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SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Friday, the December 24, 2021
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad at ten in the morning with

Mr. Chairman (Muhammad Sadig Sanjrani) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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OISR TE( A
Order No.2, Senator Dr. Shahzad Waseem Sahib, please,
move Order No.2.
Motion Under Rule 263 for Dispensation of Rules

Senator Dr. Shahzad Waseem (leader of the
House): Sir, |, Senator Dr. Shahzad Waseem Leader of the
House, move under Rule 263 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012, that the
requirement of Rule 41 of the said Rules regarding
guestion hour be dispensed with for 24" December,
2021.

Mr. Chairman: It has been moved under Rule 263
of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the
Senate, 2012 that the requirement of Rule 41 of the said
Rules regarding question hour be dispensed with for 24
December, 2021.

(The motion was carried)
Leave of Absence
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Order No.3, discussion
on the adjournment motion. We may now take up Order
No.3 pertaining to discussion on the following
Adjournment Motion moved by Senators Dr. Shahzad
Waseem, Leader of the House, Azam Nazeer Tarar,
Mushtaq Ahmed, Hidayatullah Khan, Mian Raza Rabbani,
Sardar Muhammad Shafiq Tareen, Kamran Murtaza,
Muhammad Tahir Bizinjo, Anwaar-ul-Haqg Kakar, Khalida
Ateeb and Sajid Mir:-
“That the House may discuss the shameful
act of violent mob attack against a Sri
Lankan citizen, Priyantha Kumara, as it
maligns the peaceful religion of Islam and
Pakistan. There exists a need for thorough
debate in the Senate to make concerted
efforts to curb violent tendencies and to
stop such incidents from happening in
future.”
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Discussion on the Adjournment Motion moved by
Senator Dr. Shahzad Waseem, Leader of the House and
other 8 members condemning the shameful act of mob

attack against a Sri Lankan citizen, Priyantha Kumara

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar
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Continued discussion on the adjournment motion
moved by Senator Dr. Shahzad Waseem and 8 other

members regarding the shameful act of violent mob
attack against a Sri Lankan citizen, Privantha Kumara

Senator Mian Raza Rabbani
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Mr. Chairman! | recall the Goethe saying that if you Kkill
the storyteller the country will lose its touch with its
childhood.
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what did the state do? Mr. Chairman! the state
countered the multilingual and ethnic complexion of
Pakistan with the strong dose of religion. No.2. It
countered the democratic and nationalist movements by
giving patronage to extremist rightwing forces, it
countered the linguistic and cultural diversity through an
imported Arab culture because my culture is not the Arab
culture. My culture grows from the Indus Valley
civilization.
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The National Action Plan needs to be implemented and
re-debated in the Parliament.
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Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati, Federal Minister for
Railways

Senator Muhammad Azam Khan Swati: f/! ,.ul()

_(f/! Honourable Chairman! First of all let me admire all

four speakers on both sides of the aisle expressing their

views. telling us, sharing with us what are we going to
face and what has already been done, the damage has
already been done.

| totally endorse the views that they expressed
regarding extremism that is so prevalent that we just
cannot close our eyes. It is a challenge for each and every
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institution of Pakistan, and so rightly said that it is a
challenge for the State of Pakistan to open its eyes, see
what is happening in our society, in our judicial and
justice system that has to be revamped.

Mr. Chairman! today, | have taken a different view
rather than expressing my own views, | want to share
with the whole country, the views of a philosopher, of a
religious scholar, | do not want to name because the
finger pointing is going to be coming towards him. So, |
just want your permission to read few paragraphs out of
his article, so articulate that he has written. Writing this,
who tells the story that has been narrated by all four
speakers before me. He starts Sialkot incident with tears,
hard to write on the heart, ranking unfortunate Sialkot
incident, no law, no religion no philosophy, no worldly
divine decree allows such inhumane act.

Third paragraph says, confining that universal
compassion of the Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be
upon him) to a particular religion set a nation alone is a
negation of that attribution, can that religion of peace
allows such act.

| am coming to tenth paragraph now, blasphemy
charge the most easily sold and least questioned.

ooy U Tl Pt A

Senator Muhammad Azam  Khan  Swati:
Devastating consequences, sheer rumours, use of social
media and whatsapp can be used for propagating the
wrong message...

In 14" para he says;

“It is not the first time that we encounter such
events, going back to recent history in 2006 and in many

20



incidents after that, worth billions of property have been
damaged in this country in the name of blasphemy,
whose interest are we serving?”

In 20" paragraph it says,

“The other reason for repeat of such incident is
the judicial system” as so rightly Azam Tarar Sahib, our
Raza Rabbani Sahib and my other two leaders, Leader of
the House have already expressed it where decisions
linger on for generations, justice delayed is justice denied
and thus served a boost to the criminal mentality.

The judicial system fault line has high visibility. The
second last paragraph says “this is more dangerous when
religious strings are attached as it just simple,
unstoppable with religious fervor, least knowing real
religion, the bigger the damage the greater their elation.
In nutshell, it is a whole social failure and it requires a
logical discourse apart from urgent course. Correction
measures, that the Government must work on with
speed of life.”

Last but not the least, he says; “more than ever, it
is important, the religious elite across the board must
carry out an open discourse just like you have allowed it
to discuss this particular social stigma today in this august
House. This is out and open discourse /jma-e-Ummat,
that can unanimously spell out blasphemy definition, the
process for case investigation, punishment by whom,
how, how much and who.”.

| think it is eyes opening for us that today’s scholar
and the speaker ahead of me, has given us something to
think, to ponder and that will make the decision where
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are we heading. Then the State should come and act for
the present and act for the future.

| also admire the Prime Minister of Pakistan giving
Tamgha-e-Shujaat at this critical time when Malik Adnan
came forward out of the crowd and made a difference as
a youth. | also admire the Chamber of Commerce of
Sialkot and all those people who visited personally the
High Commissioner of Sri Lanka and expressed their
devotion, their commitment. God bless Pakistan, | hope
that this august House on this defining moment will make
a statement going out of this House, sharing with media
and also sharing with country as a whole giving this
message of hope and humanity. Pakistan Paendabad.

e Bz Gl
Senator Hidayatullah Khan
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There is a joint resolution by the Senate of Pakistan,

Senator Dr. Shahzad Waseem please move the
resolution.
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Resolution by Senate of Pakistan condemning the
shameful act of the mob attack against a Sri Lankan
citizen Privantha Kumara in Sialkot

Senator Dr. Shahzad Waseem: The House
unanimously and strongly condemns the shameful act of
violent mob attack and killing of a Sri Lankan citizen, Mr.
Priyantah Kumara in Sialkot.

The House reiterates  that

extremism is condemnable in all its
forms and manifestation. The
unfortunate incidence of the gruesome
brutality reflects the mindset of
extremist elements that exist in our
society which has not only tarnished
the peaceful image of Pakistan but also
Islam. This brutality is in sheer violation
of the spirit, principles, teachings and
injunctions of Islam. The practices of
Holly Prophet (Peace be upon Him),
moral and human values, constitution
and law of Pakistan and customs and
norms of Pakistan society.
The House expresses its deepest
sympathies with the bereaved family of
Priyantha Kumara. The House also
echoes the grief and sorrow felt and
expressed at national level over this
brutal and shameful incident by the
people of Pakistan across the board
including  political leadership  and
Islamic scholars.
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The House expresses its profound
concern over the existence of such
intolerant tendencies in our society and
strongly recommend discouraging the
occurrence and recurrence of such
gruesome incidents in the name of
desecration of religion which actually
are against the very spirit and teachings
of Islam. The Government should take
immediate administrative, legal and
awareness measures for eradiation and
countering of violent tendencies in the
society.

The House also demands
immediate punishment of not only the
culprits involved in instigating and
killing of Priyantha Kumara but also
those involved in similar violent
incidents in the past.

Mr. Chairman: | now put the resolution before the

(The resolution was passed unanimously)

2 §usT & ¢, delegation <A1 K o Ut b

,uﬁ}mqu.n;fj;familyg}/ulftg4residence § uipersonally

_ple it 2 _se sresolution

Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri

Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri: Thank you Mr.

Chairman, for the opportunity again. It has been a great
listening to everybody who spoke here. | think that’s all
we do is speak. | have few recommendations to curb the
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recent surge and violent religious extremism in our
country, specially, after the Sialkot tragedy sir.

In 2009, official counter terrorism policy in
Pakistan underwent a dramatic shift. The heavy focus on
counter insurgency in FATA left the system imbalanced
with egalitarian training and resource allocation to
sectors. Outside the Military, an effort to create a
centralized national body that could facilitate
cooperation across all relevant sectors, the National
Counter Terrorism Authority (NACTA) established in
2009. However, due to not having necessary resources or
a clear mandate it remained un-functional for the next
few years.

When the Senate passed an Act in 2013, No.19,
giving legal backing and specific responsibilities such as
gathering intelligence, conducting research and
developing and coordinating national counter terrorism
strategies. The legislation placed the agency under the
direct supervision of the Prime Minister, Interior Ministry
and hoped that their authority could overcome lingering
resistance from the military and intelligence sectors.
Even these measures, however, were not enough to
bring it alive. While not to remain dormant even with the
high level support, its creation signaled the shift towards
a holistic national strategy for countering violent religious
extremism.

In early 2014, this shift manifested in the first ever
National Internal Security Policy (NISP). Implementation
of the policy was tasked to NACTA despite the fact the
agency still lacked real capacity.
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The NISP is built around three core elements which
blend hard and soft CVE strategies, dialogues with all
stakeholders, isolation of terrorists from their support
system, enhancing deterrence and the capacity of the
security apparatus to neutralize threats to internal
security. While the specific provisions are too numerous
to be included in this limited space, several are worth
highlighting sir. Developing a national narrative based on
tolerance and respect for diversities that can turn public
opinion against extremists ideology. Designing new
prison based de-eradication programmes that build on
the successes in Swat and integrating the madrasas into
mainstream education sector through registration and
monitoring of funding sources. While the NISP
demonstrated the officials within the Interior Ministry
recognize a need to address the social and ideological
factors that were driving extremist’s recruitment. The
policy had little time to take full effect.

In December, 2014, TTP militants responded to
the Army’s most offensive Zerb-e-Azeb by attacking the
Army Public School, in Peshawar, killing 145 people, most
of whom were school children. With public opinion fully
galvanized against extremist organizations, agreement
had announced a new framework for countering
terrorism and extremism, the National Action Plan (NAP).
| would recommend revamping NAP in this direction and
revamping NAP proposals should be discussed in
Committee of the Whole House sir. That’s all | have to
say, thank you.
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Senator Irfan-ul-Haque Siddiqui
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Mr. Presiding Officer: You are welcome.
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Mr. Ali Muhammad Khan (MoS for Parliamentary Affairs)

Mr. Ali  Muhammad Khan (Minister for
Parliamentary Affairs): Mr. Chairman, | would like to start
Ayat from Quran-e-Kareem, in which this very important
issue has been addressed. Your honour, it is the 6"
Chapter of the Quran-e-Kareem, Sura-e-Maydah, 5t
Para, Aayt No. 32. | want to tell from the Upper House of
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Islamic Republic of Pakistan that Islam is the religion of

peace and when the Muslim meets another Muslim.
when he says Salam that means peace and the teaching

of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) c/;.’“l fl} has all been love
justice and peace. So, in this verse Allah the almighty
says:-

Ui A1 325308 2581 3 5T o i Ll 088 0 1 s 02 508 5T
381 3 8 55 s 1 B 8 0, s 1 385 “as A0 T TS Gl s

For this reason we decreed to the children of Israel
that whoever killed the person not in retaliation for a
person killed, nor as a punishment for spreading disorder
on earth, as if he has killed the whole of humanity and
whoever saves the life of a person is as if he has saved
the life of the whole human kind. Certainly, | have come
to them with clear signs then after that many of them are
there to commit excesses on the earth.

So, the message is very clear from the Holy Quran,
the Holy Book, the last Holy Book of the Muslims in which
Allah the almighty says that whoever kills the person
without any reason, it is as he has killed the whole
humanity and here the word person is used, not a
Muslim. So, it means that if a person goes and he Kkills a
person, because of any reason, unjustified, it is as if he
has killed whole humanity. If he saves the person, it is as
if he has saved the whole humanity.

So, when late Priyantha Kumara was killed by
those who called themselves to be human, but they are
not worthy to be called humans, it was not only
Priyantha Kumara who was being killed, it was basically
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the whole humanity which was being killed, according to
Islam. When a gallant Pakistani, a brave Pakistani, a true
face of Pakistan, when Mr. Adnan Malik, the colleague of
late Priyantha Kumara, stood for his rights to save him, it
was not as if he was saving a single man, he was saving a
whole humanity. Adnan Malik is the true face of
Pakistan; he is the face of Islam. Our Holy Prophet, the

final Prophet Hazrat Muhammad Mustafa (PBUH)uﬁJtﬁG
says:- to the Muslims that if he abuses the rights of a
single non-Muslim, | as a Prophet of Islam will fight for
their rights with Allah against you. So, what to say of
higher authority than this.

Your Excellency, there was his Ghazwa, it has been
narrated by the Ulema, there was this occurrence with a
non-Muslim in a battle, not in some peace time, in a
battle, he was being killed by a Muslim soldier or fighter.
It was being reported to the Holy Prophet (PBUH) that

the person who was killed after he had said J¥ 7. 4047

/j!. So the case came to the Prophet (PBUH), he asked the
Muslim soldier why did you kill that person. He said, sir,
your honour, the Holy P}rophet, | killed him because |
think that he said/jldiv’?]ff 41047 because of the fear of
the sword. The Prophet (PBUH) told him, these are the
words which should be written in gold, in any nook and
corner of the world, where the justice has to be delivered
and in any place where laws are to be made, the Prophet
(PBUH) said, had you slit his chest and saw really he
meant it or not? Who on earth gave you the authority to
declare somebody Muslim or non-Muslim? So, that is the
message of Islam.
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Who can forget when the Holy Prophet (PBUH)
was in the ground of Taif and when the non-Muslims
attacked him and his boots got filled with his holy blood
and when the angels descended upon him and they
asked and requested him, O Prophet (PBUH), order us so
we can kill and punish these people. The Prophet (PBUH)
said no, not if they, their children accept Islam, they will
come to peace, so | am a Prophet of peace.

When we say Prophet (PBUH) the way he has been
described, he is Rahmat-ul-lil-F-Alameen and not only
Rahmat-ul-lil-Muslimeen. So, the message is very loud
and clear. On the day of the victory of Macca, he forgave
those people who killed his very own uncle and not only
forgave them but he made their house as a bastion of
peace and told the people that whoever comes and takes
refuge in the house of Hinda of Abu-Sufiyan, they will be
given peace. That is the level of the Prophet of Islam and
that is the person whom we consider as the last Prophet
by the order of Allah the almighty. So, whatever was
being done in Sialkot that day has got nothing to do with
Pakistan or Islam or humanity.

| salute the civil society, | salute the government of
the day, | salute the Ulema and everybody who
condemned that. At the state level, we have bid goodbye
to Priyantha Kumara and we have given a state honour to
Adnan Malik for the reason that he stood for the rights of
an innocent man and the Constitution guarantees the
rights of non-Muslims and any human being living in
Pakistan.

At this moment, | would also like to appreciate the
behaviour and the demeanour of the Sri Lankan
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leadership that they have not allowed themselves to be
agitated by it to such an extent that somebody else could
take advantage of it. They have really shown extreme
patience and grace. | want to express that and | want to
appreciate that from the Upper House of Islamic Republic
of Pakistan.

In the end, | would like to say that we also have to
do a bit of soul searching as well. Why have we not
improved the law and justice mechanism in the country
in which the people of Pakistan should have trust in that
system? There is law in Pakistan; if somebody abuses the
worth of the Holy Prophet (PBUH) or any religion, the
process is very simple. Go and report it to the Police and
the person will be arrested and they will be punished
according to law. So, at the same time, we have to make
sure that we improve our justice system as well.

The whole Pakistan is on one page on this, the
Ulema, teachers, politicians and everybody condemns
the killing of Priyantha Kumara. In the end, | would like to
say again with the words of Quaid-i-Azam Muhammad Ali
Jinnah, as his birth day is coming up tomorrow, in his 11"
August speech he said that:

“If you are a Muslim or a non-Muslim, you

are Christian or whichever religion you

belong to, you want to go to Masjid or you

want to go to Temple, you are free, you are

free citizens. You can go and you can profess

any religion. The state will have got nothing

to do with your personal lives.”

And then in Sibi Darbar, ending with his very famous
words, he said:

50



“It is my firm belief that where true salvation
lies in following the golden rules of conduct
set for us by the great law giver of Islam. Let
us lay the foundations of our democracy on
true Islamic principles of social and
economic justice.”

Pakistan zindabad.
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Mr. Presiding Officer: Thank you. The House stands

adjourned to meet again on Monday, the 27" December,
2021 at 3:00 P.M..

(The House was then adjourned to meet again on
Monday, the 27" December, 2021 at 3:00 P.M.)
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