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SENATE SECRETARIAT

REPORT ON "THE RIGHT TO FREE AND COMPULSORY EDUCATION (AMENDMENT)

BILL, 2022” INTRODUCED BY SENATOR FAWZIA ARSHAD IN THE SENATE ON 7t

FEBRUARY, 2022,

[, Senator Irfan-ul-Haq Siddiqui, Chairman Standing' Committee on Federal

Education, Professional Training, National Heritage and Culture, have the honour to present,

on behalf of the Committee, this report on the Bill titled ““The Right to Free and Compulsory

Education (Amendment) Bill, 2022" introduced by Senator Fawzia Arshad in the Senate on
7th February, 2022.
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3.

The composition of the Committee is as under:

Senator Irfan-ul-Haq Siddiqui Chairman
- Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani _ Member
Senator Ejaz Ahmad Chaudhary Member
Senator Fawzia Arshad ' Member/Mover
Senator Falak Naz - Member
Senator Jam Mahtab Hussain Dahar * Member
Senator Engr. Rukhsana Zuberi . Member
Senator Dr. Sikandar Mandhro Member
Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad Member
Senator Mushtaq Ahmad Khan Member
Senator Molvi Faiz Muhammad Member
Senator Ahmed Khan Member

Minister for Federal Education.& Professional Training  Ex-Officio Member

The Committee took up the Bill in its meetings held on 17t February, 2022

and ﬁnal consideration of the Bill was held in the meeting dated 15t March, 2022, attended

by the following:



L Senator Irfan-ul-Haq Siddiqui _ Chairman

IL Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani Member

IIL Senator Fawzia Arshad Member/Mover
IV. Senator Falak Naz Member
V. Senator Jam Mahtab Hussain Dahar Member
VL Senator Engr. Rukhsana Zuberi Member
VIL Senator Rana Magbool Ahmad Member
VIil. Senator Mushtaq Ahmad Khan Member
X - Senator Molvi Faiz Muhammad Member

4. * During the course.of discussions, the Committee deliberated upon the Bill in

detail and sought views of the Mover and representatives from the Ministry. The summary
of the proceedings of the meetings on the subject matter is provided below.

5. The Mover Senator Fawzia Arshad informed the Committee that the Bill seeks
to provide free education to disadvantage children in the Islamabad Capital Territory
through support of non-governmental organizations who otherwise are deprived of this
constitutional right due to their socio-economic conditions.

6. The Additional Secretary, Ministry of Federal Education and Professional
Training informéd the Committee that the Ministry“does not oppose the Bill in principle.

7. The Bill was then put for voting, whereas, all members present voted in favor

of the Bill. Subsequently, the Bill as laid in the Senate stands ed by the Committee, and

is placed at Annexure A.

ADNAN IBNE ASAD N UL HAQ SIDDIQUI
Secretary Committee Chairman Committee
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[TO BE INTRODUCED EN THE SENATE]
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further to amend the nght to Free and Compuisory Educa_tron Act 2012

WHEREAS It s expedlent further to amend th‘e nght to Free and
Compulsory”Eddcatlon Act, 2017 (XXIV of 2012} l’or the' plrposes” heremafter
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It is hereby enacted as follows - . ST

1.}_ _ Short title and commencement.-(l) Thls Act may be called the Rtght to
Free and Compulsory Educatlon (Amendment) Act 2022

v (2FIF shall»'come mtoxforce-atronce.- N B T VT PP e
2. ' Amefidmierit of section & AEt"XXIV ‘of 2012.°41h the Right"t5 Frée Sivd
lé‘&'ri‘wbulséry Education” Act, 2012 XXV of. 201 2, Ehe "eKisting "sétion 4 shalibe
feriumbered ‘as stb-section’ TLy°6F sectivii'a, dhe ‘therdaftar, 4 éectioﬁ 4 ameﬂde‘d

ag’ afores’ald “the followmg e subssections sh‘all bé added’ hamely O
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“(2) Without DFEJUdiCE to the nghts conferred on dlsadvantaged
children ‘Ghdet ‘other: provisions :of ‘this Kct 'or “any’ dther 1aw for thé fime
being in force, the Appropriate Government shall, either from its own

o feQUreas: -or. in -collghoration with other bodies, arrange venues and
othér- ancillary . -facllities‘ for free and compuisory education to the
disadvantaged children, In non-formal way, in each Union Council of the
Islamabad Capital Territory.

(3)  The Appropriate Government shall prescribe the timing of classes
and other ancillary matters in such manner that maximum number of
the disadvantaged children shall get benefit from it.

(4) No disadvantaged child, who is otherwise entitled under this
section, shall be discriminated or deprived from free and compulsory
education on any technica!l ground whatsoever.”



Right of every child to free and compulsory education is the fundamental
right enshrined in Article 25A of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan.
The State is under obligation to protect and ensure the right of every child to free

and compuisory education.

Unfortunately there are many disadvantaged children in the Islamabad
Capital Territory who cannot avail education In the formal way due to their weak
socio-economic conditions. These children rémain deprived from the constitutionally

guaranteed right.

In order to ensure free and compulsory éducation to the disadvantaged
children, it is necessary that special arrangement be made for them to get
education. Through this Blll, along with the existing mechanism, an informal way to
educate the disadvantaged children is suggested for which the government may
collaborate with non-governmental organizations, corporate bodies, international
organizations and Individuals. The Bill seeks to provide maximum flexibility to the
disadvantaged children in getting education, so that their constitutionally
guaranteed right is protected and upheld. -

The Bill has been deslgned to achieve __t'he aforesaid objectives.

SENATOR FAWZIA ARSHAD
- ‘Member=in-Charge





