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(313th Session) 

 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

———— 
 
“QUESTIONS FOR ORAL ANSWERS AND THEIR REPLIES” 

 
to be asked at a sitting of the Senate to be held on 

 
Friday, the 16th July, 2021 

 

DEFERRED QUESTIONS 

 

[Questions Nos. 25 and 26 were deferred on 

28th May, 2021 (311th Session)] 

 

(Def.) *Question No. 25 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed: 

   (Notice Received on 15/04/2021 at 2:30 PM) QID: 37839 

 

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state 

whether it is a fact that Directorate General Intelligence and 

Investigation IR sent 846 investigation reports to field offices in 

first 9 months of current financial year (2020-2021) reflecting tax 

evasion tax evasion of 147 Billion therein, if so, the steps being 

taken by FBR to curtail tax evasion and steps taken against the tax 

evaders reported in the said reports?  

 

 Mr. Shaukat Fayyaz Ahmed Tarin: During the first three 

quarters of the current F/Y 2021, Directorate General (Intelligence & 

Investigation-IR), generated 846 Intelligence Reports through which an 

approximate amount of Rs.147 Billion has been indicated as evaded. 

These investigation reports have been sent to IRS Field Formations. These 

cases are at various stages of scrutiny/audit/adjudication as well as 

recovery of due taxes and surcharges. A summary of the actions taken so 

far by the Field Formations is as under:  

 

 Total Reports Received: 846 

 Cases Finalized: 228 

 Cases Under Process: 618 
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 Tax Imposed: 9084.78 (m) 

 Tax Recovered: 569.51 (m) 

 Tax Stayed/Statutory Period: 8515.27 (m) 
 

(Def.) *Question No. 26 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed: 

   (Notice Received on 15/04/2021 at 2:30 PM) QID: 37836 

 

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special 

Initiatives be pleased to state the percentage of people in Pakistan 

whose income and employment were affected from pandemic 

Covid-19, indicating also the most affected province in this 

regard? 
 

 Mr. Asad Umar: Pakistan Bureau of Statistics conducted ‘Special 

Survey for Evaluating Socio-Economic Impact of COVID-I9 on 

Wellbeing of People’. The survey shows that 27.31 million workers (49 % 

of Pakistan’s total working population) have been severely affected by the 

pandemic; 37% workers lost their jobs/could not find work while the 

incomes of 12% workers have declined. 
 

 Khyber Pakhtunkhwa was the most affected province, where 55% 

of the working population either lost their jobs or their incomes were 

decreased. 
 

*Question No. 38 Senator Nuzhat Sadiq:  

  (Notice Received on 10/06/2021 at 3:10 PM) QID: 37943 
 

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special 

Initiatives be pleased to refer to Senate Starred Question No. 28, 

replied on 3rd June, 2021 and to state whether Pakistan Bureau of 

Statistics has data for determining the difference between richest 

and the poorest in the country, if so, details thereof indicating also 

the present ratio of difference between the richest and poorest 

segments in the country? 
 

 Mr. Asad Umar: Consumption Quintiles an indicator to measure 

difference between rich and poor. 
 

 HIES is an internationally recognized survey conducted since 

1963. This survey collects data on Socio Economic indicators, specifically 

household income and consumption. The data of consumption is also used 

to calculate poverty ratio of Country. Quintiles are prepared on the basis 
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of consumption which is comparatively more reliable than income. 

Consumption quintiles are used to distinguish the population according to 

their welfare poorest households are grouped together into the 1st quintile, 

those with higher consumption into the 2nd quintile, and so on. Five 

quintiles rank the population from the poorest 20 percent to the richest 20 

percent. The main aim of quintile is to analyse how social and economic 

indicators change in relation to people’s welfare. The difference between 

average income & Consumption of the richest and poorest households by 

consumption quintile for the year 2013-14 and 2018-19 is presented in 

Annex-I. 
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*Question No. 39 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi:  

  (Notice Received on 11/06/2021 at 3:00 PM) QID: 37910 

 

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special 

Initiatives be pleased to state the total number of special economic 

zones throughout the country proposed under China Pakistan 

Economic Corridor (CPEC) and progress made so far in each 

case? 

 

 Mr. Asad Umar: Under cooperation of Industrial Development, 

nine (09) SEZs have been identified. 

 

 Out of 9 x CPEC Special Economic Zones, four (04) are at 

advance stage of development i.e. 

 

 Rashakai SEZ 

 Allama Iqbal Industrial City, Faisalabad 

 Bostan SEZ and 

 Dhabeji SEZ 

 

 Other SEZs included: 

 

 Model ICT SEZ, Islamabad 

 Pak Steel Mills SEZ, Karachi 

 Moqpandas SEZ, GB 

 Mirpur SEZ, AJK and 

 Mohmand Marble City, KP. 

 

 The Government has approved PC-ls worth over Rs. 16 billion for 

Gas and Electricity provision in the above four (04) SEZs which areas 

advanced stage of development. 

 

 Updated progress on the advanced stage four CPEC SEZs is as 

under:  

 

 Rashakai SEZ (1000 acres)  

 

 Sale of plots has commenced since January 2021 and the first 

plot measuring 20 acres has been allotted to a Chinese 

company M/s Century Steel. The company has planned to 

invest $360 million. 
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 10 MW electricity has been provided in October 2020 as short 

term arrangement and 50 MW to be provided by June 2022. 

 

 Gasification of the zone to be completed by December 2021. 

 

 Allama lqbal Industrial City, Faisalabad (2.800  Acres)  

 

 Sale of plots has commenced since January 2021. 

 

 So far, 585 acres of land has been allotted to 24 zone 

enterprises with planned investment of Rs. 136.7 billion, 

including FDI of $5.21 million. 

 

 5-10 MW electricity has been provided in December 2020 

and Construction of grid station in progress for provision of 

20 MW of electricity and the work will be completed by 

December 2021. 

 

 5 mmcfd gas has been provided as short-term arrangement in 

December 2020 

 

 Dhabeji SEZ (1,530 Acres)  

 

 Finalization of Developer is under process 
 

 5 MW electricity to be provided by December 2021 as 

temporary connection 
 

 Work in progress for provision of 13.5 MMCFD gas. 

 

Bostan SEZ (200 Acres)  

 

 5 MW electricity to be provided by December 2021 as 

temporary connection 
 

 Rs. 731 million approved by DDWP on 1st February 2021 

and has been allocated in PSDP 2021-22 for Gasification of 

the zone and 
 

 It will be completed in 18 months’ time from release of funds 

to SSGCL. 
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*Question No. 39-B Senator Walid Iqbal:  

  (Notice Received on 30/06/2021 at 1:55 PM) QID: 37998 

 

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue be pleased to state the 

details of the foreign exchange amount received in Pakistan 

through the recently launched Roshan Digital Account System? 

 

 Mr. Shaukat Fayyaz Ahmed Tarin: Total foreign exchange 

received in Pakistan through Roshan Digital Account (RDA) is 

USD 1.700 billion as of July 12, 2021. 

 

*Question No. 39-C Senator Mohsin Aziz:  

  (Notice Received on 01/07/2021 at 10:55 AM) QID: 38005 

 

Will the Minister for Finance and Revenue  be pleased to state 

whether there is any proposal under consideration of the 

Government to introduce polymer banknotes in the country, if so, 

details thereof and if not, reasons thereof?  

 

 Mr. Shaukat Fayyaz Ahmed Tarin: Currently, there are no 

proposals under consideration of the Federal Government to introduce 

polymer banknotes. 

 

 In terms of the Section 27 of the SBP Act 1956, the Federal 

Government approves the design, form and material of banknotes on 

recommendation of the SBP Board. The State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), as 

its role as the sole issuer of banknotes in the country is constantly 

evaluating new technologies, including polymer substrate, to improve the 

security of our banknotes. 

 

 Furthermore, State Bank of Pakistan intends to issue 

commemorative banknotes on the occasion of 75th anniversary of 

independence of Pakistan and the 75th anniversary of SBP’s founding. If 

approved by the Federal Government, these commemorative banknotes 

may be printed on polymer substrate. 

 

 

 ISLAMABAD, MOHAMMAD QASIM SAMAD KHAN, 

 the 15th July, 2021 Secretary. 
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(313th Session) 
 

SENATE SECRETARIAT 
 

———— 
 

“UN-STARRED QUESTIONS AND THEIR REPLIES” 

 

For Friday, the 16th July, 2021 

 

@Question No. 2 Senator Seemee Ezdi: 

    (Notice Received on 8/06/2021 at 3:58 PM) QID: 37938 
 

Will the Minister for Planning, Development and Special 

Initiatives be pleased to state the details of projects being launched 

by the incumbent Government under the Prime Minister’s vision to 

make Pakistan a welfare state on the pattern of Ryasat-e-Madina? 
 

 Mr. Asad Umar: Major thrust of public sector investment under 

the Federal PSDP after the 18th Amendment to the Constitution is on the 

funding of large scale strategic projects of national interest. These 

priorities are defined and determined by the National Economic Council 

(NEC) and other development Planning fora. The corner stone of the 

incumbent government's policy is to invest in under developed regions to 

bring them at par with other, relatively developed areas of the country; 

reduce poverty and empower the marginalized segments of the society. 
 

 The Government is committed to accelerate policies and programs 

that enhance social well-being of its people while ensuring that no one is 

left behind. Accordingly, the entire premise of Ehsaas Programme is 

structured around social welfare of the people of Pakistan, and creation of 

a welfare state. The program has restructured BISP - Kifalat Tahafuz 

launched the regionally tested National Poverty Graduation Initiative 

which is one of the largest COVID-Emergency cash transfer programs 

globally, featured by the World Economic Forum. Sehat Sahulat 

Program is another initiative that has been launched to relieve the most 

vulnerable populations of the catastrophic out-of-pocket expenditure on 

health covering 14 million families living below the poverty line. It is 

including universal coverage of health protection in all district of Gilgit 

Baltistan, Tharparkar and KM. The Kamyab Jawan Program. 

 

 
 @ The question Transferred from the Prime Minister’s Office. 
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 Specifically, on human capital development, creating income 

generation / employment opportunities for the 64 million youth of  

Pakistan through Hunarmand Jawan skills development, Youth 

Entrepreneurship Schemes (YES) and several other supporting initiatives. 
 

 Federal government also initiated special regional development 

and equalization packages for (i) Southern Balochistan (ii) Gilgit Baltistan 

(iii) 14+ Priority Districts of Sindh and (iv) allocations for Newly Merged 

Districts of KP under Ten Year. Accelerated Plan and ADP. The packages 

entail projects for eduction, health, social welfare, poverty alleviation and 

infrastructure development. Besides the list of major projects initiated is 

attached (Annex-I). 
 

Annex-I 
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Question No. 4 Senator Seemee Ezdi: 

(Notice Received on 8/06/2021 at 3:58 PM) QID: 37939 

 

 Will the Minister for Science and Technology be pleased to state: 

 

 (a) the steps taken and achievements made by the incumbent 

Government in promoting scientific education, technology 

and innovation in the country from 2019 till to date; and 

 

 (b) the names of the new projects started by the Ministry during 

the said period? 

 

 Syed Shibli Faraz: (a) The achievements made by the Ministry of 

Science and Technology in promoting scientific education, Technology 

and innovation in the country from 2019 till to date may be seen at 

Annex-A. 

 

 (b) The names of the new projects started by the Ministry during 

the said period may be seen at Annex-B. 

 

(Annexures have been placed on the Table of the House as well as Library) 

 

 

 

 ISLAMABAD, MOHAMMAD QASIM SAMAD KHAN, 

 the 15th July, 2021 Secretary. 
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