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Acls, Orditrstrccs, Presid€trt's Orders and Regulations

NAIIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT

Islanabad, the 28th April, 2017

No. F. 22(10),r016-Legis.-]'he followiDg Act of Mu)lis-(-Shoora,
(Parliamcnt) received the assent of the President on rhe 26'h April, 2017 is hereby
published lor general lnformation:

Acr No. XIV oF 2017

An Act to ptovid" lot estdblishnent of the Pakistan Colacil lor
Science and'Ibchnology

WIIt]REAS it is expedientto provide for the€slablishmentofPalisran Council
for Science alld Technolo8J to advise the Covemment on nalional policies on sc ienc€,

technolo8y and innovation for buildin8 up a stmng and self-relianl scicnce ard
technology system and its effective workirgdirccted toward s achievement ofna tional
goals and iI particular the welfare ofthc pcople, economic gro\,',th and security of
Pakistan.
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It is hereby cn lcted as follows'

l. Shorltit e, ertent rnd commencem€nt'- (l)ThisAct ma) becalled

the Pakistan Councrl fi,r Science and TechnologyAct, 2017.

(2) It extend i to the whole ofPakisun.

(1) Ir \hdllL,'me rriu lbr.e rl once

2. Definitions.- ln this Acq unless there is an)thing repugnant in the

subject or contcxt,

(a) "Board" reans the Board ofColernors ofthe Council;

(b) 'Chairperson" means head ofthe Council:

(c) "Council'means Pakistao Council fbr Science a nd Techno logy;

(d) "Execuli,,e Comminee" means Executive Commiuee of tlre Board
constilulr:d under section 1l:

(e) "expe( ,)ommittee" means an expert commiftee of the Council
const,tun)d under section l4:

"memhe," means a member offie Board:

"prescribed" means prescribed by regulations made under this Act;

"Presider " means Pr€sident ofthe Board;

"regulati,lns".means regulations made under this Act;

"Reiol-rtron" means the Rcsotution notified vi./e Notification No.3(5y
82-NSC, dated the l6th June, 1987 for constitution ofthe devis€d
council dissolved under secrion 22; and

(k) "Vice-Pnxident" means Vice-President ofthe tsoard

3. Establishment of the Council.- (l ) On comlnencement ofthis Act,
there shallstand establ shed aCouncrllo Lre called as Pakistan Councrl for Science
and Technology in acc,)rdance with rhe provisions ofthe Act.

(2) The Cou.rcil shall be a body corporate having perpetual succession
and acommon sca1, wilh power, subjecr to fie provisrons ofthisAcq to acquire, sell
and hold propeny, and ;hall by the said namesue and be sued through Chairperson.

(l) TheheadluartersoftheCouncilshail beat lslamabadandtheCoxncil
may establish regional or sub-ofTices as requrred.
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4. PutrctioN ofthe Courcil.-Thc Council shall-

(a) advise the Fedcral Govcrnmenl on all matters relating to the
development ofscience and lechnolory in Pa.kistan:

(b) undertake policy rcsearch. organiz,e studv groups or task forces,
formulate policy proposals, monitoring and evaluation of science.
technolog,y and innovation policy for achicving targets for the overall
development ofscience and tcchnology in the country;

(c) identify prioritv ar€as for rcscarch and development keepinS in view
futuristic developments of science and rechnology:

(d) constinrleexpen comminees in various disciplines for preparalion of
rcports on policies and rssucs of national imporrance in respect of
screr,ce and technology;

(c) collect, updat€ statistics and maiDtain database on science and
technology potmtials of the countly;

(0 t*e measures for effective collrbomtion among academia, rcscarch

.and development organizations and iodustry for development of
indigenous producLs or technologies;

(g) evaluation ofnational research and development activities includin8
oup'rr of individuals and institutions and to grant res€arch product ivity
awarals or incentives thereofi

(h) promote collaboration amonB national and intemational organizatioDs
forcapacity-buildingand olhcr pohcy iniliatives in the field ofscienc€
ard t€r:hnolory and to erter inlo memoranda ofunderstanding, confacb
etc., in accordance with Ge Rules ofBusiness, 1973;

(i) participate in national scierrc€ and technoloCy planning and development
activities and provid ing advicc on s€leclion ofprojects;

0) act as Secretariat of the Natronal Commission for Science and
Technolos/ ( h-CST); and

(k) perform any other funclions as may b€ assigned to it by t-he F€deral

Go\,emment

5. Mrnagement-The management ofthe Council shall comprise--

ta) Board ofCoveorors:
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(b) Execul ve Committee; and

(c) Chairp,:rson

6. Borrd of GoverDors.-The general conlml nnd superintendence of
the affairs of$e Cor ncil shall vest rn the Board.

7. Comp,)sitior of the Board of Governors.-(l) The Board of
Covemors shall consistof the following, nameJy :

(a) Minisl{r for Science and'lechnolog/

(b) Secrel2ry Scienceand Technolory Diyision

(c) Secre[ary, Planningand DevelopmentDivision
orhis nominee notbelow the rank ofAdditional
Secret:,ry

Member

Membert

(d) Secrctz ry, Financr Division or his nominee nol
below rhe .ank ofAdditional Secretary

Membe,

(e) Execu t ive Director HiEhcr tlducatron
Commrssion

(g) P.esid(nt, Pakistan Acadcmy ofSciences or his Menber
nomm(e

(h) Chaim an. Palistan Engineering Council

(i) Chaimlan, Pakistan Council ofsciendfic and
lndustrial Research

O Chairnlan, Pakistan Scienc€ Foundation

(f) Sccreir ry of the Division controlling subject-
mall!r )feducalion and train ing or his nom inee
not belrw the mnk ofAdditional Sec.elary

(k) Reprcsentativesof Provincial Covemments nol
bcbw he rank ofProvincial Sccretary

(l) Iive enhent Scientisls from academia, one
each frcm four provinces and federal capitalto
be non inated by the Board
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(m) Two eminenl industria|sls to be nominated by
the Federal GoYemmenl

(n) President, Federation of Pakistan Chamber of
Commerce and Industrics. Islamabad

ltlembers

(o) dealinS officer nor below the rank of Joint
Secreury ofOe Division contsolling the subje.l
mafter of science and t€chnology

(p) Tlvo Parliamentarians, one each fiom Senale

ard National Assembly. pr€ferably with
scientilic hnowledge and backSround

(3) The Federal Govemment may, by notification in the officialGazette,
increase or decrease the number ofmembers ofthe Board.

(q) Chairperson. Pakistan Council for Science and

Technolory

(2) The Chturperson shall act as Secretary ofthe Board

(4) The Board may cc.opt any other professional or expen.

FunctioDs end poncrs of the Boerd.-{l) The Board shal}-

(a) Eview and approve annual, long-term plals, policies and prcgraDmes
oftheCouncil:

(b) approve the annual devclopment and non-development budgetofthe
Council;

(c) creare or abolish posts of such omc€rs and staff ard cngage such

consultants or experts as il may consider ne@ssary for effici€nt
performance of the functions of the Council, on such terms and

conditions as may be prescribed;

(d) make regulalions forthe eflicientconducrofthe affairs ofthe Council
and

(c) recommend to the Oovernment to tcrnrnate the tenur€ of the
Chairperson b€fore its expiry io cise of unsatisfactory performance.

8
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(2) Th. Bcrd ma!,. by Beneml or specral order in writing, direct lhal such

ofits powers shall, in such circumstanccs and under such co.ditions, if any, as may

be specrfied in the oraer, be excrcised. b) lhc Executivc Committee, Chairyersonor
an omcer ofthe Council.

9. TeEn of omc€ of members. l l) Savc as hereinafter provided, a

member, other than an s,t ofrcio mernber. shall hold omce for a period of three
years from the date o'his nomination and shall be eligible for re-nomination for a

further period not e\ceeding another term.

(2) A Frcrson who becomes, or is norninatcd lo be, a memberbyvirtue of
his holding an office or appointmenl shall cease to bc a member when he c€ases to
hold that oIlic€ orappointment.

(3) A meml,er. other than an er ofricio member may al any time aesign

his rncmbership by wliting under his hand addressed lo th€ Federal Govemment-

(4) A vacancycauscd hy resignation or any othe. reaon shallbe 6lled by
nomination ofa pcrso r qualificd to fill suchvacancy.

(5) No acl o-prGeed ing ofthe Board shal I be inval id mercly on the Sround
ofcxistence of a vacalcy in constrtution ol lhe Board-

10. MeetidEtsofth. Board--{ l) Saveas he.einafter pmvided. th€ Board
shallregulate rhe procedurc for its meetings.

(2) Meetings ofthe Board shell bc called and presided by its Presidentor
in his absence by the Vic€ President on such date, lime and place as deem€d fit
pmvided that at leastlwo mertings shall hc held in e -vear.

(3) At leastren membcrs shall constitute thequorum fora meeting ofthe
Board-

Il Executi.,e Committee of th e Bord.-{ l ) Notwithstand ing anything
cor a ined in this  ct, t re Erecu tive Com m ittee shall ta ke dec isions on behalfof the

Board subject to ratifi(ation by the Board at its me€ting ,mmedrately following the
mecting of the Executrve Committe€ unless other*,isc authorized by the Board.

(2) Thc Exc3utive Commitec shall comprise the following mernbcrs.
namely:-

THE GAZETI-E oF PAKISIAN, EXTRA. MAY2,2017 JPaRl l

(a) ChairperionoftheCouncil

(b) onc member to bc nominated by the Board

Chairpefion
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(c) dealinS, otfic€r not below thc rank of Joint
Secrerary of the Divislon conlrollinB subjecl
matter ofscience and technology

(d) Sec.etary ofthc Council Menber

The Slrrclary of dle Council shall act as the Secrelar-! of the Executive(l)
Commifie€.

(4) Sub.jectto the provisions ofthis Act and regulations made in tiis behalf
and suoh general or sp€cial direcrions as may. from time to time, be gilen by the

Board. the Executive Commiftee shall deal with anv matter as authorized by $e
Board.

12. ChairpeEor ofthe Cou ncil.-The Cha irperson shallb€ an eminent
scientist or engineer holding a Ph.D. degree with sufficient relevant experience to
be appointed hy the Prime Mi[ister on reoommeodations oflie FcdemlGovemment
for a tcrm ofthree years extendable for another term on such terms and conditions
as may b€ prescriM.

13. PoEers lrd furctiotrs ofthe Ch.irpersor--The Chairperson, who
shall be the ChiefEx€.utive Officer ofthe Council, shall work under the 8€neral
policy guidelines ofthe Board a.nd have such powersi functions md duties as may tre

confered orvested in him by or under this Act, includinB-

(a) formulation ofresearch policles, plons and their subm ission to the Board
for approval;

(b) protecrion ofall assets ofthe Council including intcllcctual property

assets;

(c) prcparation ofarmual report ofthe Cormcil for submission to $e FedeBl
Govemment;

(d) for rhc purposeofensuring efficrent functioning ofthc Council and to
faoilitatc itsday-to-day functions. delegarionto the Secretary or olher
o fllccrs of the Council, such of h is poweN or duties as he may consider
nec€ssary from time to time; and

(e) appointrhent of such omcers and employe€s subjccr lo rhc provisions

ol re lcr ant regulations. as may be necessary forefficienl p.rformance
of functions ofthe Councilon such terms and condilion- as may be

prescribed
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14. lixpcrt ,:om mittees.-( 1) The Council may constitute expert
comn1iltees, in important sLientinc, Echnological and engine€ringdisciplines 1l) review
curreDt status and suggest policy measures for their future dcvelopmenl.

(2) The exp€fi committees shall have such powers and perform such

fun.tion. as m,r) bc a-!, iErned b) lhc ( ouncil.

15. Fund of th€ Couocil.-There shall be a Fond oI the Council to be

called the PCST Fund lo whrch shall be credited

(a) funds oflhe devised councilbeing dissolved under section 22, which
shall stanj transferred to the Council;

gmnts ti'cm the Govemments;

donationr alrd endowments;

funds gererated through ils o\Jvn resourccs; and

research grants.

(b)

(c)

(d)

G)

16. Budget and accoutrts.--{1) The Chairperson shall, in respect oI
each financial year, sul,mit for the approval of ihe Board, a statemelt showing all
the expenditures incurred during the year alongwith estimated receipts and
expenditures for the ne\l financial year

(2) the Councilshall, by such date and in such form as may be prescribed,
submitto the Federal Covemment for approval ofirs budget for each financial year
showing the estimated receipts ard expendituresand thesumswhich are likelyto be

required from the Feder"l Govemmentduring the financial yea.

(3) The accornts of the Councii shall be maintained in such form and

manner as determined 1)y the Federal Government.

(4) The accornts ofthe Council shall be audited by the Auditor-General
of Pakistan.

17. Appointrnent of officers, strff, ctc.-Al) The Council may, from
time to time, appoint srch officers and stal) as it may consider necessary for the
efficient perfbrmancc r)f its lirndions, on such tefins and conditions as may be
prescribed.

(2) The Courcil may engage expcrts or consultants on such terms and
conditions as mav be prescribed.
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18. Submission ofreports, etc.-The Council shallsubmitto the Federal
Govemment at such time and at such inten'als. as the Federal Govemment Irrv
sPcciir,-

(a) annualrepoft on workrng ofthe Council;

(b) such periodic?l reports and summaries as ma), be required by the
Irederal Govemmentt

(c) slch periodical rctums, accounls. stalemcnts and statistics as may be

required by the Fedcral Govemmenti

rd) iIlo||n.]t,,rn rnd.ornnrenl. as(ed for bv the Feder al tior emmenr on

any specific poiDt;

(e) copies ofthe documents requjred by the Fcdcral Govemment; and

(f) original documents required by the Fedeml Covernrnent for examination
or any other Purpose.

19. Dir€ctives lrom the Federal Goverrmcnt.-The Federal
Govemment may. fiom time to hrne. hsueto dreCouncil such directivcs and orders
in writing. as it ma], consider necessar,i forcarrying out the purpose ofthis Act and

the CouDcil shall be bound to follow and carrv out such directives and orders.

20. Dcclarntiofl oIfid€litJ and secrccy.-Every memb€r, exp€rt, officcr
o. other em ployce ofthe Council shall make such declaration of fidelity and secrecy
as may be prescribed.

21. Continuance ofcertain rules, etc. All rules, regulatiofls and b,e-
laus related to the Council and rn furce immedrately bclore the commenc€ment of
this Act shall, ,?raalrs m aardr'.r and so far as thcy are not iDconsistent with any of
the provisions ofthisAct. apply and coDtinue in force uDtil repealed oramended or
altered.

22. R€p€al and Savings.i l) The Ministry of Science and Technology s

Resolution rotified lide No. I(5)/82-NSC, dated the l6th June, 1987 is hereby
rcpeated and the Pakistan Council ofSciencc and Technology, herein after refened
to as the devised council. reconstituted there under shall stand dissolved.

(2) Upon dissolution ofthe devised council undersub-section (l ),-
(a) all assets, rights, porvers. autborities. privilegesand properti, movable

and immovable, cash and bank balance, reserve firnds, iuvestrnents
and aIIotber interests and rights in- liabijities a d oblisations ofwhatever
kind ofLhe devised .ouncil subsisting immeiiately before its dissolurion
shall stand transfcned to and v€st in the Council:
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(b) all olTicers and other ernployees of the devised council shall,
notwithrtanding anlthing contained in any law. agrecment. deed.
docnmcrt orothcr instrurrent. stand translcred to thc Council on the
exercise ofone time irrevocable option to either remain aci\il servalrt
under rh, ( .\ il 5enaDtsAur. l9-l (l XXl ol lqTtrand \hall becfl rrlcd
to ali thc privileges and facilities olthe Federal Govemmen( such as

pension. graruit-v. housing. health, etc. or to become an employee of
the Cour cil, in acrordance with their existing temls and condition of
the sen i:e applicable to them and no offrcer orother cmployec whosc
serviccs are so transferred shall be entitled to an) compensation
because of such transfer:

(c) aU debts and obligations incurred or contracts entered into or rights
acquired and all matlers and things engaged 1() be done b;-, with or for
thede!ised councilbcfore ilsdissolution shall be deemed to have been
incured entered into. acq ired or engaged to be done by, with or for
theCouncil:

(d) all suits:nd other legal proceedi,rgs instituted by or against lhc de!ised
council, before its dissolution, shall be deemed to be suits and
proceedings by or against the Council and may be proceeded or
otherwis3 dealtwith accordinglyi and

(e) all actiorLs done by the devised council before the commencement of
thisAct thall be decmed to be done under this Act.

23. Exem pt on from taxes.-Notwthstandmg an),thin8 contain€d in the
Income Tax Ordinanc<, 2001 (XLIX of200l ) or any othcr law For the time being in
force rclating to in(om3 ta,\, thc Couocil shall notbe liablc to pay any such tax on its
income, c4pital, profil .vealt}, gifts or gains_ and aay movable alrd immovablc prcperty.

24. Pow€r t) makc regulations.-The Board may, by notification in
the official Cazette, make regulations, not inconsistent with the provisions ofthis
Act, for carrying out the purposes ofthis Act.

25. Rertoval of diflicul(ies.-lf ary diiliculU arises in giving cffsct to
any provision of thrs Act, the Federal Govemment may make such order, not
inconsislent with the lrovisions of &is Ac! as may appear to ir to be necessary or
exp€drent for the purpr)se ofrcmoval ofsuch dilEculty:

Provided that ruch po$'er shall not be exercised after expiry oftwo years

fiom lie commencem,rl oI lhi' n cl.

JAWAD RAI,'IQUE MALIK.
Settetary
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