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SENATE SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL EDUCATION, PROFESSIONAL
TRAINING, NATIONAL HISTORY & LITERARY HERITAGE

| Senator Rahila Magsi, Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Federal
Education, Professional Training, National History & Literary Heritage have the
honour to present a report on Bill regarding “The Islamabad Compulsory Teaching
of the Arabic Language, Bill, 2020” raised by Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi in
the Senate sitting held on 17" August, 2020 in the House and referred to the
Standing Committee for consideration and report.

2. The following is the composition of the Committee.

1. Senator Rahila Magsi Chairperson
2. Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed Member
3. Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad Member
4. Senator Molvi Faiz Muhammad Member
5. Senator Gul Bashra Member
6. Senator Najma Hameed Member
7. Senator Hilal-ur-Rehman Member
8. Senator Dr. Engr. Rukhsana Zuberi Member
9. Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi Member
10. Senator Dr. Sikandar Mandhro Member
11. Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani Member
12. Senator Manzoor Ahmed Kakar Member
13. Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training Ex-Officio Member
3. The Committee considered the Bill in its meeting held on 15" October, 2020 at Old

PIPS Hall, Parliament Lodges Islamabad. Meeting was attended by the following Members:-

1. Senator Engr. Rukhsana Zuberi Chalrperson

2. Senator Behramand Khan Tangi Member

3. Senator Najma Hameed Member

4. Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani Member

5. Senator Molvi Faiz Muhammad Member

6. Senator Manzoor Ahmed Kakar Member

7. Senator Rana Magbool Ahmed Member

8. Senator Dr. Sikandar Mandhro Member

9. Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi Mover

10. Senator Mirza Muhammad Afridi Special Invitee
4. The Committee had a thorough discussion on the agenda of Senator

-Muhammad Javed Abbasi. The Mover of this bill also gave a detailed introduction on
the Objects and Reasons of the Bill. The Committee was told that Arabic was among



the five most widely spoken languages of the world. The language has a two-
pronged effect all over the world. Learning of this language not only helps the people
going to Arab States to earn their livelihood, but at the same time, knowledge of this
language enlightens the understanding of Islam and the Holy Quran. The purpose of
the Bill is to make teaching of the Arabic language compulsory. Ambit of this Bill is all
the schools, both in Public and Private sectors in Islamabad Capital Territory (ICT).
Furthermore, it also includes all the schools controlled by the Federal Government,
wherever they may be, and all those educational institutions affiliated with the
Federal Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education, Islamabad.

S. The Committee disposed of the Bill, with the recommendation that theg Bill as
moved by the Mover may be passed. A copy of the Bill is attached.

.

(MOHSIN ABBAS ZAIDI) (SENATOR Dr. Rahila Magsi)
Secretary Committee Chairperson Committee
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[FO-BE INTRODUCED IN THE SENATZ)

A
Bill

to provide for making compulsory teaching of Arabic Language to the students in all
educational institutions

WHEREAS it is expedient to provide for making compulsory teaching of
Arabic language to the students in all educational institutions in the Islamabad
Capital Territory including the educational institutions affiliated with the Federal
Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education and in all the public sector
educational institutions owned and controlled by the Federal Government wherever
they may be and for matters connected therewith and ancillary thereto;

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title, application and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called
the Compulsory Teaching of Arabic Language Act, 2020.

(2) It shall apply to the students in all educational institutions of- the
Islamabad Capital Territory including the educational institutions affiliated with the
Federal Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education and In all the public sector
educational institutions owned and controlled by the Federal Government wherever

they may be. '
(3) It shall come into force at once.

2 Definitions.- Unless there is anything repugnant in the subject, -

(a) "Federal Government" shall have the same meaning as assigned to
this expression in the Right to Free and Compulsory Education Act,
2012 (XV of 2012);

(b) "educational institution" means any school, college, institute,
otherwise by whatever name called for, established and setup in public
or private sector for imparting education to students irrespective of its
status whether registered or not registered with the Federal
Government or any other body;

(c) "prescribed" means prescribed by rules made under this Act; and

' (d)  "rules" means rules made under this Act.
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3. Compulsory teaching of the Arabic Language.- (1) There shall be in all
educational intuitions compulsory teaching of; :

(a) Arabic language in classes, grades or, as the case may be, level I to V
in prescribed manner; and

(b) the grammar of Arabic language in classes, grades or, as the case may
be, levels VI to XII in such prescribed manner so that proficiency in
Arabic language Is completed up to class, grade or, as tﬁe case may
be, level XII. : T

(2) The Minister-in-charge of the Federal Government shall . ensure
implementation within six months of publication of this Act in the official Gazette.

4. Power to make rules.- The Mlnlster-ln-charge'of the 'Fe'de_'r:_a'l Government
may, by notification In the official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes
of this Act within three months of publication of this Act In the official Gazette.

5. Act not to be derogatory to any -other liw.- The pr"ovlsloné'_‘ of this 'Act
shall be in addition to, and not in derogation of, any other law for the time being in

force. , YRR

) Besides having religious importance for the Muslims A?abicwls among the five
largest spoken languages of the world. A large number of population from around

the world seeks to do business and employment In the rich Arab states. Thus

' knowledge of Arabic language will not only enlighten the _u_nde_rstandir!g of Islam
and the message of Holy Quran it will also broaden the employment and business
opportunities for the citizens of Pakistan ‘as well. . - S ;

This Bill will make teaching of Arabic compulsory to the students of all
educational institutions both in public and private sector In Islamabad Capital
Territory (ICT), also the institutions owned and controlled by the Federal
Government wherever they may be and all educational institutions affiliated with
the Federal Board of Intermediate and Secondary Education, Islamabad. It will help
the students to understand the divine message enshrined in Holy Quran and also

the Hadith of the Holy Prophet # pesides widening their employment and business

opportunities in the future.

SENATOR MUHAMMAD JAVED ABBASI
' i Member-in+Charge



