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The following Act of Parliament received tbe assent of the President on the
12th February, 1975, and is hereby published for general information:-

.4cr No. XX or 1975

,4n Act ptot,ide [or tlia tukirtg otcr aud tnanagei enl ol certain prope ies

W'Hcne,c.s it is cxpedierrt to provide for the taking over artd management
r[ ceriain prcperiies, ai]d fof rllaltcrs connected t]rercwith:

AND wHEREAS the Proclamation of Emergency rcfencd to in Atticle z8o
<lf the Constitution is still in force;

It is hereby cnacted as follorvs :-
l. SLort 1idc, crtlIlt rrd cotnDcnclncnt.-{l) This Act may be callcd the

ibandoned Properties (Taking Over and Managcment) Act, a975.

(2) It extends to the rvhole of Pakistan.

(3) Ir shall come into folcc at ouce.

2. Deflitions.-In this Act, unless there is anything repugnant in thc subjcct
.{)r context,-

(a) " abandoned propeity " r]lcalls all)/ property, nrovable or immoyable
(illcluding share in industrial ui]its and fi1'ms, investments, deposits,
Dolicic-s ol iit{r,Jai)cc and all cther iltclcs(s and rights in or to or
arising out of a:r1. such propert)'), bclonging to a specifled person and
jn(;ldcs r-.t 5r-:.| jlrcp..tl sold oi rianslerred to, or placed under the
supervision o)- control oi, al1' r::lrcr pcrscn cn or after the sixteenth
rh1, of Dccernbei, r97r, but dc.\ ltot inciudc any ornaments or wear-
ing appercl oI rIv ccokiitg r'csscis or othel horise-hoid eiiects in the
immediate possession oI a specified person, noi exr:ceding a total of
rupees one thousand;

t5)
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(b) " Administrator " means thc Administrator apfninted under sectioE

5, and includes a DePuty Administrator;
" Board " means the Board of Trustees constituted under section 4;
" prescribed " mears prescribed by rules;
" rules " means rrules made under this Act ;
" specilied person " means a citizen of Pakistan domiciled in the 1-
ritdries which immediatell' before the sixteenth day of Decemhe 

-

r97r, constituted the province of East Pakistan who has ldt or leaves'
or has expressed his desire to be taken out of, or to be allowed to leave,
the territori€s of Pakistan and includes a company registered in tle
said terrirories the registered oflice of which has not been shifted in
pursuance of the Companies (Shifting of Registered ffice) Ordinalce.
1972 (Y ot t972).

3. VcsfrS oI .bardorod propeny h GovcmuL-All abandoned property
shall vest and shall be deemed always to have vested in the Federal Government
on and frorn the sixteenth day of December, r97r.

4. Board of Ttustc6.-(1) As soon as may be after the commencemcnt of
-rhis Act, the Federal Government shall, by notification in the official Gazette,
constitute a Board of Trustees consisting of a Chairman and such number of
other Trustees as the Federal Goyernment may specifv in the notification, for
the control and managemcnt of abandoned property.

(c)
(d)

(e)

(r)

(z) In discharging its functions, the Board shall be guided on questions
of policy by the instructions, if any, given to it by the Federal Govemment rvhiclg
shall be the sole judge as to whether a question is a question of policy.

(g) The meetings of the Board shall be held at such intervals and at such
time and place as the Chairman of the Board rnav determine.

(4) Subject to the mles, the Board mal', rvith lbe previous approval of thc
Federal Government and by notification in the official Gazette, make regulations
for regulating its procedule.

(S) At any time when tlre office of Chairman is vacant or the Chairman is
absent or is unablc to perform the lunctions of his ollice due to any other cause,
the Federal Governrnent ma). appoint an1. member of the Board to act as Chair-
man until a Chairman is appointed or, as the case may be, thc Chairman resumes
his functions.

5. Appohtuetrt oI Adminifator end lrepuly Admiristrators.-(l) For the
purpose of carrying the provisions of this Act into effect, the Federal Govern-
ment may, by notification in rhe official Gazette, appoint an Administrator for
Pakistan and one or more Deouty Administrators for such areas as may bc
specified in thc nc:ifi, i'riinn.

(z) The Administrator shall excrcise his porvers and perform his functions
subiect to the- general .supewision and control of the Board and shall be guided
by anv general or special order madc b),the Boird.

_ 6. Holiling of rbandon€d trroperty rnd i6 Errttrdcr, ctc.--(l) Every person
who is- or has ai.any time after the sixteenth day of Dccember, r97r,- bien in
possession. srrpervision or management of any abandcned properR, shall bc
d.emed to hold or to have held, as the case may be, such f,roferty on behalfof tlre Bca:-d.



. (2) As soon as may be, but not later than such date as may be notifitd by
thc ic{eral Government in the official Gazette, every person who is, or has at
anv time after the sixteenth day of December, r97r, becn in possession, supcr-
viiion or mana8emerrt of an1'abandoned ProPerty or property which he knows
or has reason t6 be[eve to bL abandoned property, and whose authority or riSht
to hold, occup1,, SuPervise or manage such property has not becn accePtd or
approvcd by tie Administrator, shall submit to the Administratu, or to any
pLison authorised by him in this behalf,-

(a) full information relating to such property, including the date sincc
when, or the period for which, he had been in possession. super-
vision or management thereof: and

fr
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ir detailed account of the rents, profits, income and other moneys
receiled or benents derived from such property sincc the sixteenth
day of Dccember, rg7r, or for the period he has been in possesion,
supervision or management thereof.

(b)

(3) Every pclscn as rfo.csaid shall, as soon as may be, but not later than
such date as may be notilied by the Feder-al Govemment in the omcial Gazette,
intimatc to the AdminisEator in writing his willingness to surrender such pro
peny to the Administlatcr or to any person authorised by the AdminsEator in
rhis behalf, and shall surrender the same if called upon by the Adminisuztor or
aDy p€rson authorised as aforesaid.

7. Pows of Artninistsator fo d.c ltoss.riiolr of abaldoicd FoDert .-If
any person who has purchased any abandoned properry the sale of which has
nor been coniirured by the Administrator under section 13, or who is in posscssion,
supervision or manaSemcnt of any abrndoned property or property which hc
knows or has reason to believc to be abandoned property does not surrender slrch
property to the Administrator or the person authorised by him in this behalf,
then, without pre.ludice to any other action or penalty to which such penon ma)'
otherwise be liable, the Admiristrator may use such force as is necessary for
taking possession of such property and may for tbis purpose, after giving
reasonable warning and facilii.y to any woman not appearing iD ?ublic to with-
dr,rry, remove or break open any lock, bolt or door, or dc any other act neces
san- for thc said purpose.

8. P.ymena to Adminisfiraor.-(l) Any amount due to a specified trrrotr or
payal-.lc irr respecr of any abandoned property or property of which the Adminis-
trator has taken pcssession shall be paid to the AdminisEator by the person liable
to pa)' the same.

(z) Any person q,'ho makes a payment under subsection (r) shall be dis-
charged front furthcr liabilit.v to pity to the extcnt of the payment made.

9. Recovery of demages for uaruttoriccd possaion -Any pcrson vho has
been in possession or occupation of abandoned property in an unauthcr.ised
manner or is found to have misappiopriated or unl:rryfullv converted abandcned
propcri\- to his own use or caused loss to it by his act or omission shail, witl:-
out prejudice to an) other action or .penalty to which he may otiierwise bc
liable, pay such damages as may be assessed by the Administrator : -

Provid€d that no such damages shall be assessed by the Administrator witi.-
out giving notice to such person and aflording him an opportunity of being heard-
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10. Ercrpdon hon tclll proc.$.-{l) Propcrty wbich has vcstcd in thc
Fedcral Government or of which possession has been taken by the Adninig
ftator shall be exempted from all legal process, includint seizurc, distrcss,
cjcctmcnt, attachment or sale by any ofhcer of a Court or any otler authority,
and no injunction or other order of whatever kind in respect of such property
shall be granted or made by any Court or any other authority, and the Federal
Covernment shall not bc divested and the Administrator shall not be disposscs$
ed of such property by operation of any larv for the timc being in force.

(2) Upon the commencement of this Act, any such legal process as afore-
said subsisting i.'nmediately before such commencement shall cease to have efiect
and ail abandoned property in custody of any Court, or receiver, guardian or
,riher officer ol pcrson appointcd by it, shall, upon delivery of the same being
.alled ior bl the Administrator, be delivered to the Administator.

ll. Pubficaaion of fct ol rbudoncd prolErty.--Thc AdDinistrator shall
publisb, by nolification in the official Gazette, a list of abandoned property in
any area,

12. Prohlbitiou o[ tuencler of pmpGrly generrlly.-fhe Fedcral Govern-
]ncnt ma\,, by notiilcation in the oltciai CazetE, declarc that in such area witlr
a vie # to preventing the unauthorised or suueptitious transfer of abandoned
properties in ary area in which a considerable number of such properties is
bclieved to be situated, for suc)r pericd as may be specified in thc notification,
the transfer of any propeny or class of property, or the creation of any right
or intcr$t lhercin or eacumbranc€ thercon, shall tt prohibited, aad wherc any
such declaration has been made, no such transfer or crcation shall bc made
during that period in that area except with the pre\rious approval ln rvriting ol -
tire Administrator.

13. Confirmodon oI lrr&rs by rpeciftd peEons.-<l) No crcation or Eair-
fcr of any right or interest in or encumbrance upon any property made in any
nranner whatsoevel on or after the sixteenth day of December, t97t, by or on
trchall of a ::pe.cified person shall be eflective so as to confer any righr or t6
lredy on any party thereto or orr any pelson claiming under any such party,
ulless it is confirmed b). the AdmiDistrator.

(2) An application for confirmation of such creation of any right or en-
< umbrancc or transfer as aforesaid ma| be made to the Administrator within
rhc_ preJcribed period b.v an)- parr)' thcreto, or. by any person claiming under
<rr lawfull.v auihorjsed by'such partr,.

- (3) 1ll9 A-dnrinistrator shall h,rlrl r surDmary. inquiry into the application in
rhe prescribcd rri.rrrrrer and nra1. r."ject rhe appiicatibn'if he is of ^o^pinion rtrat
thc <le.rtion or tr.'rrsfer-

(i) was not or has been eltered into in good faith or for adequate considera-
tioir ; or

(ii) o..!ght for any other reason liot to be confirmed.

(4) If, the application is not reiected under sub.scction (3), rhe Administrator
Tay, wlth r!9. pn9l approval of the Board. confirm the 

-creadon or transfiieither unconditionally or subicct to such terms and conditioni as tre thrnti nito rmPose.
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- (b) his ir,terest in the property has not bcen affectcd by the provisions
of ttris Act,

(z) An application undcr sutr"scction (r) shall be made \vithin the prescdH
period being a period of not lcss than thirty days from the prescriH date.

(3) On receiving an app)ication under sub-section (z), the Administrator shall
hold a summary iaquiry in the prescrib€d manner and, aftcr aking such evidencc
as may be produced, shall pass an order stating the reasons thercfor, rejecting
the application or allowing it wholly or in part on such terms and conditiorx
as he thinks fit to impose.

15. A;1EaLrrd rcvirion -{t) Any person .ggricvcd by an order or decision
of the Adminjstritor ma)., rvithin the prescribed period, wNch shall not be less
tlan tweDty{ne days, prcfcr an appeal to the Board.

(2) The Board may, after giving the appellant an opportunity of being heard,
pass such order as it thinks fit.

(3) The Board ma!-. at an), time, either of its own motion or on the appli-
cation of any person made within the prescribcd period, call for t}re record of
{y proceeding uader this Act which is pending before, or has been disposed of
::y thc Administrator, for the purpose of satisfying itself as to the legality or
propriety of any order passed in the said proceeding and may after perusal of
the rEcord pass srrch order in relation thereto as it thinks fit :

14. cl.i4t by fotcrc*cd pcrsoE--{l) Any pcrson claioing any rf,Lt or
interest rl any prirperty treated by the Administrator as abandoned ProPerty may
prefer a claim io thc AdEinistrator on ttrc ground that-

(a) the property is not abandoncd ProPerty; or

Proyided that the Board shall not, under this subsection, pass an order
revising or modifying an order afiecting any person without giving such perrn
an opportunity of being heard.

(4) An order of the Board in an appeal or revision shall be final.

16. Powers lrd dltie6 of thc A@iq{gf{n fE rf,Iy.-(l) Thr AdEintu-
trator may take such measures as he tons'ideis necessary or expeiient for tlre
purpose of securinp, ailministerirp and managing an1, abandoned property or pro
perty of whic-h possession has becn taken b1' him and ma),, for ^-y iuch purpo:e
as aforesaid, do ail acts and hcut all expenses neceisary or incidental theieto.

(2) Without prejudicc to the gelerality of the provisions contained in sub-
section (r), the Administrator ma)'-

(a) carry on the business or undertaking of a specified person;

{b) .errter or authorise anv person to enter on any land or premises to
, inspecr any abandoned properq ;

. {c) take.all zuch measures as ma-} be necessar}, ro keep any abandoncd
propirtv in girod ripair;
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(d) direct any Person, notwithstandinS- anything -contailed in aDy oth€r' ' Iaw for tire-time being in force relating to the disclosure of ary t1-
formation by a publiC servant or any other person, to fumish such
retum, accounts br other information in relation to any ProPerty and
to produce such documents as t}le Administrator considers necejsary
for the discharge of his duties under this Act;

(e) search, or authorise any otler Person to search, any building or place
in which the Administrator has reascn to believe that any abandoncd
property or any document tending to show that any person is a

specified person or that any property is abandoned ProPerty is beint

. kept or concealed and take possession thereof;

(f) determine the rent to be recovered from a person found in unauthorised
occupation of abandoned property for the period of such occupation;

(8) create a charge on abandoned property;

(h) incur or allow any expenditure to be incurred in the prescrib€d manner
includiug the payment of taxes, duties, cesses and rates to the Govem-
ment or to any local authority or of any debt due by a specified
person or any claim against him after satisflng himself as to the
genuineness of such due or claim;

1i) demolish or dismantle any abandoned propeny which in the opinion
of the Administrator cannot be repaired;

[) evict \yith such force as may be necessary an unauthorised occupa,
of abandoned property or an occupant of such property to whom ir
has been let out by or on behalf of the Administrator and who mal(es
default in paying the rent for such property or otherwise commits a
breach of the terms on which it is let out:

(k) invest in any security approved by the Federal Government or in the
prescribed manner any money held by him.

(3) The Administrator shall exercisc the powers and perform the functioru
assigned ro him by or under this Act under the general supervision ard control of
the Board.

17. lu{urton ol rbontlolcd proparty. -(l) The Administrator may dctermine
the value of any prop€rty of which possgssion has been taken by him or empower
any oficer to do so,

(2) lf it appcars to the Board in any case that the value of any property
dctcrmined under sub-section (r) is not proper, it may make necessary enquir,
in the matter and pass such orders as it may think proper and the orders so
passcd shall be final.

18. E4!tr([t!fe by AdmiDistraor hoy to be recouPed. Sirbject to the pi,,-
vif,ion-s ol section 14, any expenditure incurred by the Adminisffator in -the
exercisc of any power conferred by this Act shall, in relation to any abandoned
pro-perty--in respect. of which it ]ras been incurred, bc a charge on such property
and.shall have _prioritv over all other charges -on the pro[erty ana iucfr e,ipcnditure may bc met or recouped by thc Administrator 'ouf of the incomi
accruing from such property.
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19. itldEtemoc oI rccolmts bv Admilerafr.-{1) The Administretor sh.ll
maintain a separate account of each abandoned Property of w}ich he has taken
possession, ant shall cause to be made thercin entries of all receipts and ex-
penditure in respect thereof.

(2) The accourt shall be naintained ilr such form and in such manncr as the
Federal Govemment ma1' direct.

(3) Thc Federal Government shall caue the account to bc inspected ard
audired at such intervals and by such persons as it may, in cortsultation with the
Auditor General of Pakistan, determine.

20. Porar ol Boerd md Adminlrtttor when holill4 m hquirl, ctc.-(l )
When holding an inquiry or hearing an appeal or revision under this Act, the
Administrator, or as tbe case may be, the Board shall have the same powcrs
as are vested in a court under the Code of Civil Procedure, rgo8 (Act V of r9o8),
when trying a suit, in reqrect of the following matters, namely :-

(a) enforcing the attendance of an1' person and examining him on oath
or affirmation ;

(b) compelling the discoyery and production of documents, articles and
things ;

(c) issuing a commission for the examination of witnesscs i

(d) any prescribed matter.

(2) Ever) procecding bcfore the Adininistrator or thc Board under this Act
shall be deemed to be judicial proceeding rvithin the meaning of sections r93 and
228 of the Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860), and for the purposes of section
196 of that Code, the Adminisrrator or the Board shall bc deemed to be a Court
within the meaning of sections 4Bo and 482 of the Code of Criminal procedure,
1898 (Act V of 1898).

21. Rccovery ol rrrar-Whcn any pcrson is itr dcfault in making psymcnt
of any amount payable to rhe Administrator under tlis Act or in pursuance of
any rule, regulation or agreement made or entered into thereunder, the Adminis-
trator may, in accordance with the rules recover the amount by one or more
of the following modes, namely :-

(a) attachment and sale, or sale without attachmeDt, of any movablc and
immovable property of sur:h person; and

(b) appointment of a recej".'er for thc management of the movable and
imrnovable properties of such person.

22. 
"Gultt 

and poccdrc,{l) Any pcrson who-

(a) contravenes, or resists or interferes with the enforcement of the
provisions of this Act or any rule or order made thereunder; or

(b) in an application or in aay proceedings under this Act, fumishes or
abcts the furnishing of any information which he knows or has
reason to believe to bc false, or lraudulantly conceals or misreprescnts
facB, or abets such concealment or migrepresentation,
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shalt be punishable with rigorors imprisoammt for a term which fiury extend
to three years, or with fine or with both.

(2) No court shall' take cognizance of any offencc p,,ni<hable under this
Act save upon a complaint in rvriting made b1' alr officer appointed under this
Act and authorised by the Board in this behalf.

23. Br ot iuisdiction.-No court shall grant any iniunction or makc atry
ordcr, noI shall any court cntertain alry prccccdiD& in rclatim to &nythirt done
undcr this Act.

24. Ind€Enity.-No suit, prosccution or other lcgal proceeding shall Uc agaifft
the Fedcrai Covein[rent, the tsoard, the A(imir strator, a Deputy Aci.pinistlator
or arr), otli p:(;,;n for anything in gocd faith done or intended to be done
under this Act.

25. Ilclegadon of powcx6.-The Federal Govemrnent mayr by notifrcation in
the offcjal Gazette, direct tbat all or any of its powers under this Act shall,
subject to sucb conditicns, if any, as may be specified in the notiflcation, bc
exercised also b), such officer or authority as i'ra). be so specfied.

29. Poscr ot Fedcrrl Govcrn:nt to *G t(don rltt rE d fo rbadolcd
FFtt.-The Fcdcral Governmcnt may, for thc purpose of rcgulating the
administration of an;, abandoned property, make such orders or direct such
action to be taken in relation thcreto as in its opinion the circumstances of the
case require aud as is not inconsistent with any of the provisions of this Act.

30. lorcr to dc rdcr.{l) Thc Fcdcral Govcrnment may" by notificrtion
in the official Gazette, make such rules as appear to it to be necesiary for carrying
out the purposes of this Act,

(2) In_parricular, and witbout preiudice to rhe generaliry of rhe foregoing
power, mch rules mayr urovide for at! cr any of the folorving maners, namel! ,_I

(a) the tcrms and conditions of seryice. of the Adntinistr-ator, an{ Deputy
'Administt-a&rrs :

(b) th€ functions to be perforrned by the Adrninistator and the Deputy
Administratots:

26. Oftccrr od errrt!,--Tho Board may appoint or cmploy such officcrs atrd
serlilnts as it considerc necessary for the effcient performance of its functions,
on s,rch terms and conditions as it may determinc,

27. Act to oser.ide olter lawa--Thc provisions of this Act or any order or
rulc mado thereunder shall have effect ootwithstanding anything inconsistent ,,'
therc\yi lh contained in any otirer law for the time being in force or ia any 

-instrument having eflect by yirtue of any such law and nothing contained in any
larv releting to the determination of the rent of any immovable property shall
apply to any abandoned property.

28. Porcr to erempt 
-The 

Federal Govemment may by notificati,on in tbc
offcial Gazette, exempt any person or class of persons or any property or class
of property from the operation of all or any of the pmvieions of this.Act.
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(c) the manner in which entry- or search under clausc (b) or clause (e) of
sub-section (z) of section 16 may be made or possession of any aban-
doned property may be takcn by the Adminisuator;

the manner in which inquiries under this Act may be held;

the time within which application for conflrmation under section 13
or preferring claim under section r4 may be made;

the income-tax authority who may issue a no objection certificate
under section 13;

the powers vested in a civil (ourt which may be excrcised by the
Administrator when holding any inquiry under this Act;

thc fees payable to the Administrator for the administration of
abandoned property ; and

thc delegation of powers and functions of the Administrator to a
Deputy Adminis$ator or any other officer appointed under this Act.

(d)

(e)

(0

(c)

(h)

(r)

3 L Removrl of difrculties.-If auy difficulty arises in giving effect to any
provisions of this Act, within three months ailer the commenc€ment of this Act,
the Federal GoverDmewnt may make such order, not inconsistent with the pro-
yisions of this Act, as it considers Decessary or expedient for the purpose of
rcmoving that diftcJlty.

FATEH KHAN BANDIAL,
Sccrct0y

CORRIGEN DA

ITo the Gazette of Pakistan Extraordinary, Port I, dated the lTth lanuoy, 195
and llth February, 1975 containing Act Nos. I to yl ol 1975 and XylI ot
ty7n.

In Clause 3--Page No. 3. in the first line lor the word " this " red " the "

Ia Clause lz-Page No. 9, second line from bottom ,or the figure " 1971 "
rcad'19'10".

In Clause 2-Page No. 53, fourth lire lor the word "ben" rezd " beet -
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