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ﬁ.u'ther to amend the Pak]stan Penal Code

WHEREAS it is expedlent further o amend fhe Pak:lstan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860) -
for the purpose herema:&er appeanng, : . . -

It is hereby enacted as per follows -

- 1) Short title and commencement— (1) This Act may be called the Paklstag Penal Code
(Amendment) Act; 2022 - : S , ;

a

2) RE shall come mto force at once _ ’ _
A Subst:tutlon of section 462-0, Act XLV of 1860 —In the Palnstan Penal Code (Act |
XLV of 1860), for SthIOIl 462-0 the follomng shall- be subsntuted namelyu—

_ “462-0, Cog_mzance -——The offences. pumshable under this Chapter shall: be cogmzable _
- but:the. police-shall.not take cognizance-of. an- oﬂ’ence under this Chapter -except where
mformaﬁon of such. sffence s provided-to the pohce in writing. by a:duly authorized officer
(oot below Grade 18) of the Government or by an’ ofﬁeer of an’ eqmvalen% grade ofa .

' Dlstnbutlon Lxcense as the case may be . s
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* Resultaritly; the conviction rate of such offences is in fraction.

. STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS *
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. power Sector has been facing the’ situation whersby the

recoveries affected -by the distribution” companies (DISCOs) from the
-consumers “are insufficient and inadequate to. mest the cost of generated )
-glechricity.. As a vesult, the GoP has o provide subsidy, especially to those -
DISCOs ‘where : feakage, pliferage and ‘theft is rarhpant. Primarily,. this
phenomenon einanates from fragile . légal ~ and enforcement  structure..
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. 2 L " The:Criminal Procedure Code,- offences ar’é either cognizable by -
police (which mearis &rest can be made by policy without warrani), or by

:Court (Which mieans that a complained has o be filed.before the Tourt. which

tHen decides whether or notto allow the police to-investigate and.arrest). This*
‘améndment was made threugh- Criminal Law-(Amendment) Ordinance, 2013
_and then promulgated in 2014, . AR - _ p

_ 3.._ o “. The faw 'aé' it stood ihrop'gh the 2016 .Act has .an anomaly:
. “Whereas, through an amendment to-the Schedule of the Criminal Procedure

Code, the offences relating to eléctricity were made cagnizéble' by the police,
but Section 462-0 made thern cognizable by the Court alorie. Since the main

.. -act pievails over the schedules, -the Courts had held that direct FIRs to the
" .Police by the: DISCOs(i.e.; without first a complaint' to-the Gourl; whichis the
‘Session - Court in this case), were void, and arrests made’ by the’ Folice were

uniawiul..
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4. . Further, Power Division is of the. view that if the police are given.
unfettered powers to take cognizance, it would simply create another excuse for the.
. police to harass the consumers. There is, thus, an urgent-néed to rectify the present .

- situation that the Power Divislon finds itself in. Henge, the enclosed draft amendment
makes the offenca-cognizable by the police, bul- only-if the ‘information’ In writing is - -

provided by the-Police by & Grade 17 officer of the Goverament or the DISCO. . ~

e ales,

Minister fc¥ Energy.
{Power Division}
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