” [AS PASSED BY THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY]

A
Bill

to provide for constitution and regulation of the
Joint Maritime Information Organization

WHEREAS it is expedient to constitute a Joint Maritime Information
Drganization o synergize efforts of all orgarizations and agencies, information
sharing for Maritime Security and to provide for matters connected therewith or
ancillary thereto;

it is hereby enacted as follows:-

1. Short title, extent, application and commencement.-(1) This Act
may be called the Joint Maritime Information QOrganization Act, 2018.

(2) It extends to the whole of Pakistan.

(3) It shall apply to all Ministries, Divisions, Departments and Agencies
related to maritime sector including the faw enforcement agercies at sea
specified in Schedule-1 o this Act.

(4) It shalt come info force at once.

2. Definitions.- (1) In this Acl, unless there is anything repugnant in
the subject or context,-

(@ “JMIO” means the Joint Maritime Information Organization
established under section &;

(by “UMICC" means the Joint Maritime Information and
Coordination Centre, esiablished under clause (a) of
sub-section (2) of section §;

(¢} “Maritime Interests of Pakistan” includes rights, control,
jurisdiction and sovereignty over Mariime Zones and the
sovereign rights of Pakistan to explore, exploit, conserve,
manage the living and non-living resources and other acfiivities
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(d)

(€)

(f)

(9)

(h)

(i)

for economic exploitation, exploration and to s:afeguafd the
unauthorized exploitation of resources of Pakistan seas, sub-*
soit and prevention therete from damage through pollution or

any other means;

“‘Maritime Zones”™ means the Territorial Sea, the Contiguous
Zone, Continental Shelf and Exclusive Economic Zone of
Pakistan as defined in the Territorial Waters and Maritime
Zones Act, 1976 (ILXXXII of 1976), or any other zone or area
declared as such by the Federal Government and includes the
internal waters;

“Maritime Domain Awareness” means the effective
understanding of anything associated with the maritime
domain that could impact the security, safety, economy or
environmeant of the country;

“Concernad Agencies” means those agencies, departments,
Ministries which ars specified in Schedule-|;

“Director” means the officer in command of JMICC appointed
under sub-section {2) of section 3; |

“prescribed” means prescribed by the rules made undér this
Act; and - '

“rules” means rules macde under this Act.

(2)  All words and axpressions used but not defined in this Act shall,
unless the context otherwise requires, have the same meanings as assigned by
lPakistan Navy Ordinance, 1361 XXXV of 1961). |

3. Constitution of Organization.-(1) The Federal Government.may by
notification in the cfficial gazette, constitute a Joint Maritime [nformation
Organization (JMIO).

(2) The JMIO shall consist of a Director to be appointed by the Naval
Headquarters from amongst the officers of Pakistan Navy and such other officers
and members of the staff for smooth functioning of the organization as may be

prescribed.
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' (3) The head of Concerned Agency shall be authorized to appoint,

* depute or attach officers inciuding civilian officers and other membars of the staff

to JMICC. Duties to be performed by these officers or staff may be determined by
the Director.

(4) fhe JMIO shall be manned by officers and staff of Pakistan Navy
and representatives of Concerned Agencies on deputation or attachment from
the respective Concerned Agency.

4. Control, superintendence, command and administration of
JMIO.- Subject to overall control and superintendence of the Federal
Government, the command and administration of JMIO shall vest in JMICC, and
shall be exercised by the Director as its chief executive in accordance with the
provisions of this Act and the rules made thereunder.

5. Powers and functions of JMIO.- (1) All Concerned Agencies as
specified in Schedule—I to this Act shall be responsible to share information with
JMICC on terrorism, subversive and criminal activities which include hurman
trafficking, illegal arms transportaticn, smuggling of contraband goods, drug
trafficking, unauthorized exploitation of marine resources, and marine
environmental degradation and illegal fishing. JMICC shall be responsibie to
coordinate and disseminate actionable information with the Concernad Agency {o
generate immediate and effective response.

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the provisions of sub-section
(1), the functions of JMIO shall be to-

(@) -establish JMICC at Pakistan Navy Ship QASIM at Karachi
under the auspices of Pakistan Navy;

(b} manage and maintain the expeditious flow of information
relating to incidents of maritime terrorism, piracy, distress at
sea, environmental protection, illegal fishing and any other
illegal activity within Pakistan's maritime jurisdiction:

(c) coliect, collate and analyze the information received from any
of the Concerned Agencies or organization including other
relevant information, if any, relating to individuals and
transnational organized criminal groups intend committing
legal activities along the coastal areas including act of
terrorism against ships within Maritime Zones including ports
and harbours;
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(d) prepare statistics and reports on the basis of the information -
gathered and analyzed under clause {c), and to disseminate
them {o the Concerned Agencies or organizations, as far as

~ possible;

{e) provide an appropriate alert, whenever possible, to the
Concerned Agencigs if there is a reasonable ground to believe
that a threat of incidents of illegal act along the coastal areas
including act of terrorism against ships within Maritime Zones
including poris and harbour is imminent;

(f)  coordinate and share availabie information on shipping and on
criminal groups and individuals with regional and international
Maritime Information Sharing Organizations and Centers for
Maritime Domain Awareness;

{(g) prepare non-classified statistics and reports based on
information gathered and analyzed under clause (c) and to
disseminate them to the shipping community and International
Maritime Organizations;

(h)  perform such other functions as may be agreed upon by the
Concerned Agencies with a view to preventing illegal acts
within Pakistan’s maritime jurisdiction; and

(i) perform such other functions as may be assigned fo it by the
Federal Government, from time to time, to protect maritime
interests of Pakistan.

(3) In performance of its functions, the JMIO shall respect the
confidentiality of information provided by any Concerned Agency and shall not
release or disseminate such information unless the consent of that Agefncy is
taken in advance.

6. Application of certain laws.-(1) Subject to the provisicn of this Act,
every officer and member of the staff shall, whether appointed through initial
recruitment or otherwise, unless he is already so subject, be subject to the
[Pakistan Navy Ordinance, 1961 (XXXV of 1961). :
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(2)  Notwithstanding anything contained in sub section (1), a civil servant
transferred to the JMIO on deputation or a person subject {o the Pakistan Army
Act, 1952 (XXXIX of 1952), or the Pakistan Air Force Act, 1953 (XXXV of 1953),
on secondment of the JMIO, not otherwise subject to this Act, shall be so subject
to this Act and the Pakistan Navy Ordinance, 1961 (XXXV of 1961), io the extent
and under such conditions as the Federal Government may direct, provided that

such civil servant and that other person shall be subject to the said Ordinance
when he—

(@)  seduces or attempts to seduce any person subject {o this Act
from his duty or allegiance to the Government;

(b) commits any offence in relation to any work of defence,
arsenal, naval, miiitary, air force or JMIO’s establishment or
station;

(c)  commits any offence under the Official Secrets Act, 1923 {(XIX
of 1923) in relation to the affairs of the JMIQ; or

(d) commit any offence punishable under any law for the time
being in force on the establishment, station or property of the
JMIO or in relation thereof.

7. Indemnity.- No suit, prosecution or other legal proceedings shall lie
against any person for anything which is in good faith done or intended to be
done under this Act or any rules or regulations made thereunder.

8. Power to make rules.- The Director may, With the approval of
Federal Government, make rules consistent with this Act for carrying out the
purpose of this Act.

9. Qath of anegi\ance.- Ameml;enofi private sector shall, as soon as
possible after appointment or enrolment to the JMIO, make and subscribe before

his Director or any other officer appointed by the Director on his behalf, an oath
in the form set out in Schedule-il to-this Act

10.  Power to amend Schedule.— The Ministry of Defence may, by
notification in the Official Gazette, amend Schedule-! {o this Act.




_ SCHEDULE-N
- [See section 9]

L, do solemnly swear that | shall bear frue faith and
allegiance to Pakistan;

That as an officer or member of the staff of Joint Maritime Information
Organization, | shall discharge my duties and perform my functions faithfully and
honestly, to the best of my ability and in accordance with the Constitution and the
laws of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, without fear, favour, affection or ill-will.

That | shall not allow my personal interest to influence my official conduct
or my official decisions.

May Allah Almighty help and guide me (Ameen).

Date:




Statement of Objects and Reasons

Pakistan Navy conceived Joint Maritime Information Organization
(JMIO) concept in 2012 to establish a formal mechanism for effeciive
exchange of Maritime related information between all stakeholders.
Consequently, a Joint Maritime Information Coordination Centre (JMICC)
was eslablished under the auspices of Pakistan Navy at PNS Qasim,
Karachi on 07 February, 2,413
2. Maritime  security has assumed significant  importance In
contemporary global environment. Major threats emanating at sea inciude
piracy, transnational criminal activities. iilegal fishing, smuggling, human
and drug frafficking. gun running, etc. These threats can assume
asymmetric proportions for the state. Early detection and timely warning to
various agencies responsible for maritime security will enable coordinated,
immediate, and effective response to emerging situations. Majority of the
marlime  stales have already restructured their maritime  security
organizations under a similar concept.

3 JMIO will act as a nerve centre for collecting, fusing, and
disseminating information related to maritime domain to all stakeholders.
Since the concept involves a number of stakeholders/agencies, which had
peculiar command structure and organizations, therefore, a Bill passed by

Parliament in considered imperative to achieve seamiess integration of all
the organizations.

Engineer Khurram Dastgir Khan
Minister for Defence



