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PART I

Acts, Orilbarces, Presidetrt'r Orden and Rcgulations

lslamabad, the zsth April, rg74

The following Act of Parliament received the assent of the President on ttre
22nd April, t974, and is hereby published for general information t-

ACT No. )Q(l oF 1974

. .- An Act to ptovide tor the preporation ond revision oI electorol rolb lor electior$
to the National Assembly and the Provincial Assemblies

WHERE s it is expedient to provide for the preparation and revision ol
electoral rolls for elections to the National Asscmbly and thc Provincial Asscmb.
lics and for matters connected therewith ard incidental ttrereto;

It is hcreby enacted as follows :-
1. Stort ti0e aril couneDc€neal-(l) This Act msy be called thc Elcctoral

n o[s Act, 1974.

(2) It shall com€ into forcc at oncc.

(3) It ertetrds to the wholc of Pakistan. ,

2. Deffdtions.-In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in thc sub-
irct of Context,-

"(t)" coelr"iorrr, r.rrlr tr. ctrl.f ElocttoJcdrhrll.6ilfl
I r3p"&!!a rrd., tt. El.ct.q Co".Lrioin porrrlrat,r (p.i.l-cli;;i';;;;fr Yr91','grz ,"r

\ by virtuc of Atucle.zlJ oI rtre r,ulls!,!...-L, ---
(ii) a Judge of the Supreme Court nominated under Articlc 217 of

ttrc Constitution to act as Chief Election Commissioncr :

(2) " clcctoral arca " mca.ns-
(a) in rurel areas. a village: and

O) h urbs! aress,-
(i) whcre thcrc is a municipal ward, such ward,

(r3e)

[rt6 D.. Gaz.] l. q'\n\cna-Fffii\i&rt.
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(ii) wherc thcrc is no municipal ward, a wcll-dcfirrcd moholla
or a street, atrd

(iii) where the ward, mohalla or strcet is roo btg a welldefined
Paft thereof ; or

(c) such otler areas as may be determined by the Commissioner;

(3) 'prcscribed " means prescribed by rulcs made under this Act;
(4) " Registration Officer" means a Registration Officer appointcd under

sSdgn St and -includes an Assistant Registration OflicEr performing
the functions of a Regisration Officer; and

(S) " Revising Authority " means a person appointed under section 9 to
hear and disposc of claims and objcctions snd spplications for cor-
rection relating to the electoral rolls.

3. Aristrncc to C6mlrirsi6a3L1l) The Commissioncr may rcquirc any
Pcrson or authority to pcrtorm such funcdon or rcnder such assistance for
the purposes of this Act as the Commissioner may direct.

(2) AII execudve authorides of the Federal Govcrnmetrt, each Provimid
Government, the Federal Capital and the Federally Administered Tribal Areas
shall assist the Commissioner in the performance of his functions under this
Act and for this purposc the Commissioner tnay issue such dircctions as he may
consider necessary

(g) The Federal Government and each Provincial Goyernment shall make
available to the Commissioner such staff as he may require for the performance
6I Lj-4"t. Etactoral norl! fot .l.ctlotl ts tho 

^raclblfua.- 
Do

.lGctord rolla rllll L. PraPu..l tLnltrlcoErlJ7 [!A.r, bc

I tffr lct .E trha PrllciPlG ot .aPalrt .l.otorat lor :oral
,t ti]-h;irr" ,"a i"t-xuilLra end rcvlacd trnuallY.n.

Lxptonatrcn:-The " existing electoral rolls " in reladon to the first
electoral iolls to be prepared under this Act means &e electoral rolls prepared under
the Electoral Rolls Order, 1969 (P. O. No. 6 of 1969) and, notwithstanding ary-
thing contained in this Act, the electoral rolls to be so prepared may be in
rclation to the same electolal arcas as under that Order.

5. AppointEetrt of RegistratioE Officers, cac.-(l) The Commissioner shall
rppoint a Registration OEcer for sn electoral area or grouP of ele€toral areas
{or the purpose of preparatiorl revision, correctioa and amendment of the
electoral rolls and may, for that purpose, aPPoint as many Assistant Registra-
tion Offcers as may be necessary.

..(2)subjCCttosuChilrstructiolrsa,\nIa}'begivcninthisbehalfbytheCom..<'
mrsstonef,-

'(t) tho Batr.Btr.tloD Otfl.r lor ie 'l'Gtoral 
erca rirllr

' ' i"a." iUr mfrrlat.Ed.!3.. dlroctl'ot rall Golt8oll of tb'
I ilrrtrfoaar: DtaFar.d lor that rree I'n tha PrarcrilcaF lelait e prrltrimrV ll.ctorrl !ol1 lnchdllt thtt'ln

tfr" "aI. if rt ry trtaor artltlc't to Dt iBtoll'd at a Yotorr

Fovlded that th. .loctorll toll l'! r.P.ct of r!
al.ctoral g'oa lhall Lo prrperoil or r"la'A r er t'h ' oarc laJr
u.. tf.of taraolrb/ bt t aaprrat'ly lor th' !t!I''Dt rld

t,il-ffii-r;;;: ;;L;iiro'l irp""r rlcctoreto' r'



a

\.1.b\od.[t1t ircle

P^Rr Il THE GAZETTE OF PAKISTAN, EXTRA., APRIL 25, 1974 t4l

(ii) deleting therefrom the names of such voters as have died since the
preparation of the existing electoral rolls; and

(iii) deleting therefrom the name of every person who is not entitled to
be enrolled as a yorcr in any elecoral area under thls Act.

(2) A person shall be entitled to be enrolled as a voter in an electoral areaif he-
(a)

(b)

is a citizen of Pakistan;

is not Iess than- eithtecn years of age on the first day of January in
the year in which the preparadon or reyision of thl eleitoral 

-rolls

commences under this Act:

Foyti.d-thaet. t# i1lr*r"ita1.;f--tr lric-rat Ctocttoi ir tae

IatLoral lt.xblt or . -Fotllotel ba bly to bt h'ld 1!
il;-."". o, tb.- roor-r- -1 ierllerlt end Prortlolal Ace bllc!
iur."itroo.l ora.r, iyn D(*lo. lo!r-9I 't9??-I: or o-tltctlor
io e eret tellt'e3 YtoutEtor. tAo holill.l3 of th' tlD- qE at
!.neral .l.otlo! to th. ttrtl@il la"lblt or e Provlaclrl
ffi:l;it:';ill iil -.t.ii r'." ort'ct .. lr rcr th' rord . I

.".1atlii:-.*:"-?rn*L:.*Tr..;,t*"^Ltft'"T.;rTil..::';*S,tlf.'u"'
deemed to be resident in an electoral area if he ordinarily re;ides, ,x owns or

is in possession of a dwelling house or other immovable properry, in that area.

(2) Where a person owus or possesses dwelling houses or other immovable
property in more than one electoral area, he may, at his option, be enrolled in
any one such arca.

(3) A person rvho is in thc setricr. of Pakistan or holds any public oftce
shall be deemed to be resident in the electoral area where he is posted, unless he
applies in writing to the Registration Oftccr for enrolmert in thc electoral are,
in which he \uould have been enrolied if he had not been in such service or had
not held such offce.

(4) The wife of any such person as is referred to in sub-sectiou (3) and
such of his children as are entided to be enrollgd shall, if they ordinarily reside
with such person, be deemed to be residents in the electoral area in which such
person is deemed to be rcsident under that sub-section.

(5) A person who is detained in prison or held iu other custody at any
pla<e in Pakistan shall be deemed to be resident in the electoral area in which
Le would have been resident if he had not been so detained or held in such

i custody.

8.Prelirninrry publication.-The preliminary elcstoral rolls prepared
under section 6, together with a notice inviting claims and obiecdons and appli
cations for colrections, if any, with respect thcrcto, shall be published and displayed- in such manner and form as may be prescribed.

9. Appdtrtm€nt of Revising Aufiorities.-The Commissioner shall apPoint
a Revising Authority for any electoral area or group of electoral areas, for the
purpos. 6f receir.iag arrd deciding claims, objections and applications for cor-
fcction:i rclatint thereto.

10. Period for lodgiug chims eld' obiecti,ons. Every claim for inclusion
of a name in the electoral roll, and every objection to, or aPPlicadon for correc-
tion of, any entry therein shall be made to the Revising Authority on the
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prcscribcd form within a pcriod of twenty-one days next following thc datc ol the
publicarion of the preliminary electoral rolls under secrion 8.

ll. Transfer of namc from one electorrl orea to gnother.-A pcrson may
apply for transfer of his name frorn the electoral roll of one electoral area to thc
o.lectoral roll of another by filing-

(a) an obiection to the inclusion of his namc in the roll in which it has
be,cn included, and

(b) a claim for the inchsion of his nams in the ottrer,

with the appropriate Revising ,\uthority or Revising Authorities, if it is preferred
before the linal publication of the electoral roll urder s€ction 16, or with the
appropriate Regiskation Officer or Registration Officers, if it is preferred after
such final publication.

12. Rejection of .lairltr atrd obiecdons.-Any claim or objection or appli-
cation for conection not made within the period specified in section ro or in
the prescribed manaer shall be rcjected.

13. Application by the Registuation ofrcrr fer inclurion of ncDer-Th€
Retisuation Oflicer may, rvithin the period mentioned in section ro, apply to
tlc Revising Authority.-

(a) for the inclusion in the electoral roll of the name of any person left
out due to inadvertence or the ab,sence of dmely information while
preparing the preliminary electoral rolls; or

@) for the exclusion of any name from the electoral roll or any conec-
tion of clcrical, p ntitrg or other error which he is himself autloris-
ed to make under sub-section (2) of scction 15.

14. Etrquiry into claims anil obiectioor, etc.-(l) Exccpt whcro a claim or
obiection or an application for correction is rejected under section rz, or is
delided without funher inquiry being valid prima tacie, the Revising Authority
rhall, give its decision aftcr holding a summary inquiry into each claim" objcc-
tion or application, after giving notice to the pardes concerned.

(2) Every decision of the Revising Autlority under zub-section (r) shall
bc final and be communicated to the approPriate Registrarion Officer.

15. Concc'tion of electorgl rcIlc.-The Registration Ofrctr-
(i) shall correct the electoral roll in accordance with the decisions of thc

Revising Authority under secdon r4; and

(ii) may funher correct any clerical, printing or other €rror subxque4tly
discovered in the roll. but not so as to include therein, or exclude
therefrom, the name of any eJector.

16. Fhd prbllcafion"-AftEr making additions, deletions, modificotions G
corrections, if iny, under section 15, the Registation Officer shall puUish in thc
prcscribcd manner and form the final electoral roll for each electoral area.

17. A!trult pvldon oI electord mlL-An clcctoral roll sba[ bc rcvisod
rtd corrected annually in the prcscribed matrner and form-

(r) so as to include the name of any qudified pcr:on whre namc doce
not apPcar on such roll, or
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(b) so as to dclcte the name o1 any person who has died or who E or
has becolre disquahtied tor enrolment, or

(c) for correcting any entry or for supplying any omission in sucir roll :

Provided rhat, if, for any reason, the electoral roll for any electoral arca is
nor reyis€d, fte vaiidity or couciaued operalion ot the elecroral roll shaI not
thereby be ar{ected.

18. Enrolmenr and coreclion at a dme otter lhan the rntrual revision.-
r) Any person whose name is not included in an elec

and who clains that he was or is enti
toral roll for the time
to be enrolled on tbattn lorce

a natc or the his
alorgrltb a photo-rtat copJr of tbe tilcltity card ,,!!uc al

to Llr tna!.r thr mtiolal hgl..tratlor Lct | 19?,
(Lvl ot 1r7r)l

-+

L*_.

t

(2) Any person may apply to the RegisEation fficer for the correction oI-any' entry iu aD electoral roll for the time being in force; and
(a) if the enuy relates ro rhe applicant and the Regrstradon Oftrcer is

satislied alter grving such nouce and making such inquiry as he
may consider necessary that the entry relates to the apphcarrt and is
eroneous or defective in any particular, he shall correct dle roll
accordingly ; and

@) if the entry does not relate to the applictult and the Registradon
Officer is satisfied after giying notice to the person to whom t}e entry
relates a-nd after nrakhg such inquiry as he may consider necessary
that the entry is erroneous or ddective or should be deletcd, he
rhdl corre€t tbe electoral roll accordingly.

19, PrtXrrration of rolls afttsh.-It thc Commissioner, on accoutrt of any
gross €rror or irregularity in or il the preparation of sn electoral roll for
any electoral area or a pan thereof, considers it necessary so to do, he may by
order duect ttrat &e roll for such area or part shall stand cancelled and that
.a frrsh electoral roll for that area or part be prepared in accordance with the
provisions of rhi. AcL

.20. No correction to be nrade rfter coEtltuency called ulnn to el€.t-No
revis:oh or corrcction of aly electoral roll for an electoral area shall be made
hor shall any order under secdon 19 be made in respect of any elecbral roll
ar any 6JDe after the constituency of which such electoral area forrns part has
.bccn called upon to elect its representative and before such representative has
.becE ehctcd.' 21. MriDEunce of electorsl roll&-Atr elecloral roll as revisod and cor-
rectcd Ehall be maintained in the prescribed manner and shall bc kept oPen
to public inspection; and copies of such roll shall be supplied to any Person
app.lying therefor, on payment of such fee as may be prescribed.

22. Departue horn nornal prooedure in cceptioDsl circuostuceo.-
Where the Commissioner is sadsned that it is not possible to follow the pro
cedure laid down for t}le preparation of an electoral roll iD respect of ally
elcctoral area, he may direct that an electoral roll for such electoral area shall
be piepared in such'manner as he deens fit.

23-. Drralion of the electord rolb.-Tbe electoral ro[[ lor any electoral
ar,ca prepared utrder this Act shall come into force immediately uPon iA 6Dal
publiCation and shall remain in lbrce until revised.

' ?.4. Lcc.,f to reglsaer oI bin[t rld dealhr, o.c{l) Thc lrcrson h chsrgc
of any regErcr. of binhs and deaths and any authority to whom atl aPPlicatioD'i. e-- Ll cl,\ 4 t!',"t ol.

uon I

,
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Ior regisuation is to be made under the Nadonal Regisuatior Act, rg75 (LVI of
r973),-shall at the request of- a Registratioa (Xfrcer fumish him with such
irfoihation, including exuacs from such register or, as the case may be, appli'
cauon, as may be necessary tor the purposes of thjs Act.

(2) Sub-s€€tiotr (l) shall havc effect notwithstandiog anything contaiocd in
,ection ro of the National RegisuatioD Act, tg73 (LVl ot 1979, and no person
rvho fumishes any informadon to a ReS,istntion fficer ia pursuance of thc
said sub-section shall be liable to any Punishmcnt.

25. No perror to bo oorolled BorG thau olco or h noro lbn ono olec-
tord $c..-No person shall bc cnroll#-

(a) on thc electoral roll for any electoral area morc than once; or

(b) on the clectoral rolls for more t-han ore electoral area.

26. Validity ot electorrl ro[q etc, not clectcd by rcaron ol ooy DlBtrIe.-
AJr elcctoral roll shall not be invalid by reason of any misdescription of a pcrsoo
enrolled ttrcreon or of omission of the name of any person entitled to bc so
enrolled or of inclusion of the name of aoy person Dot so entitl€d.

27. Conmi'donet'r Powcr b ilclld! a umr in re cLc,aolrl roll-Subicct
to scction zo tle Comnissioner may, at any timc, order-

(a) the inclusion in an clcctoral roll of thc uame of any person cntitlcd
to be enro[ed on such clectoral roll, and such name shall, from the
datc of such order, form part of the clectoral roll ;

{b) the exclusio[ from an electoral roll of tie name of any ocrsr:n who' ' has died oy has become disqualified ro be a voter, arid'such narae
shall, from the date of such order, stand cxcludcd from that roll; and

(u) the removal of the name of aay person from an clcctoral roll whcrc
guch rcmoval becomes necrssary duc to rhc repelidor of thc name
in dre same electoral roll or in the electoral rolls of more thal ouc
electoral arta.

30. Repcel o[ P. O. No. 6 of lll0,-Thc Electorol Rolls Ordcr, 1959
(P.O. No. 6 of 1969), is hereby repcaled @
@arparcd,u&+-the sei4€rdcr-r#+eatinuc

-proprre4.under tbis Ac-lor-.:ucFerca no*-eeec
isloJer€€-€tr-fu af 

"ubticatior 
-

MUHAMMAD ILYAS,

loiat Secretar y

2t Poler to .O,. ,oI"CIm, Coanierionor may, with tho approval
of thc Prcsidcnt and by notifcatim in thc officiel Gazettc, nakc rules for carrying

--q. Eid-|-r*dLdNr court 6hell quc*ior rhe va[diry of tl!
electoral roils prepared or rev-lsed undcl this Act or thc lcgality or proprioty of
any procdings or action teken thereunder by or under the authority- of the

- Commissioner or a Registration Officer.
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