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SENATE SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE STANDING COMMITTEE ON LAW AND JUSTICE ON
“THE CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2019 (AMENDMENT OF
ARTICLE 198)”
[. Chairman of the Standing Committee on Law and Justice, have the honour to
present report on “The Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2019 (Amendment of article 198)”
introduced by Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi in the Senate sitting held on 29" April,

2019. The Bill, upon introduction, was referred to the Standing Committee for consideration

and report.
2. The composition of the Standing Committee on Law and Justice is as
under:-

1. Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi Chairman

2z Senator Mian Raza Rabbani ' © Member

3. Senator Farooq Hamid Naek  Member

4 Senator Mir Hasil Khan Bizenjo Member

& _ Senﬂmr Siraj ul Haq Member

6.  Senator Syed Muzafar Hussain S | Member

7 Senator Ayesha Raza Farooq Member

8 Senator Muhammad Ali Khan Saif Member

9 Senator Musadik Masood Malik | Member

10.  Senator Dr. Ghous Muhammad Khan Niazi Member

11. Senator Mustafa Nawaz Khﬁkﬁr Member

12.  Senator Sana Jamali Member

13. Senator Walid Iabal Member

14. Senator Sitara Ayaz Member

15.  Minister for Law and Justice Ex-Officio Member
3t The Committee considered the Bill in its meeting held on 16" May, 2019,

under the Chairmanship of Senator Muhlamamd Javed Abbasi, however, at the time of
consideration of Bill Senator Javed Abbasi recused himself from presiding the meeting
and Senator Farooq Hamid Naek occupied the Chair as Acting Chairman, which was

attended by the following Members:-
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1. Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi
ii..  Senator Farooq Hamid Naek
iii.  Senator Siraj ul Haq :
iv.  Senator Muhammad Ali Khan Saif
v.  Senator Mustafa Nawaz Khokar
vi. Senator Sana Jamali

vil.  Senator Sitara Ayaz

4. Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi, Member-in-Charge briefed the
Committee that “the reasons for pendency and delay in litigation at High Courts level
include the large number of cases being filed each day at current seats which have
become insufficient due to increase of population and other factors. The lingered

litigation further worsens the state of litigants who belong to remote areas of the court

jurisdiction as the litigants and many of the lawyers have to travel a long distance and

stay overnight in the court city to attend their cases. This Bill seeks to address the
problems faced by the lifigants as well as the lawyers community. seeking cost-effective
and early disposal of their litigation through sufficient benches of the High Courts in

the provinces.”

55 The Secretary, Law and Justice briefed the Committee that the creation of
benches is already provided in clause (4) of Article 198 of the Constitution. In terms of
the said clause benches can be constituted at such other places as the Governor may
determine on the advice of the Cabinet and in consultation with the Chief Justice of the

High Court.

6. The Committee took note that clause (3) of Article 198 of the
Constitution had already been amended by Constitution (18" Amendment) Act, 2010,
wherein benches in Mingora and Turbat were provided for. Therefore, the Committee
opined that the instated of substituting clause (3) amendments may be brought in the

existing clause (3) in line with the earlier scheme of amendmenits.

e All Members present principally supported the Bill, however, Senators
Mubammad Ali Khan Saif and Mustafa Nawaz Khokar were of the opinion that

condition of resolution by the provincial assembly for establishment of benches, may be
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omitted and existing clause (4), as provided in Article 198 of the Constitution shall
remain as it is. Furthermore, proposed clause (4A) may also be omitted as power to

create benches includes power to abolish the same.

8. In view of the deliberations, the Committee recommended that clause (2)

of the Bill shall be substituted with the following:-

“(2) Amendment of clause (3) of Article 198 of the Constitution.- in
the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973, in Article 198, in
clause (3),-

(1) after the word Multan, commas and following words shall be
inserted, namely
“ Dera Ghazi Khan, Faisalabad, Gujranwala, Sargodha,”

(ii)  after the word “Sukkur”, the commas and following words shall
be inserted, namely,-
“, Hyderabad and Larkana™

(iif)  after the word “Mingora”, the commas and following words shall
br: inserted, namely,-
‘. Mohmand Agency, North Waziristan™

(iv)  after the word “Sibi”, the commas and following words shall be
inserted, namely,-
. Loralai, Khuzdar”
9. The proposed amendments were duly supported by the Member-In-

Charge of the Bill.

14, In view of the above mentioned, the Committee recommends that “The
Constitution (Amendment) Bill, 2019 (Amendment of Article 198), as reported by the
Committee may be passed by the Senate. (The Bill reported by the Committee 18

anncxed as “A” and the Bill introduced in the Senate 1s annexed as “B'

(RABEEA ANWAR ) ( SENATOR MUHAMM : .'l JAVED ABBASI)
J.S [ Secretary Committee
Standing Committee on Law & Justice
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[AS REPORTED BY THE COMMITTEE]
A
Bill

further to amend the Constitution of the Isiamic Republic of Pakistan, 1975

WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Constitution of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan, 1973 for the purposes hereinafter appearing;

It is hereby enacted as follows: -

1is Short title and commencement. - (1) This Act may be called the
Constitution (Amendment) Act, 2019,

(2) It shall come into force at once.

i Amendment of clause (3) of Article 198 of the Constitution.- in
the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 1973, in Article 198, in
clause (3),-

(1) after the word Multan, commas and following words shall
be inserted, namely
" Dera Ghazi Khan, Faisalabad, Gujranwala, Sargodha,”

(ii)  after the word “Sukkur”, the commas and following words
shall be inserted, namely,-
" Hyderabad and Larkana”

(iii) after the word “Mingora”, the commas and following
words shall be inserted, namely,-
* Mohmand Agency, North Waziristan”

(iv) after the word “Sibi”, the commas and following words
shall be inserted, namely,-

“ Loralai, Khuzdar®
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STATEMENT COF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The reasons for pendency and delay in litigation at High Courts
level include the large number of cases being filed each day at current seats
which have become insufficient due to increase of population and other factors.
The lingered litigation further worsens the state of litigants who belong to
remote areas of the court jurisdiction as the litigants and many of the lawyers
have to travel a long distance and stay overnight in the court city to attend

their cases.

This Bill seeks to address the problems faced by the litigants as
well as the lawyers community seeking cost-effective and early disposal of
their litigation through sufficient benches of the high courts in the provinces.

SENATOR MUHAMMAD JAVED ABBASI
MEMBER-IN-CHARGE
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further to amend the Conshi“afaan of the Isfamrc Re;:rufmc of Pak’;stan
i 1&/3 : e

WHEREAS |t is expedient furi:her to amend the Constti_ut:on ﬂf ‘the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan, 9?3 for he purpc:rf“es h-?remafter appearu‘sg, :

It is hereby 'enaéted as fmilaws-' ;' :

32 Short title and mmmpntemenh - fl} Thrs ,ﬁ.ct "nay be cafled i:he :
Constitution (Amendment) Act, 212?19 : : ;

(2) It shail come: =ntc> fcr-:e-: at :}f"u:e

2, Amendment of Articie 193 of th& Cnns‘tltutmn In tf*-?
Const;tut[un of the Islamic Repubhc of Paktstan 19)’3 m Article 198 L

(i) for ciauses. {.:.} anrj {4) the miimmng sha!i be suhstituted'--
Ramely - S i

%3) The High Couﬂ. c:rf Khyber Pamtunknwa shail have a
Bench each at Abbottabad Mmgmru, Mohmand Agency; North
'Wazsristan and Dera Is.maii .{han, the ngh Court of Pun}abﬂ'.._
shall have a Bench each at Rawaipmd: ‘%argodﬁa, Gugranwaia,
Faisalabad, Multan, Dera Ghazl Khan and Eahawaipur,.th{-‘-"-
High Court of Sindh sha!i have al Bﬂnch Each at H},rderabad
Larkana and Su&kur and H:gh Court of Balochlstan shafl h-we
Bench each at 1<huzdar, Lcrﬂia:, S1b= and Turﬁat 2 :

(4) Each of the High Courts may ham}e Eéﬂches at"is.tiﬁh:' :
other p[aces as the E‘wemm in cmj&.ultallan wtth the Chtef':
Justice of the High Court may erder = :‘ ter the Rescﬁutm;_
determrnmg astabhahment ef su:h Eenuhes passed by the-;
Provincial Aﬁsembly with tWo- ti‘ﬂrd FTIEJIDI'IEY c:rf the s:ttmg'. -
members.” ; ' '
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This Bill seeks to address the.

of the litigation through sufficient
provinges. '




