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(303rd Session) 
 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

————— 
 

“QUESTIONS  FOR  ORAL  ANSWERS  AND  THEIR  REPLIES” 
 

to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 
 

Tuesday, the 15th September, 2020 
 

DEFERRED QUESTIONS 
 

[Questions Nos. 220, 351, 355, 360, and 2 were deferred on 
17th July, 2020 (300th Session)] 

 
(Def.) *Question No. 220 Senator Gianchand: 
  (Notice Received on 6/09/2019 at 10:25 AM) QID: 36365 
 

Will the Minister for Water Resources be pleased to state whether 
the 5% quota reserved for minorities in appointments is being 
implemented by the Ministry of Water Resources, if so, the number 
of persons appointed in the Ministry against the said quota during 
the  last five years with grade wise break up? 

 
 Mr. Muhammad Faisal Vawda: Ministry of Water Resources is 
nascent Ministry which has been created in August, 2017 as a result of 
bifurcation of Ministry of Water & Power into two Ministries i.e. Ministry 
of Water Resources and Ministry of Energy. Total sanctioned strength of 
the Ministry from BS-1 to 22 is 114. Since the creation of these posts, 5% 
quota of the minorities is being actively maintained/observed. The index 
for filling the posts of minority quota has not been matured so far in the 
Ministry of Water Resources hence, no post has been filled so far. 
However, as and when the index for the minority quota is matured, it will 
be filled in letter and spirit. 
 
(Def.) *Question No. 351 Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood: 
  (Notice Received on 29/05/2019 at 9:35 AM) QID: 35534 
 

Will the Minister for Water Resources be pleased to state the 
present status of work on the project for construction of Diamer 
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Bhasha Dam, indicating also the percentage of work completed 
and the amount spent on the said project so far with head wise 
break up? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Faisal Vawda: WAPDA is executing the 
project. Updated status as apprised by WAPDA is as under: 
 

 On-Going Activities: 
 

• So far 32,139 acres (86%) of land has been acquired out of 
total required land of 37,419 acres. 

 

• Construction of one number Resettlement Model Village at 
Harpan Das is in progress. Overall progress is 95%. 

 

• Construction of Project Colony at Thor is in progress. Overall 
progress is 85%. 

 

• Construction of Right Bank Periphery Road is under process. 
02 Contracts RBPR-01 & 02 have been awarded, the progress 
achieved is 68.50% & 40% respectively. Procurement of 
Contractor for RBPR-03 04 is in progress.  

 

• Construction of Shatial Thor Nullah Bypass (42 km) by NHA 
as deposit work is in progress. Overall progress is 51%. 

 

• 3.6 MW Thor Hydropower Project is operational since 
26-06-2019. Electricity is being supplied to locals as goodwill 
gesture till commencement of work on main dam. 

 
• 3.0 MW Thak Powerhouse is under construction & progress is 

94%. 
 

• ECNEC on 30-04-2020 principally approved the 2nd Revised 
PC-I for AL&R for Rs. 175 Billion including cash 
compensation to settle the resettlement issue. 

 
Procurement of Consultancy Services for Construction Design, 
Construction Supervision and Contract Administration 
 

The Contract for Consultancy Services was signed on 11-05-2020. 
Consultants commenced their services w.e.f 10-06-2020. 
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 Procurement of Contractor for Main Dam 
 

The Contract for Main Dam works was signed on 13-05-2020. 
Mobilization of Contractor is in progress. 

 
 Releases 
  

• GoP has released / spent Rs. 107.199 Billion against Land 
Acquisition & Resettlement since 2009-10 up to 30-06-2020, 
whereas Rs. 3.365 Billion has been released / spent by 
WAPDA as bridge financing. 

 
• Rs. 7.303 Billion has been self-financed / spent so far by 

WAPDA for WAPDA Colony & KKH Bypass. 
 

• GoP has also released/spent Rs. 43.805 Billion against Dam 
Part up to 30-06-2020. 

 
 Head wise break up of expenditure on Diamer Basha Dam Project 
(Dam part and LA&R) is attached at Annex-I. 
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(Def.) *Question No. 355 Senator Sirajul Haq: 
  (Notice Received on 5/07/2019 at 11:10 AM) QID: 36223 
 

         Will the Minister for Water Resources be pleased to state: 
 

(a) the title of the agreement under which water is being 
distributed amongst the provinces indicating also the formula 
laid down for distribution of water in the same; and 

 
(c) the ratio at which water is being provided to each province 

under the said agreement? 
 
 Mr. Muhammad Faisal Vawda: (a) The title of agreement 
between the provinces is “Apportionment of the Waters of the Indus River 
System between the Provinces of Pakistan”. 
 
 The Paras of the Accord related to distribution of water amongst 
the provinces are 2, 4 and 14(b) which are reproduced below:— 
 
 Para 2: 
 
 “In light of accepted water distributional principles the following 
apportionment was agreed to: 
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 * Including already sanctioned Urban and Industrial uses for 
Metropolitan Karachi. 
 
 **Unguaged Civil Canals above the rim stations. 
 
 Para 4: 
 
 Balance river supplies (including flood supplies and future 
storages) shall be distributed as below: 
 

Punjab Sindh Balochistan KPK Total 
37 37 12 14 100% 

 
 Para 14(b): 
 
 The record of actual average system uses for the period 1977-82, 
would form the guide line for developing a future regulation pattern. 
These ten daily uses would be adjusted pro-rata to correspond to the 
indicted seasonal allocation of the different canal systems and would form 
the basis for sharing shortages and surpluses on all Pakistan basis. 
 
 (b) Based on the guiding principles stated in the above Paras of 
the Accord, IRSA has formulated a formula known as “The 3-Tier 
Formula”, which has been vogue since 2003 which is stated below:— 
 

 • Scenario I 
 

 - Water Availability < Actual Average System Uses 77-82 
 - Distributed as per 14 (b) of the WAA 1991 
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 • Scenario II 
 

 - Water Availability > Actual Average System Uses 77-82 
but < Para 2 of WAA 1991 

 - Actual Average System Uses are protected 
 - Balance available as per Para 2 of the WAA 1991 
 

 • Scenario III 
 

 - Water Availability > Para 2 of WAA 1991 
 - Para 2 of the WAA 1991 is protected 
 - Balance as per Para 4 of the WAA 1991 
 

 The smaller Provinces of KPK and Balochistan shall remain 
exempted from sharing of shortages as decided by IRSA on 13-12-2000. 
 
 Sindh Province does not agree to IRSA’s above formula and 
approached the Council of Common Interest (CCI), which directed the 
Attorney General for Pakistan to furnish report on the issue after thorough 
study of all related documents. The report by the Attorney General has 
been issued. The CCI has constituted a Committee to review the Attorney 
General Report and come up with the recommendations, in its 
41st meeting, dated 23-12-2019. 
 
(Def.) *Question No. 360 Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh: 
  (Notice Received on 26/09/2019 at 1:45 PM) QID: 36438 
 

Will the Minister for Water Resources be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that per capita availability of water in the country has 
been constantly decreasing and has  gone down from 5260 m3 in 
1951 to 1000 m3 in 2017, if so, the reasons thereof indicating also 
the steps taken / being taken by the Government to address this 
issue? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Faisal Vawda: Yes, it is a fact that per capita 
water availability in Pakistan in 1951 was 5,260 m3 per annum, which is 
constantly decreasing and at present has reduced to less than 1,000 m3 per 
annum per capita due to increasing population, which is the stage of water 
scarcity. 
 
 WAPDA has prepared a comprehensive plan to address the water 
scarcity issue by storing flood water during high flow season and utilize 
the same. during lean season. 
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• In last decade, WAPDA has completed Mangla Dam Raising 
(2.88 MAF), Gomal Zam Dam (0.892 MAF), Satpara Dam 
(0.053 MAF) and Darawat Dam (0.089 MAF) to store water. 

 

• While Diamer Basha Dam (6.4 MAF), Mohmand (Munda) 
Dam (0.676 MAF) and Nai Gaj Dam (0.16 MAF) are at 
implementation stage. 

 

 WAPDA is also planning to construct Kurram Tangi Dam Stage-II 
(0.90 MAF), Chiniot Dam (0.85 MAF), Shyok Dam (5.0 MAF), Akhori 
Dam (6.0 MAF), Dudhnial Dam (1.00 MAF), Skardu Dam (3.20 MAF) 
and Sindh Barrage (2.00 MAF) to cope with the issues of water shortage 
in the country. 
 

(Def.) *Question No. 2 Senator Mian Muhammad Ateeq Shaikh: 
  (Notice Received on 6/03/2020 at 1:45 PM) QID: 36929 
 

 Will the Minister for Water Resources be pleased to state: 
 

(a) the details of ongoing projects of construction of dams in the 
country under the  Federal PSDP and in collaboration with 
the Provincial Governments or donor agencies indicating 
also the details of those expected to be completed during the 
current year; and 

 

(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 
Government to construct more dams in the country, if so, the 
details thereof and if not, the reasons thereof? 

 

 Mr. Muhammad Faisal Vawda: (a) Federal Government is 
providing funds for construction of Sixty (60) small, medium, large and 
delay action/recharge dam projects in the country through Federal Public 
Sector Development Program. These projects aim to provide water for 
irrigation/ agriculture, and drinking purposes. 
 

 List of ongoing small, medium and large dams along-with delay 
action dams being sponsored by the Federal Government and executed by 
WAPDA, provinces under the PSDP are given at Annex-A, while details 
of seventeen (17) dam projects expected to be completed during the 
current financial year are at Annex-B. Cumulative live storage capacity of 
small/medium/large dams is about 8,683,699 Acre-Feet. 
 

 (b) Detail of Dams projects which are at planning stage is 
attached at Annex-C. 
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Annex-B 
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Annex-C 
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*Question No. 4 Senator Syed Muhammad Sabir Shah:  
  (Notice Received on 28/08/2020 at 4:15 PM) QID: 37300 
 

Will the Minister for Law and Justice be pleased to state: 
 

(a the names, designations, place of domicile and date of 
appointment of the  persons appointed on adhoc, contract and 
daily wages basis in the  Federal Ombudsman Secretariat 
during the last five years; and 

 
(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to regularize the services of the said persons, if 
so, when and if not, the  reasons thereof? 
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 Dr. Muhammad Farogh Naseem: (a) No person is appointed on 
adhoc or daily wage basis in the Federal Ombudsman Secretariat during 
the last five years. However, the detail of officers / staff appointed on 
contract basis under Article 20 of President’s Order No. l of 1983 on fixed 
remuneration basis as per the requirement of the office and those 
appointed on contract under Prime Minister’s Assistance Package is at 
Annex-A. The content of Article 20 of P.O.I of 1983 is placed at Annex-B. 
 
 (b) There is no proposal under consideration of the Federal 
Ombudsman Secretariat to regularize the services of the contract 
employees appointed under Article 20 of Presidential Order No. 1 of 1983 
on fixed remuneration basis. The contract appointees under Article 20 are 
paid from the head “Payment to others for services rendered” and not from 
the regular head of account of “Pay and Allowances”, and, hence, has no 
concern with regularization of their services so made under Article 20 of 
the Presidential Order No.l of 1983. As regards, regularization of 
contractual staff appointed under Assistance Package for families of Govt. 
employees who die in service will be carried out as per Government 
policy/ instructions issued from time to time Annex-C. 
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Annex-A 
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Annex-B 
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Annex-C 
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*Question No. 6 Senator Rana Mahmood Ul Hassan:  
  (Notice Received on 31/08/2020 at 9:50 AM) QID: 37268 
 

Will the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the Election Commission of Pakistan is 
revising the delimitation of constituencies of National and 
Provincial Assemblies, if so, the details thereof indicating also the 
benchmarks upon which the delimitation of constituencies is being 
revised and the time by which the same will be completed? 

 
 Minister for Parliamentary Affairs: No. The ECP is not revising 
the delimitation of constituencies of National Assembly and Provincial 
Assemblies. Additionally, it is informed that the last delimitation of 
constituencies of National Assembly and Provincial Assembles was 
carried out on the basis of provisional results of Population Census 2017. 
Article 51 (5) provide that such arrangements shall only be applicable to 
GE-2018 and bye-elections related to. The ECP has already sensitized the 
Federal Government, the Speaker, National Assembly and the Chairman, 
Senate for early publication of official results of population census. 
 
*Question No. 7 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  
  (Notice Received on 3/09/2020 at 9:15 AM) QID: 37326 
 

Will the Minister for Water Resources be pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that the Government has removed Members of Indus 
River System Authority (IRSA) without consultation with 
provinces; if so, the reasons thereof indicating also the time by 
which new members from provinces will be appointed? 

 
 Reply not received. 
 
*Question No. 8 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  
  (Notice Received on 3/09/2020 at 9:15 AM) QID: 37324 
 

Will the Minister for Human Rights be pleased to state whether it 
is a fact that tenures of the Chairman and Members of the National 
Commission of Human Rights were completed on 30th May, 2019 
and since then appointments have not been made against these 
posts, if so, the reasons thereof indicating also the time by which 
appointments will be made against the same? 
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 Dr. Shireen M. Mazari: The National Commission for Human 
Rights Act, 2012 was promulgated on June 5, 2012. Section 3 of the Act 
provides for the establishment of National Commission for Human Rights 
to exercise powers and functions under the Act. Earlier, the federal 
government established the National Commission for Human Rights on 
19th May 2015 for a period of four years which completed its term in 
May 2019. 
 
 In order to reconstitute new Commission for term of four years, the 
Ministry of Human Rights, in light of Section 4 of the Act initiated 
process and issued a public notice, inviting suggestions/applications for 
the posts of Chairperson and Members of the Commission on 29th March 
2019. Later on, the Cabinet in its meeting held on 30th July 2019 decided 
to re-advertise for appointment of Chairperson and Members, NCHR. 
Thereon, the Ministry of Human Rights issued a public notice on 22nd 
September 2019 for which, a total of 205 applications for the post of 
Chairperson, Member (Punjab), Member (Sindh), Member (Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa), Member (Balochistan), Member (ICT), and Member 
(Minority) were received. The scrutiny committee under the chair of 
Secretary, Ministry of Human Rights scrutinized the applications and 
tabulated suitable candidates in three categories; A, B & C as per 
experience relating to human Rights. Thereon, a list of suitable candidates 
was forwarded to the Cabinet as federal government is the Cabinet as 
interpreted by the Supreme Court in its judgment reported as PLD 2016 
SC 808. 
 
 The Cabinet in its meeting held on 24th December 2019 
considered the summary and authorized the sub-committee comprising 
Minister for Human Rights, Minister for Federal Education & Professional 
Training and Minister for Aviation to scrutinize the applicants and 
recommend final panels for the posts of Chairperson, Members Punjab, 
Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan, ICT and Minority of NCHR, to 
the Prime Minister. In this connection, a meeting of the sub-committee 
was held on 06-01-2020 and the sub-committee recommended panels for 
the posts of Chairperson and Members of NCHR and summary for PM 
was submitted. The Prime Minister seen the Summary and pleased to 
observe that in term of Section 4(1) of the National Commission for 
Human Rights Act, 2012 and Federal Cabinet’s decision dated 
24-12-2019, the Federal Minister for Human Rights shall, on behalf of the 
Federal Government, intimate the panels against each position to the 
Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly. 
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 However, it is apprised that Islamabad High Court in a writ 
petition No. 3316/2019 titled Ali Nawaz Chohan Vs FOP issued order on 
16th January 2020 with direction that respondents are restricted from 
issuing a notification regarding appointment of the Chairman of the 
Commission. Currently, the matter is pending in the Court. 
 
*Question No. 9 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  
  (Notice Received on 3/09/2020 at 9:15 AM) QID: 37325 
 

Will the Minister for Water Resources be pleased to state: 
 

(a)  the names, locations and capacity of small and large water 
reservoirs / dams in the country at present; and 

 
(b) whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to construct large dams to control the wastage of 
water in the country, if so, the time by which work will be 
initiated on the same? 

 
 Mr. Muhammad Faisal Vawda: (a) Names, locations and 
capacity of small and large water reservoirs / dams constructed / being 
constructed by WAPDA are attached at Annex-A. 
 
 (b) WAPDA is planning to construct large dams and reservoir to 
control the wastage of water in the country. In addition to the under 
construction dams mentioned above, many projects are under planning 
stage the detail of which is attached at Annex-B. 
  



29 



30 

 
 
 
 
 



31 

 
 



32 



33 

 
 
*Question No. 10 Senator Sassui Palijo:  
  (Notice Received on 3/09/2020 at 11:50 AM) QID: 37302 
 

Will the Minister of Human Rights be pleased to state: 
 

(a) whether it is a fact that laws relating to the rights of women 
are not being implemented in the country, if so, the details 
thereof; 

 
(b)  whether the Ministry of Human Rights has conducted any 

study into the said issue, if so, the details thereof; and 
 
(c) the steps being taken by the Government to ensure 

implementation of those laws in letter and spirit? 
 
 Dr. Shireen M. Mazari: (a) No, this is not a fact that laws relating 
to the rights of women are not being implemented in the country. The 
Government of Pakistan is committed to ensure protection and promotion 
of rights of women in line with its national and international obligations. 
After devolution of the subject matter as a result of 18th Constitutional 
Amendment, implementation of women specific laws at provincial level, 
is the responsibility of respective Provincial Governments. At the Federal 
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level “The Criminal Law (Amendment) (Offences relating to Honor 
Killing) Act, 2016 and “The Criminal Law (Amendment) (Offences 
relating to Rape) Act, 2016” passed by the joint session of the Parliament, 
as well as “Enforcement of Women's Property Rights Act, 2020” are the 
landmark legislations for protection of Rights of Women. 
 
 (b) Since the laws are being implemented, no such study has been 
conducted. However for effective implementation of law and protection of 
rights of women, the actions taken by the Ministry are given in part (c) 
below. 
 
 (c) The Government gives special attention to implementation of 
laws for protection of Women Rights through respective Ministries/ 
Divisions/ Departments. The steps taken/ being taken by the Government 
to ensure implementation of women specific laws in letter and spirit are as 
under: 
 
 i. National Commission on the Status of Women (NCSW), 

established by the Government as a statutory body with the 
specific purpose to: Examine policies, programs and other 
measures taken by the Government for women’s development 
and gender equality as well as review laws, roles and 
regulations affecting the status of women, among others. 

 
 ii. The Ministry of Human Rights has notified the NCHR 

Complaint Rules, which comprehensively elaborate the 
procedure regarding evaluating and disposing of complaints 
of human rights violations, including cases of women rights 
violations according to the relevant laws. 

 
 iii. The Action Plan for Human Rights is being implemented in 

the country. Implementation of key Human Rights Priorities 
i.e. Rights of Women, Children, Minorities and vulnerable 
population is one of the major thematic areas of the Action 
Plan. 

 
 iv. The Ministry of Human Rights has launched a media 

campaign with regard to inheritance of women. 
 
 v. The Ministry of Human Rights has launched a Toll Free Help-

Line 1099 for legal advice on human rights violations. This 
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initiative has especially been designed to facilitate women’s 
access to justice under certain laws. Trained lawyers have 
been deputed to respond all such cases online and free of cost. 

 
 vi. 12 exclusive trainings on women specific laws were 

organized by the Ministry of Human Rights for prosecutors, 
lawyers and other relevant officials during 2017. 

 
 vii. The Ministry of Human Rights regularly coordinates with 

relevant Departments/ Organizations to address women 
related issues. As per law, all cases involving violation of 
women rights are taken up as a regular feature. 

 
 iii. A safety mobile app named “Helpline 1099” will soon be 

available at play store to report on the cases of human rights 
violations including gender based violence. 

 
*Question No. 11 Senator Kalsoom Perveen:  
  (Notice Received on 3/09/2020 at 12:50 PM) QID: 37307 
 

Will the Minister for Human Rights be pleased to state: 
 

(a)   the names, educational qualifications, place of domicile of the 
persons appointed as Members of the National Commission 
on Human Rights indicating also the procedure adopted for 
their appointment; and 

 
(b)  whether it is a fact that proper procedure was not adopted for 

appointment of some of the said Members, if so, the reasons 
thereof? 

 
 Dr. Shireen M. Mazari: (a) No Member has so far been appointed 
in the National Commission for Human Rights. The requirement/ 
qualification of Members is in sub-section (3) of the Section 3 of the 
National Commission for Human Rights Act, 2012 which states:  
 
 “A member shall not be less than forty years of age and shall have 
knowledge and experience relating to human rights.” 
 
 For appointments of Members, the procedure is adopted under 
Section 4 of the NCHR Act which provides that the Federal Government 
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shall through public notice, invite suggestions for suitable persons for 
appointment as Chairperson and members of the NCHR and, after proper 
scrutiny, submit a list of suitable persons to the Prime Minister and the 
Leader of the Opposition in the National Assembly. The Prime Minister 
shall in consultation with the Leader of the Opposition in the National 
Assembly forward three names for each post to the Parliamentary 
Committee for hearing and confirmation of any one person for each post. 
Provided that in case there is no consensus between the Prime Minister 
and the Leader of the Opposition, each shall forward a separate list to the 
Parliamentary Committee. The Parliamentary Committee shall forward the 
names of the nominee confirmed by it to the President of Islamic republic 
of Pakistan, who shall appoint the Chairperson and Members accordingly. 
 
 (b) The procedure for the reconstitution of the Commission will 
be adopted strictly as given under Section 4 of National Commission for 
Human Rights Act 2012. 
 
 
 
 
 
 ISLAMABAD, DR. SYED PERVAIZ ABBAS, 
 the 14th September, 2020 Secretary. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PCPPI—1226(20) Senate— 14-09-2020 —275. 


