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PART I
Acts, drﬁinanées, _Presid.en.t’s Orders and Regulatioﬂs
| ‘NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT
Islamabad the 16¢h August 2022

' N0F22(31)/2019 -Legis. —The followmg ‘"Act . of Mquzs-e-Shoo:a

(Parliament) received the assent of the President on the 13th August 2022 is L

hereby publlshed for general mformatlon —
ACT NO. Xvl QF 2022
AN
AcCT
Cto provide for éstqblishiﬁeﬁt of. Nafié;:rél Information T echnolqu'Bb_ard '
© WHEREAS, it is expedient to provide for f_estébiishment of National
Information Technology Board for e-governance across the country in line with
the vision and policy of the Federal Government to serve the ‘public in more
effective and efﬁment manner through due advxserxes and consultancles and .
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provision of e-governance software applications to Federal Ministries and;
Divisions  including their attached . departments, sub-ordinate offices and

autonomous bodies so as to focus on cross-cutting e-governance applications and
initiatives that can be replicated across multiple public organizations for better .

government to government and government to citizens. services -and . -

commumcatwn and for matters connected therew1th and anclllary thereto
Ttis hereby enacted as follows:

_ l\ Short title, extent and commencement.-——{l) This Act shatll be
- called thc National Informatlon Technolo gy Board Act, 2022.

@) It extends to the whole of Pakistan, .
(3) It shall come mto force at once. |

2. ’ Deﬁmtlons .—In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in the '
subject or context — : -

(a) “Board” or “NITB” means the Natlonal Informanon Technology
‘Board constltuted under sectlon 3; B

(b) * “certification” means conﬂrmatlon or approval. of quality of
software or application for the purposes of e-governance, in line -
with recommiendations of lead Cyber and Information Technology
security setup, department- or organlzatlon deSlgnated by Federal

_ Government . .

{© | “Chairman” means Chairman of the Board;

(d) “Chief Executive Offi cer” or “CEO” means the Chief Executwe
Officer of the Board appomted under this Act; :

(e) “data” means mformatmn collected collated, stored hosted and
v used for the purposes of e-governance, in line with any ]aws in
' force from time to tlme by the Federal Government

() *“division concerned” means the dmsmn to whlch busmess of this
Act stands allocated; .

(g) “erstwhile NITB” means the: National Informatjon Technology
Board previously, constitutéd vide Notification No. 6(13)/2004-
Dev, dated the 11th August, 2014 which before. commencement of
this Act was an attached department of the Ministry of Information
Technology and Telecommumcatlon

j" (h) “Fund” means the NITB Fund created under this Act; |

(i) “IT” means information technology;
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'(j) v"‘me_mber”. means member'-of _the Board‘ and includes the

~ Chairman; . o ’

9] “‘prescrlbed” means prescrlbed by rules or regulatlons made under -
thrs Act; '

0y “_‘regulations” means the regu'latior_l_s made under this,Act;
(rnj . “rules” means the'rules made'under this Act; and.

. {(n) “standardlzatmn“ means techmcal parameters conformed by the
S , ' -Board for the purposes of ‘the e-governance to maximize
" compatibility, interoperability, quality and reusability in-line with
. recommendations of lead cyber and IT security setup, department.
e : .oor orgamzatron de31gnated by the Federal Govemment

3. Establishment of the Board.—(1) As soon as may be but not later
than thirty days of the commencement of this Act, the Federal Government shall,
by notification in the official Gazette, establish a Board to be known as Natlonal.' :
Informatlon Technology Board for carrymg out the purposes of this Act. ’

(2) The Board shall be a body corporate having- perpetual succession

and a common seal, with: adrmmstratwe and financial powers, subject to the

. provisions of this Act to enter into agreements and contracts, acquire, hold and
"dispose of propetty, both movable and immovable and'to sue and to be sued._

(3) The headquarters of the Board shall be at Islamabad and it may set .
- up offices at such place or places, with the prior. approval of the Federal
Government, as it may deem approprlate throughout Pakistan. .

(4) TheBoard shall consist of the Chairman and Members

4, Compositibn of the Board.—{l) T_he_‘Board shall'c_onsist of—

(a) Federal Minister of the division concerned. Chazrman

_~(b) Secretary of the dmslon concerned. - Member ex—ofﬂcro

: (c) - Secretary, Fmance D1v151on - s - : 'Member ex-ofﬁcro L
l'l(d) - Secretary of the. dwrslon to which ‘ .Me:_nher ex—ofﬁcro‘

Business ofsclence and technology .- LD
stands allocated. o . .

(e). ChiefExecutive Officer 6fBoard. . Member exofficio

- (f) MemberIT of the division to which Member ex-officio

- business of IT stands allocated.
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(g) Director General A(Technicla.l); Inter- Member ex-officio
- Services Intelligence. . ' '

(h) Secretary, National Telecommunlcanon Member ex-officio
and Information Technology Security S :
) Board .

(i), any expert from public or private R Co-opted members
sector as may be co-opted with
approval of the Board:;

. (2Y The CEO shall be ex-oﬁ" icio secretary of the Board,

(3) The business of the Board shall be conducted as may be prescribed
by regulations. ' : . . :

4) In absence of the Chalrman a member de51 gnated by the Chan’man
shall preside over the Board’s’ ‘meetings.

5. Appomtment of CEO.—(1) The CEO shall be appointed by the

Federal Government, on recommendation of the Board, for a term of three years ...

extendable for a sxmllar term or terms, in such manner and on such terms and
condltlons as may be prescribed by rules: :

‘ - Provided that the. CEO appomted pI‘]OI‘ to commencement of thls Act
shall be deemed to have been appointed under this Act.

(2) The CEO shall be an eminent IT professional of known infegrity,
competence and expertise in handlmg IT development pro_]ects

'(3) - The CEO may resign from his office by gwmg one month notice in
~ writing under his own hand, addressed to the FederaI Government,

(4) The CEO shall be answerable to the Board for all administrative,
. financial and technical matters of the Board. The Board ] ‘may ‘delegate such
administrative and financial powers to the CEO for carrying out day to day
affairs of the Board as it deems necessary

6. Meetmgs of the Board —-(1) The Chamnan or, in his- absence the
member designated by the Chairman for the purpose shall pre31de ata meetmg of
the Board.

(2) One half of the total members shall constltute a quorum for
- meetings of the Board requiring a decision by the Board.

(3) The decisions of the Board shall be taken by majority of its
-members present-and in case of a tie, the member presiding a meeting shall have
a casting vote. -
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.

shall enable

Powers of the Bo_a_rd.—The Board shall exercise all powers ‘as
it to effectively perform its-functions specified in' section 8. In

- particular and without prejudice to the génerality of the foregoing power, the.
-+ ." " Board shall— '

@

(b

o ©

- @

8.-

“powers and performance-of its functions;

prescribe regulations, including regulations  for exercising its
enter ~ into _contracts, " agreements and Memorandum of
Understanding (MoUs); ' o

at:quire, lease, encumber, dispose of, exchange, vest or otherwise -
deal with any moveable or immovable property or any interest
therein; - ' : ‘ g '

prescri_bé regulations for éppointme'rit and.removal of the Board

- Employees and related matters. —_—

‘Functions of the Board.—Thé Board shall. exercise all"powefs as -

“shall enable it to effectively perform its functions under this Act for the
. provisions of this Act. In particular and without prejudice to the generality of the
foregoing power, the Board shall— : I

(@

(b)”

©

(@)
" ensure sustainable, accelerated digitization and relevant - human
. resource development in Federal Ministries and Divisions including

®

provide technical guidance for embedding e-governance in -f_heﬁI
Federal” Ministries and Divisions -including. their attached

~ departments, . autonomous bodies, sub-ordinate “offices ~and

prdmoting efficient and transparent governance;

facilitate  efficient- and  cost-effective. - impleméntation - of

e-governance programs in the Federal Ministries and Divisions; .

carry out training need assessments, including infrastructure as well
as Human- Resources -skillset and -capacity, periodically in the
Federal Goveinment departments and to design and implement IT
capacity building programs for'employees of the Federal Ministries
and Divisions including their attached departments, autonormous
bodies, sub-ordinate offices; - . . -

review.the status of e-government readiness.on a regular basis to

their attached departments,” sub-ordinate offices and autonomous
bodies; . ' — o

identify the areas where IT interventions can be helpful and to

-suggest measures’ for the automation of these- areas -throu‘gh‘

business process re-engineering (BPR).in the Federal Ministries and

e
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Divisions- ificluding their attached departments sub- ordmate ofﬁces ‘

and autonomous bodies;

provide standards recommendations and compliance for soﬁware

and infrastructure in the field of electronic governance in line with

- recommeridations of lead Cyber and IT secuuty setup, department

or organization de51gnated by Federal Government;

carry out: coordination: with the provinces and provrde assistance
“and facilitation as and-when requ1red for the prov131ons of this Act;

facilitate efficient - and cost-effective conception, procurement

‘ 1mplementatron operations and- maintenance of all. the Federal

Government’ Ministries,  Divisions,  depariments and

organizations’ e-government programs and projects and ensure
. their holistic alignment with the national strateglc action plans;

provrde data to all government departments as per their requirement

.in accordance wrth the provrsrons of this Act;

be  responsible” to. réview and acqunre .informationn and

communication technology service infrastructure to government.
_ departments to revamp e-governance and communication within the.
Government ‘ :

provide apphcanon and -IT solutxon standardlzanon across the
government departments in information and comrnumcatlon
technology for e-govemance

be respensible to buxld rollout and maintain IT disaster plan for
smooth functioning of e-governance in Federal Ministries and
Divisions including theu' attached departments sub ordinate offices
and autonomous bodtes

’

be responsible to prov1de system analysrs consultlng service to the

Federal Govemment departments for e- govemance based on their

needs, :

facilitate by outsourcing projects to build pnvate sector mfonnatron_

and communication technology industry and dlvermfy the slnllset of
new generatron : :

establish centers of excellence 1o . develop technolog1es in -

collaboration with other goverrunent departments and private sector
in accordance with the provrslons of this Acty

marntam dtrectory of all prwate sector companies to collaborate

and deliver _semces t0 any Ministry, Division or organization on

ot
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information and commumcatron technology related projects m.'
accordance with the provrslons of this Act;

“{q) uiilize all means to ensure security of e-governance apphcatlons IT
solutions, data and systems deployed for the provisions of this Act. -
in [ine with recommendations of lead Cyber and IT security setup,
department or orgamzatlon designated by the Federal Govemment

() recommend to ministry and division concemed any matter
pertaining to development, reform,’ rmprovement and sustamab111ty
of information and communication technology sector of Paklstan '

s . for preparatron of'national IT pohcy,

{s) be respons:ble for recommendmg and - deﬁmng standardtzed }
- - parameters in line with IT pOllC}’ to be followed at all levels for--
e-governance; , ‘ .

® recornmend proposals for deveIOpment .of national IT plans and
‘policies to ministries and divisions concerned and execute in
accordance with the. provisions of this. Act;and

(u) exempt the ‘Federal Ministries, and Dlvrsrons Jinc¢luding their
" attached departments, siib-ordinate offices or autoriomous bodies. .
from establishment and deployment of e-governance, due to "
sensrtrve nature of data and tasks of aforesaid entities.

: 9. Executwe Committee —There shall be an executive commrttee of
the Board Which shall exercise such poWers and perform such functions as may

: be prescribed by regulatlons

10. Committees of the Board ~—-(1) The Board may, for carrymg out |

(its functrons constitute such commitees, from time to time as may be con51dered

approprtate

(2) The comrmttees constltuted under sub-section (1) shall conduct

the1r busmess in such manner as may be. prescmbed by tegulations. .

11. Organization of the Board —(1) The Board may, for carrying out 7

Cits. ﬁmctrons ‘for promotion of “IT pro;ects developments of 1T projects,

certlﬁcatron of IT and pI‘O_]CCt management may enter into contract and

. agreement on such terms and condmons as may ber prescrrbed by the Board asit’
- may conSIder necessary . -

(2) - The orgamzatlon establrshed or contracted with under sub-section (1)
shall be subject to control and- supervrston of the Board and shall functlon wrthm .

the framework of thrs Act

(3) An orgamzatlon established or contracted wrth under sub—sectton (1) '
shall perform such business as may be prescnbed by the Board from time to ttme
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12 .Managemeni of the Board.—Subject to the powers delegated by
the Board, the overall management of the Board shall vest in the authority of
CEO incluciing giving sanction, approval, initiation of disciplinary proceedings

~ of persons in service of the Board, allocation of funds in’ different heads of

- accounts, maintenance of dismphne local or international cooperation with
organizations providing services in the field of information technology and do

any other act or take any action as it deems necessary. for smooth functioning of .

the Board.
13. Appomtment of ofﬁcers and other staff of the Board ——(1)

Subject to regulations, the Board may appoint stich officers, experts, advisers, - ‘

consultants and members of staff as it may consider necessary for the efficient.
perfonnance of its functions on such fterms and COI‘ldIthl‘lS as may be prescnbed

_ 2) The Board may, by notification in the official Gazette delegate any
of its powers relating to appomtment of officers and other staff to the Executive
- Committee or CEO. : : :

(3) The officers, members of the staff, advisers, 'eonsultai'its "experts.
and other persons  appointed by the Board shall not be civil servants w1thm the )

meamng of the Civil Servants Act, 1973 (LXXI of 1973)

14, Transfer of assets and liabilities of erstwhile NITB. —(1) From - -
the date of commencement of this Act, all the terms and conditions of service of

regular and contract employees of erstwhlie NITB shall remain as such on their
transfer to the Board.

(2) Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contdined in this section,
any person in service of erstwhile NITB, within three months of the transfer,
shall exercisé an irrevocable Optlon elther to remain civil servant or become
employees of the Board

Provided that where any. person does not exercise the option within the
- said period he shall.be deemed to have.opted to become employee of the Board:.

. Provided further that every other person, whd is not a civil servant, shall
. stand transferred to the Board on his existing terms and conditions. of service

including the term of his- appomtment whtch he was enjoymg 1mmediately prlor '

.-to the comimencement of thls Act.

(3) On transfer as aforesaid terms and conditions of service of the

person ‘shall not be less favorable than those by which he was governed
immediately before his transfer at the time of commencement of this Act.

{4) No person- who stands transferréd to the * Board shall, -

notw1thstandmg anything contained .in any law for the time being in force, be
entitled to any compensation because of such trensfer

i -
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(5) All assets and habrhtres of the erstwhile NITB on commencement .
-of thls Act shall stand transferred to and vested in the Board.

© (6) The Federal Govemment shall pay to the Board cap1tahzed value of
pension and gratuity in respect of employees transferred to the Board to which
they have become entitled to or. have been owned by them till the date of.

- commencement of this Act. . o T

(7 Al suits and other legal proceedmgs instituted by or: agamst the

* Federal Government in respect of the erstwhile NITB shall be deemed to be suits

and legal proceedings against the Board from the date of commencement of this -
Act and shall be dealt with by the Board. :

® Al contracts agreements, promises, negotlatlons and working
arrangements made and understandings reached including bidding -process
initiated" as a result of any request for proposal sought from prospective
contractors and all liabilities incurred including any contingent or future liability - '
on account of ava:lmg aniy service, etc. by the erstwhile NITB on behalf of the.

Federal Government in connection with, or for the purpose of, or in relationto .
" thie same objects, purposes, functions and powers as those of the Board, béfore

the estabhshment of the Board shall be deemed to have been made, reached or
incurred, as apphcable, by the Board under thls Act and sha[l have effect
accordingly.

15. Funds._—(l) There 'shalI be created a non—lapsable"ﬁlnd vesting in
the, Board to be known as the NITB Fund for the purpose of meeting expenses in

~ connection with the functions and operations of the Board under this Act,
. 1ncludmg payment of salaries and other remuneratlons payable to the persons in
- service of the Board. - .

{2) The NITB Fund shall, sub_]ect to the provrsmns of the Pubhc -
.Fmance Management Act, 2019 consist of '

(a) ~ funds provrded by the Federal Government for payment of salaries,
-+ establishing infrastructure, administrative, operational and any
~ other expenses and running the day-to-day business of the Board;

(b) loans or funds fo be obtalned from the Federal Government or any
" Provincial Government or locaI authority or such other entity after
approval from Board;

(¢) grants by the Federal Government or.any Provmoral Government or .
i local authorrty, -

(d) foreign a1d grants ‘and loans negotiated and raised, or'otherw1se

obtained by the Board, in consultation with Fmance DlVlSlon and -

. relevant ministries and d1v151ons,
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(e) charges for services or for the provision of any information or’

report automated or othervnse to any. govemment entity;

(f) fees and commissions collected as prescrlbed from tlme to time by
- the Board ,

(g) income from the sale of movable or immovable propei‘t‘y; .

(h) funds from ﬂoatmg bonds shares, debentures, commerc1a1 papers -

or any other securities issued by the Board;
(i) income from investmentS' . '
(i) all other sums recelved or earned by the Board and

(k) funds - prov1ded by the Federal Govemment f‘or smooth
uninterrupted  and . sustainable operatlons “through contmuous
' up-gradatlon and maintenance of projects related to e-govemance :

-(3) The NITB Fund shall be kept in one or more accounts maintained

by the Board in local and foreign currency in any scheduled bank in Pakistan and -

shall be operated in accordance w:th the prescribed regulations made by the
Board.

"~ {4) Only those funds and grants by.the Federal Government or donor
shall be credited to- commercial bank account which' is allowed by Finance
Division exphcltly -

(5) Bark accounts of the Board shall be opened w1th the prior approval
- of the Board.

(6) Investments shall be made, in accordance with mstructlons and
policy of the Finance Division from time to time.

«

16. Budget.—The Board shall in respect of each financial year submlt

s\

.

through relevant Division and Finance Division for the approval of the Federal -

- Government, by such date and in such form as may be specified by the Federal

Government, a statement showing the estimated receipts- and current and

- development expenditure and the sums which are likely to be requxred from the
_ Federal Government during the next financial year. :

17. Accounts —The accounts of the Board shall be mamtamed in suoh
form and in such manner as the Federal Government may determine in
consultation with the Auditor General of Paklstan

. 18. Audit—(1) The accounts of the Board shall be audited at the cIose

of each financial year by the Auditor General of Pakistan.

'r.
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(2) The Board shall produce such accounts books and documents as
‘the Auditor General or any officer authorized by hlm in this behalf may reqmre
~ for the purpose of audit.

(3) Copies of the Audltor General’s report on the accounts shall be
provided to the Board and the Federal ‘Government. :

(4) - The Board may, in addition to the audit under sub-section (1), cause
its accounts to be audited by any other’ external auditers being chartered
accountants ‘within the meaning of the Chartered Accountants Ordinance, 196 1
X of 1961), on such remuneration as may be determmed by the Board:

w

19.

" this Act
20.

of this Act.

Power to make rules.—The Federal Govemment may, by

notification in the official Gazette make ruIes for carrymg out the purposes of

Powers to make regulatmns »—(1) The Board may make

regulat:ons rot 1ncon51stent with this Act and the rules, to carry out the purposes -

(2) Without prejudice to the generahty of the forgomg prowsmns the
‘regulations may provide for — :

(@)
. O

(©

@)

~(e)

HeE

21.

dxsmplmary proceedings and award of punishments;

terms and conditions along -with remunerations and privileges,

appointmént of CEQ, ofﬂcers staff members, expetts, advxsers and
consultants etc; : .

prescription of different scales and grades ete. for the remuneration’

and privileges of officers, staff members, experts advisers and
consultants of the Board;

procedure for appointment of members of different committees. and

laying down regulatxons for the conduct of their busmess TN

Procedure and terms and conditions for appomtment of members of
" Board other than ex“gfficio members; and

prescnbed by the regulatlons

Removal of Difficulties.—If any difficulty arises in giving effect to

any prowswn of this Act, the' Federal Government may make such order, not

- inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, as may appear to be necessary- for the ,

purpose of removing the dlfﬁculty

all or any of the matters which by this Act are to be or may-be :

-
2N




1036 THE GAZETTE OF PAKISTAN, EXTRA,, AUGUST 19, 2022 .[PARTL - .-

22, Authorities to 2id the Board.—All executive authorities in the
Federation and in the Provinces shall render such assistance to the Board as may

. be riecessary for the execution of its programs and prOJects being carried out ..

under* this Act.

23. Delegation of powers.—The Board may, by notification in the
official Gazette, delegate all or any of its powers and functions, except the power
to 'make regulations, to any mernber, CEO or officer subject to such conditions
and hmltatlons as may be spec1ﬁed in the notlﬁcatlon

24. Act to over-ride other laws.—The provisions of this Act shall
have effect notwithstanding anythmg contained  in any other law for the time
being in force.

L

25. Inde:imity —No suit or other legal proceedings shall lie against the

officers and other staff of the Board in respect of anything which is done in good
faith in performance of their.official obl;gatmns under this Act.

26. Savmgs —Notwithstanding anythmg contained in this Act
respect of the erstwhile NITB any notification issued, appointment made, powers
delegated, contracts entered into, proceedings commenced, rights and liabilities

incurred, fee or charges levied, things done or actions taken, so far as they are not

inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, rules and regulations, be deemed to
have been made, passed, issued, delegated, entered into, commenced acquired,
incurred, levied, done or taken under this Act

27. Act X of 2012 not to apply to the Board ~—The Industrial
Relations Act, 2012 (X of 2012) shall not apply to or in relation to the Board or
‘any person in service of the Board.

28. Officers of the Board to be pubhc servants —The officers and

- members of the staff, advisers, consultants, experts of the Board'shall be deemed
- to be public servants within the meaning of sectlon 21 of the Pakistan Penal Code
(Act XLV of 1 860)

29, Repeal ~—The Mlmstry of Information Technology and

Telecommunication’s Notification No. 6(13)/2004-Dev, dated the 11th August,
2014 and the Cabinet Division’s Office Memorandum No.4-1/2021-Min-I dated
,Islamabad the 27th May, 2021, are hereby repealed

. TAHIR HUSSAIN,
Secreta:y
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