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SENATE SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL EDUCATION, PROFESSIONAL TRAINING,
MATIONAL HISTORY & LITERARY HERITAGE

| Senator Rahila Magsi, Chairperson of the Standing Committee on Federal Education,
Professional Training, National History & Literary Heritage have the honour to present a report on Bill
regarding “Dyslexia Special Measures Bill, 2020" introduced by Senator Samina Saeed on 6
January, 2020 in the House and referred to the Standing Committee for consideration and report.

o The following is the composition of the Committee,
1. Senator Rahila Magsi Chairperson
2. Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed Member
3. Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad Membear
4. Senator Molvi Faiz Muhammad Member
5. Senator Gul Bashra Member
6. Senator Najma Hameed Member
7. Senator Hilal-ur-Rehman fember
2. Senator Dr. Engr. Rukhsana Zuber] Member
9. Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi Member
10. Senator Dr. Sikandar Mandhro Member
11. Senator Prof. Or. Mehr Taj Roghani Member
12. Senator Manzoor Ahmed Kakar Member
13. Minister for Federal Education and Professional Training Ex-Officio Member

3 The Committee considered the Bill in its meeting held on 29‘hjanuar1_.r, 2020 at Committee

Room Mo.1, Parliament House, Islamabad. Meeting was attended by the following Members:-

1. Senafor Rahila Magsi Chairperson
2. Senator Mushahid Hussain Syed Member

3. Senator Engr. Rukhsana Zuberi Member

4. Senator Prof. Mehr Taj Roghani Member

5. Senator Samina Sased Maver

6. Senator Mir Kabeer Ahmed Muhammad Shahi Mower

7. Senator Muhammad Usman Khan Kakar Maower

8. Senator Muhammad Javed Abbasi Maver

4. The Committee had detailed discussion on the agenda Senator Samina Saeed. Senator Samina

gave the introduction of the Bill and said that it is for humanity. Talking over the point Senator Prof.
Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani and Engr. Rukhsana Zuberi shared that Dyslexia is not a disease or disability, it's
a difficulty. She further said that Dyslexic students face various problems and there are no facilities

available in schoals for such students. All Senators appreciated the bill. The Committee recommended
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3, Right of dvs!exu:,, etc. to education.- {1} ﬁ.i! ch;ldren with dyslexia or

assaciaiec disorder have a right to education to enable the full deve}opment of their

wuman potential, sense of dignity and self-worth; to devefcp their parsonality,
taients and creativity, mental and physical abilitles to their fullest natential; and o
enable their effective participation in an inclusive society.

(2} Mo child with dyslexia or associated disorder s_hafi'be excluded from
tae education system oh the bésis of it, and the Government shall ensure that all
persans with dyslexia. or aasociate-:i ‘disorder, emecialiy -glrls, have access to
education, without -:jis-:nrnmatmn and on an equal basis with others, at all fevals,

a4, Identification and screening test.- (1) The Government shall prescribe
srocedure for identifying children having dyslexia or associated disorder.

(2} It shali also ensure the dyslexla and associated disorder screening
—est of all the children at the thme of their admission in schoois.

5, Zpeciai educators.- (1) Every school shall have a staff of special educators
wha have the requisite gualifications and training to cater to the needs of students
with dyslexia or associated disorder.

{2} Teachers in all types of schools shall be fm'parted orientation and
relming to understand specific needs of children with dyslexia or associated
disneder,

G, Insteuctional services.- (1) All schools shall provide appropriate
wstructional services and other accommodations to the children identified having
avslexia or associated disorder.,

(2} They shall ensure that instructions to the children having dyslexia or
assouiated disurder are simple, clear, and complete.

(3] Once a child has been identified with dyslexia or associated disorder,
the child or parent shall be entitled to ‘ask for specific instructions far tiat child's
speciiic.needs,

Appointment of dyslexia therapists.- (1) The Government shall appoint
ciehi aumber of professional dyslexia therapists in every school having chilidren
Ideniified with dyslexia or associated disorder,

(2% It shall also ensure that training pregrams for such therapists are

\

concucted on regular basis and at least once in a calendar year.
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a. Bar on disciplinary measures.- No child shall be subjected to physical
punishment or mental harassment c:ur in any manner d!scrlmmated on the basis of
dysiexla or assomated dismcfer S :

9. Handbook.- All schools shall develop and maintain @ handbook for use if-
the schools for guidance of children, parents and teachers about dvsFex:a ahd'
associated disorders. '

1Q. . A_warenéﬁé programs.- (1) The Government: shall conduct, sponsor,
encourage, support or -promote awareness programs -f0 ensure. that rights
recognized In’ thrs Act are respected, protected and pmmﬁted

(2)  Such programs should aim at Enab!]ng I::r.ﬂ:h state and ciﬁﬁ sac‘fety to
recognize the capabilities of children with dyslexia or associated disorders; to
combat the stereotypes, prejudices and harmful practices which |rn;:+='de their active
participation in the field of education.

1 b Pc:wer to make rules.- “"hc Gavernmem may, by notification in the ofﬁmal'
Gazette make ruies for carrying out the purposes of this Act within one hundred
and twenty days.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The right to education has been internationally recognized as an
overarching right. It is a human right in itself and is indispensable for the exercise
of other human rights. A number of international iegal instruments protect the
fundamental human right to education. “Everyone has the right to education”
according to Article 26 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948). The
United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989) enshrines the right to
education as a right of the child (Articles 28-30) and specifically addresses
education of children with disabilities (Article 23).The Constitution of Pakistan, in its
Article 25A, has made binding on the State to provide free and compulsory
education to all children of age five to sixteen years.

Unfortunately, children suffering from dyslexia or associated disorders are
unable to fully benefit from the above international and national legal standards.
Dyslexia is & learning disorder that involves difficulty in reading due to probilems
identifying speech sounds and learning how they relate to letters and words, which
is known as decoding. It is the most common learning disorder in children but it has
not received adequate attention in developing countries such as Paklstan.
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Due to lack of awareness abnut dyslexaa in Paklstan, we have to rely on
iternational statisiics accnrcﬁlng to whlch 15 to Eﬂpc ‘of ch:idran in each class have
some form of learning difficulty. It is not a disease and ther&fﬁre has no cure, and
th support, proper instruction and hard w:}rk, many peapie wﬂ:h dyslexia are able
oo succeed academically and in their later lives. Eut most. of the Qarf‘ntﬁ of dyslexic
children are in denial, and educational institutes are not “‘dyslexia” friendly. Many
in Pakistan still think that a learning disability comes Lih'd“éi* the “mental iliness”
category and this adds to the. shame and Stlgma The scho-:bts in F’akistan do not
nave programs to help Chi!dren. with such Iearnir’ig ﬁiﬁabmttés arld teachers are not
generally trained to deal with the issue, if nat cﬂmpfetew ignorant of it. The few
srivate schools that offer special education: often t:harge_ extortionate prices which
aren't accessible to the general public. o ' |

It is, therefore, high time to change | tﬁe Eittitudﬂﬁwhif:h society has towards
those with learning d!ﬁmuit:m—. mc;udfng d'}rsiema We neeci to begm to understand
that there isn't one standard way of thinking ancl we neeci to ‘appreciate each

naivido al child's way of understan dmg and express!ng the world surmundmg them.
Cysiexic children need special mechanism to under‘stand 1aammg Identification of
chaldren with dyslexia, apprﬁpnate mstl UCtIOi’IaF 5&WEG$ tD themi lr':'-:tltuiltms for the
aerapy of such children and awarem—:—sa pregrams for public can he!p children
suffering from dyslexia or assaclated d;surders Thmugh th:s Eulr special measures

for education of the dysiexic children wai] be Ensured and surh chﬁdrﬁn will be able
to-get meaningful: educatmn as a fur‘rjamantal nght

The Bill has been désignéd.m .;':'EC.Ei?h’é:fh&-:«:a,ﬁ_..’.)FESé.Eﬁ'.':éi:E}jE.Ct.iVES-.

SEHATDR SAM!.N& S5AEED
MEMBER-IN-CHARGE



