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(306th Session) 

 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 

 

———— 
 

“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWER AND THEIR REPLIES” 

 

to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 

 

Friday, the 22nd January, 2021 

 

DEFERRED QUESTION 

 

[Question No. 12 was deferred on 16th October, 2020 (304th Session)] 

 

(Def.) *Question No. 12 Senator Syed Muhammad Sabir Shah: 

   (Notice Received on 2/10/2020 at 3:35 PM) QID: 37476 

 

Will the Minister for Commerce be please to state the detail of the 

rebate filed by the exporters of sugar during the years 2019 and 

2020? 

 

 Minister for Commerce: As per the data provided by State Bank 

of Pakistan, 04 cases were filed during 2019-2020 for rebate of freight 

support against the scheme of the Federal Government announced in 2017. 

However, all four cases were declared time barred by SBP. 

 

 Moreover, 1958 cases were filed during 2019-2020 for the rebate 

scheme announced by the Government of Punjab in 2019. 

 

*Question No. 1 Senator Rana Mahmood ul Hassan:  

  (Notice Received on 2/11/2020 at 4:35 PM) QID: 37571 

 

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special 

Initiatives be pleased to state whether any proposal is under 

consideration of the Government to set up special economic zone 

under CPEC in Southern Punjab, if so, the details thereof and if 

not, the reasons thereof? 
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 Mr. Asad Umar: Two (02) Special Economic Zones namely 

Rahim Yar Khan SEZ and Vehari SEZ have been notified in Souther 

Punjab in September 2019 whereas, zone application of Bahawalpur SEZ 

is under consideration for reward of status. 

 

*Question No. 2 Senator Rana Mahmood ul Hassan:  

  (Notice Received on 2/11/2020 at 4:35 PM) QID: 37569 

 

Will the Minister for Commerce be pleased to state: 
 

 (a) whether it is fact that IBAN of a remitting bank is mandatory 

for clearance of imported vehicles at the country ports;  
 

 (b) whether it is also a fact that the importers of vehicles are 

bearing heavy losses due to the said IBAN restriction, if so;  

and 
 

 (c) the steps being taken by the Government for facilitating the 

importers for early clearance of imported vehicles stranded at 

the ports of the country? 

 

 Minister for Commerce: (a & b) 

 

 I. On the recommendations of State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) and 

the Finance Division (Annex-I), the Ministry of Commerce 

issued a clarification dated 01-09-2020 (Annex-II) which, 

inter alia, required that International Bank Account Number 

(IBAN) of the remitter of remittances should be disclosed on 

the Proceed Realization Certificate (PRC), submitted to the 

Pakistan Customs for import clearance of a vehicle, imported 

under transfer of residence, personal baggage or gift scheme. 

 

 II. However, when certain Overseas Pakistanis approached this 

Ministry stating that some countries do not have IBAN 

system, hence, their PRC’s could not disclose IBAN. The 

Ministry of Commerce on the recommendations of SBP, 

issued another clarification dated 02-11-2020 (Annex-III) 

whereby condition of IBAN from PRC was withdrawn. Now 

a PRC shall be acceptable if it discloses, inter alia, 
 

 i. Name of the sender of remittance. 

 ii. Name of bank of the remitter, and 

 iii. Bank account No. of the remitter. 
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 (c) As of 2nd November, 2020 there is no condition of disclosing 

IBAN on the PRC for import clearance of cars/vehicles imported under 

personal baggage, transfer of residence and gift schemes. 
 

Annex-I 
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Annex-II 
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Annex-III 
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*Question No. 3 Senator Fida Muhammad:  

  (Notice Received on 3/11/2020 at 2:50 PM) QID: 37591 

 

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state that 

whether it is a fact that the amount received by a Government 

servant on account of self-hiring or as rental ceiling is treated, for 

the purpose of levying income tax, as a separate block of income 

and not as part of his income from salary, if so, the details and 

reasons thereof? 

 

 Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh: The amount received on account of 

self hiring by a Government Servant is treated as his income and income 

tax is deducted as per guidelines provided by FBR in Withholding Tax 

Regime (WHT Rates Card) on 30-06-2020 under Section 149 Tax on 

Salary Income in respective salary slabs (Annexure-I) . 

 

 2. Whereas the amount received on account of rental ceiling by a 

Government Servant is the income of owner of the residential building. As 

per guidelines provided by FBR in Withholding Tax Regime (WHT Rates 

Card) on 30-06-2020 under Section 155 Income From Property in 

respective tax slabs is deducted as a separate block from the owners claim 

(Annexure-II) . 

 

Annex-I 
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*Question No. 4 Senator Mohsin Aziz:  

  (Notice Received on 9/11/2020 at 2:48 PM) QID: 37596 

 

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special 

Initiatives be pleased to state the names of ongoing projects under 

the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) program 

indicating also the percentage of work completed so far on each 

project and the time by which the remaining work will be 

completed? 

 

 Mr. Asad Umar: Updates for list of agreed projects at Annex-I. 

 

(Annexure has been placed on the Table of the House as well as Library) 

 

*Question No. 5 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:  

  (Notice Received on 10/11/2020 at 10:15 AM) QID: 37471 

 

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased o state: 

 

 (a) the amount of loans taken by the Government from national 

and international financial institutions during the last two 

years with year wise breakup; and 

 

 (b) the amount of loans paid back during the said period? 

 

 Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh: (a) Government obtained net domestic 

loans of Rs. 5.4 trillion from national financial institutions during 2018-19 

and 2019-20: 

 

 
 

 Government net borrowing from international financial institutions 

was USD 5.0 billion during 2018-19 and 2019-20: 
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 (b) Total amount of USD 16.4 billion was paid towards external 

loans and Rs. 19.9 trillion towards domestic debt during last two years. 

 

*Question No. 6 Senator Mohsin Aziz:  

  (Notice Received on 10/11/2020 at 12:30 PM) QID: 37597 

 

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the amount of foreign exchange reserves as on 31st October, 

2020; and 

 

 (b) the steps taken or being taken by the Government to increase 

the said reserves? 

 

 Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh: (a) As on 30th October 2020, 

Pakistan’s foreign exchange reserves were recorded at US$19,399.9 

million; which showed an increase of US$ 4,918.3 million and US$ 513.7 

million from end June 2019 and end June 2020, respectively. Following 

table summarizes the liquid foreign exchange reserve position during 

recent years. 
 

 
 

 (b) Adoption of market-based exchange rate system, along with a 

prudent monetary policy stance has resulted in strengthening of the 

external account. During July-November FY-21, the current account has 

shown a surplus of $1.6 billion against a deficit of $1.7 billion in the 

corresponding period of FY-20. This improvement has helped in building 
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of the foreign exchange reserves of the country. At the same time, the 

Government is also arranging concessional financing from multilateral and 

bilateral sources in order to support the balance of payments position and 

meet external debt obligations. 

 

*Question No. 7 Senator Sirajul Haq:  

  (Notice Received on 10/11/2020 at 12:35 PM) QID: 37541 

 

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state the 

steps being taken by the Government to increase the growth rate 

and reduce the ratio of poverty in the country? 

 

 Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh: (a)  Government is focused on 

bringing improvement in the real sector growth through inclusive growth 

in agriculture, industrial and services sectors. 

 

  Realizing the importance of subsectors of the economy, the 

government has started different programs. 

 

 To stimulate agriculture sector, 

 

  National Agriculture Emergency Program (NAEP) (cost of 

277 bn): 13 mega projects are under execution. Objectives of 

the program are: 

 

  Improvements in water availability 

  Soil conservation and shrimp fanning 

  Establishing new agriculture markets 

 

 — A mega project National Oilseed Enhancement 

Program under NAEP has been launched to boost 

the adoption of oilseed crops. Cost: Rs 10.964 bn 

for 5 years 

 

  Allocation of Rs. 10 bn for Locust control in current budget 

 

  An amount of Rs. 12 bn (PSDP 2020-21) has been allocated 

for food security and agriculture 

 

  To achieve sustainable food secure future the government is 

taking following steps such as: 
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  Distribution of technologically advanced seeds 

  Provision of certified seeds and machinery for farmers 

  Agricultural extension trainings to disseminate research 

and technology to farmers 

 

  Ensuring easy availability of credit to agriculture sector 

 

 — Agriculture credit disbursement (FY2020) grew by 3.5% 

to Rs.1214.7 bn (Rs.1174 bn last year). While during the 

first three months of FY2021 the disbursement is 

Rs. 250 bn. 

 

 To Support Industrial sector, 

 

 Slashed FED on cement from Rs. 2/kg to Rs. 1.5/kg w.e.f 1st 

July, 2020 

 Relaxation of excise duties on textile items 

 Rs. 33 bn mark-up subsidy for construction sector 

 Export Finance Scheme (EFS) maintained at 3 % 

 Long Term Finance Facility (LTFF) reduced from 6 % to 5 % 

 SBP announced additional support of Rs. 190 bn for exporters 

and investors 

 Withdrawn duties on selected HS codes of textile sector, 

including fibers, yarns and fabrics of nylon, viscose, acrylic, 

rayon, silk, wool and vegetable based fibers like hemp etc. 

 Gradually phasing out duties on industrial raw materials to 

revive manufacturing sector. 

 Other initiatives 

 

 Ease of Doing Business Reform Action Plan 

 Investment Promotion Strategy 2020-23 

 Second phase of the Pak-China Free Trade Agreement 

 National Tariff policy (NTP) 
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 E-Commerce policy 

 To control inflationary pressures, various policy, 

administrative and relief measures have been imitated 

 Incentives under Pakistan Remittance Initiative Program to 

make the inflow of foreign currencies faster, cheaper and 

more convenient under the PRI. 

 Government’s measure in agriculture, industries and external 

sector along with controlling inflationary pressures will not only stimulate 

the economic growth but would also provide significant support in 

reducing the poverty. 

 

 In addition the targeted poverty reduction interventions have been 

made through Ehsaas program, BISP, Sehat Sahulat program, expanding 

coverage of Waseela-e-Taleem program, Tree Tsunami Program (10BTT), 

Clean & Green Pakistan etc. 

 

 — Ehsaas Emergency Cash Program total allocation of 

Rs. 144 bn for immediate cash relief of Rs. 12,000 to 12 mn 

families. 

 

 — New target is 16.9 mn beneficiaries against the revised 

allocation of Rs. 203 bn. 

 

 — Kamyab Jawan Youth Entrepreneurship Scheme will provide 

Rs. 100 bn low cost loans for youth to setup/expand business 

  

 — Tahafuz pilot project of Rs. 55.00 mn 

 

 — The Panagahs (shelter) for jobless and poor 

 

 — Interest Free Loan (IFL) Program by PPAF 

 

 — Rs. 50 bn TSG for the Utility Store. 

 

 Like the rest of the world, COVID-19 poses serious threats to 

Pakistan’s economic growth. 

 To address the issue, the Government has acted timely and 

announced the largest ever Fiscal Stimulus package of 

Rs. 1,240 bn that covers Emergency Response (Rs. 190 bn), 
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Support to Business (Rs. 480 bn) and Relief to Citizens 

(Rs. 570 bn). 

 All these measures are an indication of government’s commitment 

to correct the fundamentals of the economy through effective policy 

making and targeted reforms in order to achieve sustainable and inclusive 

growth trajectory. 

 

*Question No. 8 Senator Sirajul Haq:  

  (Notice Received on 10/11/2020 at 12:35 PM) QID: 37533 

 

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether it is a fact that public debt has increased by Rs. 3419 

billion during the last one year, if so, reasons thereof; and 

 

 (b) the steps being taken by the Government to get the country 

out of its debts? 

 

 Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh: (a) Total Public Debt increased by 

Rs. 3.7 trillion during 2019-20 due to following reasons: 
 

 
 

 (b) Over the medium term, Government’s objective is to increase 

revenue mobilization, reduce expenditures and reform Public Sector 

Enterprises (PSEs). These measures are expected to bring stability leading 

to gradual reduction in the fiscal deficit over next few years and 

subsequently would reduce the country’s reliance on additional debt. 
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 Government is committed to reduce the fiscal deficit from 8-9 

percent to 3-4 percent of GDP over the medium term, which in-turn is 

expected to decrease the debt burden of the country. 

 

*Question No. 9 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  

  (Notice Received on 10/11/2020 at 1:10 PM) QID: 37081 

 

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether it is fact that Government has imposed a cut of 

Rs. 154 billion on the share of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa in NFC 

Award, if so, the law / rule under which the same has been 

imposed; and 

 

 (b) whether the Government has consulted the provincial 

Governments regarding the said cut in the share from NFC 

Award, if so, the details thereof? 

 

 Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh: (a) No. It is not a fact that the 

Government has imposed cut of Rs. 154 billion on the share of Khyber 

Pakhtunkhwa in NFC Award. 

 

 (b) As no cut on the NFC shares of the provinces has been 

imposed by the Federal Government, therefore question of consultation 

with the provincial governments does not arise. 

 

*Question No. 10 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:  

  (Notice Received on 11/11/2020 at 10:30 AM) QID: 37521 

 

Will the Minister for Economic Affairs be pleased to state the 

amount of loan / aid received from foreign countries and 

International Financial Institutions for restructuring of Federal 

Board of Revenue (FBR) during the last 12 years with year wise 

breakup and the progress made on the same so far? 

 

 Makhdoom Khusro Bukhtiar: During the last 12-years (July 

2008 to June 2020), US$ 143.9 Million have been received from World 

Bank (WB) and United Kingdom (UK) for restructuring of Federal Board 

of Revenue (FBR). The year-wise breakup is a follows: 
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 As per the Rules of Business, 1973, Ministry of Economic Affairs 

is responsible for assessment of requirements, programming and 

negotiations for external economic assistance from foreign governments 

and organizations. As regards progress made with respect to restructuring, 

the FBR tax collection has increased from PKR 1,008.1 Billion in tax year 

ending in FY 2008 to PKR 4,123 Billion in tax year ending in FY 2020 in 

absolute terms and by 309% in percentage terms. 

 

*Question No. 11 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:  

  (Notice Received on 11/11/2020 at 10:30 AM) QID: 37469 

 

Will the Minister for Commerce be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the total volume of exports during the last two years with year 

wise breakup; and 
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 (b) the steps taken by the present Government to facilitate the 

exporters of the country during the said period? 

 

 Minister for Commerce: (a) Export and Import during last two 

financial years. 
 

 
 

 (b) The followings steps have been taken by the present 

government to facilitate the exporters of the country during the said 

period: 

 

1. PM PACKAGE OF INCENTIVE FOR EXPORTERS: The 

Government announced an Export Package of Rs. 180 billion 

to facilitate the business community and arrest the declining 

trend in exports. During Phase-I of the PM Package, the 

exporters of gloves, footballs and other sports goods, leather 

garments, footwear, surgical and cutlery sectors were provided 

cash support at specific percentage of FOB value of exports. 

During Phase-II, the Package was extended with certain 

modifications by allowing 50% of the incentive to all eligible 

sectors and the remaining 50% of incentive was linked to at 

least 10% enhancement in exports as compared to the 

corresponding period of the last year. During Phase III, the 

Package was further extended for the next three years 

(2018-21) on the same terms and conditions as was approved in 

the second phase with the addition of more non-textile sectors 

viz, electric fans, transport equipment, auto part accessories, 

machinery including electric machinery, furniture, stationary, 

fruits & vegetables and meat and meat preparation including 

poultry. Moreover, to encourage market diversification, 2% 

incentive of FOB value was allowed for exports to the  

non-traditional markets.  
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2. TARIFF RETIONALIZATION THROUGH NATIONAL 

TARIFF POLICY: The Custom Duties and Regulatory Duties 

on 236 Tariff Lines (TLs) of raw materials and intermediate 

products were reduced in budget 2018-19. In supplementary 

budgets I and II, the duties on 40 TLs and 106 TLs respectively 

were reduced, Moreover, Customs Duties on 1639 TLs were 

reduced to zero in, the budget 2019-20. In budget 2020-2021, 

additional Customs Duty of 2% on 1623 Tariff Lines, 

consisting of basic raw materials used by the industry, have 

been removed. Moreover, in order to discourage smuggling in 

the country and keeping in view the vision of the Prime 

Minister to facilitate the legitimate trade, duties on 135 

smuggling prone items have also been reduced. Similarly, to 

facilitate the industry especially Engineering Sector in the 

country, duties on 36 Tariff lines of flat Iron and Steel 

products, i.e. Hot Rolled Coils (HRC) have been reduced. In 

order to implement the “Make in Pakistan Initiative” duties 

have been reduced on 112 Tariff Lines, consisting of 

inputs/intermediate goods, used by the exporters in the 

domestic production. Duties on 90 items have also been 

reduced from 11% to 3% & 0% on intermediate goods which 

were not manufactured locally. 

 

3. E-COMMMERCE POLICY: Introduced in October, 2019, the 

policy covers and provides guidelines on key components for 

promotion of e-Commerce including regulatory environment, 

financial inclusion and digitization through payment 

infrastructure, empowering youth and SMEs, consumer 

protection, taxation, ICT infrastructure, logistics and 

engagement in multilateral negotiations. 

 

4. MARKET ACCESS INITIATIVE: To have better market 

access for Pakistani products, the Government has taken the 

following initiatives: 

 

i. Pak China FTA Phase-II: Pakistan has signed the second 

phase of Pak-China FTA, effective from 1st January, 2020, 

under which duty on 313 Tariff Lines will be reduced to 

zero by China. The enhanced market access will further 

diversify Pakistan’s export in these Tariff Lines.  
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ii. Market Access by China on Yarn, Rice and Sugar: The 

Chinese Government has granted one-time duty-free 

buying arrangement of US$ 01 billion access to Pakistan 

yarn, sugar and rice. 

 

iii. Enhanced Market Access offered by Indonesia: As a 

result of concerted negotiations, Ministry of Commerce has 

been able to get market access from Indonesia on additional 

20 tariff lines. Exports in these 20 tariff lines will further 

diversify Pakistan’s exports to Indonesia, for Pakistan’s 

global export in these lines amount to US$ 4 billion. 

 
iv. Enhanced Market Access offered by Sri Lanka: In Dec. 

2019, three new varieties namely, PK 385 and or Super 

Kernel grade, 1121 Kianat Rice, PK 198/D 98 Basmati 

Rice have been added to the list of Rice having duty free 

access to Sri Lankan market. 

 
v. New Markets: To further diversify Pakistan’s exports to 

non-traditional markets, the Ministry of Commerce has 

launched the “Look Africa” policy to promote and 

facilitate, exports to the untapped markets of African 

region, which hold immense potential for Pakistan to 

enhance its market share. 

 
vi. Enhanced engagement with top 10 African Economies: 

The Ministry of Commerce has enhanced interaction with 

African Ambassadors/High Commissioners based in 

Pakistan, and directed the trade officers posted in African 

countries to intensify engagement with respective 

Governments and business leaders. In this regard, 6 new 

commercial sections in Egypt, Tanzania, Ethiopia, Sudan 

Algeria, and Senegal have been opened. 

 
a. Arrangement of Look Africa Trade Forums in 

Major Cities: “Look Africa Trade Forum” was 

organized on the sidelines of EXPO Pakistan-2017 at 

Karachi, attended by, hundreds of businessmen from 18 

African countries, all African Ambassadors/ High 

Commissioners in Pakistan, diplomats, government 
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officials and over two hundred Pakistani businessmen. 

Trade Forums were also arranged in Karachi, Lahore, 

Peshawar and Islamabad with the help of the chambers 

of commerce. 

 

b. Negotiations on Bilateral / Multilateral Trade 

Agreements: Trade Negotiation Committees have been 

formed/reactivated with major African countries. Joint 

Working Groups (JWGs)/JTC with Tunisia and Kenya 

have been established, while Egypt has agreed to the 

establishment of a JWG between the two countries. 

Bilateral Trade Agreements (BTAs) are in process with 

Nigeria, Rwanda and Ethiopia. Under these BTAs, 

JWGs will also be established. Engagement with 

SACU, ECOWAS and EAC is being initiated. 

 

c. Enhanced Subsidy for Africa: TDAP provides Special 

subsidy (80-90%) to companies / delegations to 

encourage their participation in exhibitions in Africa. 

After the launch of “Look Africa Policy Initiative”, 12 

exhibitions in Egypt, Morocco, South Africa, Nigeria, 

Kenya, Tanzania and Ethiopia etc. and 1 delegation of 

Surgical, Pharma and Sports Goods to Algeria and 

Tunisia been sponsored by TDAP under the policy. 

 

d. Pakistan-Africa Trade Development Conference: 
The event was held in Nairobi, Kenya, on 30-31 

January, 2019, with an aim to promote trade and to 

further strengthen existing trade linkages with the 

African region. 

 

5. COVID-19 related Trade Policy Measures: 

 

 61 essential medical items identified by MNHSRC were 

exempted from all duties and taxes vide SRO 

235(1)/2020, dated 20th March, 2020 for a period of three 

months from the date of issuance of the notification.  

 

 MoC imposed ban on the export of various PPE items on 

the recommendation of MNHSRC vide SRO 239(I)/2020 

dated 24th March, 2020. 
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 The Cabinet in its meeting dated 09-04-2020 imposed a 

ban on export of anti-malarial drugs on a Summary moved 

by the Ministry of National Health Services, Regulation 

and Coordination (MNHSRC). The Ministry of 

Commerce (MoC) implemented the said decision vide 

SRO 297(1)/2020 dated 9th April 2020. 

 

 The Cabinet on 02-06-2020 constituted a committee under 

the chairmanship of Advisor to PM on Commerce, to 

monitor the availability of PPEs in the country. So far, the 

Committee has held five meetings to review the supply 

and demand position of PPE items in the country. 

 

 In view of stock surplus of PPE items, the Cabinet in its 

meetings held on 02-06-2020, 18-08-2020 decided to lift 

ban on export of PPE items except Tyvek Suits. 

Notifications to this effect were issued by MoC dated 

09-06-2020 and 25-08-2020 respectively.  

  

 Recently, the Cabinet in its meeting on 15-09-2020, 

allowed exports of Tyvek suits (the last PPE item under 

ban) and anti-malarial drug. The decision has been 

implemented vide SRO. 899 (I)/2020 dated 24-09-2020. 

 

6. Measures for Facilitating of E-Commerce 

 

Credit / Loan facility fox SMEs: 

 

State Bank of Pakistan permanently increased the regulatory 

limit on extension of credit to SMEs from 125 million rupees 

per SME to 180 million rupees per SME: 

 

 Borrowing limits for individuals have been increased for 

one year; 

 

 Banks and DFIs will defer the payment of principle on 

loans and advances by one year. 

 

 

 

 



23 

 Promotion of Digital Payments 

 

 All charges waived off on online funds transfer through 

online banking channels such as IBFT (Inter Bank Fund 

Transfer) and SBP’s real time gross settlement system for 

customers. 

 

 Import and Export Facilitation: 

 

 SBP announced relaxation in matching amount, extension in 

time period to meet performance requirement, extension in 

time period to ship goods, relaxation in conditions for long 

term financing facility, facility for exporters to directly 

dispatch the shipping documents and has increased limits on 

advance payments for imports. 

 

7. Taxation Relief: 

 

 Punjab Revenue Authority: 

 

 Rate of PSTS on Digital Platform Services was reduced for 

the last quarter of FY 2019-20 as a part of the COVID relief 

package. 

 

 Rate of PSTS on all IT-based and IT-enabled services 

(S. No. 22 of the Second Schedule to the Punjab Sales Tax on 

Services Act, 2012) has been reduced to 5% through the 

Finance Act, 2020. 

 

  Rate of PSTS on payments made through credit / debit card 

in the case of restaurants and beauty parlours has been 

reduced to 5% while the rate for cash payments will remain at 

16% to promote e-payments and documentation of economy. 

 

 Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa Revenue Authority  

 

 KPRA took a very bold initiative, and reduced the sales tax to 

only 2% on IT & Digital Services and Online Marketplaces 

while the ride hailing companies were already charged 2% 

sales tax which remained the same. 
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 Sindh Revenue Board: 
 

 Sindh Government announced tax-free budget for 2020-21 in 

view of the COVID-19 Pandemic. 
 

 No new levy/tax was introduced in the said Budget, 2020-21. 
 

 Existing relief packages/ measures were extended for another 

period of one year ending on 30.06.2020 which are as 

follows-  
 

 Reduced rate of 8% on the services of recruiting agents in 

relation to overseas employment. 
 

 Exemption of SST on health insurance services 
 

 Exemption of SST on the Services of stand-One Cable TV 

operators. 
 

 Besides, the services provided by Branchless Banking 

retailers in relation to the disbursement of financial 

assistance under PM’s Ehsas Cash emergency Program 

were also granted exemption from SST. 
 

 A While Government of Pakistan tried to facilitate its citizens 

by allowing e-Commerce sector and logistics companies to 

operate for delivery of essential goods, it made sure that they 

follow specific SoPs related to personal hygiene and health of 

their delivery staff, safe working conditions, maintaining 

social distance at workplace, minimum possible interaction, 

preference to digital payments, sanitization of delivery items, 

etc., in order to minimize the risk of transferring the virus. 
 

 Chambers have received funds from EDP for organizing 

Virtual exhibitions and delegations to various markets. 

 

 Rawalpindi Chamber organized a virtual event for African, 

market. Adviser to the Prime Minister on Commerce 

addressed the event online. 
 

 Webinars have been organized for the online payment 

facilitation in collaboration with SBP. 
 

 Three National E-Commerce Council Meetings have been 

held to review progress on all nine pillars of e-Commerce 

Policy. There is exponential growth in e-Commerce during 
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Covid-19. Ministry of Commerce has played a crucial role by 

developing SoPs (through active collaboration with the 

private sector). 
 

*Question No. 13 Senator Muhammad Usman Khan Kakar:  

  (Notice Received on 12/11/2020 at 3:50 PM) QID: 37613 
 

Will the Minister for Commerce be pleased to state the details of 

coal imported annually during the last ten years indicating names 

of countries, annual volume of quantity of coal and amount 

incurred there on? 
 

 Minister for Commerce: The details of coal imported annually 

during the last ten years indicating name of countries, annual volume of 

quantity of coal and amount incurred thereon at Annex-I. 
 

Annex-I. 
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Value in Million US$ 
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Value in Million US$ 
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Value in Million US$ 
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Value in Million US$ 

 
 

*Question No. 14 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed:  

  (Notice Received on 23/11/2020 at 11:00 AM) QID: 37622 

 

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special 

Initiatives be pleased to state: 
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 (a) whether it is a fact that the China Pakistan Economic 

Corridor (CPEC) Authority Ordinance has lapsed and the 

authority is functioning without any constitutional / legal 

cover, if so; 
 

 (b) the legal status of the administrative and financial functions / 

decisions undertaken so far by the Authority? 
 

 Mr. Asad Umar: (a) CPEC Authority Ordinance 2019 has lapsed 

on 31st May 2020. 
 

 The proposed Bill for promulgation of the CPEC Authority is 

under process in the National Assembly. 

 

 (b) All administrative and financial decisions relating to CPEC 

projects are being taken by the relevant Ministries / Departments in 

accordance with the Laws and Rules in vogue. 
 

*Question No. 17 Senator Nuzhat Sadiq:  

  (Notice Received on 14/12/2020 at 2:20 PM) QID: 37660 

 

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) whether it is a fact that State Bank of Pakistan is providing 

loans to the tune of Rs. 25 Million under the Kamyab Jawan 

Program to entrepreneurs from Information Technology and 

E-Commerce sectors, if so;  
 

 (b) the details of loans provided under the said scheme during the 

Covid-19 pandemic till now indicating also the details of 

firms along basic eligibility criteria of applicants for availing 

the said loans? 
 

 Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh: The information is being collected 

from quarter concerned and will be placed on the table of the House when 

it received from them. 

 
 

 ISLAMABAD, MOHAMMAD QASIM SAMAD KHAN, 

the 21st January, 2021 Secretary. 
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SENATE SECRETARIAT 

 

———— 

 
“UN-STARRED QUESTION AND ITS REPLY” 

 

For Friday, the 22nd January, 2021 

 

Question No. 1 Senator Samina Saeed:  

  (Notice Received on 29/10/2020 at 2:55 PM) QID: 37572 

 

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state 

whether it is a fact that the ATM facility is not available in 

National Bank Branch of village Sher Garh, Tehsil Oghi, District 

Mansehra, if not, the time by which ATM facility would be 

provided for the same? 

 

 Dr. Abdul Hafeez Sheikh: National Bank of Pakistan has 

informed that based upon feedback (due to electricity position, PTCL 

network issues, security & safety problem, cash feeding issues) from 

Regional Office Mansehra, installation of ATM at Sher Garh Tehsil is not 

viable at this point of time. 

 

 

 

 

  ISLAMABAD, MOHAMMAD QASIM SAMAD KHAN, 

the 21st January, 2021 Secretary. 
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