|AS PASSED BY THE SENATE]
A

3 Bill
to amend the Publication of Laws of Pakistan Act, 2016

WHEREAS it is expedient to amend the Publication of Laws of Pakistan

Act, 2016 (XIII of 2016), in the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;
It is hereby enacted as follows:-

| Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act shall be called the

Publication of Laws of Pakistan (Amendment) Act, 2022.

(2) It shall come in to force at once.

2. Amendment of section 2, Act XIII of 2016.- In the Publication
of Laws of Pakistan Act, 2016 (XIII of 2016), hereinafter referred to as the said
Act, in section 2,-

(1) the existing clause (a) shall be re-lettered as clause (ab) and
before that the following new clauses (a) and (aa) shall be
added, namely:-

“(a) “administrative department” means the department of the
respective Provincial Government to which business of

this Act in the provincial domain stands allocated;

(aa) “administrative division” means the division of the
Federal Government to which business of this Act in the

Federal domain stands allocated;”;
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(1) in clause (b), the words “to be”, shall be omitted;

(iii)  after clause (b), amended as aforesaid, the following new

clause shall be inserted, namely:—

“(ba) “Chairperson” means Chairperson of the
concerned appellate Committee;”;

(1v) clause (c) shall be omitted;

(v) after clause (d), the following new clauses shall be inserted,

namely:—

“(da) “member” means a member of the concerned appellate
committee;

(db) “person” shall have the same meaning as assigned thereto
in section 11 of the Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of

1860);”; and

(vi)  in clause (g), for the word “juristic”, the word “legal” shall be

substituted.

3. Amendment of section 3, Act XIII of 2016.- In the said Act, in
section 3, in sub-section (1), in clause (c), after the word “certificate”, the words

“of accuracy” shall be inserted.

4. Substitution of section 4, Act XIII of 2016.- In the said Act, for

section 4, the following shall be substituted, namely:—
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(iy in clause f} for the word “fine”, the words “administragive = °
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L) 1 < - - ... (3)
1. |Secretary of the adminisirative division of Chairverson
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secretary or ‘equivalent i A
5 |One  represenmtsiive  from Printing | - Member
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Publishers and Book Sellers Association LR
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14, Amendment of section 14, Act X1 of 2@'16' In the said Act, in

sectzon 14 ‘the words “authorzzed for this purposu by the Cell”, the expressmn “of
the ceii auﬁmnzed for this pm*p{:;s:in by the' aémmmtratwe d1v1510n or, as the case

may be t_he admmvstrafzve deppftme"; % Qhaﬁ be qubstttuted

f IS Amendment of section 15, Acf XBLI of 26}16 In the sald Act, in

-sectien 15,-
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(A) V m §§b-sécti0ﬁ (2) ;
@
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clause (a) shali be o:mtted ‘
in clause (b} the words “holdmg a Iaw degree ﬁ'om & -
recogmzed umverszty or aperson” shall be omltted, and -
in clause (c), for the Word. “prmter” the wcrd prmi:mg- :

shaﬂ be subsututed

'_aﬁer sub-secuon (3) Lhe following new subﬂsevuﬂn (3A) shall

be i mse; rted, nameiy -




“(3A) The publisher shall be bound to publish within two
months the updated version of law of Pakistan containing all
the amendments in respect of which a certificate of accuracy
has been issued by the Cell and where a subsequent amendment
is made after issuance of the certificate of accuracy in the law
of Pakistan, the publisher shall be bound to seek within two
months of the amendment fresh certificate of accuracy for
publishing the updated law of Pakistan within two months afier
issuance of the fresh certificate of accuracy.”.

16. Amendment of section 17, Act XIII of 2016.— In the said Act, in
section 17, in sub-section (1), after the word “Pakistan”, occurring for the first

time, the words “in its respective domain” shall be inserted.

17. Amendment of section 19, Act XIII of 2016.- In the said Act, for

section 19, the following shall be substituted, namely:—

“19. Penalty.— (1) If a person publishes or sells a law of Pakistan
in violation of all or any of the requirements under section 15, the Cell may,
subject to notice and opportunity of hearing, direct the person to pay a
penalty of an amount which may extend to fifty thousand rupees.

(2) In case of recurring breach as specified in sub-section (1), the
person shall be subject to a penalty which may extend to one hundred
thousand rupees.”.

18. Amendment of section 20, Act XIII of 2016.- In the said Act, in
section 20,-
(i)  in sub-section (1),—

(a) the words “simple imprisonment for a term which may

extend to three months and” shall be omitted; and
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in the marginal heading, fer the ‘word “juiistic”, the word

b,

for Lhe _word “hel jv; the Words “ls found gmity” shaii be
'substxtated, '

EEE S

for the Wﬂl‘dS “gmlty of occumﬂg for the ﬁrst t;me, the wor '

13 convmtea for” shaH be subst;tuted

aﬁe; the ‘word. “firm occumng for the second time, the h

W,

: _'"expressmn “, by whatever name called,” shall be inserted; aﬂd

®

for the word “and” the Word “or” shall ba subst1tuted

Amendmeﬁt ef sectmn 2% Aet 4518 ef 2016 In the saui Act in

section 22,~

i o

i

ot

Ly

in ’éﬂbfection (1),—,-

: (a) " for the Worci “person” the emresswn “ofﬁcer of th.e Cell 2

* with przor 2pprova o} of admtnrstr&twe dlYlSlO}_‘! or, asthe

case may he, _admmISEIcethG depﬁrﬁnent” shaii be

[

| _'-subs.f::‘az:,f.afg and




(b)  after the word “Magistrate”, the words “of the” shall be

inserted; and

(i1)  in sub-section (2),—
(a) after the word “Magistrate”, the words “of the” shall be
inserted; and
(b)  for the expression “(V of 1898)”, the expression “(Act V
of 1898)” shall be substituted.
21. Amendment of section 23, Act XIII of 2016.- In the said Act, in
section 23, for the word “supervisory”, occurring twice, the words “concerned

appellate” shall be substituted.

22. Amendment of section 24, Act XIII of 2016.- In the said Act, in

section 24, for the word “supervisory”, the word “appellate” shall be substituted.

23.  Substitution of section 25, Act XIIT of 2016.- In the said Act, for

section 25, the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“25. Power to make rules.— The administrative division and the
administrative department may in their respective domain, by notification in

the official Gazette, make rules for carrying out the purposes of this Act.”.

24. Insertion of section 26A, Act XIII of 2016.- In the said Act, after

section 20, the following new section 26A shall be inserted, namely:-

“26A. Indemnity.- No suit, prosecution or other legal
proceedings shall lie against the Federal Government, the Provincial
Governments, any officer of the Cell or any other person exercising any
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power or performing any function unde
which is in good faith done or intended o be done uiider this Act or the m‘;ez:
 made thereunder.”.

S'I‘ATEMEI\T - OF OBIECTS AND REASONS

Pursuant to the direciions of the Sup'"eme Court of the Islaxmc Repubhc

of Paklstan in its judgment reported as PLD 2015 SC 257 10 maL.c alaw to -

regulale pubhcatz.on of error free law books and their i:ranslaﬁon, the

- Publication of Laws of Pakistan Act, 2016 was enacted after passng of 6
resolutzons by the Prowncxal Assembhes of Baioch;stan ‘hhyber Pakhmnkhm a,

Punjab and Sindh under Artlcle 144 of the- Constitution to tbe ‘effect that
Maj!zs—e-Shaora (Parhament) may by faw regulate the matter

2, ; In accordance w;tb another judgment of the Supreme Court reported as %

__.?LD 2016 SC 808, the Cabmet in its meeting held on the 12“‘ April, 2018 in.

,";-. Case No. 241:’15/2018 decxded that all’ Mlmstnes and D1v1310us should in-
consultation w1th the Law and Justice Dwxsmn make amendments m respectwes. ;

Acts and rules and substitute the words “Federal Govemment” with appropriate

i authonuP,s so as to decrease the worI\ 1oad of the Cabinet before which every

; _case in petty matters is presently brou_ht for conszdﬂratmn where powers have

bcen ocnferrcd on the Fedcral Govcmment in various laws and rules :

% The: salci Act 15, therefore, reqmrcd to be amended a]so for smooth

functioning of the Laws of ?alc:stan Cell, to: encourage and facilitate the'

: pubhsher to. pubhsh more Jaw books at low cost for general pubhc to increase .
the perxod for issuance of certificate of accuracy fmm twenty workmg days to
three months Smnlarly, to “omit pumsbment of i _mpnsonment m order to
: ncomagc more pubhshers to pubhsh the law books and’ also to provlde for

: mdemmty to’ protect the Federal Govemment, Provincial GOVernmems and

officers -of the respecuve Cells exercising any powcrs or performing any

functlons under the said Af‘t

3. The Bill has been d%lgncd to achicve the aforesaid obJective

ey b [ Sd!- '
- N - AZAV NAZEER TARAR
‘. Minister for Law and Justice



