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' Subject:  REPORT OF THE STAN]_)I_NG‘,CQMMITTEE ON HUMAN RIGHTS.

I, Chairman of the Standmg Comnuttee on Human nghts, have the honour to present
this report on “The National Commission on the Rights of Child (Amendment) Bill, 2023” introduced
by Senator Prof, Dr. Mehr TaJ Roghani; in the Senate s1ttmg held on 3¢ Apnl 2023. The Bill, upon

mtroductlon was referred to the Standing Commu:tee for cons1derat10n and report.

2. . The composition of the Standing Committee is as follows:-
1.  Senator Walid Igbal o _ o Chairman
2. Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani ‘ Member
3. Senator Dr. Mohammad Humayun Mohamand  Member
4. Senator Seemee Ezdi ‘ » Member -
-5, Senator Syed Faisal Ali Subzwari ; Member
6. . " Senator Quratul Ain Marri S Member
7. . Senator Kamran Michael i Member
8. Sénator Mushahid Hussain Sayed ‘ Member
9. - Senator Abida Muhammad Azeem ' _ Member
10.  Senator Muhammad Tahir Bizinjo E . Member
11, Senator Irfanul Haq Siddiqui - ‘Member -
12.  Senator Falak Naz - : " Member |
13. Senator Syed WagarMehdi . ' Member -
14, Minister for Human Rights L o Ex—oﬁ' icio Member
n B0 The Standlng Committee on Human nghts considered the Bill i nits meetlng held

con:7® June, 2023, under the Cha1nnansh1p of Senator Walid Igbal. The followmg Honorable
- Senators were present at the tlme of cons1deration of the Bill:-

1. Senator Walid Igbal - " Chairman
2. Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani Member/Mover
» 3. Senator Dr. Mohammad Humayun Mohamand " Member
4.  Senator Seemee Ezdi _ - - Member
5.  Senator Abida Muhammad Azeerm - ‘  Member
' 6.  Senator Falak Naz , ) - ' ' Member
4.‘ ' Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr ‘Taj Roghani, Member-In-Charge of the Bill, bneﬂy

explamed that the purpose of constitution of a National Commission on the Rights of Child
- (hereinafter referred as ‘NCRC’) has been to preserve and protect the rights ,,of children in
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Pakistan. The heal of a chﬂd is the most important right, which should be taken care of at all

‘costs Through this Act, a Natronal Cornrmssron has been established, con51st1ng of members -

from all over Pakistan with experience’ m_ the field of children rights, but does not include a

medical doctor, with experience in the field of pediatrics. Hence, this amendment has been

brought to include a child specialist in the. current composition of this Commission. Senator Prof, .

Dr. Mehr. Taj Roghani, as the Mover of the bill, emphasiied the crucial role of irrcluding a |

pediatrician within the Commission,. underscoring " its necessity in addressing the specific

healthcare needs of chrldren and aIso shared some hands on experlences in this regard.

5. The Mlmstry of Human Rights did not support the B111 in its present form for the '

following reasons,-

i.  Amendment with regard to reducing number of NCRC members from six to

five by removmg seat of member FATA practically redundant due to the fact .

that that since the enactment of the.law no member from FATA has been
appointed since 25 Amendment to the Constitution had already been passed.

ii. Amendment with regard to reducing representation of women, from two fo

- one is not supported on the ground that such a reduction. would result in

dilution of women’s representation in the Commission and would g0 against
the spirit of the original law.

ili. Amendment with regard to inclusion of one. mernber havmg medical
background (specialized in pediatrics) with at least ten years’ experience in
the field of child richts is not supported due to following reasons:-

~a) - There is already no bar on a specialist in_pediatrics from being
made a member of the Commission. - o
D) In view of the limits already provided (provincial representation,

.women’s representation, minorities representatron) the selection of
- members would become complex.

c) A serving professional would not be willing to be appointed to a
full time job.

6. Ms. Ayesha Raza Farooq, Chairperson of the 'NCRC supported the spirit of

amendment with regard to inclusion of a pedzatnc1an in the composition of the Cormmssmn, -

. however, she informed the Committee that there are provrsmns in the National Commlssmn on .

' the Rights of C_hﬂd Act;2017, allowing appointment of experts and consultants to provide expert
input which ,ay relate to -variety of areas and subjects The said provisions can be ﬁtilized rather
than narrowing the scope to the mclusmn of pediatrician only. This posmon was also endorsed

- by the Secretary, Mlmstry of Human nghts

7. The C,ommittee ahd‘t‘he Member-in-Charge of the Bill took note of clause (3) of
section 14 of the National Commission on the Rights of ‘Child Act,2017, which provi‘des that
“The Commission may appoint cbnsultaﬁts, researchers, experfs, advisers, oﬁicérjs, and other
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-with the conténtions submitted by the Chan'person NCRC and Secretary Muustry of Human I.
Rights with Iegard 10 already avaﬂable enabhng prowsmn for’ appomtments of experts and
consultants in the law. Accordmgly, the Committee whlle agreemg with the need to include
specialists in the comp051t10n of COHIIIIISSIOH on case to case basis mcludmg but not limiting to
_pediatricians, psychlatnst, psychologlsts educanomsts and such other experts as may be deemed
appropriate for the betterment of a child, dlrected the NCRC: and the Mlmstry of Human Rights
- to suitably amend the Rules notified in pursuance of section 22 of the National Commission on
the Rights of Child Act,2017, to ﬁrovide’ for ‘niandatory appointments of experts as consultants in

various fields dealing with the chlld health and other nghts as soon as practicable, but not later :
than one hundred and twenty days

oo © Accordingly, the Comnnttee recommends that “The National Comn:ussmn on the
Rights' of Child (Amendment) Blll 2023”, as introduced in the Senate may not be passed by the
- Senate. (Copy of Bill as introduced in the Senate i is annexed as “A™),

Ra _ (SENATOR wafID IQBAL) o
1.S/Secretary Committee s - Chairman Standing Committee on Human Rights-
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Sntex - A,

‘ _ INTRODUCED ON. 03 04.2023,
[ASs INTRODUCED IN THE SENATE]Y
A
BILL

further to amend, the Natfonal Commtss:on on the nghts
: of Child Act, 2017

WHEREAS it is expedient further to-amend the National Commission on
the Rights of Chl]d Act, 2017 (XXXII of 2017) for the purposes hereinafter
appearing;

It is hereby en.acted as follows:-

1. Short title and commericement. - (1) This Act may be called the

.National Commission on the Rights of Chi id (Amendment) Act, 2023,

(2) It shall come into force at onge.

o Amendment of Section 3, Act XXXII of 2017.- In the National

Commission on the Rights of Child Act, 2017 (XXXII of 2817), in section 3, in
sub-section {2), in the table, in the corresponding entry at serial no. (h), for
the expression m the second column, the following shall he- substituted,
namely: - -

“five members, one from each Province and the Islamabad Capital

~ Tetritory, out of which one member shall be from women, one from
minerities and one from medical profession with specialization in
pediatrics, all having experience of not ess than ten years of work -
in the field of child rlghts,”

STATEMENT OF OBJIECTS AND REASONS

The purpose of constitution of & National Co.m;misstoh on the Rights of
Child has been to preserve and protect the rights of children in Pakistan. The
health of a child is the most important right, which should be taken care of at

~all costs, Through this Act, a National Commission has been established,

consisted of members from all over Pakistan with experience in the field of
children rights, but does not include-a medical doctor, with experience in the

~ field of pediatrics. Hence, this amendment has been brought to include a ch:!d

specialist in the current compossflon of this. Commission.

2. This Bill is aimed to achieve the above-sald objective.

. SENATOR.PROF. DR. MEHR TAJ ROGHANI
MEMBER-IN-CHARGE



