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SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Monday, the December 21, 2015

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad at four minutes past three
in the evening with Mr. Chairman (Mian Raza Rabbani) in
the Chair.
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Introduction of the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 2015

Mr. Chairman: We now take up agenda Item No.2.
It stands in the name of Senator Sassui Palijo. Please
move the agenda ltem.

Senator Sassui Palijo: Thank you Chairman Sahib. |
hereby move for leave to introduce a Bill further to
amend the Oil and Regulatory Authority Ordinance, 2002
[The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Amendment) Bill,
2015].

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed?
oppose ro (

Mr. Chairman: As the Bill is not opposed;

therefore, | now put this motion before the House.
(Themotion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is carried and the leave
to introduce the Bill is granted. We now move on to
agenda Item No.3 which again stands in the name of
Senator Sassui Palijo. She may please move the agenda
ltem.

The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (Amendment)
Bill, 2015

Senator Sassui Palijo: Sir, | introduce the Bill
further to amend the QOil and Gas Regulatory Authority
Ordinance, 2002 [The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 2015].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned.

We now move on to agenda Item No. 4 stands in
the name of Senator Igbal Zafar Jhagra, Convener of the
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Special Committee on the Implementation of the Gas
Infrastructure Development Cess Bill, 2015, may move
ltem No. 4.

Presentation of Report of the Special Committee on the
Implementation of the Gas Infrastructure Development
Cess Bill, 2015 moved by Senator Igbal Zafar Jhagra

Senator Igbal Zafar Jhagra: Thank you Mr.
Chairman. | beg leave to present the report of
Committee on the Implementation of the Gas
Infrastructure Development Cess Bill, 2015.

Mr. Chairman: The report stands laid. We now
move on to agenda Item No. 5 stands in the name of
Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood, Chairman,
Standing Committee on Cabinet Secretariat, may move
ltem No. 5.

Presentation of Report of the Standing Committee on
Cabinet Secretariat moved by Senator Muhammad
Talha Mehmood regarding use of some discriminatory
remarks by the Capital Development Authority

| present report of the Committee on the matter raised
by Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed, during zero hour on
14™  December, 2015, regarding use of some
discriminatory remarks by the Capital Development
Authority regarding Christian minority of the country
while submitting their reply in a case in the Supreme
Court of Pakistan, which was referred to the Committee
for consideration and report to the House on Monday,
the 21° December, 2015.

Mr. Chairman: The report stands laid but Talha
sahih



findings briefly

misprinting !
petition basically  word
petition submit
minority and Katchi Abadi detail
in Katchi Abadi
Kathi word
Abadi
serious matter
misprint word excuse

confusion create
misprint word

“Muslim majority of the
Capital”
“It seems this pace of occupation of

land may affect the Muslim majority of the

Capital”.

Mr. Chairman: What do they mean by affect the
Muslim majority of the Capital? He cannot say this. Who
is CDA to say that what affect the Muslim or the other
majority of the Capital?

Katchi !
Capital Abadi
word affect Capital

petition



CDA
in case | am wrong

please

4 :
The CDA’s report submitted in the Supreme Court,
reported in the newspaper is as under:-
dtlseemghat this pace of occup@n of land may
affect the Muslim majority of the capital

“The Chairman CDA while furnishing
the copy of report as submitted in the
Supreme Court of Pakistan in C.P. No.
41/2015, stated that there were no
discriminatory remarks against the Christian
community in CDA’s report. He termed the
newspaper report as wrongly quoted and
clarified that the correct wording in the
report is as “It seems this pace of
occupation of land may increase the Muslim
majority of the Capital”.

8 ! :
Mr. Chairman: The Chairman CDA however, upon

pointing out by Committee regarding the missing word of
“Katchi Abadis



dt is necessary to identify the fact
that most of the katchi abadare under the
occupation of the Christian commiynwho
are shifted from Narowal, Sheikupura,
Shakargarh, Sialkot, Kasur, Sahiwal and
Faisalabad and occupied the Government
land so boldly as if it hdseen allotted to
them and it seems this pace of occupation of
land mayaffect the Muslim majority of the

capitak.
Christian
shift ~ Katchi Abadis Christian majority

it seems this pace of occupation of
land may affect the Muslim mjority of these areas.

Muslim Katchi Abadis / KNA & GA L Yy Q&

majority

!
word
7 and Word
! sense create 8
4 ! MoS
Christian’s
print majority

You are good in English !
7 may be my English is wrong, please look at it.

Muslim majority and 8



majority Christian’s

Mr. Chairman: How can they reword it? He has
come and he has made a mickey out of the Senate, he
has come and misled the Committee also. Pirzada Sahib.
paragraph !

‘they may increase the Muslim majority in 7
‘may affect the Katchi Abadisf Capital’.

Muslim majority of the Capital’

suggest |
Christians CDA
CDA implication

Christians

| mean this is a dimension.
Observation by the Chairman Senate regarding the
report of the Standing Committee on Cabinet Secretariat

Mr. Chairman: O.K. Thank you. This is too serious
issue. The report has been laid and | have no reason to
believe that the report which has been presented by the
Chairman Standing Committee and which has been taken
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up by the Committee itself is an incorrect report. There is
a contradiction in paragraph 4, 7 and 8 and it appears
that the CDA is deliberately misleading the Senate. Issue
notice to the Chairman CDA and | send this report to the
Committee on Privileges and the Committee on Privileges
is to give its findings by the next Private Members’ Day
on Monday, 28" December, 2015.

correct

misguide Committee is extension of the House

This is not on. We now move on to the Item No. 6 which
stands in the name of Senator Sassui Palijo, please move
ltem No. 6.

Motion under Rule 218 moved by Senator Sassui Palijo
regarding non-convening of the meeting of the Council
of Common Interests

Senator Sassui Palijo: Sir, | would like to move that
this House may discuss the domain and jurisdiction of the
Council of Common Interests (CCl) and the situation
arising out of non-convening of the meeting of the
Council as required under Clause (3) of Article 154 of the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.

|

1973
collective ) (

nationalists ) ( wisdom



or federalists

collective mandate challenges
18th Amendment wisdom
powers
basic security Provisions, Articles
federating units human rights

quote Article 154 clause (3) motion !

if you allow me, | would like to read it out;
Article 154 (1):
“The Council shall formulate and regulate
policies in relation to matters in Part Il of the
Federal Legislative List and shall exercise
supervision and control over related
institutions”.

Meeting !
permanent resolution
clause 3 Secretariat

Article 154 (3):

“The Council shall have a permanent
Secretariat and shall meet at least once in
ninety days”.

!
Article meeting CCl

142
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Article 142: Relations between Federation and
Provinces

Chapter 1, Distribution of Legislative Powers

“[Maijlis-e-Shoora (Parliament)] shall have

exclusive power to make laws with respect

to any matter in the Federal Legislative List”.

CCl  subjects Federal Legislative List!
controversy domain legislation
Railways

Treasury Minerals, Oil or Natural Gas

Bill standing oppose Benches

under  CCl committee

NEPRA OGRA representation
NEPRA or WAPDA PEMRA

CCl IRSA

domain and jurisdiction regulatory authority

legislative list 2 boards regulatory authorities
domain CCI under CCl

“Major ports, that is to say, 1973 ports
the declaration and delimitation of such ports, and the

constitution and powers of port authorities therein”.

domain CCl !
under Ccl
nominate
1973 minorities
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18 | 18th Amendment

CCl signatory Amendment

when she was 70 nationalist  background

military court  years old

processes
dictatorship
federation
18™ Amendment,
federating units, federation

legislative list
national resources
federation
Council of Common Interests
violation 90

expect

Senator Farhatullah Babar

Council of Common issue
Federal Interests
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subjects Legislative List-Part-2
Institution of higher learning census
meeting Management of Public debt
last meeting March,2015 CCl
more than 9 or 10 months have been passed

meeting

digest

Council of Common Interest

Council of Common mindset !

motion Interest
wind up

Inter-

Provincial Coordination
and only then it will be an

instrument of the federation.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you and thank you for

completing within the time. Yes Saeed Ghani sahib
Senator Saeed Ghani

CCl motion

13



Ccl

sensitive
discuss pending  matters
CCl
PIA hot issues

privatization privatization

PIA

privatization 69
CcCl privatization
CCl
CCl
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CCl pending issues

discuss

Senator Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Abdul Qayyum

states ro ) (
disputes
Constitutional mechanism to resolve such disputes e.g.
within 34 major disputes neighbouring India
Inter-State Council states sort out
Basically, Government of India Act 1935 tribunals
provision 204
refer Article-131
Inter-State Council Article-262
reservoirs disputes dams similarly
and some of them are very serious. and rivers
very rightly 1973
18™ Amendment provisions
which was very good. purview and scope
CCl aspects motion

domain and jurisdiction

meeting periodically
doubt domain and jurisdiction
issues
Ccl
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issues even then

CCl forum obviously
18™ Amendment
irritants independent
domain and jurisdiction sort out CCl
time wise doubt
reason | am sure meetings
concept concept otherwise CCl  delay

vital
national interest, national unity and coherence

erode

Senator Mir Kabeer Ahmed Muhammad Shahi
|

forum issue
discuss CCl
CCl discuss
Article 156 (5)
CCl

Senate Standing Committee on Inter-Provincial
meetings Coordination

CCl recommendations meetings
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IPC !

colleague Senators

member
forum
CCl issue Secretaries
pending
18" Amendment
late
recommendations repeat !
Secretariat Secretariat CCl same
Ccl
issue issue !
CCl Ccl
meetings ltem
submit CCl 20 15 time period
discuss issue

Mr. Chairman: Thank you and thank you Mashhadi
sahib the lobbies are available for discussion. Yes, Kakar
sahib
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Senator Muhammad Usman Khan Kakar
|

issues CCl
Inter-Provincial Coordination issue
Standing

Committees on IPC

Special Committee on Devolution

Member

stand stand

Public sector privatization

ordinance PIA
Economic Corridor, CCl !

CCl Economic Corridor agenda

CClI Economic Corridor
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agenda CCl

issue CCl
CClI

Senator Mukhtiar Ahmed Dhamrah @ Aajiz

issue
forum CCl
CCl
40% NFC Award
energy LNG case

energy solar system wind

CCl privatization

Ccl

last

19

Crisis

Crisis



meetings meeting

meetings

Senator Hasil Khan Bizenjo

serious
18™ Amendment
| am being the part
request of the treasury benches
NFC Award
) ( ) ( 18" Amendment
NFC actively role play 18" amendment
Award
nominate nominate
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serious

nominate

NFC Award, 18" Amendment !
Ccl CCl NFC

develop trust

This will be my request to the Government

specially
Senator Shahi Syed
!

CCl support

CCl
issues issues
issue

issue

21



interest

Senator Sardar Muhammad Azam Khan Musakhel
|

appreciate motion

) ( !
CCl NFC Award
I

Federal Legislative 153
List
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Mr. Riaz Hussain Pirzada, Minister for Inter-Provincial
Coordination

(

this is a positive approach

evolutionary !
Brick by brick, block by block process

Constitutional domains

amendment
!
agree
organogram CCl
approach
! toward things
politician
follow approach groom
move
approach
process streamline
approach

scholarly approach
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! negative points

CCl
ICCP
IPCC CCl
refined agenda
stand
90 days
high level meeting agenda
meeting
turnout participate
letter tackle
reservations
CCl IPCC
dispute  CCl cognizance
and all the three Chief Ministers
Chief Minister from Sindh rangers
Chief Secretary and Murad Ali Shah
contribution
Committee of Chief Secretaries, decide
within 15 days, first two under  Secretary IPC
Water and Power and Petroleum weeks of January

Secretaries
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third week of agree
meeting CCl request January
meeting CCl refined agenda
honourable Senators and MNAs

Parliamentary practice

oppose 18
Standing Committee
cognizance
Prime Minister Mian Nawaz Sharif sahib sabotage
evolutionary accept
as a process
participate political worker
18 Federal Part |l
domain
Cabinet notification
IPCC CCl
Government facility easily function
IPCC and
CCl
functioning Government
Standing head
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cognizance Committee

CCl input
working
ignore last week of December
agenda refined agenda CCl
CCl call
Observation of the Chairman Regarding Meeting of the
CCl

observations I
115™ Session 2015 14
2012-2013 discuss Council of Common Interests

resolution pass

and which was all encompassing resolution on the
guestion of CCl. | will not read the entire resolution out
but | will just read out two issues which are linked with
this present motion. Urges the Federal Government to
strictly comply with the Constitutional provisions
concerning holding of the meeting of the Council of
Common Interests, Constitution of its permanent
secretariat and timely submission of its well drafted and
error free reports covering all Constitutional
requirements before the Parliament. So, this is strictly on
all force on the question of delay. On the question of
delay Clause 3 of 154 of the Constitution says that the
Council shall have a permanent secretariat which does
not exist and shall meet, at least, once in 90 days.

Council of Common Interests 90
You are now 288 18

26



288 days days over. 90

Council of Common

facilitating  IPCC Interests
result oriented CCl IPCC, CCl
resolve issues take up Issues
Committee work pending
solution CCl track 2

If you look for a trouble free CCl then you will cross the
four hundred mark also.
dispute resolution CCl

154 CCl

“The Council shall formulate and regulate

policies in relation to matters in part Il of

the Federal Legislative List and shall exercise

supervision and control over related

institutions”.

So you formulate and regulate policies and then
you exercise supervision and control over related
institutions. You should be perpetually in session. Ishaqg
Dar Sahib and Hasil Bazinjo Sahib will remember

we thought minimum 90 days

that CCI will now be more busier than the Cabinet
| am sorry because this is a very 288 days
important issue. Look at the subjects you have, Railways,

Mineral, Oil and Natural Gas
Development of Industries, Electricity, Major Ports, All
Regulatory Authorities established under a Federal Law.

27



National Planning and National Economic Coordination
including Planning and Coordination of Scientific and

these are such subjects Census.

how have you done that legislation? The legislation
summaries for the approval of those bills should have
gone to the CCl. Cabinet can’t approve summaries for

and then | will move on to the next this

because Mian agenda ltem
Sahib was one of the leading lights in the 18"

mindset Amendment

and in order to facilitate you to overcome the roraasand
rakhnas | will in this session or in the next session
because our resolution in toto has been ignored. So
therefore, on that account and on the account of being
the custodian of the House of the Federation and you
have 288 days over the constitutional requirement, | will
be passing a detailed ruling with reference to the CCl.
Honourable Minister Sahib.

288 days mention !
on 18" March 27" meeting of
for holding of the  Ministry of IPC the CCI

meeting of the CCl on the 18" June summary submit
The meeting was tentatively scheduled by the Prime
Minister office for 24" August however, the same was
cancelled. The agenda Items of the meeting have been
circulated vide this Ministry letter of even number dated
19" August and 9™ September. Prime Minister office was

28



apprised of the position under this Division note dated
24™ July by my Ministry on 6™ October, 2015 and again
on 4™ November last reminder was given by my ministry
for the holding of the CClI meeting and apprising of the
situation but the Prime Minister office

date
by pass constitutional obligation
confidence
and | am Ministry summary move

summary Prime Minister quite sure

So therefore, to facilitate you and the Prime Minister, let
me be the bad boy. This motion is talked out, we now
move on to agenda Item No. 7 which is in the name of
Senator Chaudhary Tanvir Khan Sahib. Please move Item
No. /.

agenda ltem !

preside Presiding Officers

miss )
Mr. Chairman: Thank you sir, and | missed you all
also. Chaudhary Sahib Item No. 7.

29



Motion Under Rule 218 Moved by Senator Chaudhary
Tanvir Khan Regarding Hardships Faced by Overseas

Pakistanis
‘ 1 /
I
|
2013-
18.4 billion 16 billion dollars 2014-15 14
| dollars
9/11
9/11 !
focus
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Lapsenia Hokez

study

front line state
80
billion Dollars

built

routine

security check
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state level

on board
special cell
direct call
legal status
legal status
temporary petition status facilitate
OIC level:
! state

Senators, Parliamentarians
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Mushhadi Sahib, you
didn’t have to take Pirzada Sahib seriously. Yes Mushhadi
Sahib.

Senator Col. (R) Syed Tahir Hussain Mashhadi

Senator Col. (R) Syed Tahir Hussain Mashhadi:
Unfortunately | came late. Thank you very much Mr.
Chairman. | must felicitate and congratulate Ch. Tanveer
Khan Sahib. As usual he has brought up a very important
matter which nowadays concerns almost every
household in Pakistan because we have people all over
the world who have gone out to make a better life for
themselves, for their children. They are very hardworking
people, they are very patriotic people and they are very
law abiding people and all they do great service to this
nation of ours also by sending us very, very badly needed
foreign exchange and Mr. Ishaq Dar is always talking
about the foreign exchange reserves as if he has
deposited them, he has not deposited them, it is the
Pakistanis abroad who work hard and they care for this
nation and they send their money back to Pakistan to
their families but the fault lies not with overseas
Pakistanis Mr. Chairman, it lies in ourselves.
Unfortunately we have to admit that wherever terrorism
exists whether it’s in Pakistan or whether it’s abroad, in
any country where terrorist act takes place, somehow
the other the links come back to Pakistan and we earn a
very bad name because of this and our people who are
very, very law abiding, who have nothing to do with that
terrorist attack, they have to suffer the slings and arrows
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of this outrageous fortune in those countries because
after all it is their country, it is their way of life and we
are there to settle, not there to take over the country or
their way of life and because we suffer the indignities
and harsh laws recreated of which Pakistanis are victims
and pointed out. This fundamentalism is eating very vitals
of our society, there is no doubt about it that these
fundamentalists, these monsters, these barbaric hoards,
they are flourishing in Pakistan. Over 60 thousand
people, our people have been killed, murdered brutally
by them; our children have been brutally and gruesomely
murdered by them. And then wherever this terrorism
takes place, you always find a Pakistani connection.

So, we have to give an impression to the world,
not an impression to the world but we have to tell the
world that what we are? We have to remember our
founding father Quaid-e-Azam, we are liberal and
modern state, we have to tell this and we have to tell
them even in our own country. Media does not display
them as they are, no television station says, they are
monsters; no television says that they do not represent
the Islam. We must give the message of true Islam to the
world. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Yes, Swati sahib.

Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati

Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati: Thank you
very much Mr. Chairman. | think, the merits of this
particular motion have been well spoken by Senator
Chaudhry Tanvir and specially Senator Mashhadi sahib.
All I want to add as the honourable Advisor on Foreign
Affairs is already here, that our Embassy as well as all
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missions in United States must be vigilant and proactive
in contacting specially Pakistan American Congress which
has its brand branches all over. All the states in United
State, the people who are heading that kind of
organization is leading in that particular nation by living
in that for almost 30 years. There was a special episode
that happened in Boma Texas about a couple of weeks
ago and | would urge the honourable Advisor that he
must contact in Houston Texas because the Imam of that
particular mosque where | was praying, | have
established that particular mosque with the help of the
other communities and while we are Muslims in Pakistan,
all Muslims in United States, they are almost about 7
million at the present time. So, they have bigger voice
and specially in Texas when | went over there, there were
only about 300 families just in Houston, today it is more
than 2 million people live there now. So, | would even
urge, | would even request the Advisor that he must
contact Houston Mission and also contact community in
Boma Texas because they are facing this Islamo phobia
because of that Imam who was fired after making a very
derogatory statement about Muslims in Fox News.

Mr. Chairman, you and | know, the Fox News is
represented by the Jews and all the funding has been
provided by them. So, | would urge the Advisor specially
that he would instruct all the Missions in United States to
be proactive and also contact Houston Mission that the
Mission head must go, visit Boma Texas mosque which
has closely about 3000 to 4000 Muslims from all over
the world and resolve that particular issue because we
are most law abiding citizens. We are the ones basically
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who do not have sleeper cells but we are the ones who
really have been commended by all the people, other
people like Donald Trump and many others who are
radical and vision nothing else other than stopping the
Muslim migration in United States. Thank you very much
Sir.

Senator Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Abdul Qayyum

! o
important relax ~ mood
recommendations comprehensive subject
Overseas Pakistanis view
that 8 million !
48% 4% of our population means
Islamo Phobia problem Middle East
19% 29% Europe bashing
Europe and America America
treatment problem
valid recommendations!
counter narrative country level

West

determined

interaction with the
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Norway, recently community

frequent Belgium, France, England and UEA
Ambassadors views interaction
guide motivate interact

nationality although origin

crime America

fine  Ambassadors whereas

interaction frequent direction

human smuggling point !
! discourage effort
dollar 2012 dollar 2006

foreign remittances dollar

Senator Saeedul Hassan Mandokhail
|

Overseas Pakistanis motion

specially

stand
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climate change  Paris

climate change

involve

ISIS

Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi

detail important issue
agree
terrorism
suit definition terrorism
Terrorism

suffer
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terrorism I

divide crisis middle east
9/11 role play terrorism
evidence

weapons of mass

inquiry destruction
weapons

target
terrorism terrorism
terrorists

terrorism frontline
suffer
do more

support ISIS middle east

terrorism

agenda

I Senators

will close it at that.
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Senator Sirajul Haqg
|

media
propaganda media
9/11
clear
disturb
propaganda
media
!
literature
intelligentsia
feasibility
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Senator Lt. Gen. (R) Salahuddin Tirmizi

I : ) (
actions  words
action louder
control
image
) desk (

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Very precise, very pithy
to the point. Thank you. Yes honourable Advisor. Advisor
Sahib we can do two things, if you want, Item No.8 we
will have to defer Aziz SahibThere is a request from the
honourable Minister that his father is not well, therefore,
he will not be coming today. So we will defer Item No.8.
ltem No.9 is discussion on the foreign policy, which is
again basically the same, may be the parameters will
become a little wider. So we can move on to have nine
moved, move on to Item No.9, hear the Senators and
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then you can reply to both of them or you would like to
reply to this first and then reply to that.

) (
so | can finish
this Iltem and then you take the other one.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz, Advisor to Prime Minister on Foreign
Affairs

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: Mr. Chairman! Honourable Senator
has moved a very important subject and very useful
comments have been made. The main thing which |
would like to emphasize is that not a matter only for the
overseas Pakistanis, this is the matter for entire Muslim
world. Because, after 9/11 it started and now it has
become intensified, particularly after the attacks in Paris
and then in California and therefore, there is not only a
campaign in the media but among the citizens in general,
there is a reaction against the Muslims everywhere. We
have had a scarf and Hijab wearing students, we have
vandalism on masjids, we have arsons of the Muslim
property, we have shooting and death threats to Islamic
owned businesses and anti-Muslim rhetoric is coming
from many senior politicians particularly in the context of
the U.S. election. So, it is a very very serious situation,
which is affecting not just Pakistanis but almost all the
Muslim citizens in Europe and U.S.A. There are the
positive sides, some indications, some prominent leaders
including President Barak Obama have disapproved of
the political rhetoric, against Muslim community as a
whole.
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There has also been outpouring of support from
many civil societies and other stem the tide of hatred
against Muslims. The law enforcement agencies have
also become alive and taking some action. But the public
reaction and the media reaction remains overwhelming,
so it is a very serious issue. | may point out here that the
OIC has a regular session on Islamic phobia and in last
May, when the OIC Foreign Ministers’ meeting was held
in Kuwait, this was a subject and some effort was made
on the line of recommendation here that Muslim
scholars should be invited to develop a counter narrative
to show that Islam does not believe in violence and
tolerance and 0.001% population may be doing things,
but they are not doing any good to Islam. So we have to
come up and this is something which is now going to get
intensified and | hope that in the next meeting summit
which is going to be held in February in Turkey OIC
Summit, this subject will again come up.

Mr. Chairman: Advisor Sahibdoes the OIC exist?

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: It does, at least at the report level
and terms of discussing issues, whether it has an impact
is different, but | think something like this, they do have
the capacity to collect scholars and literature and they
have collected some literature which is useful, which we
disseminate here. So all and all it is something that the
Islamic world as a whole and | think the role of the media
has been rightly pointed out in the Senate, because
media is controlled by large number of forces, which may
not be pro-Muslim countries. Now instead of criticizing
terrorism what is called fundamental Islam is being
criticized in which the so-called lone wolf actors there,
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they say anybody who is angry about something, take up
the guns and try to shoot and most of victims happened
to be Muslims, therefore, the tirade is against Islam.

As far as Pakistan is concerned and the Pakistani
overseas are concerned, we have taken a number of
actions. We have sent several circulars to all our Missions
to look after the overseas Pakistanis. Thanks God, so far
there has been no major attack against Pakistan missions
or Pakistani communities, but they do suffer
discrimination and some kind of disapproval of many
issues and slogans etc. so | think it is important that the
community  everywhere gets organized  within
themselves and have contact with the Pakistan’s
Missions and only last week we had several ambassadors
here. We discussed this subject at great length to come
out with additional instructions and how to counter
narrative at least in our contexts. | think we have also had
contacts with the European Union and some other
western countries who try to highlight the action which
Pakistan is taking against terrorism. This is being widely
acknowledged that Pakistan has suffered a lot and the
effective  action  against terrorism  has been
acknowledged, therefore, apart from isolated incidents
there is greater appreciation of what we have done. But |
think this effort has to continue right now and in my view
the anti-Muslim rhetoric in America will continue till the
elections, because this has become a popular issue with
some politicians and therefore, a counter narrative has to
come from within the societies in America and | think it is
coming, but the Pakistan itself has to activate its own
media for counter narrative.
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| think the proposal for using more Islamic scholars
and united action is equally important, but some other
additional issues are coming up for example the issue of
migration and human smuggling has come-up, because
Europe is suffering at the moment from influx of
refugees from Syria and adjoining countries and in this
context some of our employment promoters have tried
to push economic migrants to Europe. So this was
brought to my attention last month by the European
leaders whom | met and so we have taken action against
some of the employment promoters who are taking
advantage of this situation to curb so that we don’t
subject our people to more hardships, because now
there is a major campaign not to allow illegal immigrants
to those countries. We are also taking a very strong step
on readmission agreement to make sure that without
verification nobody comes and wherever possible we are
helping individuals to gain their legal rights in those
countries where possible. Our missions are well aware of
the situation and are intensifying their efforts with the
help of the local media like publishing articles, letters to
assist Pakistani community and in some cases the Muslim
Ambassadors in those countries meet together in
important Capitals to discuss this subject. So | think the
problem is there, but the counter efforts from Pakistan
and other Muslim countries are gaining momentum, but
it will require much greater efforts, because right now
the combination of circumstances which in some points
have been mentioned about geopolitical factors which
may be inspiring all this and that also requires greater
unity within the Muslim Umah, but unfortunately right
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now large number of particularly Arab countries Iraq,
Syria, Libya, Yemen are in term of oil with a sectarian kind
of dimension and these suddenly add new complications
to this particular struggle, but we are grateful for the
suggestions which are made which will follow and
hopefully | will be able to report after the next Islamic
Summit, whether anything most significant as emerged in
terms of counter narrative, because in the long run that
is what we need to educate the people on that side of
the fence that Islam is a peace loving religion, the real
message of Islam is not that those who are practicing
terrorism are doing no service to Islam or to their
respective countries. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. The motion has been
talked out. Senator Mohsin Aziz, as | said there is a
request from the honourable Minister Dastgir that his
father is unwell; he is normally present in the House, he
has requested for deferment and | think | am inclined to
allow that deferment. So, the Item No.8 is deferred.
There is also a request from the honourable Minister for
Environment that he has a meeting with the Prime
Minister and therefore, Item No.10 may be taken up, |
am inclined to accommodate that request as well. So, we
move on to Item No.10; Senator Farhatullah Babar may
move the Item.

Motion under Rule 218 moved by Senator Farhatullah
Babar regarding functioning of the National
Commiission on Human Rights (NCHR)

Senator Farhatullah Babar: | hereby move that this
House may discuss the functioning of the National
Commission on Human Rights (NCHR).

46



(National Commission for Human Rights, NCHR)

bipartisan parliamentary committee

human rights violation

human rights

potential !

endowment
5 fund

Only one room was given to this NCHR
This is the total clerks
staff and the Commission members.
perks and privileges

rules and regulations rules and regulations

For the last six months, all the eight members
including the Chairman are working just gratis.
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5 !
Principle Accounting Officer
National Commission on Status of
Principle Accounting Women
In this very case, the Chairman of the NCHR Officer

is not the Principle Accounting Officer.

23 Human Rights Wing
upgrade Human Rights Wing

impression Human Right Division
human rights issues
NCHR notification

issue human rights !

but the NCHR is a body which pervades

through all this.

NCHR They are just incapable.
terms and independent
conditions
issue !

Defence of Human Rights Pakistan human rights worker
This Division

is not in a position to raise its voice.
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to what extent, it is in conflict with the role assigned

This NCHR dysfunctional actually to the NCHR.
issue plus the issue of disappearance of human rights

defender, Rizwan Niazi

Senator Taj Haider

House of Federation

role commitment

disappeared persons
10

coordinator

oversight
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petitions
example

violate

Mr. Chairman: Let it be part of the record. Yes,
Azam Swati Sahib.

letter Basically !
NCHR

reinforce recommendation
pros and cons

recommendation

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Mashhadi sahib.

Senator Col. (R) Syed Tahir Hussain Mashhadi

Senator Col. (R) Syed Tahir Hussain Mashhadi:
Thank you very much. Mr. Chairman! On this very very
important subject of Senator Farhatullah Babar, |
congratulate  him. Actually, this Human Rights
Commission.........
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Mr. Chairman: Mashhadi Sahib, there is a slight
time constraint. So, only one minute and one minute to
the remaining two Senators so that the Minister can wind
up. OK go, one minute is running.

Senator Col. (R) Syed Tahir Hussain Mashhadi: This
Government has murdered this Commission in child
birth. They have no intention whatsoever, of allowing any
type of human rights into the country. The Government
is known, it defines how the people are treated and how
the human rights are protected. This Government is
showing no inclination to protect the poor and suffering
people and protection of the innocent is more important
than punishment of the guilty. That is the basis of good
governance and good law and this Government, we have
given you PPA, we have given APA but they need
monitoring, they need provision, the rights of the poor,
the humble, the meek, the lesser, they have to be
protected and that is something that this Government
has completely failed.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Sitara Ayaz Sahiba. Your

one minute is running.
Senator Sitara Ayaz

issue !
vision !
human rights touch  areas
related
National Commission
on Child Rights

human rights seriousness show
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issue

cases properly take up

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. | am very grateful to
both the Senators. Yes, Abbasi Sahib. Make me even
more grateful.

Commission for I

Act 2012 Human Rights
appoint
serious
seriously upgrade

|
relate Sections 13 and 14
revisit  Sections 13 and 14
revisit
Mr. Chairman: Thank you Abbasi Sahib. Very kind
of you. Minister Sahib, very quickly, | will just say two
things. | had gone, they had invited me on the Human
Rights Day and their basic issue is no funding and their
rules have not been formulated so far. Therefore, they
cannot function. Thank you Kakar Sahib. Yes, Minister
Sahib.
Mr. Zahid Hamid, Minister for Climate Change
Mr. Zaid Hamid: Thank you Mr. Chairman. Mr.
Chairman! | am extremely grateful to honourable Senator
Farhatullah Babar for raising this issue and also to the
other honourable Senators for their very valuable input
and also your observation sir. | will endeavor to, in the
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short time available, just answer the issues that have
been raised by Senator Babar and yourself sir. Yes, this
National Commission for Human Rights was established
under the Act of 2012 but did not really come into
existence till 19" May, 2015, this year, after the
appointment of the Chairman and the Members and it
has a very broad mandate as has been explained by
Senator Babar working for the protection and promotion
of human rights. But yes, because of these various
administrative and legal issues, it has not been able to
function up to its full potential. The importance that this
Government attaches to human rights can be gauged
from the fact that the Ministry of Law, Justice and
Human Rights has now been split into the Ministry of Law
and Justice and the Human Rights Division and the Prime
Minister has assigned that Division to me, | am now
holding additional charge also of the Minister for Human
Rights.

Mr. Chairman! The issues that have been raised;
first of a legal nature which you have also referred to
these various rules that are pending. These rules have
been framed, they have been referred to the Ministry of
Law and Justice for final vetting and | just named them.
The complaint rules were approved and complaints are
being dealt by the Commission; about 50 complaint cases
are in process, ten have been disposed of others are
being dealt with. Five important cases including the
infamous case of the Kasur child abuse, they have dealt
with that. They have dealt with Mina Hajj tragedy. The
preparation and supply of dangerous injections to the
cancer patients in Islamabad. Human rights infringement
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by the Drug Regulatory Authority of Pakistan.
Discrimination and distribution of funds and damage to
environment in Kotli Sattian. The complaints against the
police, allegations of torture and misuse of authority.

Mr. Chairman! The process has started but yes;
there were the problems that | have mentioning
regarding other rules, the Conduct of Business Rules, the
Terms and Conditions of Service of Employees, Financial
Rules and then most importantly the Pay Package of the
Chairman and the Members. These have been submitted
under active consideration of the Ministry of Law. Before
coming here, | have spoken to the Special Assistant of
Prime Minister for Law and he has promised to try to
have them expedited. So hopefully, once these rules are
in place, they will be able to function more efficiently and
effectively.

The other things relating to the office; the office in
the old Shariat Court. They have been given seven rooms;
those rooms have been refurbished and ready now for
occupation. Hopefully, they will be able to shift there in
the near future. There is a demand of furniture etc., for
which funds have to be arranged.

The staff; 131 posts have been sanctioned. The
money has to be arranged and the procedure and
recruitment rules have been framed, they have to be
approved and once the recruitment starts in accordance
with those rules, more money will be made available.
Only fifty lac; you are quite right the figure is correct. A
lot of staff has been made available; a lot meaning 17
persons were made available by the Ministry of Human
Rights, some have gone back but 12 are still in position.

54



So the more staff will be arranged as soon as the
recruitment rules are approved and the staff is actually
recruited.

The other points are relating to the case of Mr.
Rizwan Nasir, | don’t have, of course and | am regretful if
whatever letter has been received. A copy is made
available of course we can take it up at the Ministry level
also. Let me just assure this honourable House that we
will make absolute all efforts that are required to put this
Commission on a proper footing as quickly as possible, so
that the very important purpose for which it has been
established is met. Thank you.

copy Minister Sahib Letter:
which has been placed on the record. Minister Sahib,
would you have objection, since the portfolio is now with
you as additional charge, if to look at the bottlenecks of
the functioning, this is referred to the Human Rights
Committee? The question of the NCHR to the extent of
the bottlenecks that may be found in the functioning of
the Commission are referred to the Standing Committee
for report. The House is suspended for ten minutes for
MaghribPrayer.
[The House was then suspended for ten ragfdr
Maghrib Prayer]
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| clarify :
had a meeting with the Chairman, Standing Committee

clarify on Cabinet.

The entire Parliament has been misled by CDA. So, | just

wanted to clarify that issue. Yes, we now move on to

ltem No.9. Item No.9 is in the name of Senator Sehar
Kamran. Please move Item No.9.

| would like to move that the House may discuss the
foreign policy of the government with particular
reference to its success and failure.

Motion Under Rule 218 moved by Senator Sehar
Kamran to Discuss Foreign Policy of the Government

review

quick start was with the Pakistan US strategic

dialogue
cold fluctuation and confusion
Luke-warm warm
although visit United Nations, General Assembly
media hype
take up issue involvement
sacrifices
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visit United States

active Prime Minister’s Media Cell

focus first family has visited Obama, media hype
sacrifices
2013 Nuclear supply group
forums Peter Levine
conditions civil nuclear deal

Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC)

Middle East
hostile level
handling issue strategic
it was the poor handling of the issue,
hostile statement UAE
coalition alliance
coalition 34
confused response statement
response
conditions

Chinese President
46 billion CPEC visit Chinese President
we cannot take it in investment

Pakistan- 9 visits isolation.
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It was solid foundation China
outcome of all those efforts of the previous Government

such type of mega projects reality CPEC
are bigger challenges also.

transparency

Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO)
procedure membership

credit it cannot be taken in isolation.

2011 application process 2006
full
Ufa endorse membership
Indian Prime diplomacy
national interest priorities handshake Minister
forum sacrifice
finally dossier involvement
Ambassador Maliha Lodhi
dossier response response
capitalize sacrifices
Peace talks

opportunities avail

despite of all the sacrifices, despite having a major
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2011 role,
explain international conference attend
well stakes

Indian established stakes
nuclear power
dignity grace Foreign Minister

unfortunately we don’t dignity grace

have a Foreign Minister.

foreign policy decisions
first strategic investment achieve
Indian Prime parliament building
strategic Minister Modi
economy, 3 despite

million refugees, we are standing nowhere.
expensive rate LNG
Pakistan-Iran gas pipeline
road link
direction challenge

United Nations Security Council cannot be
ignored, we need a very effective diplomacy to deal with
it.

challenge protect
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challenge eastern border

Borders
Mr. Chairman: Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: No, | have already exceeded the

time limit. Yes, Senator Farhatullah Babar.
Senator Farhatullah Babar

issues Adviser
! issue wind up
alliance 34
welcome alliance militancy
militancy
Heis a very competent,
we are professional diplomat.
surprised
But the very next day or probably a day
spokesperson after that Foreign Office
the extent of alliance 34
participate participation,

level Foreign Secretary issue !
Foreign Office
alliance

assured assurance
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Foreign Office Foreign Office
you are Foreign Office

is the going to become part of the alliance,

functioning, the manner in which the Foreign Office
functions. The ad hocism of the Foreign Office and who
formulates where these elements of the Foreign Policy.

adviser
boots on the areal

boots on the ground ground

alliance

will be the  terms and conditions
part of combat mission. This is a question which | would

comeback urge the honourable Advisor to say.
What precisely is the contribution mission

34  of Pakistan towards 34 National alliance.
dead

according dead bodies bodies
to some reports they were dozens, according to some

! reports 71 or 75.

non-state actors

investigation

Mr. Chairman: You have jotted down your
question. The Chair before calling upon the next speaker,
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would you like to congratulate the honourable Minister

Anusha Rahman on award? Yes, Senator Qayyum.
Senator Lt. Gen. (Retd.) Abdul Qayyum

! : ) (
agree
unfortunately
try challenges
clearly break through element
few minutes
much better do more
in addition to that GST+ !
46 billion dollar
game changer  credit
accommodate !
biased 1965 1971
conduct
conciliatory anti-Pakistan feeling
break through in touch stance

peace process host accept
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assess !
over a period of time SCO
but at the end of the day by the grace of Allah
Central Asian Republics SCO honor
right
criticize
positive side
1948

oppressed and
most important suppressed nation
honesty and fair play
break through

strive

Senator Shahi Syed
|

accommodate
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do more
do
do more

more do

Senator Muhammad Usman Khan Kakar
|

issue I

I motion

establishment
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TAPI !

gas project

TTP security

Senator Col. (R) Syed Tahir Hussain Mashhadi

Senator Col. (R) Syed Tahir Hussain Mashhadi:
Thank you, Mr. Chairman! We are lucky to have a very
competent and learned Advisor on Foreign Affairs. He is
also a wonderful human being but foreign policy of a
nation is not built on the attributes of a Foreign Advisor.
It is based on facts and on performance. The
performance of the Foreign Ministry is absolutely dismal,
losing elections, which we always win in South Asia. We
lost the elections for Human Rights in UN and the two
neighbouring states, very very friendly Muslim states.
India has outdrawn us in the Foreign Policy, in trade, in
industry, in everything with Iran and Afghanistan. The
worst possible thing that can happen for a nuclear power
and the most powerful Muslim State in the world is that
we are told that we are member of some coalition. First
of all it was announced as a sectarian coalition. So, |
would like to ask the honourable Advisor when he winds
up that what are the terms and conditions of this
coalition? What is the threat perception? Who is this
coalition against? Are they going to attack the United
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States of America or Europe? Why were we told that we
are not member on this? What about the debate held in
the Joint Session when the whole of the country was on
one page and the honourable Prime Minister was also on
that page that we will not join the coalition which is
splitting up the Muslim World. Our friendship is all like
Quaid-i-Azam had desired. What are the benefits and
what are we expected to do in this coalition and against
whom? So, this is a question which has to be answered,
for which the whole nation is disturbed. For a self-
respecting nation to be told that you are a member and
the Government has not come to the Parliament to get
the sanction or permission to join this so called alliance
or whatever it is or whatever purpose of this alliance is.
In addition to this, if you look at the Foreign Affairs, our
embassies which are not functioning properly, the people
who earn so much foreign exchange, are not being
looked after in these embassies, they are treated there
class 2 citizens rather than citizens of that particular
embassy. The Ambassadors think that they are to rule
and the public is to be ignored. The whole of the Foreign
Ministry needs overhauling and we need far more
supervision, far more vision and far more effective
foreign policy because at the moment, there is only
foreign and there is no policy. Thank you Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Nehal Hashmi Sahib.
Senator Nehal Hashmi

subject

television channels choose
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Foreign Policy shift

economic policy

foreign invasion

under the
leadership of Muhammad Nawaz Sharif
neutrality establish
through Foreign promote
Office internationally message
boundaries
trade improve investment
discussion foreign investors

Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood

issue
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Investment in
China Pakistan Economic Corridor
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International Court

hold turn
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Advisor Sahib

Central Asia
flight
trade set up trade
trade trade
position
lobbying

69



Senator Sardar Muhammad Azam Khan Musakhel

policies !
policies
|

policies

policies policies

commitment

Very good, thank you.

Senator Sitara Ayaz

Foreign Policy !
basic economic development Foreign Policy
Foreign Policy
Foreign IMF
Foreign Policy Policy

economically strong

Foreign Policy
Mr. Chairman: Thank you, very kind. Aziz Sahib.
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Senator Mohsin Aziz
|

full-fledged minister Advisor

| have to say that beggars

begging cannot be choosers. We are beggars
policies bowl

Science and private business
sub OIC meeting April Technology
| think on meeting April Committee
pressure of a neighbouring country, that has been
security reasons cancelled.

dignitaries security provide

meeting security provide
border cross border cross

visa policy

visa medical

Foreign Policy

Ministry department

from a position of honour and
honour lose strength.
invite cricket diplomacy
and even still we are begging. | think it is part treat

of our
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Foreign Policy and we should look into it because we are
an honourable nation and we should remain as such.
Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you Mohsin Aziz Sahib.
Honourable Adviser Sahib.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz, Adviser to Prime Minister on Foreign
Affairs

Mr. Sartaj Aziz (Advisor to the Prime Minister): Mr.
Chairman! | am grateful to the honourable Senators for
their valuable comments and as pointed out this is a
good opportunity to have an overview of the Foreign
Policy and its achievements. If you permit, | will give that
overview and then take under each Item the comments
which have been raised on responding to the comments.

By way of introduction let me point out that unlike
economic performance in which you have quantitative
criteria like growth rate, inflation, our exports or even
education sector in which you have targets like
enrolment in schools and various kind of indicators. In
the case of Foreign Policy, it is a qualitative assessment.
You don’t have quantitative targets by which you
evaluate the performance and that depends on the sense
of direction, on the vision and the broad objectives which
emerge from the global situation which you face and the
ground realities, national priorities and national interest
and that leads to certain clear goals and lay down these
goals and then evaluate to what extent you have
achieved. So, when our Government came two years
ago we worked out these priorities and let me list them.

The first priority was to give importance to
Pakistan’s own security based on a policy of non-
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interference because as many members have pointed
out the fact that you have been fighting other people’s
war and jeopardizing our own security was the most
difficult challenge that we are facing. So, this was a very
clear decision that from now onward this is a barometer
we will only adopt that foreign policy that is good for our
security and nothing to do with other people and this
obviously let to a policy of non-interference in other
peoples’ affairs. So, this was the first major change of
direction that we did.

The second thing which flew from it was a peaceful
neighbourhood that our relations with all our
neighbouring countries should be positive and peaceful
because that is clearly important for economic revival
and economic progress. So, this was the second
important thing and our Prime Minister wrote a letter to
all the missions within the first week of his taking over
that the economic diplomacy is the first priority, the main
focus of our foreign policy is how it can help our
economy.

The third thing flowing from this was from now
onwards we will focus on trade and investment and not
on aid and we have deliberately avoided the emphasis on
trade in all our things like Coalition Support Fund etc.
which is coming as the re-imbursement that is not aid
but in most of our interaction the focus is invariably on
trade and investment.

Forth focus on connectivity to take advantage of
Pakistan’s geopolitical location. Pakistan is located in a
very important area between Central Asia and Western
Asia on the one side, South Asia on the other, but this
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location has been a liability rather than an asset. So, how
to convert it to an asset requires greater connectivity.

Fifth, cooperation with international community
on terrorism and extremism issue because this is a global
issue so, we have to cooperate. Finally, look after
Pakistani diaspora, how to look after our own
community. So, these were the six senses of directional
changes, significant changes that we set out. So, let’s
now evaluate after these two and half years how we
have dealt in relation to each one of them.

disturb

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: So, the first policy change in terms
of non-interference and our own security importance,
our relations with Afghanistan started improving when
we convinced them that our interest is, we don’t have
any favorites in Afghanistan we want to help peace in
Afghanistan and therefore, there apprehensions that
their security is threatened because we are supporting
one group and another was dispelled and we are
therefor, carrying out that policy of non-interference and
such an approach as some members have also pointed
out had provided us policy space on Pakistan leader to
focus to our own priorities and as pointed out despite
the political turmoil in the Middle East, Pakistan took a
principled position on all the fires at raging in the Middle
East so, that don’t reach our shores and we have shown
that as pointed out on Syria we supported sovereignty
and territorial integrity of Syria and called for Syrian-led
peaceful resolution of the crisis.
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On Yemen, we supported Saudi Arabian territorial
integrity and its political objectives while expressing our
support for a political solution of the crisis in Yemen and
similar approach was followed in Ukraine. So, one after
the other some members may have pointed out the
previous policies that we were interfering and fighting
other people war but our policy in this respect is quite
clear.

In this context | think the reference has been made
to 34 party alliance which Saudi Arabia has announced
recently obviously the full details on the basis on which
we joined that alliance are not available, so when the
time comes we will make a statement and comeback to
the House to the extent required.

Mr. Chairman: Honourable Advisor, would that
mean that you have joined military alliance without
knowing what it is?

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: No, we know exactly that the most
important point is that every country has to decide which
activity it wants to participate in. So, there is no
compulsion of you join %, y, z. So, we are working out,
consultations are in progress to work out what kind of
activities we will join in their activities of Intelligence
sharing , there are activities of training capacity building,
there are also activities of counter-narratives, Ulema’s
meetings to see how this can be counteracted. So, it is
large numbers of activities and we have yet to decide
which activity we will join. We support any action against
terrorism because we don’t want terrorism to come back
to us from different sources. So, right now and this is not
something which came | think the whole thing about the
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surprise was not correct that news was incorrectly
reported.

Discussion on this proposal has not come now, it
has been in the pipe-line for a month or two. So, we
know a little bit about it but | think, rest assure the House
that it is in line with the policies that | have just outlined.
So, we are not deviating from that policy but when the
details are available we will share it with the Parliament.

Mr. Chairman: But the exclusion of four countries
who are subject to terrorism at the moment. How does
the foreign office view that?

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: You see when the meeting takes
place which hopefully will happen in next two weeks. At
that time these issues might be raised and ultimately OIC
summit in February will also take notice of this issue
where all these four are members, so, | think this is work
in progress and one should not pre-judge the answers.

(Interruption

Mr. Chairman: Please resume your seat. All right,
resume your seat. Yes.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: The question is that the terrorism
is a very major issue for the Islamic World and therefore,
we should not pre-judge the results of any initiative. We
should allow the process to go on and | think, it is
important that today all the trouble spots are in Islamic
World and if he doesn’t wake up to these dangers they
will come to our side and our main interest of course is
that | don’t find space within South Asia via Afghanistan.
So, therefore, it is an important thing for us to join so,
whatever is our priority according to that but what | am
emphasizing is that our policy, that | have outlined in this

76



case remains consistent and we have not going to violate
it.

Mr. Chairman: No, but your policy has been
consistent vis-a-vis these four countries also but the
exclusion of these four countries and the inclusion of
countries which are already in engagement, let me put it
in these countries, doesn’t that send a different
message”?

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: These four countries are the ones

which are actually fighting Daish ) ( in the Middle
East.

Mr. Chairman: This is what | am saying their
exclusion and the inclusion of some countries, in this
alliance who are already committed to the fighting in
these countries does that not raise questions?

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: It does, and we will raise those
questions but | am saying is that, it is pre-mature to
answer these questions unless the process has gone on....

Mr. Chairman: Stay, you entered into a Military
alliance and you are still foggy about its presence.

Mr. Sartaj Azizz May | clarify that it is not an
alliance, it is a coalition because alliance is a more formal.
The Arabic word covers both and therefore, it is an
alliance and not it is a coalition, not an alliance. As | said
we will come to the Parliament once the details are
available fully and we decided how we are going to
participate.

Mr. Chairman: That means for the moment no
details are available with the foreign office.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: We have some ideas but the
guestion is that these are not only our ideas they have to
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be discussed. Once they have discussed then we will
come. So, | think it is better not to discuss issues pre-
maturely and create complications, it is better to allow

Mr. Chairman: We are talking about it in
Parliament we are not discussing issues pre-maturely you
have decided to become part of a coalition without
being able to inform Parliament what are its details.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: But, | think 34 countries have done
the same including Turkey and many others.

Mr. Chairman: | am not concerned about the 33
countries | am concerned about the 34™ which is
Pakistan.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: Now, by the way it is 36 countries
two more have joined.

Mr. Sartaj Aziz: The first Item | have mentioned
was the policy of non-interference which remains in
place and we will continue to follow it. Peaceful
neighborhood as an important priority and every
member has pointed out and we have reached out to
Afghanistan as | have mentioned the domestic situation
is difficult but | think we have managed to initiate some
dialogue between Afghan Government and Taliban on
the 7" of July in Murree. The second was derailed by
some vested interests but now | think the heart of Asia
meeting revived that process and we hope that the
dialogue can re-start and therefore, basically our
relations are affected by the circumstances within
Afghanistan but they are much better than they were
during the previous period. | think in this case, China and
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USA is also a part of the four party group that will
support this dialogue. The incident about 75 dead bodies,
| will have to investigate, | am not aware of the details
but we will find out that what is happening. One
statement that was made

| totally object to it. Everybody knows we have nothing to
do with it. It was an internal thing. | think our sincerity
and this is very point that people are talking about
following dual policies

This is exactly the strength of our foreign policy that we
are no longer saying one thing and doing another thing.
We are consistently, our transparency, our genuineness
and our sincerity are being now acknowledged
worldwide and that is our strength.

Similarly on relation with India, as some Members
have pointed out, have been difficult, Prime Minister
Modi came but our initiative in New York to expose their
interference and support of the terrorism in FATA,
Balochistan and Karachi and the exchange of dossiers,
our strong statement in the General Assembly on
Kashmir has created those pressures which forced India
to come back to the dialogue table and resume over they
call now not composite but comprehensive dialogue. So,
we hope that our principled position and we are not
going to deal with it without dealing with Kashmir and
other issues. | think our policy of peaceful neighbourhood
is working. | think our relation with China has always
been good but we have crossed the new threshold to the
Pakistan China Economic Corridor because this is
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something which is game changer for us with 46 billion of
investment in 7, 8 years. If you add even it comes 5, 6
billion a year, it is a quantum jump in our level of
investment and growth. So | hope this will be important.

Mr. Chairman! Our relationship with Iran also has
improved and even before the sanctions were removed,
we have started work on the Gwadar-Nawab Shah Gas
Pipeline and now it can be extended once the sanctions
are removed much more easily. After the sanctions are
removed, our trade relations with Iran will also be
improved. So, overall this is a fairly positive record of
better relations with our neighbourhood.

The economic diplomacy as | mentioned is the key
and the Members have also emphasized and | think, we
agree that dependence on foreign aid undermines self-
respect as a nation, so therefore, our trade and
investment focus is just right. Our relations with EU have
improved through various means and GSP plus came out.
With USA, | will just remind the Members of our
relationship in 2010, 2011 and 2012 with Raymond Dauvis,
Salala Abbottabad and what not, they were at the lowest
steps and the strategic dialogue was suspended in 2010.
In 2013 we resumed them, the first round was held in
January 2014 and the second round in January 2015 and
our relationships are improving. | think the statement in
the UN, | have already mentioned the results but Prime
Minister’s visit to Washington in October produced very
positive results. The joint statement issued not only
mentioned Kashmir as a dispute, it talked of mutual
concern about terrorism because we pointed out that it
is not only India’s concern but our and a number of other
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positive things emphasizing energy, defence cooperation.
So, | think, it was a very successful visit and the results
hopefully will come out to that extent.

Similarly, on the Central Asia the Prime Minister
have visited all of them and there is an upswing not only
in trade relations and | want to tell some of the Members
who pointed difficulties, our air traffic with Uzbekistan
will start in February, with Baku already started through
Turkish airline and the Tajikistan will also start. So, we will
have very soon links and also the corridors which are
being built the trade routes via Afghanistan and
quadrilateral agreements, they are all pointing out to a
much higher trade levels with some of these countries.

| think the better relation with Russia, | have
already pointed out and Russia is investing 2 billion
dollars in the South-North Gas Pipeline which will feed
our power plants and they said this is only the beginning,
hopefully they will come up with other investments.
Similarly, SCO membership has been mentioned which
will open up new avenues for Pakistan to cooperate in
counter terrorism, counter drug and also regional
connectivity is one of the high priorities of that. Our geo
strategic location as | mentioned is a very important
ambition in this period, apart from the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor work has started on Kaza 1000 which
will bring electricity from Tajikistan and Kirgizstan and
TAPI Gas Pipeline. So, these are the complete examples
of energy and trade connectivity which will lead results.
So, in this sense | think the policy of connectivity is
working very well and successfully.
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Fifth item: Counter terrorism, Members are fully
aware of the very decisive action and success that
Pakistan achieved in this field. Operation Zarb-e-Azab in
June 2014, National Action Plan in January, 2015, are
receiving worldwide appreciation. Travel Advisories on
Pakistan have been revised the world over, our economic
ratings are going up and Pakistan is emerging as a good
destination for investment and this is the main impact of
counter terrorism that our economic revival is now being
assisted and hopefully it will go further.

Finally, | think, we have taken a number of steps to
improve our services for the Pakistani community
abroad. Counsel facilities are being extended in almost all
those countries which have a large Pakistani population
and there were other challenges like evacuation of
Pakistanis from Yemen and Libya in difficult
circumstances and similarly, the facilitation of Pakistanis
and they were nationalized and nine hundred thousand
were given renewed access. So, basically our priority of
helping our community remains unaffected and much
stronger because | think, we are not only grateful to
them, it is our duty to help all of them.

Mr. Chairman! The priorities that we have set, two
years is not a very long time but we have decisively
moved and established a new framework in which our
Foreign Policy is being conducted. Some of these
objectives cannot be achieved quickly but if you look
around the world, there is so much turmoil in our region,
Pakistan looks like an island of a relative stability in terms
of functioning institutions, reducing terrorism and
economic revival. When the ground realities change for
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the better, this includes not only counter terrorism but
strengthening of the democratic institutions and the role
of Parliament. It is noticed abroad and you see the signals
changing everywhere. As some Members have already
pointed out, successive Foreign Policy depends on your
domestic situation, if the domestic situation is better,
your ground realities are changing, the Foreign Policy,
relationship also begin to change. | am glad to say that
our ground realities are changing for the better both in
terms economic revival as well as counter terrorism, as
well as democratic institutions and to some extent
governance. On the whole, | hope that we are grateful
for whatever guidance we have received but next to
2016 and over, | am sure, the Members will notice that
these progressive steps that we have taken and
implementing our new vision of foreign policy has yielded
further results and our relationships have improved, our
economic benefits have improved and our communities
are much better abroad. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. The motion has been
talked out. We now move on to agenda Item No. 11.
ltem No. 11 stands in the name of Senator Najma
Hameed. Senator Najma Hameed is not present,
therefore, under sub-Rule (2) of Rule 136 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate 2012,
the resolution is dropped.

We now move on to Item No. 12. Item No. 12
stands in the name of Senator Mohammad Azam Khan
Swati. Please move the resolution.
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Resolution Moved by Senator Mohammad Azam Khan
Swati Regarding Establishment of Full-fledged
Secretariat of the Council of Common Interests and
Ensure Representation of all Provinces in its Staff

Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati: This House
recommends that the Government should establish a
regular full-fledged Secretariat of the Council of Common
Interests and ensure representation of all Provinces in its
staff.

Mr. Chairman: Minister Sahib, is it opposed?

Syed Riaz Hussain Pirzada: Not opposed.

Mr. Chairman: Not opposed. As it is not opposed
therefore under Rule 142, | now put the resolution
before the House. It has been moved that the
Government should establish a regular full-fledged
Secretariat of the Council of Common Interests and
ensure representation of all Provinces in its staff.

(The Motion was carrigd

Mr. Chairman: The Resolution is passed. We now
move on to Item No. 13. I[tem No. 13 stands in the name
of Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood. Please move
ltem No. 13.

Resolution Moved by Senator Muhammad Talha
Mehmood for Revisiting the System of Private Hajj
Tour Operators.

Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood:
| move that the Senate of Pakistan recommends that the
system of Private Hajj Tour Operators may be revisited
and fair and strict accountability system should be
evolved to deal with complaints against them.

Mr. Chairman: Is it being opposed?
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Sheikh Aftab Ahmed: Sir, not opposed.

Mr. Chairman: Not opposed. As it is not opposed
therefore under Rule 142, | put the resolution before the
House. It has been moved that the Senate of Pakistan
recommends that the system of Private Hajj tour
operators may be revisited and fair and strict
accountability system should be evolved to deal with
complaints against them.

(Themotion was carried

Mr. Chairman: The resolution is unanimously
passed. We now move on to Item No. 14. Item No. 14
stands in the name of Senator Tahir Hussain Mashhadi.

!
Senator Tahir Hussain Mashhadi is not present,
therefore, under sub-Rule(2) of Rule 136, of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate 2012,
the resolution is dropped.

We now move on to Item No. 15. Item No. 15
stands in the name of Senator Najma Hameed. Senator
Najma Hameed is not present, therefore, under sub-Rule
(2) of Rule 136 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Senate 2012, the resolution is dropped.

We now move on to Item No. 16. Item No. 16 is
the winding up speech by Minister Sheikh Aftab Ahmed,
Minister of State for Parliamentary Affairs, on the motion
moved on 15™ December, 2015. Yes, honorable Minister.
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Winding Up Speech by Sheikh Aftab Ahmed, MoS for
Parliamentary Affairs on the Address of the President
to Both the Houses Assembled together on 4" June,
2015
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. | now put the motion
before the House. The motion is that “this House
expresses its deep gratitude to the President of Pakistan
for his address to both the Houses assembled together
on 4™ June, 2015".

(The motion was carried)

House adjourn

meeting of the Committee of the Whole
on the question of inexpensive justice. The House stands
adjourned to meet again on Tuesday the 22" of
December, 2015 at 03.00 p.m.
[The House was then adjourned to meet again on
Tuesdayhe 22" December2015 at 3.00 p.m]
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