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Acts, Ordmances, Pres1dent’s Orders and Regulatxons |

SR ,' NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SECRETARIAT e '
o _ Islamabad the 30th December 7022
No F23(60)/2022-Leoxs —The following . Act of Maﬂzs—euShoora

: (Parhament) received the assent of the,President on the 30th December 2022 is

hereby pubhshed for general mformatmn — - : :
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to ensure access of medza to pe7 sons in all mattel S of publzc impor tance
: _«through Pakzstan sign language

" WHEREAS it is exped1ent for deaf pelsons to access mformatlon in all

matters connected‘therewrch and mmdental thereto .

",f . - -
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matters of public importance through ‘Pakistan sign language’ broadcast media as ¢
-.guaranteed by the’ Constitution of the Islamic Repubhc of Pakistan and for
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1.

Itis hereby enacted as follows —

A

Short trtle, extent and commencement —(L). Thrs Act shall be

called the Access to the Media (Deat) Persons Act, 2022,

T (gz)
e

) . 2_:. :
the subject or context,—’

@

It extend to the whole of Paklstan

It shall comie into force at once

Definitions—(1) In th1s Act unless there is anything repuonant in

“Authouty” 'means the Paklstan Electromc Medla Regularor_y N
Authority. established : under section 3 of the Pakistan’ Electronic- -

. Media Reoulatory Authorrty Ordmance 2002 (X1 0f 2002);

(b)

©

* asetof closed transmrssron

NOIN

.
®

@ -

E(d) |

-“Board” means thé Natlonal Polrcy Board establlshed unde1

section5; -

“broadcast media” nf‘eans such media which. originate and,‘

© propagate broadcast and prer ecordad signals by terrestrial mearis or
through satelllte fortelevision and-includes teleportlng, provision of .

access to broadcast signals by channel’ providers and such, other-
forms of broadcast media as the Authority may, with the approval
of the Government, by nouﬁcatlon in the official Gazette spemfy, '

o

“Cable TV means 1ecept10n of broadcast and prerecorded signals .

from different channels and their distribution to subscribers through
: -

channel” means the set of frequencres that a’ broadcast station
occupies for broadcasting; o

“Division concemed” means the Dlvrsron to ‘which the busmess of '

this Act’ shall stands allocated s

electromc media” mclude_s the broadcast media and distribution
services; : R ’ :

“Government” means the Federal Govemment

medla ‘means commumcatlon used recrularly for, broadcastmg of o

}
mformatron and expression of views dnd_opinions through

- electronic - media including state sponsored and puvate televrslon
’ channels for the purpose of thls Act;,

2 mcmber means a member of the Board and mcludes the

Charrperson

[ParTI 2

v

T e
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)

B (1_()_ natronal broadcaster” " means . the Paklstan Broadcastmg

‘Corporatron the Pakistan Televrslon Corporation and the Shahmar S o

Recordmg and Broadcastmg Company, Lo

‘ (lj ;.“Paklstan sign - language” is. the preferred language of Paklstan 5

deaf  population holdmg the same  status, as mmorlty spoken:-.._"__’ "

languages ' CIEI :ﬂl

: '(rrr) prescubed” means prescrrbed by the rules or regulatrons made A,

underthlsAct ; § DT B e L

=

- (n) “regulatlons” means the regulatlons made under this Act; and

1

' (o) L« rules mé‘ans the rules made under thrs Act

g

‘s

(2) The words and express1ons used herein and not deﬁned but deﬁned -

in the Pakistan Electromc Media Regulatory Authority Ordmance 2002 (XHI of -

,2002) or in;any other law for the:time, being enforced shall have the sarie
' ;meanmgs as as31gned to them i in the respectlve laws and rules made thereunder

3. Responsrbrhty of the Authorxty —(l) After six months of the'.
commencement -of this Act,: the Government shall not allow to broadcast any

. news bulletin on the national broadcaster state or privatesrun electronic miedia,’
private television channels, -Cable TV or: ‘any other broadcast med1a without

- Pak1stan s1gn language 1nterpreters : :

ST (2) After one year of the: commeneement of thrs Act, the Govemment L

ST f.shall not allow to broadcast any programi, entertainment,” advertisement, talk
© ¢ “show, drama, film or any other pictorial segment on-the- national broadcaster,

" media; private television:. channels Cable TV or any other broadcast media

w1thout Pakxstan srgn language 1nterpreters - :

'4. Appomtment of the Paklstan sign languaae mterpreters —The

. Government and private owned media- houses wrthm six months,. shall appoint -

and Pak1stan sign language 1nterp1 eters for can'yrng out the- purposes of this- Act.

W . after the commencemént of this. Act, within three months ‘shall constitute a-
' Boardto be known as the NatTonal Pohcy"Board for the ] purposes of the access of.
medra through Pakrstan srgn language to deaf persons e - o

(2) The Board shall cons1st of —

[ S
(b) Secretary of the. D1v1510n conc;erned, oo Membei

- 1

- 5 ' Estabhshment of Natlonal Polrcy Board —(l) The Govemment,',- o '3"‘5' '

(a) Mrmster—m—Charge —e S Chazrperson L




Soe

._1240, : TI-DEGAZETTE OF PAKISTAN E}(TR.A DECEMBER3I 2022 [PARTI .

=3

(c) two members from the Senate one each . o
from goyemment and’ opposmon o " Members

(d) two.members from the National Assembly, R
- one each from govemment and opp051t10n . Members

(e) Chief Executive or head of Natlonal EEER
Instltute of Rehabrhtatron Medicine (NIRM); - Member

-

(f) one representatlve from Division
concerned not below the rank of Jomt .- - 4
Secretary, ; o ) ' . Member

(g) Chalrman of the Paklstan EIectromc Vs ) A A
o  Media Regulatory Authorrty,: e 7 Member

i (h) one representative from Ministry of *
Federal Education' and,Professional -« = . =~
.. Training not below the rank of Jomt o e e
‘ Secretary, o 'i‘ S o -t Member

(i) - one representatlve of the Division
concerned ndt below the rank of J omt _ Ty :
" Secretary (BPS- -20); e , " Member- .
i (]) representatlve from the Deaf commumty. T,
~iin Paklstan as nommated by the deaf " Member

(k) representatlves from orgamzatrons servmg
the Deaf commumty Number of hearing
7.~ . . representatives from these organization
' ' should not exceed 10% of the number of
_deaf representatiVes allocated in clause (j). - Members

(.:) The member at clause (1) shall act as. secretary of the Board ds well.

(4) & The Board shall co- opt any person as member.

~

(5) The secretarrat of the Board shall be at main ofﬁce of the Authorlty

‘ (2 Procedure for transactlon of busmess —(1) The Board shalI meet :
regularLy atsuch’ time as the Chah person thmks fit, but at least once in every 31x
‘months. ' N

(2) All demsrons ata meetmg shall be taken by majorlty

o Provrded that in the case of equahty of votes, the ‘Chairpersofi or inhis
,,absence the person presrdmg shall- have and can exexclse a second or. casting
vote. = - : S

~

/I
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(3) If for any 1 reason; the Chalrperson is uniable to attend a meetmcr of
the Board -any member choser_r by the members present from amongst themselves

)

. .. 4) Quorum of the meetmg shall not be less than ﬁfty percent of LtS
total membershrp at the time of such meetmg : g

®) . In the event of a reqursltron signed and presented by one—fouxth of

. the members, the Chauperson shall call a meeting®of'the Board within seven ddys -
. of such 1equ131t10n pr esented to the Chalrperson R S

7. Ofﬁcers and other employees of the Board —(1) The Authouty

=of e after approval of the Government shall appomt officers and other employees of
' the Boald on such terms and condrtrons as may be p1 escr 1bed

s

(2) “The Secretary shall be responsrble for proper admrnlstratron of -
affairs- of the Board and its day-to-day management and shall exercise and

‘discharge such. other-powers and perform such other functrons as may "be

prescribed. . . . : : °

Functron of the Board —The Board shall have the responsrblhty

. to achteve and implement objectives -of this Act an%’:tb assxst the government on

all matters for the access of medla to deaff persons.

9. Procedure of the Boa‘rd.—'_—(l_)' The Board shall regulate its o'wri'

P

(2) All orders and decrsrons of the Board shall be authenticated by the
Secretary or any other. ofﬁcer of the Board duly authouzed by the Chalrperson in ..
this’ behalf _ A _ .

(3) The quorum for a meetmg of the Board shal] not be Iess than one
half of the total membershlp of the Board

(4) The decrs1on of the Board shall be faken by the majouty of its

‘members present and, in case of atie, the member presrdmg the meeting shall

have a castmg vote

C 10 Annual reports of the Board —(1 The Board shall prepare an
annual report on"the access of media to deaf persons and- shall lay the report -
before each-House of MaJhs e-Sh001a (Parliamient). : :

(2) The Board may at any t1me submlt spemal 1eport before each

: House of Ma_]llS -e-Shoora, on any matter which, in its opinion, is of such urgency - -
: 01 1mportance that it should not be deferred till submission of the annual report.

- .




1242 THE GAZETTE OF,PAKISTAN EXTRA., DECEMBER31,2022 [PARTI

(3) The Board shall a551st the Govemment in preparat1on of its perlod1c R o
. report in accordance ‘with 1nternatlonal declarations, conventions, treaties, = '
: covenants and agreements relatmg to the access.of media to deaf persons, .

- 11 Funds of the Board —(1) There shall bé estabhshed by the
4Government a fund to be known as the.access of media to deaf petsons fund o
- Wthh shall vest in the Board and shall be used by. the Board to meet’ charges in :

. _.connectron with its functtons under this"Act. :

(2) The sources of the Fund amongst other moneys may be the.

followmg, namely —

(@) _' such fund : as ‘the Governrnent shall allocate each ‘year as a nor-

lapsable grantin annual budget of the fiind;

- (b) - such voluntary donatlons contr1but10ns or subscr1pt10ns as be made
e by Provmc1al Governments . .

(c) ~donat10ns if any, made by _private 1nd1v1duals natxonal and
o 2 1nternat10nal natural and juristic persons

@ ’1ncome from mvestment by the Board as may be prescnbed and”

(e) all other sugns or properues or assets Wh1ch may in any manner.

become payable to or vest in the Board in respect of any matter. .-

(3) ‘The Board shall wh1le performmg its functlons and exercising its-
' 'powers under this Act, ensure highest. sense of prudence in respect of
- expenditures mcurred from the Fund -

) (4) The Fund shall be expended for the purposes of access of medla to-
~ deaf persons and for such other activities whrch fall within purv1ew of the Board.

(5) The Board may invest money from the Fund in’ accordance with
" instructions of the Government ' : :

. »
"

12.  Accounts -and audit of Board ——(1) The. Board shall maintain B

proper accounts and other’relevant records and prepare an annual statement of

-accounts in such form as may be prescnbed by the Government.

(2) The Secretary of the Board shall 'be the Pnnmpal Accountlng

Ofﬁcer of the Board and the accounts of the Board shall be audited by the -
~ Auditor General at such 1ntervals as may be specified by him.- '

>

(3) * The accounts of the ‘Board, as: cernﬁed by the Aud1tor General or
any other person appointed in his behalf, together with the audit report thereon - -

shall be forwarded annually to the Government by the Board and the Government
shall cause the audit report to be lald ‘as soon as may be after it 15 recerved
: before each House of the Parliament. - :

e
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13, ?ower of the Government to issue drrectrves.——The Government -
may, as and when it consrders necessary, issue directives to the Board on matters
_of policy-and such- directives shall be’ bmdmg on the Board and if, a-question
"arises as fo whether any matter is a mattér of pohcy or not, the decision. of the -
Govemment thereon shall befinal. G : : S

#.

- Government. such returns or other 1nformat1on with respect to its activities as the
Govemment may, from trme to time, 1equ1re Co

15. Offences —-(1) Any broadcast medla house person natronal :

broadeaster, media, state, private run media, _private television channels, Cable . -

TV or any other, broadcast media violates or abets to’ violate any. of the provision -
-of this Act shalI be. gu11ty of an offence under this Act and shall be punished with
_fine which may ef(tend to twenty thousand 1upees per day but shall not be below

. three thousand rupees per day

(2) ‘In case of contmuous v1olat10n of ‘more than Six. months, shall be :
punished with imprisonment of either: descmptlon for a term which may extend to
five years, or with ﬁne which- shall not be below one hundred thousand rupees
per month or both. : : '

16 Power to make rules — Wlthm two months of the commencement',

" of this Act,;the Government shall, in constltation with the Authorrty and by

notification in the ofﬁcral Gazette make rules to carryout purposes .of this Act.

o 17. Power to make regulatlons —The Authorlty with the- approval of .
the Board, may by rofification in the official Gazet‘e make regulatlons for:.
‘carrying out the purposes of this Act -

: 18, ; Power to remove drfﬁcultres and doubts —If any dlfﬁculty or
.doubt anses in giving-effect to the provisions of this Act, the.Government may,

_ by order i writing: published in the official Ghzette, make such provrsron asmay
_ appear to it to be necessary for removmg the: dlfﬁculty or doubt: L

perrod of three years from commencement of thrs Act. .

z

19 Act to overr;de other Iaws ——The prov131ons of this Act shall have
overriding effect not Wrthstandmg anythmg contamed in any other Jaw for the '
trme bemg in force

14 Returns or mformatxon —The Board shall furnish to. the o

Provrded that fio order shall-be made Under thls section aﬁer exprry ofa .-




1244 __THE GAZETTE OF PAKISTAN, EXTRA., DECEMBER 31,2022 [PARTI" L
— - e — I . 2
- . CORRIGENDUM e '
o .l"slah'zabévd,.' z‘/ée_&h Febr;i{qu, 2022 . o
-+ [t6 the Gazette of Pakistan, Extraordinary, Part-1, -
dated the 14th December, 2021, containing Act No. JQ(VI 0f2021]
In the SBP Banking .Se_rvicéés Corporation ‘(Amendment)' Act, }2021.’ at’
se (2), in paragraph (a), for the

page 890 of the Gazette, in clause 2, in sub-clau
expression “crec”, the expression “credit”, shall be substituted.

| TAHIR HUSSAIN, . -

' Secretary.
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