NHA informed that for the safety of roads in Balochistan, steps are being taken 
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for the installation/ establishment of weight machine stations, thus procurement 
has been done in this regard. 
 
22.  The Chairman Standing Committee suggested that till the 
installation of weigh machines, the mobile weigh machine may be used to avoid 
damage of roads from over- loading and ensuring axle load restriction.  
 
23.  The Committee was informed about E-Tagging, that the pilot 
project of  E-Tagging system has been installed at Rawat and it is being 
extended to almost all exchanges.  Senator Zahid Khan recommended that NHA 
and NADRA with mutual consultation may improve and develop E-Tagging 
system. 
 
24.  The Chairman Standing Committee showing concerns indicated 
that despite blacklisting M/S Hasnain & Co., it is being awarded new contracts, 
which is violation of the existing rules.   Chairman NHA assured that the list of 
blacklisted as well as debarred companies and the amount outstanding against 
those companies would be provided. He also assured that punitive/ disciplinary 
actions would be taken against the responsible officers involved in such 
violations. 
 
25.   After the detailed deliberations, the Committee made following 
recommendations; 

I. MOC may approach Government of Punjab for the provisions of 
funds against the NHA Projects in the province, which do no fall 
in the domain of NHA. 

II. All the projects may be designed by applying the prescribed 
standards of NHA. 

III.  The planning/ feasibilities reports of the projects may be done 
with the objective of the welfare of the peoples. 

IV. The maintenance work N-45 & N-95 may be carried out on the 
priority basis. 

V. FWO and NLC may be awarded contracts for Toll 
Plazas/construction of roads in limited/specific 
areas/sites/projects. 

VI. Necessary arrangements may be made for the payment of dues of 
petty contractors in the province of Balochistan specially against 
black listed contractors.  

VII. Detail may be provided about the starting and completion of the 
projects in the provision of Balochistan. 
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VIII. The funds of any suspended/ stopped project may be diverted to 
any other project of that province only and may not be transferred 
to other provinces at any cost. 

IX. Detail about the amount allocated and utilized on the project of 
Kalat-Quetta-Chaman may be provided. 

X. Supervision of maintenance work may be given to the concerned 
GMs, for proper monitoring and early completion of the work. 

XI. NHA and NADRA with mutual consultation may improve, develop 
and install E-Tagging system especially at Fateh Jung, Swabi & 
Charsadda with immediate effect. 

XII. Till the establishment of weigh machines, temporarily the mobile 
weight stations may be used to avoid overloading and ensure the 
safety of roads. 

XIII. The encroachment made on the river bank in the service area of 
Indus River may be removed, without waste of time. 

XIV. The actions may be taken against the responsible involved in 
awarding contracts to blacklisted companies like M/S Hussnain & 
Co and others. 

XV. Members of the Standing Committee appreciating the initiatives 
taken by the NHA for the capacity building and making NHA as 
sophisticated organization advised that all projects in this regard 
may be completed on priority basis.  

XVI. The promotion to all the posts of 17-18, 18-19, 19-20 & 20-21 in 
NHA (Cadre-wise) may be ensured, as committed by the NHA in 
the meeting of Standing Committee, if there is stay order of any 
court against some Caders.  

 
************** 
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  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai chaired a meeting of 
Senate Standing Committee on Communications (Communications and Postal 
Services) on 20th December, 2013 in the Parliament House Islamabad to 
consider the following agenda points:- 

 

I. Reasons for slow progress of work awarded to FWO on N-
85 (Punjgoor) and N-70 (Loralai), M-8 (Khuzdar).   

II. Detail of contract being awarded to FWO for N-25 (Kalat-
Chaman) and M-8 (Turbat) to FWO. 

III. Update position on the construction work on all the projects 
in the province of Balochistan, especially which are 
connecting to Gwadar.  

IV. Update position of federalization of provincial road Zhob – 
Mir Ali Khail, Khajori – Kach, Tank Road (140). 

V. Detail of maintenance work on all the projects especially on 
Quetta-Chaman road in the province of Balochistan.  

VI. Detail of utilization of funds up to second quarter for the 
financial year 2013-14 in the province of Balochistan. 

VII. Update position on the issues relating to M/s DAEWOO 
Company on     M-II.  

VIII. Any other items with the permission of the Chair.  
 

2.    After welcoming remarks, Senator Muhammad Daud Khan 
Achakzai enquired about the reasons for slow progress on the different projects 
and their current status, in Balochistan, as the projects are not completed in 
scheduled time, which has always increased the cost of the projects.  In addition 
it may lapse the financial aid provided by the foreign donors. 

3.  Mr. Arshad Bhatti, the Secretary Ministry of Communications 
(MOC) informed the Committee that due to shortage of the funds, change in 
design and floods in the year 2007 and 2010, the construction work was 
suspended by FWO, on one section of M-8. However FWO has now been 
remobilized in July 2012, but no significant progress could be made yet because 
of change in the scope of project, and the shortage of the funds.  However now 
Rs.1 billion has been released to the FWO for construction work. The Committee 
was informed about Waigum Rud- Khajuri- Bewata (Section 132 km,    N-70) that 
out of Waigum Rud- Khajuri section 62% has been completed so far and 
remaining portion would be completed in February, 2014. However the section of 
Kajuri- Bewata was completed by M/s NLC in 2011.  He also informed that NHA 
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has prepared the estimates for rectifying the flaws in this newly constructed road. 
Mr. Asif Akhtar, the Acting DG, FWO, informing the Committee about the steps 
taken by the FWO for N-85 stated that FWO is fully mobilized on this incomplete 
road/ project.   He further informed that construction of section-3 of 
aforementioned project, which is 184 K.M long, was awarded in 2007 to FWO 
and would be completed in a year on the previous rates. 

4.  The Committee was briefed that tender for Kalat - Quetta- Chaman 
(N-25) was awarded in 2006 and its two sections have been completed, but one 
of the contractor couldn’t complete the construction work due to various reasons, 
therefore, the steps are being taken to ensure the security of the people at the 
site of the project.  It was further told that for completion of the remaining as well 
as additional works, an MoU has been signed with USAID for providing financial 
assistance.  For this purpose an amount of     $ 90 million has been released to 
USAID`s country office by USA Government. He also informed that USAID has 
specifically asked that the contract of this project may only be awarded to FWO.   
Despite a stay order issued by Islamabad High Court on the application of 
previous contractor, sincere efforts are being taken to remove all the 
discrepancies in order to resume the construction works as soon as possible.  He 
further informed that revised PC-I would be analyzed in the forthcoming meeting 
of NHA Executive Board. The committee was also informed about the contract 
for Gawadar- Turbat Road (M-8) which was awarded to FWO in 2004, but due to 
various reasons the construction work could be completed so far.  

5.  Senator Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo proposed, that there are no security 
problems on Gawadar-Turbat Section of M-8, and the infrastructure/ bridges are 
already lying to be fixed, but NHA is not showing seriousness to facilitate the 
people by completing this project.  He therefore asserted that it may be 
completed on the priority basis for the facilitation of the people. The Committee 
showing grave concerns over the details, regarding Kalat-Quetta-Chaman (N-25) 
and Gawadar- Turbat (M-8) directed to resolve the pending issues and an update 
report be placed before the Committee. 

6.   The Committee also took serious note of the news about the 
change in design/ route of Gawadar- Kashgahar road, which may result in 
undermining the interests of the people of Balochistan and the Committee was of 
the view that previously proposed design was more feasible as compared to 
newly designed route.  It was therefore unanimously decided that a 
comprehensive and update briefing may be given and nothing should be done in 
this direction till the final decision of the Committee.   

7.  The In-charge Minster for Communications assured the Committee 
that their concerns would be addressed with sincerity.  

8.  Answering a query asked by Senator Zahid Khan regarding E-
tagging, the Committee was informed by NADRA officials that initially E-tagging 
would be installed on toll plazas, located at Fateh Jhang, Charsada and Swabi, 
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after the procurement of needed equipment within 3 weeks.  The Committee 
directed to complete the work within one month.  

9.   The Standing Committee was informed about federalization of 
provincial road of Zhob-Mir Ali Khalil, KhajoriKach, Tank Road (140 km), which 
will reduce approximately 90 km distance as compared to existing link/ 
connecting road of Zhob- Mughal kot-DI Khan. However this route was 
disapproved by NHA Executive Board in its meeting held on 5th September 2009.  
The Committee directed that a fresh proposal in this regard, may be sent to the 
NHA Board, and report be sought from the said Board. 

10.  The Committee was informed that on the maintenance of the 
highways in Balochistan Rs.1.2 billion has been spent during 2012-2013 and 
tenders for the utilization of the rest of amount have been floated.  It was further 
intimated that the remaining work would be started in March 2014 positively, 
while the allocation of funds has been increased for year 2013-2014.  GM, NHA 
Balochistan, answering the query asked by Senator Nisar Muhammad Khan 
regarding the criteria adopted for allocation of funds for maintenance of any 
project(s) informed that after considering the multiple factors especially, on need 
basis, current physical status and importance/ significance of the roads, are 
placed in Annual Maintenance Plan (AMP) of NHA.  However, the regular 
maintenance is carried out throughout the year on every road by the NHA. 

11.   Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai refuting information 
provided by NHA regarding maintenance of the roads in Balochiustan indicated 
that on ground the conditions of almost all the roads are against the statement of 
NHA officials, as these roads are in the worst conditions, which reveals that no 
amount has been spent on the maintenance. He advised to provide the detail of 
the roads in kilometers, which are being maintained. 

12.  Senator Islamuddin Sheikh showing concern over not promoting 
the eligible officers in time the NHA, pointed out that it is violation of the right of 
the officers and may give negative impact on the morale of these officers.  He 
therefore stressed for implementing the recommendations of Standing 
Committee made in this regard. He sought to know the reasons for not promoting 
these officers of NHA.  

13.   Sheikh Aftab Ahmed, Minister Incharge of NHA affairs informed 
that, as NHA Council is incomplete due to the transfer of NHA Chairman, who is 
also the secretary of the board, therefore, after completion of the Board, the 
promotion process would be completed. The Secretary MOC informed that the 
promotion of the officers is considered in DPC, after the submission ACR (s) of 
respective officers, which have not been submitted by some officers so far. 
Furthermore, there is stay order by Islamabad High Court, which can create the 
litigation issue. However, after the vacation of the stay order, and completion of 
NHA Council, the cases of promotion would be considered on priority basis. 
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Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai pointed out that inconsistency in the 
decisions of NHA is causing negative affects on the performance of NHA.  

14.  The Acting DG FWO answering the query asked by Senator 
Muhammad Humayun Khan Mandokhel regarding payment to sub-contractors of 
NLC/FWO in Balochistan informed that despite Rs.40 billion outstanding against 
NHA, the FWO has taken initiatives to pay off the outstanding dues to its sub- 
contractors and in this regard the documents are being prepared and 60% of 
payments have already been settled so far by paying Rs.500 million, and the 
remaining would be paid on priority basis. He further informed that on the lowest 
bid of Rs.14.5 billion through open tender for Gawadar- Hoshab project, the 
construction works would be started after the letter of commencement is issued 
by NHA, after the approval of the revised PC-I by ECNEC. The GM Balochistan 
also informed the Committee that for the settlement of the outstanding amount of 
the sub-contractors, NHA has formulated the committee, and the contractors are 
being asked to submit their due claims as early as possible. 

15.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai showing concerns over 
awarding the contracts without provision of funds stated, that it smears the 
reputation as also hinders progress of NHA. Senator Muhammad Humayun Khan 
Mandokhel endorsing Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai’s views, 
suggested that steps should be taken to pay off the outstanding dues of the 
contractors in order to avoid any intervention of the court, which may cause delay 
in any project. Senator Rozi Khan suggested that NHA and FWO should interact 
with the contractors on the priority basis to resolve outstanding financial or other 
issues with them. 

16.  Senator Nisar Muhammad Khan raised the issue for not giving 
sufficient fund to FATA and proposed that FATA may also be given due 
consideration in the allocation of funds.  

17.   After the detailed deliberations, the committee made following 
recommendations; 

I. The Committee showing concern on the briefing regarding 
Gawadar-Turbat Road (M-8) recommended, that committee may be 
comprehensively briefed on this project and the Committee will pay 
a visit to this road for inspection at site. 

II. Detail about the NHA Executive Board, which disapproved 
federalization Zhob-Mir Ali Khalil, Khajori Kach, Tank Road project 
along with the reasons of disapproval may be provided. 

III. The eligible officers of BS-19 & BS-20 should be promoted within 
three weeks and the report in this regard may be furnished to 
Standing Committee. 
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IV. The process for tendering of maintenance of roads in Balochistan 
indicating the details of the distance have been repaired may be 
provided. 

V. In order to examine the reasons for change of Gawadar-Kashgar 
route a full fledge briefing may be arrange at the earliest.  

VI. The Committee recommends that the issue of payment to sub-
contractors of N-25 regarding their payments or other issues may 
be resolved before the award of contract to FWO.  

--------------------- 
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   During the visit of the Standing Committee on Communications and 
Postal Services of the Service Areas at River Indus on M-I on 27th December, 2013, 
the Committee noticed that:  

i) In spite of clear-cut directions of the Standing Committee, and 
also on the assurance given by the Ministry of 
Communications/NHA, the constructed material from the 
encroachment at the service area of the River Indus have not 
been removed so far. 

ii) By violating the motorways laws as well as ignoring the 
international standards of motorways, the un-authorized access 
has been given at M-1 to various housing schemes including 
Army Welfare Trust and Top City/ Mumtaz City etc.  

2.   The Committee taking serious notice of this state of affairs, has 
advised that the un-authorized constructed material may be removed from the bank 
of river Indus immediately and also reasons for not removing this material so far may 
be communicated in the next meeting of the Standing Committee, scheduled to be 
held on 3rd January, 2014.  The Committee has further advised that the detail of 
original standards, set for Motorways for the construction of the housing schemes as 
well as for the commercial purpose in the vicinity of the Motorways area as well as 
examples of some international standards for giving right of way from motorways 
may also be furnished in the aforementioned meeting of the Standing Committee 
(with all relevant documents).  
 
3.    In addition, the Committee has also advised, that the view point of 
provincial revenue department of KPK regarding illegal occupation of state land in 
the service area of the River Indus by the contractor may also be given to the 
Standing Committee.  

 
------------------------ 
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  A meeting of Senate Standing Committee on Communications 
(Communications and Postal Services) was held under the Chairmanship of 
Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai on 10th January, 2014 in the 
Parliament House Islamabad. 

 
2.   Agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

i. Discussion on the change in the design of Gwadar- 
Kashghar route. 

ii. Any other items with the permission of the Chair.  

3.    All the committee members unanimously expressing their concern 
on the non-attendance of the Minister In-charge of Ministry of Communications, 
and Secretary, Ministry of Communications, decided to postpone the sitting of the 
committee as a protest.  It was further decided that next meeting of the Standing 
Committee will be held on 20th January, 2014, therefore Senator Muhammad 
Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing Committee advised the officials of 
Ministry of Communications/ National Highway Authority that the presence of 
Minister/ Secretary, Ministry of Communications may be ensured in the next 
meeting of the Standing Committee.  

************** 
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  A meeting of Senate Standing Committee on Communications 
(Communications and Postal Services) was held under the Chairmanship of 
Senator  Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai on 20th January, 2014 at 02:00 p.m. 
in the Parliament House Islamabad. 
 
2.   Agenda before the Committee was as under:- 

i. Discussion on the change in the design of Gwadar- 
Kashghar route. 

ii. Update position on the joint survey conducted by the 
USAID, FWO, NHA and Ex-Contractors for Kalat-Quetta-
Chamn project. 

iii. Detail of action taken on the illegal construction of main 
service area at rive Indus on M-1/ right of way given to 
various housing societies including Army Welfare Trust, 
Top City and Mumtaz City.  

iv. Any other items with the permission of the Chair.  

3.  The meeting started with the recitation from the Holy Quran.    
Senator Muhammad Duad Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing Committee 
welcomed all the participants.  It was decided that discussion on agenda item 
no.1 regarding change in the Gwadar-Kashghar route will be held in the next 
meeting of the Standing Committee.  

4.    Regarding update position on the joint survey of Kalat-Quetta-
Chaman road, Senator  Achakzai, Chairman Standing Committee informed that 
during the last meeting of the Committee, it was informed that a joint committee 
consisting the officials of NHA, FWO and the old contractors would conduct a 
joint survey for Kalat-Quettea-Chaman road. He inquired about the status of the 
project.  The officials of NHA informed that in the past the work for the 
construction of this project was given to the two contractors (M/s Saadullah & 
Company and M/s Husnain Cotex). M/s Saadullah & Company completed its 
work, whereas M/s Husnain Cotex did not complete the work taking the plea of 
security.  They informed that due to NATO involvement in Afghanistan USAID 
decided to provide 90 million US Dollar for the said project and an agreement in 
this regard has already been signed, but according to demand of USAID, the 
work has been offered to the FWO.  It was further informed by the officials of 
NHA that due to single tendering process PPRA raised objections for the award 
of contract, therefore the matter was brought into the notice of ECC which has 
cleared the PC-I and the finally the matter has been sent to the CDWP and as 
soon as it accords approval, the work will be commenced immediately. 
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Mr.Arshad Bhatti, Secretary MOC informed that after lengthy negotiations, FWO 
has reduced the rates for the contract, and as thus there is no problem between 
FWO and NHA, therefore as soon as CDWP approves it, the work will be started 
without further lapse of time. Senator Humayun Khan Mandokhel apprehended 
about the lapse of USAID grant and stated that if the issue with petty contractors 
is not solved.     

5.   The Chairman Committee pointed out that there is an issue of 
payment between the main contactor and sub-contractors; therefore, a joint 
survey was conducted. DG FWO informed that due to dispute, the FWO was not 
given permission to start the work on the project.  

6.    The Committee advised Secretary Communications to constitute a 
Committee headed by Mr. Yousaf Ali, Member (Construction), GM Balochistan 
and GM, ADB, as its members, which will submit report within 15 days after 
meeting with Ex-Contractor and sub-contactors of this project.  

7.   On the issue of illegal construction in the service area of river Indus 
at   M-1, Mr. Fazal Nawab Khattak, GM NHA informed, that a letter has already 
been sent to DPO Attock for registration of FIR against the contactor.  Senator 
Humayun Khan Mandokhel recommended that final steps may be taken after 
giving proper hearing to the concerned contractor.  Senator Nisar Muhammad 
Khan was of the view that Ministry should deal with the matter according to the 
terms and conditions of the original agreement.  

8.   Mr. Arshad Bhatti, Secretary MOC informed that, presently 
Chairman NHA is in China in connection with some official assignments and on 
his return he will give proper hearing to the contactor and then final action will be 
taken in the matter.   

9.   On the issue of giving access to the various housing societies 
including Top City and Mumtaz City at motorway, Senator  Achakzai, Chairman 
Standing Committee inquired about the policy of NHA for giving access to 
housing projects from the motorways and further asked as to whether there is 
any approved policy in this regard or otherwise.  He also enquired as who is 
competent authority for giving such approval.  

10.   Raja Nowsherwan Khan, Member NHA candidly conceded, that 
presently there is no approved policy for giving access to private Housing 
schemes from the motorways and for giving such access, the number of vehicles 
and revenue received there from is taken into consideration, and in case of loss, 
expenditures has to be born by the concerned company.  He further informed 
that the assets constructed in this regard are considered the property of the NHA. 
He indicated that permission for access to Top City/ Mumtaz City was given in 
2005.  
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11.   Senator  Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee pointed out, that access is being given on motorway within the 
distance of 4 to 5 km, which is against the rules of motorways.  Senator 
Muhammad Zahid Khan told that there is also number of housing societies on M-
1 and if NHA gives access to any housing scheme, the other societies will also 
demand for the same. Senator Humayun Khan Mandokhel also stated that there 
is mushroom growth of private housing societies around the motorways, 
therefore there is need to form a comprehensive policy in this regard.  The 
Committee was unanimous in endorsing that there is dire need to make a 
comprehensive policy in this regard.  Mr. Arshad Bhatti, Secretary MOC however 
informed that permission for giving access to the Army Welfare Trust has been 
withdrawn.  

12.   After detail discussion the Committee advised to the Secretary 
MOC to constitute a committee in this regard, which will furnish its report with the 
reasons for giving access to these societies in 2005, and further determine as 
whether the access was given according to rules & regulations of the NHA within 
two weeks. The Committee also advised that till the final recommendations of the 
Standing Committee, no further access may be given from motorway to any 
housing society.  

 
*************** 
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  A meeting of Senate Standing Committee on Communications and 
Postal Services was held under the chairmanship of Senator Muhammad Daud 
Khan  Achakzai on 6th February, 2014 at 11.00 a.m. in Committee Room No.1, 
Parliament House, Islamabad with following agenda items:- 

 

  (i) Change in Gwadar – Kashghar route and outcome of the  
  negotiations with Chinese Government on this issue. 

 (ii) Discussion on the reports on the issue of Kalat-Quetta- 
 Chaman Road and access given to Various Housing 
 Societies on  M-I  and M-II. 

  (iii) Detail of maintenance work carried out on Motorways and  
  GT  Road during last 2 years with cost.  

  (iv) Progress of work on Takhtbhai flyover and Khushal Garh  
  Bridge.  

(v) Update position on the recommendations of the Senate 
Standing committee made regarding promotion of 
officers/officials   of the   NHA. 

  (vi) Any other item with permission of the Chair.  

2.  After welcome remarks, Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, 
Chairman Standing Committee on Communication enquired about the details of 
expenditure on maintenance works carried out on different projects throughout 
the country.  
 
3.  Mr. Shahid Ashraf Tarror, Chairman, NHA gave a detailed briefing 
on      maintenance works on Motorways as well as on National Highways. 
Senator Muhammad Mohsin Khan Leghari and Senator Zahid Khan pointed out 
that more amounts are being spent on emergency projects rather than on routine 
maintenance work, due to which proper attention is not being given to the quality 
of work 

 
4.  Raja Nowsherwan Khan Member (Planning) NHA informed that 
priority is given to the periodical maintenance work but as the emergency 
maintenance work is being carried out on urgent basis, therefore no planned 
activities are observed. However Senator  Achakzai and other members of the 
Standing Committee giving their observation stated that in the absence of proper 
planning on periodical maintenance work is being suffering severely.   
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5.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee pointed out that no amount has been spent on maintenance work of 
different projects in the Province of Balochistan during the year 2012-2013 and 
2013-2014 and even after 8 months for the financial year 2013-2014, no 
formalities for releasing the fund have been completed so far. Resultantly the 
amount allocated for the maintenance works will be lapsed at the end of the 
financial year.  NHA officials by agreeing with the observation of the Standing 
Committee assured that this point will be given due consideration in future.  
 
6.  After detailed discussion on this issue the Committee unanimously 
advised that:- 
 

(i) Details of maintenance works carried out throughout the 
Province of Balochistan during the year of 2011-2012, and 
2012-2013, and 2013-2014, may be furnished in the next 
meeting of the Standing Committee.  

 
(ii) Details of amount spent on periodical maintenance and also 

on emergency projects may be provided for all the projects 
throughout  the country for the year 2012-2013 and 2013-
2014 with the names of contractors. 

 
(iv) Details of amount spent on Toll Plazas, Bridges and Weigh 

Machines installed throughout the country alongwith the 
names of contractors for the 2 years (2012-2013 & 2013-
2014). 

 
  (v) Preference should be given on the routine maintenance   
   rather than on emergency projects.   
 
7.  On the issue of Kalat-Quetta-Chamen projects, Senator 
Muhammad Daud Muhammad Khan Achakzai enquired about the action taken 
on the recommendation of the Standing Committee regarding settling of issues 
with the contractor and also with sub-contractors. He stated that the Committee 
had advised to set up a departmental committee headed by Mr. Yousaf Ali Khan 
to solve issue. He advised that all necessary steps may be pursued through legal 
wing for the vacation of the Stay Order obtained by the contractor.  
 
8.  Mr. Yousaf Ali Khan, Member NHA informed that the matter is 
being pursued in the High Court. He informed the Committee that against 2.2 
billion claims the contractors is demanding Rs.15 billions, therefore negotiations 
with all the stakes holders of the project have not succeeded so far.    
 
9.  Senator Zahid khan and Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai 
pointed out, that in case the Stay order is not vacated up to June 2012, amount 
allocated for the project will be lapsed. The Committee therefore advised to settle 
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the matter immediately with all concerned. Report in this connection will be 
discussed in the next meeting of the Standing Committee. Senator Muhammad 
Daud Khan Achakzai proposed that he will help the Members (operation) to have 
a meeting with affectees of this project.  
 
10. While starting discussion on the realignment of Gwadar Kashtagher Road 
almost all the members of the Standing Committee raised many question about 
the proposed change in the route. Senator Muhammad Daud Khan  Achakzai, 
Chairman Standing Committee and Senator Yaqoob Khan Nasir stated that, 
Gwadar is situated in the province of Balochistan, therefore major shares of 
financial benefits of said route may be given to that province. They also 
recommended that similarly due share in the construction of economic zone in 
the major cities of this province may also be ensured. Senator  Achakzai, 
vehemently argued that as the Quetta and Zhob are major cities of the province 
therefore they may be included in the economic corridor. Senator Saeedul 
Hassan Mandokhel proposed that the province of Balochistan may be given 
more benefits as Gwadar is situated in province of Balochistan. Senator Kamil Ali 
Agha giving his observations stated that, before the planning of any project there 
should be clear concept of the project, for maximum utilization of all the benefits 
of the project. He advised that all should work hard for the completion of this 
project as soon as possible. Senator Zahid Khan recommended that instead of 
giving link from Havalian to Islamabad it should be directly linked from Havalian 
to M-I. Senator Sardar Yaqoob Khan Nasir recommended that densely populated 
and safe areas may be given due consideration in the designs of the said route.  
He further recommended that the distance of route should not be reduced and 
big cities of the province of Balochistan may be linked with this economic 
corridor. 
 
 11.   Mr. Shahid Ashraf Tarror Chairman NHA, and Raja Nowsherwan, 
member planning informed that about 1200 KM route is falling in the province of 
Balochistan, which is above 40 percent of the total length of the project. They 
however informed it is Pak China joint venture and China will provide financial 
assistance for the construction of this road, therefore, they are demanding more 
utilization of the existing infrastructure and to that of shortest possible route to 
reduce construction expenditures.   
 
12.  After discussion the committee unanimously recommended that:-  

 
(i) Complete detail of  the project including , share of each 

province falling in the construction of route and also to that of 
establishing of economic zones may be provided for further 
discussion of the standing Committee. 

(ii) The committee also recommended that detail of difference of 
expenditure between the existing and proposed route may 
be provided to the committee.  
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(iii) The Committee further advised that all necessary steps 
maybe taken for the completion of the project on priority 
basis so that the maximum financial benefits could be taken 
for the development of the province of Balochistan as well as 
the country.  

  (iv) Efforts may be made for the linking of the major cities of the  
   province of Balochistan.  

(v) The Committee also advised that detail of new regions may 
be included in the economic corridor and also detail of the 
roads being upgraded in this regard may also be furnished to 
the committee 

13.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai enquired about the 
action taken on the recommendation of the standing Committee regarding 
access given to various Housing Schemes about M-I and M-II. 
 
14.  Mr. Shahid Ashraf Tarror, Chairman NHA informed that NOC 
issued to AWT has already been cancelled, as the design of this access was not 
according to the standards of Motorways. He further informed that a fence has 
been constructed for this access point. On the issue of giving access to Top 
City/Mumtaz city, he informed that work of this access point has already been 
stopped and investigation is being conducted on the direction of standing 
committee, and the report of the internal Committee will be placed in the next 
meeting of the standing committee. The Committee, however, advised that a 
fence may also be constructed on this entry point till the final decision of the 
Committee. The Committee also advised that the issue of giving access from 
motorways may be decided as a policy matter and not on case to case basis. It 
was there unanimously endorsed that uniformed policy should be approved from 
the National Highway Board.  
 
15.  Senator Zahid Khan while starting discussion on the construction of 
Takhtby flyover and Khushal Garh Bridge pointed out that no progress of work 
has been noticed so far on the Takhtbhai flyover. He also enquired about the 
progress of work on Khushal Garh Bridge. 
 
16.  The NHA officials informed that, about 93 percent work has been  
complted on the Khushal Garh Bridge and the rest of the work will be completed 
upto March 2014 . The  construction of Takhtbhai flyover has been delayed due 
to shortage of fund, as the major amount has been spent  on payment to the 
Railway. It was also informed by the NHA Authorities that as soon as the funds 
are available, the construction work will be completed immediately.  
 
17.  Senator Zahid khan pointed out that there is a lot of resentment in 
the public regarding change in the existence design of the project. He therefore 
advised that there should be no change in the existing design so that the fund 
may not be lapsed. He further advised that more funds may be allocated for the 
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next portion of the project with minor change in design. The committee advised 
that the work on both projects may be completed on priority basis.  
 
18.  All the members of the committee showing their serious concerns 
on non implementation on the recommendations of the committee made for 
giving promotion to the eligible officers in the NHA enquired about the latest 
update of this case.  
 
19.  Additional Secretary Ministry of Communication and member Admn 
NHA informed that Islamabad High Court has issued Stay order against holding 
the meeting of the promotion board. However some members of the NHA 
informed that any court has not issued Stay Order for holding the meeting of the 
promotion Board.  
 
20.  Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Chairman Standing 
Committee advised to provide copies of the Stay Orders issued in this regard. He 
stressed  that here should be true version regarding this case. He pointed out 
that as there are two versions in this regard therefore clear position may be 
presented before the standing committee. He informed in clear terms and 
indicated that on a false statement before the standing committee the matter 
would be referred to the privileges committee of the House. Therefore a true 
picture may be given to the committee.  Senator Sardar Muhammad Yaqoob 
khan Nasir recommended that there should be no un-necessary delay in giving 
promotion to all eligible officers. Senator Kamil Ali Agha was also of the view that 
according to his information there is no Stay Order in any court for giving 
promotion to the officers and the Ministry is lingering on the case on one pretext 
or the other. He therefore advised that there should be no false statement before 
the committee, and due consideration may be given to every eligible officer. After 
the Committee recommended that:- 
 
  (i) Promotion to eligible officers may be     
   given immediately without any further delay 
 
  (ii) Detail of stay Orders issued by the courts against holding of  

  the meeting of promotion board may be provided as soon as  
  possible.  

 
  (iii) In case of any false/mis-statement action may be taken  
     against the concerned officers.  
 
21.  The Committee advised that in future the presence of all concerned 
may be ensured in the meetings of the standing committee and in case the notice 
of the standing committee is issued earlier other Committees including PAC and 
office of the Prime Minister of Pakistan may be informed immediately. And no 
lame excuses will be accepted in this regard in future.  
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22.  On a point raised by Senator Molana Abdul Ghafoor Haidri, 
regarding closure of Lowari Tunnel, the Committee advised that, necessary steps 
may be taken for opening of Lowari Tunnel as the people of the area are 
suffering too much problem due to closure of the tunnel specially in winter 
season. The committee further recommended for the opening of tunnel on daily 
basis. It was also recommended that the payment of daily expenditures to the 
tune of Rs.3 lacs on account of running charges from the Government of KPK 
may be demanded, as per agreement.   
 
23.  On a point raised by Senator Islamuddin Sheikh the Chairman 
assured for the completion of maintenance work on National Highway of Moro 
Section on priority basis.   

 
 

********** 
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