'i‘>2/

oy

[AS PASSED BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

.\. . : - . ) . A
Bill
to give eﬂect to the Conventzon on abolishing the requzremem‘ of Zegalzzatzon Jor the foreign

. .
publzc documents '

WHEREAS it is expedient to give effect to the Convention on abolishing the
reqmrement of legahzatlon for the fore1gn pubhc documents and for matters connected
'therewn:h ' '

It is hereby enacted as follows -~

. 1{.. Short tltle, extent apphcatlon and commencement (1) This Act shall be
- called the Apostille Act,2024. .
' (2) It shall extend to the whole of Paklstan
(3) It shall apply 10 forelgn pubhc documents and-other. pubhc documents as: spemﬁed.

from tlme to time in the ofﬁc1al Gazette by the Federal Govemment

et

(4) It shall come 1nto force at once.
2. ~Deﬁn1tmns. ( 1-), In this Aet, unless the context or subject otheriise Tequires,-

(a _'_'certiﬁcatimi“ .means ceftification . that authenticates’ the origin of the

_ documents and not the contents;
. (b) "con'lpetent authority" means the division to which business of this Act stands
“allocated or- any other authority declared by the Federal Government to be a

competent authority required under the Convent1on

(c) "Convenuon or "Apostille Convent1on- means the Hague Convention -

Abohshmg the requlrement of legahzatlon for foreign public documents, done



at the Hague on.the 5th day of October 196'1, the english text of which is set

out in the First Schedule and includes any ratified protocols;

(d) "Convention State" means a state party to the Convention other than Pakistan,

. but does not 1nclude -

"("1') any state party thatmbj ected to Pahstans accession to the Conventlon

and

(11) ‘ any state party whose accessmn to the Convention Paklstan objected
“; o ‘s ‘_.'_,',5;. :,,‘ .‘,5’ _‘i\-...-/.__;,.,“.! po ;,.”...’ i‘r .
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(e) "model certlﬁcate" or "apost111e certlﬁcate" means the model certlﬁcate set;

out in the Annexure to the Convention. _ . .
3. Conferment of certification.-(1) Not\mthstandmg anythlng to the contrary
contdinied in any ‘othet 14w, the: pigvisions Of: e CoRveHtion $hall Kave #is-Force of law in

, . - .
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(2) The Federal Government may, by notlﬁcauon m the ofﬁc1a1 Gagette amend the

7,. e

Schedule in conformlty w1th any amendmen‘ts mad : d .adopted 1n the Convent1on prov1ded‘

that such amendments shall be adopted and ratlﬁed by the Government of Paklstan .

1. [T SRt

4. Fees.- The competent authority may," by notlﬁcatton in the ofﬁc1al Gazette
determme fées iii relation to the i issuargce: oﬁ apostllle,cegtlﬁcates from tifré to; t1 '
©5. " 'Power .ot to* fecogniize certamdpcuments in ’:.l"ﬁl{i"stzan.; The ‘application of
those foreign documents shall be ineffective, whlchfallmthmthe‘amblt '6f Apbstille Convention

but are again.%ifth@ glosx..g.fz Islam-and national intexe@s;t;séé.sovenei:gnty and-integrity of Pakistan.

N A Overrldmg :effect The prov181ons of ﬂllS Act shall have- effect notw1thstand1ng

A Indemmty NGO suit, prosecutlon oF oth’e legal proceedmgs shall'lie agalnst any

person for arything Whicki 1§, done or 1ntended 1 He done in'good faith'i 1n pursuance of this Act.

8. Power to make rules.- The Federal Government may, by notiﬁcation in the

official Gazette, make rules for carrying_out the: purposes of this Act.
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THE SCHEDULENO. I

(See sécti‘ous‘ 2 and 3)

Article 1
1. The. present Convention stiall apply to public documents which tiave been executed in the
territory of one Contracting State and which have to be produced in the territory of
~ - another Contracting State. o |
2. For the purposes of the present Convention,

documents:

the following are deemed 1o be public

a) documents emanating from an authority or an official connected with the eourts
or tribunals of the State, including those emanating from a- public prosecutor, 2
clerk of a court or a process-server ("hiuissier de justice”); '

b) adfn_iqi_strati've docurments;
¢) notarial acts;
d) official certificates which ‘are placed on- documents signé:d-by persons in their

such as official certificates recording the registration of a

‘private * capacity,
date and official and

document, or. the fact that it was in existence on a certain
‘notatial aithentications of signatures.
3. However, the present Convention shall not apply:
a) to doéuinents executed by dipibmét_ic or consular agents;
b) to ‘ddininjstrative documents dealing directly with commercial or customs
, operations. : -
_ Article 2
'Each' Contracting State shall .exempt from legalisation documents to which the présent
Convention applies and which have to ‘be produced in its territory. For the purposés of the
present Converition, legalisation means only the formality by which the diploniatic or comsular
“agents of the country in which the document has to be produced certify the authenticity of the
signature, the capacity ‘in which the . person signing the document has acted and, where
appropriaté, the identity of the seal or-stamp which it bears. '

Article 3

1. The only formality that may. be required in order to certify the authenticity of the
signature, the capacity in which the person signing the document has acted and, where
appropriate, the identity of the seal or stamp which it bears, is the addition of. the
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: Artule 4

cerlificate des y'
| C . _ .
it ribed in Article 4, issued by the competent authority of the Stte fron7 o
, 1e document emanates. ‘ |
oweve ‘
e thr tlhe forxmllty mentioned in the fpxecc.dm;,. paragraph ¢
-l ie aws, regulations, or practice in force in the State wher
ed or an agreement bétsveen'two: or more Contracting States

si
implified it, or exempt the document: nself trom legalisation.

annot be required when
¢ the document is
have abolished or

o

e 3 shall be placed: o the’

+ 1....The, certificate 1eferred to in the first para;,raph of Amcl
f the model azmexed to ‘the

document ttselt or on an "allon;,e it shall sbeiin; the:form,o

pleseut Conveutron CE i hra st paiismingl o
. -1t may, ?however,‘b,e drawn up in the afﬁcxal 1anguage of; th@ aut

The standard terms appeahng therem sy benin. 8 seeond lan
"APOSUUC (COH,\’bnthll dela Haye du 5 October 1961)" shall be in the Fre

i,

3T
whrch ‘fdsues it.

1guag e"also “The title
rrch language

Artrcle 5

o
- [T SYE NG TEE $3.

1. The certrﬁcate shialF be 1ssued at thefreque& e rson who his signied the doeumert
...."..',. AL IL..I.:} st

_or of any bearer.
When propetly filled in, it will certify the authenticityof. the, signature, the capaclty in
which the person signing the document has acted and, where approprfate the 1dentrty of
. theseal or stamp which the document bears.
3. The i guatux ¢, 'seal and stamp o the. certxﬁcate are

.
t. .- R
h ey

exempt from all certrﬁcatlon

r ofﬁmal functron, the
i ‘the first paragraph of

Article 6,

1, Edch Contracting’ State shall de51gnate by reference to thel
authorities who are competent to 1ssue the cex’nﬁcate referred to

Article 3.

It shall give notice...of, such
- Nethetlands-at. the ume it deposrts’

declaration of extensron It shall* also

mlstry of Forergn ‘Affairs of the
ratlﬁcatlon or of accessron or its

-givé " notive: ofiany. change in, the designated

desrgnanon to the M
s mstrument“of

N

authorities. g g
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Article7 .. -
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ce w1th A';tiéle 6 shall Leep a: reglster or card

l Each of' the authérities designated-in accordan .
yiiich’ m shall rec0rdrthe ‘certificates; rssued speclfymg AL

.\:‘ it h,

e a) the number and date of the ce fieate

)pubhcrdeeumen; and thqucapamty m wh;ch
the name of the authorxty

,':lg.’

b) the name of the person mgmng ithe
he has acted, or inthe case of unsrgned decuments,

‘ whrch has afﬁxed the seal or stamp

vist . T
fracr CamScanner




verify whether. the pari - .
verify whether the particulars in the certificate correspond with tho

~—
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2". Atu 2 e Ao - ’ . o » ' | . ' |
e request of any intarested petson, {he authority which has issued the. ceruﬁcale_shall
se in the register or ¢4f

index.

‘Article 8

When a trealy, convention or'agtc.emexxt.bclwe“en'-twb or more C(jﬁi"racting States ';G?I}ta:;'lz
4 . . . o _ co e o f : , th

provisions which-subject the certification of a signature, seal-or stamp 10 6°f tam‘ {_brma.l-mes

present Convention will only override such:provisions if those formalities ar¢ more

the formality referred to in Articles Jand 4.

Article 9 ' | S

ceof legalisations

necessary steps:to prevent the petforman '
ion provides for

Rach Contracting State shall take the
s in cases where the present’ Convent

by its Qipl'omatic or conisular agen
exemption.

14

ented at the Ninth Session .
reland, Liechtensiein and

Article 10
‘the States repres

~The present Convention shall be open-for signature DY .
\ i aw-and Jceland, I

of the Hague Conference on Private International Law’
. Tuskey.  # .

Tt shall pe ratified, and the instruments of rati
Foreign Affairs of the Netherlands. .- '
Article 11

' ‘a,ﬁg_r .ﬂle. deposit of the

third instrument. of ratification referred to in the second paragraph of Article 10.
2. The Convention shall enter into force for each signatory State which ratiﬁes'subseqtlently
on:the sixtieth day afterthe deposit of its iristrument of ratification. -

1. The present Convention shall enter info force oh,t_h“e_ sixtieth day:

" Article 12
1. Any State not feferred to in Article 10-may accede to the present Convention after'it has
entered into-foree in accordance ‘with theﬁrst,paragrapﬁ of Article 11: The instrument of
~ aceession shall Abevdeposited with the Ministry-of Forsign Affairs of the Netherlands.
9. Such accession shall have effect only as regards the relations between the acceding State
- -and those Contracting States which have not raised an objectior to its accession in the six
. months after the receip! of the notification referred to in sub-paragraph d)-of Article 15.
Any _such objection shall be notified lo the Ministry of Foreign ‘Affairs of the
. Netherlands. : , :

~5=

‘rigorous than

fication shall be deposited with the Ministry of |
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""" he States which B

3 Fhe c -
have 01Wenugn shiall eriter iiito force as: between the yeceding’ btdtc and.d
¢ raised no objection to its accession on thie sixtied day afier. the expxry
of six months memroned in the preccdm;, paragraph.

Article 13

of the perlod

1 Any Stite may;:at the time of signature, ratification of accession, declare that the present

..' Cdtivention: shall extend to Al the terrxlorles for the mtemauonal relatio
yesponsible; ordo. one or mote of them Such a' declaratron shg
entry into force of the ‘Conyention for the'S_tate" gingernidsiz.

Al any time thereafter, such e‘(tenslons shdll e

Affairs of the Netherlands. R

3. .When 1he declarauon of extensxen is made by a State whreh lias’si

ne

Convemlon shall enter into, force for the terrrtortes conce
1, Whet thie' declaratron of & ade by a State which has acceded, the

Convention shall enter into iorce for'the terrrlorles conce
12, )

L

!\)

Artrcle 14 ' .

1 “The presem Conventron shail remain.in force for five years from the date of its enuy into

force in accordance ‘with*the irst paragraph of Artrcle 11; even for States whrch hdve

~ raified itor acceded to it subsequently
9.+ [f thidte thasbeen e, denuncratron, the Conventron shall be renewed taoxtly GVCY y ﬁve

yeats. R i s
3. Any denunciation shall be neuﬁed to the Mrmstry “off l"orergn Affaus of the Neth'erlaﬁ'ds

at least siX months before the end of the five year perrod
o b Jtmay be limited to certain of the territories to whrch the Conventlon apph

ﬁed 1t The

5. he denuncratron will; qnly ave effeet as regards the State whrch has nott
T . force the other Cor;tractlng States sty
""""ﬂw‘ RIS * 3, e od i
Article 15 PR it e i

The Ministry of Forexgn Affarrs of the Neﬂrerlands shau grvelnotrce fol'the: States referred to in

IR ey

Arlxcle 10 and to the States which iave ¢ acceded in accerdance with "Atiiole'12, efithe following:

e

Do, a) th e:ng 1ﬁcatrons referred ton, the second paragraph of Arncle 6;
o sf oo b the srgnatures and: ratrfrcatlons referred to m Artlole:-IO
) the date ‘on whié ihef-pre‘eent%,G o
SR the ﬁrst pa‘:graphofAr"' gl - , ’ _
R . d), the aecessrons and bj 'enons referred to m‘ Artlcle 12 and’ the. _date on whrch
ST ~sueh acgessions take eff
e) the extensrons referred {o-in Artrele 13 and ghe date on whrch they take effect;
f) the denuucranons referred to in the thlrd paragraph of Artlcle 14 ,

sl g
ev b

ns of Wthh it is -
h’\ll take effect on the date of

-nouﬁed to the Mmlstry of F orelgn '

gned rand ratrﬁed “the a
d in accordance wrth Arucle :

med mv_a;_:egrd,ance wrth Artrcle :
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tHEscuspuLENON /.0

MODEL AOSTILLE CRRTIRICATE T —
\ .
| APOSTILLE | |
e (Convention.de La Iaye du S octobre 1961)
K Couutry: : T :

) ‘Thiis public docurent
Le Présentacte public

has been signed by

|2 étésipné par

-~ acting in the capacity of

agissant en qualité de
: .
bears the seal / stamp of
estrevétu du sceau / fimbre de -
: . Certified
v Attests
1 - . -
'; At _ : the -
1 a - S | le
1 . Bj’
par,
P " No | ) - o - _
K |- sousno ' B ' S - o
" Seal/ stamp: o SR Signatare: | :
Sceau / timbre ; : Signature :
This Apoéthle,ouly certifies the authenticity of the signature and the capacity of the person who |
. has signed the public docum_en.t, and, where appropriate, the identity of the seal or stamp which
d the public document bears. ‘
e -~ This Apostille does not certify the content of the document Tor which it was issued.
5 [This Apostille is not valid for use anywhere within [inser! the name of the State of issuance,
f. incl where possible-and relevant, the territories to which the Apostille Convention has been
B + extended].] - : ‘ ' ‘
il :
fis : .. . . ]
34 {To verify the issuance of this. Apostille, see [insert the URI, of the e-Register]]
f('.’
r-,'r..

e
)
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' [[ID SCHLDULI& NO. 11
(,OMPIJ‘LNT AU 1 [[OR! T IL.S IOR CERTIFYING -
N ‘Pf\i;ls TAN PUBLIC DOCUME INTS |
Documcnts th.li aufhority m ¥

\ Authoniv e
Ministry of Foreign Afairs and any olhcr Public documents shall be subject o the
authority approved.by the Federal - - .. salisfaction of the Gompetent. Authorlty
~ Government : through admmxsu’atwe mstrucUons 1ssued
_ ' from ‘ume to llme

7'.
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; acmg it Wﬂh & smcle formalx.ty, ﬁms mgmﬁoanﬂy

e ﬁdrpbses of the A?@Sm‘f e

1

-2, The Oramance has beem deszed to achleve the aforesazd obj ecnyes

11 SRV

e f Iy .-".x’.:i'. : ',:: ;l .-':g:'.’\, ‘:t, E TELI-
(SENATOR MOHAMMABISHAQ DAR)

"hls Ordmance seeks to smaphfy ’che auﬂn.enﬁcauon pr@gess @f pubhc'

docmnants to be used afbmaa By “ab’oirslﬁnw the: fradiﬁonal and ,cumbersome-

<t .




