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SENATE SECRETARIAT

.~ SUBJECT: REPORT OF THE'SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR
At g - ONTHE CHRISTIAN MARRIAGE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2023,

SRR S8 R 4 Senator Mohsin Azﬁ Chamnan Senate Standmg Committee on I_nteuor have

PO

fhe honor'to present report of the'beﬁfnﬂttee on a Bill further to amend the Christian Marriage
"'lA'ct, 1872 [The Christian Marriage (Mendment) Bill, 2023]. This is a Private Member Bill
’fntroduce;c'l by Senétor_Ké.mran Michaél in the Senate sitting held on 30" Jarluary, 2023 and

*2 " Yoferred to Hié Sehate Stariding Committee on Interior for consideration and report.

3 ‘Z'L;-‘ T The cbmposition of the Committee is as under: -

* Sensitor Mohsin Aziz , | Chairman
Seﬁator Syed Yousuf Raéa Gillani | . Member
Senator Azam Nazeer Ta:rar _ _Membef :
" Bénator San;ma Mumtaz Zehrl , Memb eﬁ

* Sentfor Moula Bux Chandio Member

" Sendfor Saifullah Abro o Member

-Serator Rana Magqbool Ahmad - Member

- Sémator Paisal Saleem Rehman | ' Memb er

"” 5'Se1;1a€or Shahadat Awan . Member

* Senditor Paisal Subzwari Member

) ;Séna\'for Fawzia Arshad - -. \ | Member

* Sénafor Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti - Member
_ ~ Sendtor Dilawar Khan - Mexﬁbef :
© Senator Kamil Ali Agha ‘- _Member
Miinister fof Interior - Ex-Officio Member
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3. The Comimittee 1ncluded the Bill in its agenda Tor the meetings of the Commitiee

held on 8" March, 2023, 13% Aprﬂ 2023 and 8™ June 2023. On all the three occasic;ns, the |

Mover did not appear before the Comutiittee without any Jeave of absence! ’Iheh,forc, in the' ‘7

meeting of the Committee Leld ‘so‘n' 'Sﬂlr June, 2023 in terms of Standing Order 1\‘0.2'.2_3, the

" Committee con31dered the Bill in absence of the Mover Standing Order No.i.23 reads as ﬁhder:'
“Where the Mover whose leglslatlve or non—leglslatlve busmess is referred from -
the House fo the Cominittee, fails to attend two consecutwe cormmttee meetmgs B
in which his/her buéiness is take,l up on the agenda, the C(;mmlttee may, if'the °

""Mover absents thnself from the- fhird consecutive commitiee meeting, despite :

" telephomo mtlrnauon and NOthEa, the said matter may be taken up and disposed

- off in absence of the Mover and a report in this context be laid in the House

withinrthe’ sﬁpulated time period for whlch the matter was orif-riilally refe:rred.”

4 T ong® June, 2023, the meeting was attended by the followmg members:

" The meeting was attend'ed_ by the following Members:

1. Senator Mohsin Aziz i Chairman’
2 Senatbf Shahadat Awan - _ Member
3. Senator Kamﬂ Ali Agha - | © Member —
4. Senator Faisal Saleern Rehman Member
5. Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad | " Member
6. Senator Samina Muritaz Zehri . | | Membér
5 o ’fhe ICT Administration ;supported the proposed amendment as the Bill is consistent |

with the other laws' in respect of age of child.
6. 7 - Senator Shahadat Awan was of the view that the age of the.mafriage for the females

* ihould be sixteen (16) and for the males it should be eighteen (18).
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presented to the House. - -

7. Secretary Interior was also of the view that marriage age for females should be

sixteen (16) and for males it should be eighteen (18).

8. After detailed dmcussmn, the Committee unammously agreed with the suggestion of

Senator Shahadat Awan and Secretary Interior and recommended that the House may pass the'- _

Bill as reported by the Committee with amendment The Bill as 1ntroduced in (the Senate is at

Annexure-A and the Bill .2 reported by the Committee is at Annexm‘e-B. The Committee also

gave approval of prese

Secretary Commiftes

entajnion’ of report of the Committee to the House. Henge, this report is
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INTRODUCED ON 30.01.2023.
[AS INTRODUCED IN THE SENATE]

""BILL
further to amend the Christian Marriage Act, 1872

, WHEREAS it is expedient further to amend the Christian Marnage Act,
1872 (XV of 1872) for the purposes heremaf*ter appearnng, '

Itis hereby enacted as follows: -
1. Shorit titig, extent and. commencement.- (1) This Act shall be called

"the Christian Marriage (Amendment) Act, 2023,

(2) - It extends to the Islamabad Capital Territory.
(3) It shall come into force at once.

2. Amehdment of section 60, Act XV of 1872. - In the Christian
Marrlage Act, 1872 (XV of 1872), in section 60, in sub-section (1),~

(i) for the word "sixteen” the 'word, "eighteen”, shall be substituted;
and
© (1) -for the word “thirteen" the word, "eighteen", shall be
, substituted, _ '
e ++", STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

. Itis thefunction of‘theétate to protect the inviolable dignity of children as

“ their basic human rights and to protect children being married before age of -«

majority as “thelr basic rights td_ education and other anciliary rights would
otherwise be Infringed; The main purpose of .this enactment is to protect
children “from being s.exua!ly--:-abl_.!sed and’ to secure children thelr basic

~fundameéntal rights as:enshrined in 't_h'e Constitution of Pakistan of the Islamic

Republié .of'Pakistan.a-nd-ﬁhe? marriageable age In the other laws prevailing in

the country.

P - SENATOR KAMRAN MICHAEL
ey MEMBER-IN-CHARGE
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{Annexure-B)
[AS REPORTED-BY THE CQMMITTEE]‘
A |
BILL

further to amend the Christian Marriage Act, 1872

[Ie3

- WHEREAS it is e_xpe'dient further to amend the Christian Marriage Act, 1872 (XV of
- 1872), for the purposes hereinafter appeating;

- |

It is hereby enacted as follows:-

- -.1. Short title and commencement.- (1) This Act may be called the Chrlsttan
Marriage (Amendment) Act, 2023. . o 1o

. {2) It shall extend to the Islamabad Capital Territory.
(3) It shall come into force at once.

- xi2i Amendment of section 60,"Act XV of 1872.- In the Christian Marriage Ai:t, |
. 1872 (XV of 1872}, in section 60, in sub~ sect|on (1),-

TR : ;" (i} : for-the:word “Sixteen” the word “eighteen “ shall be substltuted
and

¢+ {ii} ..for the word “thirteen” the word “sixteen * shall be substituted.

A R L ~ 'SENATOR,KAMRAN MICHAEL
BE 1RB A Tw g% MEMBER IN CHARGE



