[AS PASSED BY THE SENATE]

A
BILL
further to amend the Fleciions Aci, 2017

VWHEREAS, it is expedient further to amend the Elections Act, 2017 (XXXIll of 201 7) in

the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearing;
It is hereby enacted-as follc:)ws:-

1. Short title and’ c;@mmengeme ~ (1) This Act shall be called;;the 'E:_lec‘:tions
(Amendment) Act, 2024. 4
(2) It shall come into force at once and shall be deemed to have taken effect from
the commencement of the Eleciions (Second Amendment) Act, 2023(XLIV of
2023). |

2. Amendment of seciion 140, Act XXX of 2017.- In the Elections Act, 2017(XXX1H

of 2017), in section 140,-

{A) in sub-section (2),-
() inclause (a), after the word “is”, the words “or has been”; shall be
inserted;
(i) in clause (b),-
(a) after the expression “government”, the words “a person who is or
has been”, shall be inserted; and
(b) after the word “or”, the words “a person who is or has been”, shall
be inserted.

(B) for sub-section(3), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“(3) In case of appointment of a sitting Judge as the Election Tribunal, the

Commission shall consult with the Chief Justice of the High Court concerned.”




STATEMETINT OF ORJECT AND BEASONS

Ebr the purpose of election to National Assembly, the Senate, the Provinciat
Assemblies and the local governments, about elgha, laws were in force prior to the yea“'
2017. Al pohtmal pasiies with collective m.;d*m had delibsrated various IssuS:
reguiring address in respect of slections and with consensus the law was enacied as the
Eiections Act, 2017 CLUXKIH of 2017) repealing the earlicr jaws. Section 140 of the
Flections Act, 2017 (TG of 2017) provided for Constitution of Election Tribunals

. Comprising, in the case of an election to &n Assembly or the Senate, a parson who is or
'hes been a Judge of a High Couzt and in the case of an election i a loce] governmens,
aDkstmct and Sessions Judge or an Additional Disirict and Sessions Judge. In the year
" 2023, through the Elections (Amendment) Act, 2023 (XLIV of 202:), ar amendraent

" was made in the said section 140 to make only the serving Judge of a High Court 3

member of the Elestion Tribunal in Tespe ot of cases of au election 1o an Assembly or
“veifie .:enate. But the fact of work load of High Couris in. vendmg litigation was
overlooked which work load in heavy pendency of cases still e‘{m‘s and i is very
difficult for the serving Judges of the High Courts {0 spare requirsd time for swift
adjudication of election petitions. As such, it is appropriaie to rastore the original
provision of the =aid sestion 140 so 25 ziso fo make retived Judges of High Courts
gligitle for appoinfment as member of the Election Tribunal for -heering of election
‘petiiions in respect of election to the National Assembly, the Sengte and Frovinsial
Asserablies. Similarly, for consisiency it is desirable io make vesired Disitict and
Sessions Judges and retired Additional Distict and Sessions Judges cligible for
appointment as member of the Election Tribunal for hearing of election petitions in

respect of election to & local government.

2. T’ne Bill haa been desigied to achieve the aforesaid objsctive.

o L/D
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Federal Minister for Pat hamentary Affairs

*t



