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SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Monday, the November 06, 2023
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad at eight minutes past four
in the evening with Mr. Chairman (Muhammad Sadiq
Sanjrani) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Order No.2, move.—olo s U3 & who is going to move?

s
Introduction of [The Imports and Exports (Control)
(Amendment) Bill, 2023]

Senator Zeeshan Khan Zada: Thank you Mr.
Chairman, on behalf of Senators Faisal Saleem Rehman
and Muhammad Abdul Qadir, | move for leave to
introduce a Bill further to amend the Imports and Exports
(Control) Act, 1950 [The Imports and Exports (Control)
(Amendment) Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: Honourable Minister! Is it opposed
or should it be referred to the Committee? OK. | put the
motion before the House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The leave to introduce the Bill is
granted. Order No.3, Honourable Senators Zeeshan Khan
Zada, Faisal Saleem Rehman and Muhammad Abdul
Qadir. Yes, Senator Zeeshan Khan Zada, please move
Order No.3.

Senator Zeeshan Khan Zada: |, on behalf Senators
Faisal Saleem Rehman and Muhammad Abdul Qadir,
introduce the Bill further to amend the Imports and
Exports (Control) Act, 1950 [The Imports and Exports
(Control) (Amendment) Bill, 2023].
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The Bill as introduced stands -(/» & < .;T“a b # d’z{,

‘e Billg‘uj/ud“}:ﬂ'referred to the Committee concerned.
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Mr. Chairman: OK, very good. Order No.4,
honourable Senator Shahadat Awan, please move Order
No.4.

Introduction of [The Civil Servants (Amendment) Bill,
2023]

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to move for
leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Civil
Servants Act, 1973 [The Civil Servants (Amendment) Bill,
2023].

JfJJleELfopposefBillJ!?’T!ugpu;w) A
| now put the motion before the House.‘u*;ég
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The leave to introduce the Bill is
granted. Order No.5, yes Senator Shahadat Awan, please
move Order No.5.

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to introduce
the Bill further to amend the Civil servants Act, 1973 [The
Civil Servants (Amendment) Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned. Order
No.6 Senator Palwasha Mohammed Zai Khan please,
move Order No.6.




Introduction of [The Cutting of Trees (Prohibition)
(Amendment) Bill, 2023]
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Mr. Chairman: Yes, Minister Sahib, is it opposed?

Ok. I now put the motion before the House.
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The leave to introduce the Bill is
granted. Order No.7, honourable Senator Palwasha
Mohammed Zai Khan please, move Order No.7.
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Senator Sania Nishtar: Yes, please.

Mr. Chairman: Senator Sania Nishtar, please move
Order No. 8.

CUnG B PIAA LN L B 5P o
-7 Bill put T&E: % b
Introduction of [The Pakistan Ehsaas Targeted
Subsidies (Riayat) Programme Bill, 2023]
Senator Sania Nishtar: | would like to move for

leave to introduce a Bill to provide for the establishment
of the Pakistan Ehsaas Targeted Subsidies Riayat




Programme [The Pakistan Ehsaas Targeted Subsidies
(Riayat) Programme Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: Yes, honourable Minister, is it
opposed? Or send it to the Committee? | now put the
motion before the House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The leave to introduce the Bill is
granted. Honourable Senator Sania Nishtar, please move
Order No.9.

Senator Sania Nishtar: Thank you Mr. Chairman. |
would like to introduce the Bill to provide for the
establishment of the Pakistan Ehsaas Targeted Subsidies
Riayat Programme [The Pakistan Ehsaas Targeted
Subsidies (Riayat) Programme Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned. Order
No.10. Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri, Senator Samina
Mumtaz Zehri, not present, deferred.

Order No.12. Honourable Senator Bahramand
Khan Tangi, please move Order No.12.

Introduction of [The Child Marriage Restraint

(Amendment) Bill, 2023]

Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi: | would like to
move for leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the
Child Marriage Restraint Act, 1929 [The Child Marriage
Restraint (Amendment) Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed, honourable Minister
for Human Rights?
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Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the
House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The leave to introduce the Bill is
granted. Honourable Senator Bahramand Tangi, please
move Order No.13.

Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi: | would like to
introduce the Bill further to amend the Child Marriage
Restraint Act, 1929 ([The Child Marriage Restraint
(Amendment) Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned.

L u“d‘{ S5 oo s b ol ol £ s
Order No.14, Senator Shahadat Awan, please move
Order No.14.
Introduction of [The Public Procurement Regulatory
Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2023]

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to move for
leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Public
Procurement Regulatory Authority Ordinance, 2002 [The
Public Procurement Regulatory Authority (Amendment)
Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed, honourable Minister
for Interior?
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Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the
House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The leave to introduce the Bill is
granted. Honourable Senator Shahadat Awan, please
move Order No.15.

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to introduce
the Bill further to amend the Public Procurement
Regulatory Authority Ordinance, 2002 [The Public
Procurement Regulatory Authority (Amendment) Bill,
2023].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned. Order
No.16, honourable Senator Sania Nishtar, please move
Order No.16.

Introduction of [The Pakistan Emergency Treatment
Coverage Programme Bill, 2023]

Senator Sania Nishtar: Thank you Mr. Chairman. |
would like to move for leave to introduce a Bill to provide
for establishment of the Pakistan Emergency Treatment
Coverage Programme [The Pakistan Emergency
Treatment Coverage Programme Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed, honourable Minister
for National Health Services?

Dr. Nadeem Jan (Federal Minister for National
Health): Yes, Mr. Chairman and honourable Senator
Sahiba, we opposed it on the grounds;
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| now put the motion before the House.
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The leave to introduce the Bill is
granted. Honourable Senator Sania Nishtar, please move
Order No.17.

Senator Sania Nishtar: | would like to introduce the
Bill to provide for establishment of the Pakistan
Emergency Treatment Coverage Programme [The
Pakistan Emergency Treatment Coverage Programme
Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned for
further discussion. Order No.18, honourable Senator
Shahadat Awan, please move Order No.18.

Introduction of [The National Security Council
(Amendment) Bill, 2023]

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to move for
leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the National
Security Council Act, 2004 [The National Security Council
(Amendment) Bill, 2023].
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Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed, honourable Minister
for Interior, please?

-Q;ééufu‘*{:,iit is not opposed,‘.,tz:&.fiuy//‘f:

Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the
House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The leave to introduce the Bill is
granted. Honourable Senator Shahadat Awan, please
move Order No.19.

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to introduce
the Bill further to amend the National Security Council
Act, 2004 [The National Security Council (Amendment)
Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned. Order
No.20, honourable Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri.
Honourable Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri, not present,
deferred. Honourable Senator Fawzia Arshad, please
move Order No.22.

Introduction of [The National Database and

Registration Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2023]

Senator Fawzia Arshad: | would like to move for
leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the National
Database and Registration Authority Ordinance, 2000
[The National Database and Registration Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed, honourable Minister
for Interior, please?

11
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Mr. Chairman: Honourable Minister for Interior.
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Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the
House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Order No.23. Senator Fawzia
Arshad, please move Order No. 23.

Senator Fawzia Arshad: | would like to introduce
the Bill further to amend the National Database and
Registration Authority Ordinance, 2000 [The National
Database and Registration Authority (Amendment) Bill,
2023].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned. Order
No.24. Senator Shahadat Awan, please move Order
No.24.
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Introduction of [The Limited Liability Partnership
(Amendment) Bill, 2023]

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to move for
leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Limited
Liability Partnership Act, 2017 [The Limited Liability
Partnership (Amendment) Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed Minister for Interior?
No. | now put the motion before the House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Order No.25. Senator Shahadat
Awan, please move Order No.25.

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to introduce
the Bill further to amend the Limited Liability Partnership
Act, 2017 [The Limited Liability Partnership (Amendment)
Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced, stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned.

Order No.26. Honourable Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr
Taj Roghani, please move Order No.26.

?_u"g.?,T‘iumftﬁé.j%»uutgéﬂ%‘}wghealthd
Luns
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Introduction of [The Injured Person (Medical Act)
(Amendment) Bill, 2023]

Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani: Thank you
very much Mr. Chairman. | would like to move for leave

14



to introduce a Bill further to amend the Injured Persons
(Medical Aid) Act, 2044 [The Injured Persons (Medical
Aid) Act, 2004 [The Injured Persons (Medical Act)
(Amendment) Bill. 2023].

Mr. Chairman: Honourable Minister for National
Health, is it opposed?
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Dr. Nadeem Jan, this is totally different thing than

what 1122 can do.

Mr. Chairman: |, now put the motion before the

House.
(The motion was carried)
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Order No.27. Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj
Roghaniplease move Order No.27.

Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani: | would like to
introduce the Bill further to amend the Injured Person
(Medical aid) Act, 2004 [The Injured Persons (Medical
Aid) (Amendment) Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands
referred to Standing Committee concerned.
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Order No.28. Senator Shahadat Awan, please
move Order No.28.

Introduction of [The Islamabad Capital Territory
Charities Registration, Regulation and Facilitation
(Amendment) Bill, 2023]

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to move for
leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Islamabad
Capital Territory Charities Registration, Regulation and
Facilitation Act, 2021 [The Islamabad Capital Territory
Charities Registration, Regulation and Facilitation
(Amendment) Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: Honourable Minister for Interior is
it opposed?

_Kgfopposeufi._,ouum;dlf:u"‘.fﬂjy//‘jf
WL G}.JJ Z—u,‘?,)‘ ‘e lim Vo leole ;'Al{r"’ <3 -
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| now put the motion before the House.
(The motion was carried)
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Mr. Chairman: Order No.29. Senator Shahadat
Awan please move Order No.29.

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to introduce
the Bill further to amend the Islamabad Capital Territory
Charities Registration, Regulation and Facilitation Act,
2021 [The Islamabad Capital Territory Charities
Registration, Regulation and Facilitation (Amendment)
Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned. Order
No. 30, Honourable Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri. Not
present. Deferred. Order No. 32, Honourable Senator
Samina Mumtaz Zehri. Not present. Deferred. Order No.
34, Honourable Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani.

Introduction of [The Islamabad Capital Territory
Protection of Breast-Feeding and Child Nutrition Bill,
2023]

Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman. | would like to move for leave to introduce a
Bill to make provisions for protection of breast-feeding
and nutrition for infants and young children [The
Islamabad Capital Territory Protection of Breast-Feeding
and Child Nutrition Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: Honourable Minister for Health, is it
opposed?
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Thank you. | now put the motion before the House.
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is carried and the leave
to introduce the Bill is granted. Order No. 35, Honourable
Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani, please move Order
No. 35.

Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani: | would like to
introduce the Bill to make provisions for protection of
breast-feeding and nutrition for infants and young
children [The Islamabad Capital Territory Protection of
Breast-Feeding and Child Nutrition Bill, 2023].
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Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned. Thank
you Mehr Taj Sahiba. Order No. 36, again Senator
Shahadat Awan. Please move Order No. 36.

Introduction of [The Provincial Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Bill, 2023]

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to move for
leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Provincial
Motor Vehicles Ordinance, 1965 [The Provincial Motor
Vehicles (Amendment) Bill, 2023].
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Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed?
Senator Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti: No, Sir.
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Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the
House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is carried and the leave
to introduce the Bill is granted. Order No. 37, Senator
Shahadat Awan. Please move Order No. 37.

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to introduce
the Bill further to amend the Provincial Motor Vehicles
Ordinance, 1965 [The Provincial Motor Vehicles
(Amendment) Bill, 2023].

Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned. Order
No. 38, again Senator Shahadat Awan. Please move
Order No. 38.

Introduction of [The Pakistan Penal Code (Amendment)
Bill, 2023]

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to move for
leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Pakistan
Penal Code, 1860 [The Pakistan Penal Code
(Amendment) Bill, 2023].

Foolo p b 00l O LT LR
_qfopposefwom!éj,l;g

Pakistan Penal -¢Uit: Jgg UV R i eal?
_:‘cmd’ui‘section 377 A(}/Code

“377 A. Sexual abuse,- Whoever employs, uses, forces,
persuades, induces, entices, or coerces any person to
engage in, or assist any other person to engage in
fondling, stroking, caressing, exhibitionism, voyeurism or
any obscene or sexually explicit conduct or simulation of
such conduct either independently or in conjunction with
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other acts, with or without the consent where age of
person is less than eighteen years.
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Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed?

Senator Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti: Sir, it is not opposed.

by 285 = U1 9L L8 £ 1t
Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the
House.

S

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The leave to introduce the Bill is
granted. Order No. 39, Senator Shahadat Awan. Please
move Order No. 39.

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to introduce
the Bill further to amend the Pakistan Penal Code, 1860
[The Pakistan Penal Code (Amendment) Bill, 2023].

22



Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands
referred to the Standing Committee concerned. Order
No. 40,

U UG ST

Senator Shahadat Awan: | would like to move for

leave to introduce a Bill further to amend the Pakistan

Names and Emblems (Prevention of Unauthorised Use)

Act, 1957 [The Pakistan Names and Emblems (Prevention
of Unauthorised Use) (Amendment) Bill, 2023].
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“Whoever contravenes the provisions of sub-

section (1) shall be punished with fine which may extend
to five hundred rupees”.
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Mr. Chairman: Yes, Minister for Human Rights, is it
opposed?
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Order No. 42, Honourable Senator Sania Nishtar Sahiba.
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Introduction of [The Pakistan Future Council Bill, 2023]

Senator Sania Nishtar: Thank you Mr. Chairman. |
would like to move for leave to introduce a Bill to provide
for the establishment of the Pakistan Future Council [The
Pakistan Future Council Bill, 2023].
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Mr. Chairman: Is it a sort of think tank?
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Senator Saadia Abbasi
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ensure long term policy making particularly in areas of
economic growth and development and to ensure the
country is on track to achieve the long term growth
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but | cannot agree to her proposal of ./‘,au/d/planning
the bill. | completely support Senator Saadia Abbasi’s
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Senator Musadik Masood Malik
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| appreciate that -,}“’Kg;uﬁé JOA I :}ﬁ;::t‘/f}f
Ju% o 1sthe people took interest and have their views.
U sz Oy ra colleaguesfdicg‘uufwu;u:‘
q)/;(f{(fw/i?q_/fufpipeline entertain JJ/;lujﬁfﬂ_.f,
but we are entertaining other pipelines, so, | refuse to
,_zg/:}see why this should not be considered.
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It should receive respect and credibility -_t:decade plan
and it should be considered by every government. So,
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‘Whereas, it is necessary S« uﬁ‘éﬁ/“é,ui,cf,gféf_v}j F e
to provide for the establishment of an independent
Pakistan Future Council as a Federal Advisory Council to

ensure long term policy making particularly in areas of
economic growth and development and to ensure the
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Senator Sania Nishtar: Mr. Chairman! Very
respectfully to all my colleagues who have disagreed and
it is their right to disagree, | want to say that it is totally a
conscious parliamentary system and which | greatly
respect. My submission is that it is an international
convention

‘cénqlu, quhugL)/J/"u{!ﬁ‘ugé!indicatorsiu? W09
by stake (fF 6 mmsf ¥ P £ L independent think tanks s 5
EJ.L long term policy formulation mandate u"’! TR~

@ u'uf/table a’vé.ulu!u*dwuful u*dfempower
LIS 2 8l e gl ‘fﬂ u“ul/t -< dr convention JJJL/ ,}L
< Planning Comm|SS|on~§Lﬂ‘§,|nst|tut|ona| mechanism
directly reports to the omlc‘,m;;éFederal Minister {1 2
/3‘Kindependencef&iuﬁ‘u"ibiadw Prime Minister.
very respectfully to the ?uf‘i)languagegfd, .;Tfl-rr bar JF
ufsupra—body&izj_ﬁLu’ﬂcolleagues who have disagreed
-
| will read some specific provisions of the Bill. As far as
the establishment of the Council is concerned, it says
that:
“The Council shall operate as an advisory and
consultative body.”
Now, come to number 4 which is regarding

Objective and Purpose of the Council. It specifies some
functions as:
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“To study and analyze long term economic trends; 4(b)
states to propose and recommend strategies and finally
to provide expert advisal recommendations etc.” What is
wrong in the Government wanting to have an
independent watchdog where the Government sits on
the table and gets independent feedback?

il § Tk § Lol bl p S tiniiG2IL A1
&?/JJ%J.LJU)!G//_AH@{ALJ}/JG/(K(U’L&»;J?
(fl/“u:‘u’l.;l'i‘a mechanism .,“ﬂ-d/nu:’u’ accountability
five uquqfagree»/aprinciplesLu’!?Jugquropose
& % decades long-term economic development thinking
incumbent Governments 2 <l independent body gy
« political priorities and political considerations §
and | hope that 45,&(42_9;J&@cg;wﬂlm-ninsulated
‘Jn)éff‘ ui‘&z{al:al’fjnj/lfuﬂavfd/they will realize it.

e I s G R

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Thank you, Mr.
Chairman! As a Parliamentarian who has been a former
academic, journalist and who has established two or
three think tanks, | would like to say that as a matter of
principle, future planning is very important. But, | have a
view about the working of Government of Pakistan
having been both an insider and outsider. | think first of
all in a country like Pakistan, big Government is bad

Government and good ideas do not come from within
the Government. My main objection to this Bill is
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regarding sub-section (h) in Section 6 regarding Powers
and Functions which states that:
“The Council shall act as the apex network of all the think
tanks in the country to tap collective wisdom.”
This would open the door to conformity, uniformity and
control. Already in the country like Pakistan, the space
for freedom, for free debate and for the think tanks to
really think independently is limited. Actually, we have
more tanks than think. For the purpose of actual
thinking, do not consider such controlled mechanism:s.
(ol o U )

Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed: Secondly, my
another objection to this Bill is regarding sub-section (g)
in Section 6 which states that:

“To collaborate with national and international research
institutions, organizations and experts to gain insights
and best practices.”

This is already being done by various organizations in
Pakistan. | think within the Government of Pakistan when
we talk of watchdogs, the biggest watchdogs are either
the Opposition or the Parliamentary Committees. There
is no need for new think tanks. This organization will
unnecessarily overlap. When we talk about think tanks,
they could be controlled mechanism which would be
stifing independent expression and information
otherwise the futuristic view is very good.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Yes, Senator Zeeshan
Khan Zada.
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Senator Zeeshan Khan Zada
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Let me reiterate that it's something in the long-term
interest of the country and anybody who votes against it

would deem to have undermined it.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Let me ask the
Government. Minister for Interior, is it opposed?
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Mr. Chairman: | now, put the motion before the
House.
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Mr. Chairman: It is rejected. Now Order 44, Yes,
Sania Nishtar for the Resolution.
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Resolution moved by Senator Sania Nishtar regarding
National Food Security Policy and creation of a cross-
sectoral task force in that regard
Senator Sania Nishtar: | move the following
Resolution:-

“Acknowledging that the Article 38 of the
Constitution of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan stipulates that the State shall
secure the well-being of the people and
provide them with necessities of life,
irrespective of sex, caste, creed or race, by
raising their standard of living;

Observing that in pursuance of Goal
No. 2 of the Sustainable Development Goals,
Pakistan has committed to achieving “zero
hunger;
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Noting with concern that despite
being an agrarian economy, Pakistan is far
from reaching this goal, with the country
being positioned at number 84 out of 113
countries in the Global Food Security Index
2022 and currently facing record food
inflation of 46.8%;

Recognizing Pakistan’s growing
vulnerability to climate change, which will
further  threaten food security, as
demonstrated by the devastating 2022
floods which resulted in an additional 7.6
million people experiencing food insecurity
with 48 per cent of households losing their
stored cereal stock;

Acknowledging that apart from the
good work done in the shape of formulating
the National Food Security Policy of 2018,
Pakistan needs an action plan to unify,
consolidate and streamline all efforts
towards the goal of ensuring adequate,
affordable, safe and nutritious food for all
through sustainable food production,
improved land use and reduced food
wastage;

The Senate of Pakistan, therefore,
urges upon the Government to immediately
create a cross-sectoral task force in the
country to identify gaps in financing towards
our food system and develop a clear
understanding of the country’s financing
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needs in line with Pakistan’s global
commitments ahead of COP-28;
The House also demands that
Pakistan should engage with global partners
to unlock investments from public, private,
multilateral  development banks and
philanthropic sources to shift to good food
finance and to actively participate in the co-
investment platform for food systems
transformation that is to be launched at
COP-28".
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So, the Resolution is rejected. Now we take up Order
No.45 which stands in the name of honourable Senator
Mushtaq Sahib. He is not present.
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The House stands adjourned to meet again on
Tuesday, the 7" November, 2023 at 10:30 a.m.

[The House was then adjourned to meet again on
Tuesday, the 7" November, 2023 at 10:30 a.m.]
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