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SENATE OF PAKISTAN 
SENATE DEBATES 

Friday, March 17, 2017 

 

 The Senate of Pakistan met in the 
Senate Hall (Parliament House) Islamabad at 
10 oΩ clock in the morning with Mr. Presiding 
Officer (Senator Syed Muzafar Hussain Shah) 
in the Chair. 

---------------- 
Recitation from the Holy Quran 
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Questions and Answers 
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take up the Question Hour. 
 Mr. Presiding Officer: The Question No. 88 is in the 
name of Senator Rozi Khan Kakar. Senator Rozi Khan 
Kakar is not present. The answer that has been supplied 
shall be treated as laid on the Table of the House and 
deemed to have been answered.  
*88. Senator Rozi Khan Kakar: Will the Minister-in-charge 
of the Cabinet Division be pleased to state: 
 (a) the steps being taken by the Pakistan Bait-ul-

Mall (PBM) for the welfare of patients and 
orphan children; and 

 (b) the number of persons who benefited from 
Pakistan Bait-ul-Mall during the last three 
years with year-wise break-up? 

 Minister-in-charge of the Cabinet Division: Pakistan 
Bait-ul-Mal is running following projects for the welfare 
of patients and orphan children (detail is placed at 
(Annex-A). 
 1. Individual Financial Assistance (IFA). 
 2. Pakistan Thalassemia Center (PTC). 
 3. Pakistan Sweet Homes (PSH). 
 4. Child Support Programme (CSP). 
 5. PBM Schools for Rehabilitation of Child Labour 

(PBM-SRCL). 
 6. International Health Survey. 

(b) Detail regarding number of persons 
benefitted from PBM is as under:- 
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Annexure-A 
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We move on to the Next Question No.95, Senator 

Rahila Magsi Sahiba, Senator Rahila Magsi Sahiba is not 
present. The answer shall be treated as laid on the Table 
of the House.  
*95. Senator Rahila Magsi: Will the Minister for 
Commerce be pleased to state: 
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 (a) the details of seafood items being exported by 
Pakistan indicating also the names of countries 
to which the same are exported; 

 (b) the quantity of the said items exported during 
the last four years with year wise break up; 
and 

 (c) the steps taken by the Government to 
improve the production of those items in the 
country during the said period? 

 Engr. Khurram Dastgir Khan: (a) Item-wise and 
country-wise details of seafood exported by Pakistan 
during the last four years are attached as 
Annex-I. 
 (b) Year-wise quantity and value of seafood 
exported during the last four years are indicated in the 
following table:- 

  Quantity Value 
 Year (Metric Ton) (Million US $) 

 2012-13 133,436 304.43 

 2013-14 144,947 354.86 

 2014-15 135,560 344.71 
 2015-16 125,864 317.89 

 Total: 539,807 1321.89 

 Source: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics. 
 Item-wise details of seafood exports have been 
given in Annex-I. 
 (c) The steps taken by the Government to 
improve the production seafood items are listed at 
Annex-II. 
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Annex-I 
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Mr. Presiding Officer: Next Question No. 99 is in 

the name of Sardar Muhammad Azam Khan Musakhel. 
Sardar Muhammad Azam Khan Musakhel is not present 
in the House, so the answer shall be treated as laid on 
the Table of the House.  
*99 Senator Sardar Muhammad Azam Khan Musakhel: 
Will the Minister-in-charge of the Cabinet Division be 
pleased to refer to the Senate starred question No. 133, 
replied on 17th January, 2017 and state the number of 
posts lying vacant in the Cabinet Division, its attached 
departments, subordinate offices and autonomous and 
semi-autonomous corporations, authorities and bodies 
with grade wise and province wise break up? 
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 Minister-in-charge of the Cabinet Division: 
Institutions functioning under the administrative control 
of Cabinet Division are responsible to process 
recruitments against their available vacancies at their 
own. The requisite information is being collected from 
these institutions, which is a time consuming exercise. 
Therefore, the reply will be submitted at the earliest. 
 Mr. Presiding Officer: Next Question, Senator 
Muhammad Talha Mehmood.  
Def) *99. Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood: Will the 
Minister-in-charge of the Capital Administration and 
Development Division be pleased to state: 
 (a) the working hours for the dispensaries 

established in Islamabad Capital Territory; and 
 (b) whether there is any proposal under 

consideration of the Government to start 
evening and morning shifts in the said 
dispensaries, if so, the details thereof? 

 Dr. Tariq Fazal Chaudhary: (a) At present there are 
33 dispensaries and medical centers working under 
FGPC, Islamabad. The dispensaries working timing details 
are as under:- 
 Secretariat / Offices Dispensaries:  
 The dispensaries located in the building of 
Secretariat are observing the timing of their respective 
Secretariat/Offices. 
 Residential Dispensaries:  
 The residential areas dispensaries are working in 
ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ ht5Ωǎ ǘƛƳƛƴƎΦ 
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 24 Four House Working Dispensaries:  
 The MCH Center Abpara, Aiwan-e-Saddar Colony 
Parliament Lodges and Supreme Court dispensaries, are 
working round the clock. However, Parliament Houses 
dispensary works morning shift and during the sessions 
hours. 
 (b) No such proposal is under consideration to 
start working morning and evening shifts in dispensaries. 
However, parliament house and parliament Lodges 
dispensary are working round the clock and during 
sessions hours. 
 Mr. Presiding Officer: Any supplementary? 
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 Mr. Presiding Officer: Next Question No.130, 
Senator Rozi Khan Kakar. Senator Rozi Khan Kakar is not 
present in the House. The answer shall be treated as laid 
on the Table of the House.  
*130.  Senator Rozi Khan Kakar: Will the Minister-in-
charge of the Cabinet Division. be pleased to state: 
 (a) the procedure laid down for determining the 

tariff of electricity in the country; 
 (b) the electricity tariff determined for industrial, 

commercial and domestic consumers at 
present; and 

 (c) whether it is a fact that the tariff is fixed at 
different rates for the consumers of the said 
categories, if so, the reasons thereof? 

 Minister-in-charge of the Cabinet Division: (1) The 
National Electric Power Regulatory Authority (NEPRA) 
was established under the Regulation of Generation, 
Transmission and Distribution of Electric Power Act, 1997 
(Act No. XL of 1997) commonly known as the NEPRA Act 
όǘƘŜ ά!Ŏǘέύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ electric 
power services in Pakistan. The responsibilities of NEPRA 
under the Act include, inter alia, the determination of 
tariff, rates, charges and other terms and conditions for 
supply of electric power services by the generation, 
transmission and distribution companies. 
 (2) The electricity tariff is determined in 
accordance with the NEPRA Act and Rules made there-
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under, which state that the tariff should allow licensees 
the recovery of any and all costs prudently incurred to 
meet the demonstrated needs of their customers. 
 (3) Distribution tariff, broadly speaking, comprises 
of the following components: 
 (a) Power Purchase Price (Capacity charge & 

Generation Energy Charge), 
 (b) Generation Transmission/Wheeling Charge & 

Market Operator Fee 
 (c) Impact of T&D Losses and 
 (d) Distribution Margin (O&M Expenses, 

Depreciation, RORB, Other Income & Prior 
Year Adjustment). 

 (4) All Distribution Licensees file their tariff 
petitions seeking determination of consumer-end tariff 
before the Authority. Upon admission of such petitions 
by the Authority, the salient features of the petitions are 
published in the national newspapers inviting comments/ 
intervention requests from any interested persons/ 
stakeholders. Subsequently a public hearing is also held 
for which separate notices are also published in the 
national newspapers. Any interested person has the 
opportunity to raise the objections consequent to the 
notice of admission as well as to participate in the 
hearing process. After considering the submissions of the 
petitioners, commentators and interveners if any, 
evidence produced, arguments raised by respective 
parties, the tariff determinations are issued by the 
Authority.  
 (5) The determined Consumer-End Tariff of the 
distribution companies is then intimated to the Federal 
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Government for notification in the official Gazette under 
section 31(4) of the NEPRA Act. Considering the fact that 
Fuel cost is a pass through item, the impact of any 
variation in fuel prices is passed on to the consumers 
through monthly Fuel Charges Adjustment Mechanism 
(part of DISCOs determinations), after following the due 
process of law which also involves holding of public 
hearing. 
 (6) The Government of Pakistan under proviso of 
Section 31(4) of the NEPRA Act, 1997 may file a request 
for reconsideration for Tariff determined by the 
Authority. 
 (7) Although, the Authority determines different 
tariffs for each of the DISCOs, owing to their specific 
Distribution Margin requirements, different T&D losses 
and consumer mix etc.; the Government of Pakistan 
(Ministry of Water & Power) following its own socio 
economic objectives provides subsidy or levy surcharge 
(under section 31(5) of the NEPRA Act) in order to make 
the consumer end tariff uniform, all across the country. 
 (b) DISCOs wise tariff determined by the Authority 
for the FY 2015-16 in terms of industrial, commercial and 
domestic consumers is attached as Annex-I, which the 
DISCOs have challenged in the Honourable Islamabad 
High Court. Thus, presently the tariff notified for the FY 
2014-15 is being charged from the consumers, which is 
attached as Annex-II. 
 (c) (1) The Authority determines different tariffs 
for each of the DISCOs, as mentioned above. Further 
within a DISCO, the tariff rates for the Industrial, 
Commercial and Domestic consumers are different in 
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order to ensure recovery of the determined revenue 
requirement of the DISCO. The Authority while setting 
the consumer-end tariff of a particular DISCO, considers 
cost of serving each consumer category, specific 
consumption pattern of the different consumer 
categories etc.; it is however pertinent to mention here 
that NEPRA at the time of its creation, after unbundling 
of WAPDA, inherited a consumer end tariff which had 
cross subsidies, which are now gradually being reduced 
by the Authority in line with the Rule 17 of Tariff 
(Standards and Procedure) Rules -1998. 
 (2) In addition to cross subsidization the 
Government of Pakistan (Ministry of Water & Power) 
following its own socio economic objectives provides 
subsidy or levy surcharge (under section 31(5) of the 
NEPRA Act) in order to make the consumer end tariff 
uniform, all across the country, meaning thereby that a 
specific consumer category is charged similar tariff in all 
the DISCOs across the country. 
 

 



19 
 

 
  



20 
 

 



21 
 

 



22 
 

 



23 
 

 Mr. Presiding Officer: Next Question No. 202, 
Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati.  
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 Mr. Presiding Officer: Swati Sahib! The answer was 
transferred to the Ministry of Interior and the 
information that has been given by the Secretariat is that 
it is being processed and Insha Allah they will give the 
answer in the next Session. 
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  Mr. Presiding Officer: Swati Sahib, we are giving a 
direction to the Secretariat to expedite it. Next Question 
is also in the name of Senator Mohammad Azam Khan 
Swati. 
*203. Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati: Will the 
Minister-in-charge of the Capital Administration and 
Development Division be pleased to state: 
 (a) the details of cases and violations of CDA by-

laws etc. by various shopping malls and hotels 
in Islamabad during the last two years 
including those committed by Safa Gold Mall 
and Grand Hayat and the details of action 
taken by CDA against them; and 

 (b) the present status of cases / proceedings 
against Safa Gold Mall and Grand Hayat and 
the steps taken / being taken by the 
Government for early decision thereon? 

 Dr. Tariq Fazal Chaudhary: (a) & (b) Violations 
committed by various shopping malls and hotels:- 
1. Centaurus Shopping Mall: 
 (i) Occupancy without obtaining completion 

certificate. 
 (ii) Established commercial store in basement 

(which was reserved for parking purpose). 
 (iii) Non construction of hotel block. 
 (iv) Deviation from approved plan. 
 Action taken by CDA. 
 Notices have been served and fine has been 

imposed by Deputy Commissioner CDA. 
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2. Violations committed by Safa Gold Mall: 
 (i) Construction of additional floors. 
 (ii) Construction of temporary offices in basement 

which was reserved for parking. 
 (iii) Occupancy without obtaining completion 

certificate. 
 Action taken by CDA. 

¶ The mall was sealed by CDA which has been de-
sealed on the orders of Islamabad High Court. 

¶ Some violations have been removed and the 
matter is still subjudice in High Court. 

3. Violations committed by Grand Hayat: 
 (i) Deviation from approved plan. 
 (ii) Service apartments have been sold in market 

which was not meant to be sold in Market. 
 (iii) Hotel tower which was integral part of the 

project has not yet been started which is a 
sheer violation of the agreement. 

 Action taken by CDA. 
 The building has been sealed and the allotment 

letter has been cancelled by CDA. Possession is 
with CDA. 

4. Violations committed on Plot No.11-A, F-10 Markaz, 
Islamabad. 
 Construction of additional floor which is in 

violation of approved plan. 
 Action taken by CDA. 
 ä  Work was stopped and the matter is subjudice. 

 Mr. Presiding Officer: Any supplementary? 
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Senator Farhatullah Babar: Mr. Chairman! I want 
to compliment Senator Swati for revealing the tip of an 
iceberg. 
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but my supplementary to the Minister stands, will he 
kindly let us know whether an inquiry was held and who 
were found guilty in that inquiry and the level of those 
Officers? 
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 Mr. Presiding Officer: The point raised by 
Mohammad Azam Khan Swati, is referred to the 
concerned, relevant Committee for determination and 
report within one month. Next question No. 204 
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 Transferred from the CDA to the Ministry of Interior 
which is not accepted the question so far.  
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 Mr. Presiding Officer: Secretariat has informed us 
that the Ministry of Interior has not accepted the 
question so far. 
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 ȌẋŦǕẄűŦęŦȌ
ȍ
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Ȍ

Ȓ

ʺŦẉƑẈ
Ȋ
ᴩẈʫ    the  answer 

shall be taken as read and 
laid down on the Table of the House. 

*207. Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh: Will the 
Minister-in-charge of the Aviation Division be pleased to 
state: 
 (a) the amount or rate of taxes being charged on 

a PIA ticket apart from the net fare; and 
 (b) whether it is a fact that the rate of Airport Tax 

at check in counters has been increased, if so, 
the reasons thereof? 

 Minister-in-charge of the Aviation Division: (a) A 
part from net fare, following taxes are being charged by 
PIA on domestic international tickets, which varies 
according to city / country. Detail is as under:- 
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 (b) CAA is charging Rs. 20 as Airport Tax on behalf 
of the government which has been remained uncharged 
over the past several years. 

  Mr. Presiding Officer: Next question Senator Mian 
Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh. Not present, the answer shall 
be taken as read and laid down on the Table of the 
House. 
*208. Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh: Will the 
Minister-in-charge of the Aviation Division be pleased to 
state: 
 (a) the amount collected under the head of 

Airport Tax during the fiscal year 2015-16 
indicating also the mode of utilization of the 
same; and  
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 (b) the name of authority which collected the said 
amount? 

 Minister-in-charge of the Aviation Division: (a) 
During the fiscal year 2015-16 the following amount has 
been billed and remitted to Ministry of Finance as 
follows: 

 (Rs in Million) 

 Name of Amount Billed Amount 5% Service Amount 
 Airlines  Collected Charges remitted  
     to MoF 
 PIACL 38.979 0 0 0
 Other Airlines 26.011 26.011 1.30 24.71 

 Total: 64.980 26.011 1.30 24.71 

 (PIAC is not making any payment since long to Civil 
Aviation Authority) 
 (b) Civil Aviation Authority is only billing/ 
collecting the above charges on behalf of Ministry of 
Finance from the concerned airlines, as such utilization of 
these funds may be asked from Ministry of Finance. 

Mr. Presiding Officer: Next question Senator 
Muhammad Talha Mehmood.  
*211. Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood: Will the 
Minister-in-charge of the Aviation Division be pleased to 
state: 
 (a) the details of arrangements made for the 

training of the Airport Security Force (ASF) 
personnel; and 

 (b) whether there is any proposal under 
consideration of the Government to equip the 
said personnel with latest equipment and 
weapons, if so, the details thereof? 
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 Minister-in-charge of the Aviation Division: (a) 
 The details of arrangements made for the training 
of the Airports Security Force (ASF) personnel.  
 To meet the desired standards of security at 
airports ASF always endeavours to impart maximum skills 
in officers and officials through professional training. 
Basic Training requirements of ASF personnel are being 
fulfilled at ASF Academy Karachi, which is the only 
institution in Pakistan to impart professional training on 
Aviation Security to employees of ASF, various 
organizations and airport functionaries in accordance 
with standards laid down by ICAO. In this regard, Basic 
Aviation Security courses for fresh gazetted officers 
(Inspectors to ADs) and non-gazetted officials (ASIs to 
CPLs) are carried-out on following syllabus outlines. 
 (i) Physical Training 
 (ii) Drill (Foot Drill/Drill with Arms/Parade) 
 (iii) Weapons 
 (iv) Aviation Security 
 (v) Public Dealing / Mannerism / Grooming/Crises 

Management 
 (vi) Basic Islamic Knowledge 
 (vii) Intelligence - Basic Information 
 (viii) Explosive Security - Basic Information 
 (ix) Basic Law - ASF Act 1976 
 (x) Electronic Equipments 
 (xii) Motivation 
 (xiii) Fire Fighting/First Aid 
 (xiv) Traffic Rules/Traffic Signs 
 (xv) Inter Agency Coordination 
 (xvi) Role of a Lady in a family 
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 (xvii) Health & Hygiene 
 b. Whether there is any proposal under 
consideration of the Government to equip the said 
personnel with latest equipment and weapons, if so, the 
details thereof?  
 Government has been consistently striving to 
equip ASF with state of the art weapons & equipment, 
Despite budget constraints, during current and last 
financial years FY-201516 and FY 2016-17 following 
weapons have been procured:  
 Financial Year 2015-16 - Arms Procurement.  
 a. SMG 7.62 mm (China) - 1190 
 b. SMG Colt 5.56 mm (USA) -   160 
 c. Sniper Rifle 7.62 mm(USA) -     50 
 d. Sig Pistol P-320 9 mm -    50 
 During Financial Year 2016-17 - Arms Procurement.  
 a. SMG 7.62 mm (China) - 1175 
 b. SMG Colt 5.56 mm (USA) -   150 
 c. SMG 7.62 (USA)  -   160 
 d. Sig Pistol P-320 9 mm -   300 
 (c) In addition, with the cooperation of 
Government of Japan and Government of Bahrain, ASF 
has been equipped with following latest equipment:-  

 Equipment Number 

 EDS CT Scanning Machines 11 
 Vehicle Scanner 03 
 Cargo Scanner 02 
 Full Body Scanner 08 
 Hold Baggage Machine 21 

 (d) Moreover, a state-of-the-art multi-layered 
Integrated Security System (ISS) has been installed at 
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Lahore airport and it is being extended to other airports 
as well. 
 Mr. Presiding Officer: Any supplementary? 
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 Mr. Presiding Officer: Question No. 212, Senator 
Talha Mahmood. 
*212. Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood: Will the 
Minister-in-charge of the Aviation Division be pleased to 
state: 
 (a) the procedure laid down for checking of the 

aircrafts before allowing the same to fly; and 
 (b) the duration after which thorough check of 

the aircrafts is mandatory? 
 Minister-in-charge of the Aviation Division: (a) To 
release an aircraft to fly, following mandatory steps/ 
inspections are followed. 
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 i. Daily and weekly checks as per approved 
inspection check list is carried out by qualified 
engineer, holding a valid license on the type of 
aircraft. 

 ii. Detailed qualified engineer ensures that all 
defects are noted on technical log book are 
addressed. 

 iii. Walk around is carried out by a qualified 
engineer to check aircraft external/internal 
areas for dents, tyre pressure, brakes 
condition, landing gears condition, flight 
controls, engine etc. 

 iv. After satisfactory inspection, Engineer issues 
certificate of Release to Service on technical 
log book, which indicates that aircraft is fit for 
flight. 

 v. After issuance of Certificate Release to Service 
pilot in command inspects the/internal 
external areas of aircraft as mentioned above. 

 vi. Upon satisfactory inspection, Pilot accepts the 
aircraft for flight. 

 vii. All above activities are documented and kept 
in record by the operator. 

 viii. The duration of major (thorough) check differ 
from aircraft to aircraft e.g. Airbus A320 major 
check starts at 750 Flight Hours with multiples 
of ten and major check falls at 7500 Flight 
Hours. Some parts are controlled by calendar 
of Flight Hours through Life Limited parts 
Control List. 
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 (b) The duration of major (thorough) checks 
differs from aircraft to aircraft e.g. Airbus A-320 major 
check starts at 750 Flight Hours with multiples of ten and 
major check falls at 7500 Flight Hours. Some parts are 
controlled by calendar or flight hours through life limited 
Parts Control list. 
 Mr. Presiding Officer: Any supplementary. 
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*213. Senator Muhammad Talha Mehmood: Will the 
Minister-in-charge of the Aviation Division be pleased to 
state: 
 (a) whether any inquiry has been conducted into 

the air crash of ATR aircraft near Havelian in 
December, 2016, if so, the findings thereof; 

 (b) the names and designation of officials of PIA 
found responsible for the said air crash and 
the action taken against them; and 
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 (c) the steps taken by the Government to avoid 
such accidents in future? 

 Minister-in-charge of the Aviation Division: (a) An 
investigation committee of Safety Investigation Board 
(SIB) constituted by the government of Pakistan which is 
investigating the incident of ATR aircraft crashed near 
Havelian. Report of the SIB is not yet finalized, therefore, 
findings will be communicated after outcome of inquiry 
report. 
 (b) It is premature to fix the responsibility of air 
crash at Havelian as inquiry is underway by the Safety 
Investigation Board (SIB). 
 (c) Soon after the incident of 7th December 2016, 
CAA grounded all the 09 active ATRs of PIACL including 5 
ATR-72 and 4 ATR-42 for shake down inspection. Out of 
them 06 have been cleared by CAA for flying. PIACL has 
its own full-fledged flight safety and quality assurance 
department, which has been directed to be more vigilant 
in respect of inspections and monitoring of aircraft to 
ensure safety and security of the passengers and aircraft. 
It is pertinent to mention here that after each check of 
any nature pertaining to the airworthiness of an aircraft, 
/!! ƛǎǎǳŜǎ άŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ ŀƛǊǿƻǊǘƘƛƴŜǎǎέ ǳǇƻƴ ŎŀǊǊȅƛƴƎ 
out physical inspection of each aircraft as per their set 
procedures and standards of international level. 
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 Mr. Presiding Officer: Next question Senator Mian 
Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh. 
*214. Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh: Will the 
Minister for Commerce be pleased to state: 
 (a) whether it is a fact that Pakistan is importing 

MDF sheets on higher prices from counties like 
Sri Lanka under the Free Trade Agreement 
(FTA); 

 (b) the names of countries from which the said 
sheets are being imported at reduced prices; 
and 

 (c) whether there is any proposal under 
consideration of the Government to import 
those sheets from China which has offered 
reduced price for the same, if so, the details 
thereof? 

 Engr. Khurram Dastgir Khan: (a) The tariff lines 
falling under the Medium- Density Fiberboard (MDF) 
include HSC/PTC (Hormonized System Code/Pakistan 
Tariff Code) 44111200, 44111300, 44111400, 44119200, 
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ппммфомлΣ ппммфофлΣ ŀƴŘ ппммфпллΦ tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ 
imports of these products from Sri Lanka in 2015 were 
US$ 8.25 million. Pakistan is not importing MDF sheets 
from Sri Lanka at a higher price, in fact, these are at a 
lower price as Pakistan is applying Zero duty under the 
Pakistan - Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement (PSFTA). 
tŀƪƛǎǘŀƴΩǎ aCb ǘŀǊƛŦŦ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ a5C ǎƘŜŜǘǎ ƛǎ мс҈Φ 
 (b) Pakistan is importing MDF sheets at reduced 
rates from Sri Lanka only because of the concessions 
given under the Pakistan-Sri Lanka Free Trade Agreement 
(PSFTA). 
 (c) Under the 1st Phase of Pak-China FTA (2007-
2012), the tariff lines falling under the Medium- Density 
Fiberboard (MDF) have not been given preferential 
treatment. Furthermore, even in the negotiations on the 
2nd Phase of CPFTA which started in 2011, no 
commitment so far has been made with regard to the 
grant of preferential treatment to the import of products 
falling under the description MDF. The main reason for 
not granting concessions to countries like China and 
Malaysia is to protect the local industry. 
 Mr. Presiding Officer: Any supplementary? 
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 Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati: Sir, I would 
like to ask the honourable Minister that I can hardly 
reconcile the answer given in the first part, that is, 
Pakistan is applying zero duty under the Pakistan ς Sri 
Lanka Free Trade Agreement (PSFTA). Then the question 
is that whether there is any proposal under consideration 
of the Government to import those sheets from China 
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which has offered reduced price for the same. If so, the 
details thereof? The answer is that the main reason for 
not granting concessions to countries like China and 
Malaysia is to protect the local industry. 
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 Mr. Presiding Officer: What is the question?  
 Senator Mohammad Azam Khan Swati: Sir, the 
question is that I cannot reconcile it. So, the answer given 
in the first part and in the second part, can the 
honourable Minister reconcile the difference between 
the first and the second part? 
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 Engr. Khurram Dastgir Khan (Minister for 
Commerce): Thank you, Mr. Chairman! I am grateful to 
the honourable Senator for raising a very fine point of 
policy but the Minister for Commerce is not in a business 
of determining that where a certain product is cheaper. 
We negotiate different trade agreements. Therefore, the 
question is not self-contradictory as has been analysing. 
The only concession on medium density fibre board, that 
we have offered, is in our Sri Lanka (FTA). Therefore, if 
you look at the numbers, out of the total input of the 
MDF by Pakistan, the principal amount is still coming 
from Malaysia despite the fact that we have not offered 
any concession. So, therefore, the principle of policy here 
is which country will be offered concessions as part of a 
negotiated trade agreement. The question is not that 
which country is offering cheaper fibre boards to 
Pakistan. Therefore, the reason that has been correctly 
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stated in part (c) is that we have not offered an MDF, a 
part of our offered list to Malaysia and China is because 
they have much larger industries. Therefore, there was 
serious concern of dumping into Pakistan and, therefore, 
to protect local industry, these were not made part of 
the Free Trade Agreement. Sri Lanka which is a much 
smaller industry, we could deal with it even now out of 
the total import of about 48.67 million dollars of MDF 
last year despite the fact that we have a concession given 
to Sri Lanka, the largest import is from Malaysia. So, the 
question is not pricing but which country offers what 
items to Pakistan as part of the negotiated trade 
agreement.  
 Mr. Presiding Officer: Senator Sitara Ayaz Sahiba. 
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 Engr. Khurram Dastgir Khan: Sir, the company-wise 
material is not available. I will obtain this because this has 
to be obtained from the Federal Board of Revenue and 
Pakistan Customs which maintain records of individual 
companies. The Commerce Ministry obtains only gross 
number of imports and exports. 
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 Engr. Khurram Dastgir Khan: We will do it.  
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The answer of it has not been received. So, we will defer 
this question. Next Question, Senator Ahmed Hassan 
Sahib.  
*216. Senator Ahmed Hassan: Will the Minister-in-charge 
of the Cabinet Division be pleased to state the details of 
projects under which Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal is providing 
financial and other assistance to the needy persons in the 
country? 
 Minister-in-charge of the Cabinet Division: Pakistan 
Bait-ul-Mal is running following projects to provide the 
financial and other assistance to the need persons of the 
country (detail is placed at (Annex-A). 
 1. Individual Financial Assistance (IFA). 
 2. Pakistan Thalassemia Center (PTC). 
 3. Pakistan Sweet Homes (PSH). 
 4. Child Support Programme (CSP). 
 5. PBM Schools for Rehabilitation of Child Labour 

(PBM-SRCL). 
 6. Women Empowerment Centre (WEC). 
 7. Pakistan Great Homes (PGH). 
 8. Civil Society / NGOS (CS/NGOS). 
 9. International Health Survey. 
 10. Post-Earthquake Emergency Cash Transfer in 

District Chitral. 
 11. Ramzan Package. 
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