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SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES
Friday, the February 12, 2016
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad at 10:00 a.m in the
morning with Mr. Chairman (Mian Raza Rabbani) in
the Chair.
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accommodate you. Just let me read this ruling out.

Ruling of the Chairman with Reference to Council of
Common Interests (CCI)

A motion under Rule 218,of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate,
2012, notice of which was received on 26" November,
2015, was moved by Senator Sassui Palijo on 21*
December, 2015, in the 122" session of the Senate,
on the subject that;

“This House may discuss the domain and jurisdiction
of the Council of Common Interests (CCl) and the
situation arising out of non-convening of meeting of
the Council as required under clause (3) of Article 154
of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan.”

2. As this important constitutional question had
been raised frequently in prior sessions of the Senate,
some Members urged the Chairman to make an
observation. A tentative observation was made, which
is part of the proceedings of the said sitting but |
reserved my Ruling.

3. The pivotal role of the Council of Common
Interests (CCl) and such like institutions in a
participatory federal constitutional framework cannot
be under played. In the Pakistani constitutional
framework, it is necessary to trace the historic
continuity of inter-provincial and federal government
foras.

CONSTITUTIONAL HISTORY

The Government of India Act, 1935:
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Section 135 of the said Act provided as under:-

“(135)  Provisions with respect to an Inter-Provincial
Council

If at any time it appears to His Majesty upon
consideration of representations addressed to him by
the Governor-General that the public interests would
be served by the establishment of an Inter-Provincial
Council charged with the duty of—

(@)  inquiring into and advising upon disputes which
may have arisen between Provinces;

(b)  investigating and discussing subjects in which
some or all of the Provinces or the Federation and one
or more of the Provinces, have a common interest; or

(c)  making recommendations upon any such
subject and, in particular recommendations for the
better co-ordination of policy and action with respect
to that subject,

It shall be lawful for His Majesty in Council to establish
such a Council, and to define the nature of the duties
to be performed by it and its organization and
procedure. An Order establishing any such Council
may make provisions for representatives of Indian
States to participate in the work of the Council.”

The Constitution, 1956:

The Constitution, 1956 also set in place a dispute
resolution mechanism to settle any disagreement
between and within the Central and Provincial
Governments. It provided under Article 156, that the
Supreme Court in its original jurisdiction may take up
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any dispute between, (a) the Federal Government and
Government of one or both Provinces, or (b) the
Federal Government and one Province or other
Provinces, and (c) between the Provinces.

The said Constitution authorized the President to
establish an Inter-Provincial Council if it appeared to
serve the public interest. Articles 130 and 156 are
reproduced as under:

ARTICLE 130:

“ 1 30 . -ProvimcialeGQouncik— If at any time it
appears to he President that the public interest would
be served by the establishment of an hRewvincial
Council charged with the duty ef(a) investigating

and discussing subjects in which the Provinces, or the
Federation and one or both of the Provinces, lmave
common interest; or (b) making recommendations
upon any such subject and, in particular,
recommendations for the better -oodination of
policy and action with respect to that subject, the
President may, with the consent of the Governors of
the Provincesestablish such a Council and define the
nature of the duties to be performed by it, and its
organi zation and procedur e.

ARTICLE 156:

“156. National {(BdherPesdert Counci l
shall constitute a National Economic Council which
shall consistfo—

(@) the Prime Minister, who shall be the Chairman
of the Council;



(b) the Chief Ministers and one member from each
Province to be nominated by the Chief Minister; and

(c) four other members as the Prime Minister may
nominate from time to time.

(2) The National Economic Council shall review the
overall economic condition of the country and shall,
for advising the Federal Government and the
Provincial Governments, formulate plans in respect of
financial, commercial, social and economic policies;
and informulating such plans it shall, amongst other
factors, ensure bBanced development and regional
equity and shall also be guided by the Principles of
Policy set out in Chapter 2 of Pkut

(3) The meetings of the Council shall be summoned
by the Chairmar on a requisition made by chalf
of the members of the Council.

(4) The Council shall meet at least twice in a year
and the quorum for a meeting of the Council shall be
one-half of its total membership.

(5) The Council shall be responsible to the #4ajli
Shoora (Parliament) and shall submit an Annual
Report to each House of MagsShoora
(Parliament) .”

Under Article 200, Constitution, 1956, the President
could appoint a Board for each Province consisting of
representatives of the Federal and Provincial
Governments to advise the Federal Government on
matters relating to Post and Telegraph (Federal
subject) in the Province.



The Constitution, 1956, further provided for the
establishment of two other governmental foras,
where both the Federal and Provincial Governments
were represented. Said Foras were the National
Finance Commission (NFC) and the National Economic
Council (NEC).

The NFC comprised of the Federal Finance Minister, as
Chairman, along with the Provincial Finance Ministers
and other relevant officials who could only be
appointed after consultation with the Governors of
the Provinces.

The NEC was to be constituted by the President,
consisting of four (4) Federal Ministers, three (3)
Ministers from each Province and the Prime Minister
was to be the Ex-Officio Chairman.

The Constitution, 1962:

The Constitution, 1962, to a great extent adopted the
mechanism for dispute resolution between the Centre
and the Provinces as was provided in the Constitution,
1956. It granted powers to the Supreme Court in such
disputes, however, the modalities of dispute
resolution under-went certain changes.

The provision of Inter-Provincial Council as provided
under Article 130 of the Constitution, 1956, was not
included in the said Constitution. It continued with the
provisions of the NFC and NEC.



Article 132, Constitution, 1962, gave powers to the
Provincial Assemblies to legislate on residual matters.
The Central Legislature had exclusive jurisdiction to
make laws with respect to any matter enumerated in
the Third Schedule thereof. However, the powers of
the Central Legislature were greatly enhanced
through clause (2) of Article 131 which is reproduced
as under:

“ ( 2Where the national interest of Pakistan in
relation to--

(a) the security of Pakistan incladithe economic
and financial stability of Pakistan; or

(b) planning or cebrdination; or

(c) the achievement of uniformity in respect of any
matter in different parts of Pakistan.

So requires, the Central Legislative shall have power to
make laws (inchling laws having extreerritorial
operation) for the whole and any part of Pakistan with
respect to any matter not enumerated in the Third
Schedul e.”

The said Constitution, granted special legislative
powers to the Central Legislature in the name of
national interest.

The Constitution, 1973:

The Constitution, 1973, in the matter of dispute
resolution provided for the Council of Common
Interests (CCl), under Article 153 of the said
Constitution.

Article 153 is reproduced herein as under:
8



“ 1 5(B). Thee shall be a Council of Common
Interests, in this Chapter referred to as the Council, to
be appointed by the President.

(2) The members of the Council shalt be
(@) the Chief Ministers of the Provinces, and

(b) an equal number of members from the Fatle
Government to be nominated by the Prime Minister
from time to time.

(3) The Prime Minister, if he is a member of the
Council, shall be the Chairman of the Council but, if at
any time he is not a member, the President may
nominate a Federal Minister whs a member of the
Council to be its Chairman.

4 The Council shall be responsib

The said Constitution also provided under Article 154
that Parliament, in Joint Sitting, may from time to
time, by resolution issue directions through the
Federal Government to the Council generally, or in
particular matters to take action as Parliament may
deem just and proper and such directions shall be
binding on the Council. It further provided that if the
Federal Government or a Provincial Government is
dissatisfied with a decision of the Council, it may refer
the matter to Parliament in a Joint Sitting whose
decision in this behalf shall be final.

Article 155, provided that if an interest of the
Province, the Federal Government or the Federal
Administrative Tribal Areas or any of the inhabitants
thereof, in water from any natural source of supply
have been or are likely to be effected prejudicially, the
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Federal or Provincial Governments concerned may
make a complaint in writing to the Council.

Article 184, provided for resolution of disputes
between any two or more Provincial Governments or
Federal and Provincial Governments, by invoking the
original jurisdiction of the Supreme Court of Pakistan.

Article 160, provided for the constitution and
functioning of the National Finance Commission
(NFC). A major departure from the past constitutional
practice of the NFC being constituted on the
prerogative of the President was taken away.

Article 156, provided for the constitution of the
National Economic Council. Departure from the past
constitutional practice of the prerogative of the
President in this constitution was omitted.

Article 70(4), provided for three (3) Legislative Lists in
the Fourth Schedule namely, the Federal Legislative
List Part-l, the Federal Legislative List, Part-Il and the
Concurrent Legislative List. All residuary powers of
legislation rested with the Provincial Assembilies.

| will now proceed to examine the functions and
responsibilities of the Council of Common Interests
(CCl) as they stood prior to the 18" Constitutional
Amendment.

FUNCTION OF THE COUNCIL OF COMMON INTERESTS:

(aa) Article 154, Constitution, 1973, provided that
the CClI shall, formulate and regulate policies in
relation to matters in the Federal Legislative List, Part-
II, and shall exercise supervision and control over
related institutions.
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(bb) There were total 8 Items in the Federal
Legislative List, Part-Il, over which the CCl was to
formulate and regulate policies and exercise
supervision and control over related institutions. The
said List is reproduced as under:

PART Il
1. Railways.

2. Mineral oil and natural gas; liquids and
substances declared by Federal law to be dangerously
inflammable.

3. Development of industries, where development
under Federal ctrol is declared by Federal law to be
expedient in the public interest; institutions,
establishmert, bodies and corporations administered
or managed by the Federal Government immediately
before the commencing day, including [Pakistan Water
and Power DeVepment Authority and the Pakistan
Industrial Development Corporation]; all undertakings,
projects and schemes of such institutions,
establishments, bodies and corporations, industries,
projects and undertakings owned wholly or partially by
the Federationor by a corporation set up by the
Federation.

4., Council of Common Interests.

5. Fees in respect of any of the matters in this Part
but not including fees taken in any court.

6.  Offences against laws with respect to any of the
matters in this Part.
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7. Inquiries and statistics for the purposes of any of
the matters in this Part.

8. Matters incidental or ancillary to any matter
enumerated in this Part.

(cc) Clause (2) of Article 154, Constitution, 1973,
provided that the Council may frame its own Rules of
Procedure unless provision in this regard was made by
an Act of Parliament.

(dd) Clause (4) of Article 154, Constitution, 1973,
provided that, the Council shall act in accordance with
the directions of Parliament given in a Joint Sitting.

(ee) Article 155, Constitution, 1973, provided that
the Council shall take cognizance of disputes
pertaining to distribution of water.

(ff)  Article 153, Constitution, 1973, provided that
the CCl is responsible to the Parliament.

Constitution, 1973 (as amended by the Eighteenth
Constitutional Amended Act, 2010).

The All Parties Constitutional Committee, which
drafted the 18" Constitutional Amendment, and
subsequently Parliament which passed the 18"
Amendment, with deliberate intent and design
enhanced and widened the scope, functions and
responsibilities of the Council of Common Interests
(CClI).

This intent of the legislature drew from amongst other
strands of the 18™ Amendment namely, (i) the
increase in Items in the Federal Legislative List, Part-Il,
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from 8 to 18, and (ii) the abolition of the Concurrent
Legislative List. Their wisdom perceived that with
devolution of 48 Items in the Concurrent Legislative
List, the necessity for greater inter-provincial and
provincial-federal harmony in policy formation and
other related matters will be necessary. This laced
with and, placed in juxtaposition to the increase in
ltems in the Federal Legislative List, Part-ll, as a
consequence, the enlargement in the number of
related institutions, over which it is to exercise
supervision and control, the role of the Council will be
magnified in comparison to when it functioned under
the Constitution, 1973, prior to the 18" Amendment.
Therefore, the said Amendment provided for and
amended Articles 153 & 154 of the Constitution, 1973,
in the following amongst other terms:-

(aa) Article 153 was amended to provide — (i) The
Council shall consist of, the Prime Minister, as the
Chairman of the Council; (ii) the Chief Ministers of the
Provinces (iii) three (3) Members from the Federal
Government to be nominated by the Prime Minister
from time to time. The CCl shall submit an Annual
Report to both the Houses of Majlis-e-Shoora
(Parliament).

(bb) Article 154 was amended to provide, (i) the
Council shall be constituted within 30 days of the
Prime Minister taking oath of office; (ii) the Council
shall have a permanent secretariat and shall meet at
least once in 90 days.

The said Article provides that Prime Minister may
convene the meeting on the request of the Province
on an urgent matter.
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(cc) The 18™ Constitutional Amendment, made a
departure from the Constitution, 1973, and provided
that the Prime Minister shall be the Chairman of the
Council. No Federal Minister can act or be appointed
as its Chairman. This amendment was made in order
to underline the importance of the Council for
amongst others, the reasons stated hereinabove.

(dd) The 18™ Constitutional Amendment, further
emphasized the importance of the CCl, when it
provided that the same shall be constituted within 30
days of the Prime Minister taking oath of office.

(ee) The intent of the amendment, as reflected in
para (dd) above, whereas, on the one hand was to clip
the delay in its formation, on the other, it emphasized
the role of the CCl in terms of, and in relation with,
the Items listed in the Federal Legislative List, Part-Il, is
no less than the Federal Cabinet provided under
Article 91, Constitution, 1973.

(f) The drafters of the 18" Constitutional
Amendment, were conscious of the sordid history
relating to or pertaining with the meetings of the CCl,
wherein from its creation in 1973 till 2010,
approximately only 11 meetings were held. Therefore,
the intermingling of the almost non-functional status
of the CCI, inter-twining it with the increase in the
number of Items in the Federal Legislative List, Part-Il,
and finally twisted by the devolution of 49 Items
through the abolition of the Concurrent Legislative
List, provided the rope which necessitated that a
minimum number of meetings and the stipulated
period within which they are to be held, be provided
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for in the Constitution. Therefore, it is a constitutional
obligation that the CCl meet at least once in 90 days.

(gg) For the sake of avoiding repetition, let it suffice,
that for the reasons stated herein above, it became
necessary and imperative, that with the enhanced
guantum of work, the CCl functions with its own
Secretariat in order to receive cases, summaries and
reports etc. and subsequently to oversee the
implementation of the decisions, directives and orders
of the CCI. Therefore, it was so provided.

(hh) Clause (5) of Article 154, provided that the CCl,

until Parliament so frames, can formulate its Rules of

Procedure. The said Rules known as, “ Rul es of
Procedur e of Counci | of Common
were published in the Gazette of " August, 2010.

(i)  Rule 4 of the said Rules provides for, “ T h e
Functi ons oShedtldlef th€xidmleai | "
provides a list of cases to be submitted to the Council,

it has 22 Entries. Rule 4, gives operation to the
command contained in clauses (1) & (2) of Article 154

of Constitution, 1973. The said Entries are reproduced

as under:

SCHEDULE |
CASES TO BE SUBMITTED TO THE COUNCIL
Railways;

Mineral oil and natural gas, liquids and substances
declared by Federal law tobe dangerously
inflammable;
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Development of industries, where development under
Federal control is declared by Federal law to be
expedient in the public interest; institutions,
establishments, bodies and corporations administered
or managed by the Feder@overnment immediately
before the commencing day, including Water and
Power Development Authority and Pakistan Industrial
Development Corporation and all undertakings,
projects and schemes of such institutions,
establishments, bodies and corporations; stdes,
projects and undertakings owned wholly or partially by
the Federation or by a corporation set up by the
Federation;

Electricity;

Major ports, that is to say, the declaration and
delimitation of such ports, and the constitution and
power of port autorities therein;

All regulatory authorities established under a Federal
law;

National planning and national economic coordination
including planning and coordination of scientific and
technological research;

Supervision and management of public debt;
Censs;

Extension of the powers and jurisdiction of members of
a police force belonging to any Province to any area in
another Province, but not so as to enable the police of
one Province to exercise powers and jurisdiction in
another Province without the cam of the

Government of that Province; extension of the powers
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and jurisdiction of members of a police force belonging
to any Province to railway areas outside that Province;

Legal, medical and other professions;

Standards in institutions for higher edtica and
research, scientific and technical institutions;

Inter-provincial matters and eordination;
Council of Common Interests;

Fees in respect of any of the matters specified inlPart
of the Federal Legislative List but not including fees
taken in ay court;

Offences against laws with respect to any of matters in
Partll of the Federal Legislative List;

Inquiries and statistics for the purposes of any of the
matters in Part Il of the Federal Legislative List;

Matters incidental or ancillary to any net
enumerated in Paill of the Federal Legislative List;

Complaints as to interference with water supplies
(Article 155);

Implementation of the directions given by the
Parliament for action by the Council under Article
154(6);

Submission of Annual Repdd both Houses of
Parliament (Article 153(%)and

Resolutions of disputes with respect to construction of
Hydro electric station in any Province (Article 157(3)
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(jj)  Similarly, Rule 10 provides for the manner of
submission of cases, the preparation of summaries
and documents that are to be submitted before the
CCl. The same are more fully described in Schedule-II
& Il of the said rules.

(kk) In order to elaborate the enormity of work of
the CCI, in terms of formulation and regulation of
policies, supervision and control over related
institutions i.e. all autonomous and semi-autonomous
bodies or those created or functioning under a
Federal Statute as provided under the Federal
Legislative List, Part-Il. The said List is reproduced as
under:

“( liwayR a

Mineral oil and natural gas, liquids and substances
declared by Federal law to be dangerously
inflammable;

Development of industries, where development under
Federal control is declared by Federal law to be
expedient in the public interest; institrs,
establishments, bodies and corporations administered
or managed by the Federal Government immediately
before the commencing day, including Water and
Power Development Authority and Pakistan Industrial
Development Corporation and all undertakings,
projects and schemes of such institutions,
establishments, bodies and corporations; industries,
projects and undertakings owned wholly or partially by
the Federation or by a corporation set up by the
Federation;
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Electricity;

Major ports, that is to say, the daration and
delimitation of such ports, and the constitution and
powers of port authorities therein;

All regulatory authorities established under a Federal
Law;

National planning and national economic coordination
including planning and coordination afientific and
technological research;

Supervision and management of public debt;
Census;

Extension of the powers and jurisdiction of members of
a police force belonging to any Province to any area in
another Province, but not so as to enable the police of
one Province to exercise powers and jurisdiction in
another Province without the consent of the
Government of that Province; extension of the powers
and jurisdiction of members of a police force belonging
to any Province to railway areas outside that Piemyi

Lega) medical and other professions;

Standards in institutions for higher education and
research, scientific and technical institutions;

Inter-provincial matters and eordination;
Council of Common Interests;

Fees in respect of any of the matterghis Part but
not including fees taken in any court;
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Offences against laws with respect to any of the
matters in this Part;

Inquiries and statistics for the purposes of any of the
matters in this Part;

Matters incidental or ancillary to any matters
enumeat ed in this Part.”’”

2. Now turning to the question raised in the
motion under Rule 218, the subject matter of this
Ruling, namely, “situation arising out of non-
convening of the meeting of the Council as required
under clause (3) of Article 154 of the Constitution of
Islamic Republic of Pakistan”, from the record
available, the last meeting of the CCl was held on 18"
March, 2015.

Clause (3) of Article 154, Constitution, 1973, provides,
. .and shall m eherdfore,ahe c e
CCl should have stricto-sensomet on the 16" June,
2015 i.e. on the 90" day as required by the
Constitution, 1973. According to the statements of
Ministers, made on the floor of the House, the Council
of Common Interests has not met till the announcing
of this Ruling i.e. 331 days have passed and the CCl
has failed to meet or be summoned to meet. The
Federal Government is, and continues day to day, to
violate the provisions of clause (3) of Article 154 of the
Constitution, 1973.

The consequences that flow there-from , are grave
and can have a chaotic effect bringing the entire state
machinery pertaining to or dealing with the Items in
the Federal Legislative List, Part-ll to a grinding halt.
All matters relating to the formation and regulation of

20



policies and exercising supervision and control over
related institutions covered in the Federal Legislative
List, Part-Il, will be of no legal effect, if they have not
been passed or approved by the Council of Common
Interests. Further, the Rules of the Council do not
provide for the Prime Minister to take a decision and
subsequently refer it to the Council for its approval,
nor can the Federal Cabinet constituted under Article
91 of the Constitution, 1973, arrogate to itself the
powers conferred on the CCl through Articles 154 &
155 of the Constitution, 1973.

| am conscious of the constitutional chaos and
mayhem that can be created, therefore, I, reluctantly,
restrain to hold all such decisions, actions and orders
to be unconstitutional. However, any action taken in
violation of the constitutional scheme from ten days
after the date of announcement of this Ruling will be
in violation of the Constitution.

Before parting with this Ruling, the Senate Secretariat,
is directed to send a copy of the Ruling to the
President of Pakistan, Prime Minister of Pakistan,
Speaker, National Assembly, the Minister for Inter-
Provincial Coordination, Minister for Law and Justice
and the Provincial Chief Ministers.

MIAN RAZA RABBANI

Chairman Senate
Senate Sitting dated 12" February, 2016

124™ Session — Announced in the House.
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Mr. Chairman: Now we will move on to agenda
ltem No. 2. Senator Nuzhat Sadiqg Sahiba.

Further Discussion on the Commenced Clubbed
Motion Under Rule 218 Regarding Depriving Masses
of Reduction in Petroleum Prices and Imposing GIDC
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India (TAPI) pipeline project, LNG or other projects or
for price equalization or other imported alternative
fuel including LPG, LNG”.
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“Meanwhile Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA)
vide letter dated 14-10-2015, pointed out that the
authority in its determination of estimated revenue
requirement, categorically conveyed its stance to gas
utilities, financing of all mega gas pipelines and
projects should be through GIDC to avoid double
impact on consumers as the same consumers who are
paying GIDC and returns on assets.”
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“Government asks OGRA
to allow recovery of gas utilities” Rs.101 billion bank
loans from consumers. Under the federal budget, the
Government is to collect Rs.145 billion through GIDC
on gas sales during the current financial year. The
Government had given undertakings to parliament
and courts that the tax (GIDC) would be used for
construction of the gas pipeline network. The GIDC is
being collected from consumers, except residential,
for about five years with the sole objective of
arranging funds for the gas pipeline infrastructure to

facilitate utilization of imported gases from LNG and
proposed pipelines from Turkmenistan and Iran.”
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“The Council of Common Interesté shall

formulate and regulate policies in
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relation to matters in part Il of the
Federal Legislative List and shall exercise
supervision and control over related
institutions.”

‘e (3) KL
“The Council shall have a permanent
Secretariat and shall meet at least once in
90 days. Provided that the Prime Minister
may convene a meeting on the request of
a province on an urgent matter.”
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Mineral, Oil and Natural Gas. LNG comes squarely
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Mr. Shahid Khagan Abbasi, Minister for Petroleum and Natural
Resources
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. The motions are
talked out. We now move on to agenda Item No. 3
which stands in the name of Sentor Saeed Ghani.
Chairman, Standing Committee on Parliamentary
Affairs may move Item No. 3.

Presentation of Report of Standing Committee on
Parliamentary Affairs Regarding Amendment in
Electoral Rolls Act, 1974

Senator Saeed Ghani: | am honoured to present
report of the Committee on the Bill further to amend
the Electoral Rolls Act, 1974 [The Electoral Rolls
(Amendment) Bill, 2015].

Mr. Chairman: The report stands laid. We now
move on to agenda Item No. 4 which stands in the
name of Sentor Saeed Ghani. Chairman, Standing

Committee on Parliamentary Affairs may move ltem
No. 4.
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Presentation of Report of Standing Committee on
Parliamentary Affairs Regarding Delimitation of
Constituencies Act 1974

Senator Saeed Ghani: | am honoured to present
report of the Standing Committee on Parliamentary
Affairs on the Bill further to amend the Delimitation of
Constituencies Act, 1974 [The Delimitation of
Constituencies (Amendment) Bill, 2015].

Mr. Chairman: The report stands laid. We now
move on to agenda Item No. 5 which stands in the
name of Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi. Chairman,
Standing Committee on Law and Justice may move
[tem No. 5.

Presentation of Report of Standing Committee on
Law and Justice Regarding National Accountability
Ordinance, 1999

Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi: |, Chairman,

Standing Committee on Law and Justice intend to
present report of the Committee on the Bill further to
amend the National Accountability Ordinance, 1999
[The National Accountability (Amendment) Bill, 2015].

Mr. Chairman: The report stands laid. We move
on to agenda Item No. 6 which stands in the name of
Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi. Chairman,
Standing Committee on Law and Justice may move

ltem No. 6.

Presentation of Report of Standing Committee on
Law and Justice Regarding Publication of the Text of
the Laws of Pakistan Free from Errors

Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi: |, Chairman,
Standing Committee on Law and Justice like to
present report of the Committee on the Bill to ensure
publication of the text of the laws of Pakistan free
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from errors of reproduction, updating and printing
[The Publication of Laws of Pakistan Bill, 2015].

Mr. Chairman: The report stands laid. We now
move on to Item No. 7 which stands in the name of
Sentor Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai, Advovate.
Chairman, Standing Committee on Communications
may move Item No. /.

Presentation of Report of Standing Committee on
Communications Regarding Length of Motorways
under Construction

Senator Muhammad Daud Khan Achakzai,
Advocate: |, Chairman, Standing Committee on
Communications like to present report of the
Committee on starred question No. 119 asked by
Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi on 22" December,
2015, regarding the length of Motorways which are
presently under construction with province-wise
details.

Observation of the Chairman regarding
supplementary orders of the day and a news item
pertaining to construction of Chairman’s residence

Mr. Chairman: The report stands laid.

el 2 Lol ol
that this morning a letter was received from the
Ministry of Parliamentary Affairs. It was signed by
Ahmed Shamas-ur-Rehman, Assistant Secretary.

Joint Secretary, Legislation, Senate & . i U

:‘asubject/;l‘au@@ecretariat
Proposals for supplementary orders of the day for the
meeting of the Senate scheduled to be held on Friday
12" February, 2016. Madam, | am directed to refer to
the above subject and to request that the following
Government business may also be included in the
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supplementary orders of the day for the meeting of
the Senate scheduled to be held on Friday, 12
February, 2016 as required by Rule 26 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the

Jrort g O U 2 e N §05 /12 15 _siSenate 2012
Pakistan 4 supplementary orders of the day S« Ix
bill National # ¢ International Airlines Corporation
supplementary orders of the U/ 1xpass s Assembly
LeWef Lday
and they have quoted Rule 26. Under Rule 26, | have
refused to take up the supplementary order of the day
because Rule 26 provides;
Rule 26: Arrangement of Government Business
The Secretary shall arrange the Government
business in such order as the Leader of the House or
the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs or any other
Minister authorized by the Leader of the House may

intimate. Provided that such order shall be intimated
to the Secretary and that is Secretary Senate, a day

before (&v ¢s L) before the commencement of the

sitting to which the order relates.

Requisitioned session has been going on, today
is the third day, if the Government wanted to bring
this business to the House, it had three clear days in
which to intimate the Senate Secretariat and to bring
it on the orders of the day in terms of the rule that
they have quoted. The Rule 26, which they have
guoted, also says that “24 hours prior notice shall be
given.” Therefore, | have refused to accede to this
request and will not be taking up the supplementary
order of the day.
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we are not interested in this project till f‘apl'azwriting
2018 then it is the prerogative of the new Chairman to
u%&vévfflﬁpoguf@:decide what he wants to do.
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-Unoy prorogationuf/i?u:’w&‘lgtfaagd/_;f!_'pujt-jiu&_

-
Point of Order Raised by Senator Aitzaz Ahsan,
Leader of the Opposition regarding presence of
officials in the gallery

&Léuuﬂfuﬁg,J/Gf‘L/utgt/u“'ﬂf:..s/u:‘:g’u;;ﬂ;-;’f
]ntf{;ﬁfbfujz,:ay,gvch‘-zuc‘-u(noteé_u:’agfiﬂuf
Py u'?fz.; response —2 s J/L“uné:-ui‘ofﬂcials gallery
(j)ﬂ{])&ffx.(%%lgtn»?/)?}’/qu{/’u‘a(bi:ufdggu’lufdg
J@touché_u/!?issues;JVMufuﬂg.d;ﬁgzé_.,oL.a
S -interestsese 1 kbule N 6CCl,PEPRAZE L
points £t e Jbi sl u‘f/(n admissionse 5 Ll b Sol
i Toa by N2 UL S Sbriefd Ui officialsX & L raise
-fnﬁ"u}.)?ndebateulU}i»?r;i_,oL.a{);J/A/_l?Juéj//:/ﬁ
‘gj/(refer/issuesu??«l'g?‘auuayu(b;l':ui”/’-fvgl}%
uf/?uw}f_éissues raise:L?«T_gémmiquﬁ'?w
they U G A S TGS IS/ E w2 L $ 2 Foul L5 &
_qué‘ﬁg/&were sitting in the gallery
Point of Public Importance raised by Senator Saeed

Ghani regarding allotment of symbols for reserve
seats

L'/ag/?kﬁlwuuguf-:/émlufﬁg&:&ﬁgf}?f

Electoral ;ﬁﬁulfzarl;nrelatedu’{oku’lc%zunl:qlg
S 2 oo < v /(K Reforms Committee
Recently_uj&Tf&viuiwu}»u}funrecommendations

reserved seatstujLocal Government Elections ¥ >4~
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é-g@/@bvgi,u"fuigl/d/}%14Ji?cw?$!nu5}announce
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U.?g:u:‘w“f

Honourable Election Commission has therefore,
accorded approval that election symbols in reserve for
independent candidates shall be available for
allotment of contesting candidates irrespective of
political affiliation against the seats.
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Mr. Chairman: Saeed Ghani Sahib, there is
order of the Sindh High Court also.

Election ™ (& U tb Ty ulllz (5 a
/;U;:Zqu/Jlﬁ:§.4f&,lorderu-unp/ag JCommission
i TEC

to take it up with the u:fcyﬁmy*,l’:u:‘j{eg&
Eleétion Commission.
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Mr. Chairman: Saeed Ghani Sahib, no, no, | have

given you enough time, Saeed Ghani Sahib, no, | am

sorry. | have given you enough time on this point of
order.

Al Bt U2 SUmb d G a5
LS 2 2 e b s 281 2/ Election Commission !

1
- (*****)

lolo 6% 4 e tb Uexpunged s (¥ %% %) i L
Saeed Ghani Sahib, | have given you more ‘:/é K:,T

_gu@!y&_‘a.{ﬂfthan five minutes on a point of order.
Point of Public importance raised by Senator
Mohammad Azam Khan Swati Regarding Increase in
Drug Prices

Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati: Mr.
Chairman, it is very human and very urgent matter
and | want to draw the attention of the Government
to this matter that essential medicine prices have
gone up tremendously and also artificial shortage has
been created in the market. Even cardiac and blood
pressure medicines are not available in the market. |
think, the Government should take a serious note of
this and for heaven’s sake these multi-national and
national pharmaceutical companies are looting people
day and night. | think, there should be a curb and
there should be a restriction on that. | expect Mr.
Chairman, that the Government should take
immediate action against those international and
national pharmaceutical companies who have created

' [Word expunged by the orders of Mr. Chairman.]
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number one artificial shortage and two 25% prices
have gone up. Thank you.

oL G P T
Point of Public Importance raised by Senator
Kalsoom Perveen Regarding Undue rise in air tickets
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honourable Supreme fun%uf/(:ﬁunuf},«%/uﬁm{
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—{Idead body;?é_ui’flnJuV“Even_é_Lyyiﬂel;/uﬂuh‘L
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L S R g LT U S Tt
nlu:’noticeKu’!quELJfStanding Committee on Finance
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L airlines gf 2l u’(Competition Commission s Jcall
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KB F = S6 1 e ivUnoticelCommittee

| will now read out the prorogation order.
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“In exercise of the powers conferred by clause
(3) of Article-54 read with Article-61 of the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, |
hereby prorogue the Senate session on the conclusion
of its business on Friday the 12" of February, 2016.”

Sd/-
(Mian Raza Rabbani)
Chairman Senate

[The session was then prorogued sine die]
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