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e SENATE, SECRETARL&T

" Subject: - REPORT OF THE: SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON
~ INTERIOR ON THE CRIMINAYL LAWS (AMENDMENT) BILL.

2024

I, Senator Faisal Saleem Rahman, Chairman, Senate Standing Committee

on Interior, have the honour topresent a report of the Commlttee on aBill “The National

' Forensm Agency Bill, 2024, ntrodul,ed by Senator Moh sin Raza Nagw, in the- Senate ‘

_? 1tt1n2 held on 17th October, 2024.

2. The composition of the Committee is given as under:-

1. Senator Faisal Saleem Rahman

.

Senator Irfan-ul-Haq Siddiqui
Senator Shahadat Awan
Senator Naseema. Ehsan

Senator Saiﬁﬂlah Abro

~ Senator Urmer Faroogq

Senator,PalwasharMﬁham.mad Zai Khan

3

4

5 .

6. Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri
7

8

9

Senator Jam Saifullah Khan |
10. Senater Mir Dostain Khan Domki

. 1i. Minister for Interior

Chairman
Member
Member
Memb er
Member
Member
Metnb er

- Member

Memiber

‘ Member

»Ex-O‘_fﬁcio Member

3. : The-Committee considered the bill in its meeting held ‘on 7t November,

2024, with following in attendance:-

1. | Senator Faisal Saleem Rahman Chairman -
. 2. | Senator Shahadat Awan Member
3. . | Senator Palwashe Muhammad Zai Khan Member
4. | Senator Jam Saifullah Khan - Member
5. | Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri Mover/ Mer_rtb.er
6. | Senator Mohsin Aziz Mover/Special Invitee |
7. | Senator Afnan Ullah Khan Mover/Special Invitee
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4. - In the absence of mover Senator Mohsin Raza Nagvi, thebill was presented

by Ministry of Interior. The representatives explained that previously, the agency

has been functioning as a project since 2002, thus the b111 aims to regularlse its
status. The bill further contains:

». Establishment of agency
* Functions and responsibilities
* Board of governors
¢ Meetings.of the board
. & Powers and functions
» Appointment of officers
» Powersof DG
* Accounts and audit

5. Senator Shahadat Awan, lauding the ministry for the bill, pointed that the

biil lacks the proper definition of expert. He noted that Punjab and Sindh have
. already added the definition of expert. Responding to this, Secretary of Ministry of
Interior explained that the said definitions were added in the initial draft of the
bill, which were later removed on the suggestions of law department.

rd

“ 6. After detailed discussion, the Bill was put to the vote of Comm1ttee which

was passed unanimously. The Committee recomrnended that the Senate may pass
-the Bill ‘without any amendment " The~ Committeé also gave approval “of

, presentatlon of Report of Committee to the. House Hence, this Report is presented
to the House. -

( RIDA QAZI)
D.G. / Secretary




[FO-BE INTRODUCED IN THE SE_NATE]
A
BILL.

to pro uzde for es'tabhshment of a National F “orensics Agency

W BEREAS, it is ucpedlent to establish a National Foren31cs Agency to conduct
examination of forensics materials and 1ender opinion {o the courts, tmbunals authorltles

- or any other entity and to assist in civil, criminal, corporate and for the pubhc matlers
. and the matters anciBlary thereto; o |

/ Itis hefeby enacted as follows; -
1. - Short titlé, extent and commencement - (D) Thxs Act shall be called the
-National Forensms Agency Act, 2024

(2) This Act.shall extend to the whole of Pakistan.

(3)  This Act shall come into force at once. o

2. . Definitions. —(1) In thxs Act unless there is anythﬁg Tepugnant in the

7 nubjecf or context,- -

- ': {a) “Agency“ means the Nauonal Forensics Agcncy estabhsht d under
section 3 of this Act;

(b) “alnmni” means the alumni of, infer alia, s.c;ience,utechnology,
' engineering, -mathematics . (STEI\{I)" Careers -Progfam, Higher
Education. C‘Gmmission‘ of Pgldstan or any other STEM program of
any.univetsity of Pakistan who is & citizen of Pakistan;

(c) “;n'ﬁﬁ(:iﬁl’ intelligence” or “AI” means the use of intelli ;ent and
smatt, Icuhnologlea tp create a system that deplcts humans gr human

';yst ras using machines;
- {d) "Bo-urd" means the Board of Governors of the Agency constituted

under. section 6 _oi.thxs Act;

o
[

(e) “mnvcuﬁbnal forensics” conventional forensics refers to tladmonal
methods and practlces used in the Investigation of crimes or incidents.
It includes pathology, anlhropology, ‘DNA  analysis, toxicology,
nar’coti-.cs,' {ingerprints, serology, 'ballistics explosives, odontology,

' entomomc , document exammatlon and crime scene investigation,
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ele.; ' ‘ - .
() “counsultanl” an alumni, expert or company o a.relevant field who

N b (e 1] : o iflac ’
ar which nay be hired for a specific period-of time on a specified fee

determined by lhc Board;

(g) “deep fake” means an audio, video, plcuue or any other form of
fabricated digital media usm;o Al deep Jeauung algorlihms to -
impersonate or malign any rcal or 1maglmry person,

(h) "Director Gczleral” or “DG" means the Dtrector General of the
Agency; = _

(i) “digital forensics” ai'sc')'known.as computer forensics, a brénch of
that focuses on the investigation. and analysis of digital devxces and .
electmmo data to gather evidencé for legal purposes. Its branches'
mclude - ¢oniputer -forensics, robile device’ -forensics, " nietwork
fqr_ensi_cs, =memro':y forensics, digital “forensics: "imag'ing, database

. forensics and cloud forensics, etc.; '

() . "employee" means an officer, official, expert or such otherperson appomfed

. on recrular basis in the Agency;

&) '--ffore;zsn_gs-. services" means:to.render expert-'opiniqn_,wiﬂi regards to.
forensics .cases referred, to the Agencj by a court, tribunal or an 3
authority;,.. -, . -

ROE "fdrﬁz_lsj_c-s material". .means a document, materia!,- equipment; . -
impression, sample or any other. object . connected w1th the

- commigsion of an offence, 2 -civil cause,.an inquity or any other -
proceedings:., | |

(m) “Governmeni” means the Federal Government;

() “projest” an identified and approved project of the agency;- .

(oj '_',px4escf§b.ed" means prescribed by rules and regulations made under
this, Aet; . S

() “rules”mean rules made under this act; and

(@) “reguiations" weans reguiations made under this Act.
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(25 Wordsor expressmns used but ﬁof defined -under this Act shﬁli have the .
same meaning as aséigned thereto in the Pakistan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860), the

o Code of Criminal Procvdme 1808 (Act V of 1898), the Qanun—:.—Shahadal 1984 (P.O.

- - No. 10 of 1984) and thé Prevention of Electronic Crimes Act, 2016 (XL of 20 l6): -

N Esfabhsi'm‘,nt of the Agency' (1) On commencement of this Act, there -
‘ stands estabhshed an. agenr‘y to be called the National Forensics Agency, which shall be

' . 1ndependent in the pcrfonnance of its functlons The Agency shall be a body corporate
with financial and admu‘latratwe autonorny and havmg p{*rpntual success on and a |
common seal Wlth powel -subject to the prov151ons of this Act t6 enter into contracts

acquire and hold property,‘ both movable and immovable, and to sue and be gued in its
.. name: '

e Provided ‘that, ﬂle Agency established under this SL.b—sedtion'- shaii pe at the

emstmg xac1hty of The ‘\Iatxonal Forensics Agency O\IFA) w1th addmonal infrastructure.

(2) The headquatters of the Agency shall be at Islamabdd and the Agengy

% .may, ﬁom time m timg; est'mhsh other ofﬁces at such places as it deems approy

priaté.
| '{3)_ The Ager*cp, shall consist of ‘a Dlre(,tor General Dlrectors Addifionéi

N D1rectors Deputy Directors, A551stant Ditectors and suc.,h other omcers and employees

asmay be prescribed: S 'l
Provided that till. such time. the ‘regular Directot Genereil is' appginted in
ccorda.lce with the prowswns of .this Act, the Pm]ect Dn‘ector of NFA project shall

" EXercise t‘w po vms and I‘CJODS of the D*rector Genera1

Tyt
4

e 4, Functions and respons:blhhes of the Agency ( 1) The followmg shall |

be the functlons and responsxblhtlas of the Agency namely - ;
. o (a) - expand its mfrastructure and human resource to establish a research
. ) T - dep artment other forensws departments and a state-of-the-art digital
R o F@r»n.ﬂcs department to assist in matter of national security and

work as a cenire of excellence for the country and one window

' resources center
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(b)

@.

be center

.‘_[1— i . ) '

act as a central coordmatmc agency being a supreme agency

providing - intimate conventional, digital forensics services in

prescribed manners to Government departments as well as pnvate

sector at Federal and provincial level including Azad J ammu and

- Kashmir (AJK) and Gilgit-Baltistan (GB) and all forensics agencies -

and. Iaboratoues in country including the law enforcement agencres

of -excellence for conventional,

digital forensics,
emplcyrng cutting-

develop indigenous solutions;

PIepare, . update and approve - standard operating proceaures in

accordance with thrs Act, International Orgamzatron for

_ Standardrzatron (ISOY: and world best practices for. sharing to all

©

o

®)

(h)

G) -~

Bovernment departments and forensic laboratories to follow -the

- samg to malntam the integrity of conventmnal -digital forensws

matenal

collect breserve ana handle conventronal digital forensics materials
as and when requrred from crime  scene;

threugh notified experts conduct exammatron

render expert
o_plmon,

appear in a court as such expert, with regard to

conventronal d101ta1 forensms matenals referred to the Agency by a

-court tnbunal authorlty Or an any other entlty in a prescnbed :

m 3.1’11161'

levy and collect sueh- fees ‘in Tespect of any of is functions at such
rates as. may be prescubed

mamtam record and database of conventrona] digital forensms

materral or data received and analyzed by the Agency;

' 1mage video, vo1ce enhancement to maximize the output while

rnamtammcr the integrity of actual digital medra as per international
best. practlces

procure, operate and maintain scientific instrunents for examination

edge Al tools and a new research ‘center to-

e
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of convemlonal digital forensics matérial;
7 . (k) accredltau on and certification of public and pnvalc, convumo:ml
digital forensics laboratories, facilitics and experts in Pakistan as

S deemed appropriate by the governmient;

()  re-examination of conventional, digital .fgbrensl*cs reports shared by -

' any Eedefai, provi.n'cial, local or internationat agency;

(m) perform. r'e;seamh o identify sp_eci_aliized piojecis related (o
conventional - and digital forensics, " artificial - intelfigencie ew
technologies that are of national importance- and alumni -or experl.
consultants frora STEM fields shali be i‘ucd for ﬁm% projects;

(n)  condudt gap analysis of the country with ccﬁtemiqo'raljy Syé'tcllls used.
innedern world in terms of conventional; d-i‘g?ita_l*-,fofensifés, Al new-
technelogies and give recominendatfion to bridge this gap;

(o) . traihing of jUdiciaI and law ofﬁcér's. with '3"' atest trerids in
bonventxonal digital Forensws and. recomnend apptopuate taws to

the.government; . L e .

(p) - to.wark as.a member of a committee ‘that d’faﬁs and. t’fnalize

BRI % S

- mtematwnal agreernents related to c,onventl.onal dxgtfal fomnsxc5'

i} (@  coordinate and collaborate with prov1pc1&l govamment dep artments,
public.-and prlvate sector institutions, mtematloml organizations,
umversmes research institutes and convpntlonal d‘gltal forensics
Iauor e fm research and training prc;granlS' , l

{r) coordmate and oversee: collaboratmn ‘between pubho ’and private

institutes,. orgamzatlons, universities and . conventlonal digital

forensws iabs from within the country and abxoad
(s) perform refer I‘d.l and consultative. role whenever 1eque§ted by
plOVIIlCl‘]l governments or by courts of law or any other entity; -
(3] perf'orm such other fuuctlcns as the Govemment may assign to the
Ag,er'c,y in mrthcrance of thc ai ms and ObJECiIVBS of the Agency.

(2) The teport and opinion of the Agency shall be an adIT'lSSlb[e evidence in
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courts and tribuaals for the pt'u"p'dsé's. of section 510 of the Code of Criminal Pr(qc'edur"?‘,
1898.(Act V of 1898) and Articles 59 and 164 of the Qanoon-c-Shahadat, 1984 (P.O.
No. 10 of 1934). '

5. Superintendence of the Agency— The general directions and

superintendence ofthe Agency shall vest in the Board under this Act

6.

Board of Governors.— 'lhere shall be a Bo’ardlvof Governors _of the
Age*xcy which shall: comprise~"" ¢ o

: { Membership ) | Status - . :
'-lt.,-_(l) \ @) T
\ 1. \ Secretary of the division to which| Chairperson
. business of the Agency stands allocated o
L \ “2.- | Inspector General of Police, Islamabad Member-
| ‘quxtal Teritory or- i’ ‘h:s absence his|
niominge not below an ofﬁcer of BPSJ?'O
\ , ‘or equivalent
3.- | National Coordinator” of National - Member

Counter Terrorism Authotity (INACTA)
or in his absencc his nominec not below
"an officer of BPS-20 or equivalent. .
" | 4. | Director--General. of - ‘National Police Member
T ,Bureau (NPB) or in his abserice his. R
. .- | hominée not’ be oW an ofﬁcer of BPS—20
: \ or eqmvalent

5. Director General of the Agency

Ag
Uy

Member-cum-
Secretary i T

7. Meetings of -ﬂié Board ' 49! The: Chairperson ‘may convene meetings ‘6f‘_
the Board at such time and p

lace as he conmders necessary for the efficient perfomance'
of the functlons of the Board., '

(2)‘ At any meetmg of the Board the quorum shall be three members.

{3y Al 1ssues '1r1.,1ng at any - ‘neetmc of the Bo'ard shall be decided by the

majority of votes of the members present and \ronno

v —— b
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() Subjectio the pmvmxl:nm of this Act, the Char'person may give directions.

regarding llu. pmcgdum !0 lu, miowm at or i connection Wuh any:'-rr_xeetmg- of tn_e

bmld

S. 1’0“ ers and funchous of the Boqrd (D) The powers and, funcnon:. of the

B o d shall mc:udc—

I
i

(a) lay down procedares for conduct of the .b.usiness- of the Board, ~
- commiliges, bodies or working groups cous&tuted by the Board to. assist
Ty d1schalcr'= ofits’ me_tions,
."‘(b').‘ "'."3\"ersee"ﬁx'nctio'ninc activities of the Agency': .
(6}  approve guide elines to be followed by the Agency for vef*am'J of jocal
-and international agteements that 1e1ate to conventxonal digital
SN -fownsncs ‘ _
S (d) appreve zuidelines for the Director Genérai and. Directozs to iéke
cog 7di1ce of cases related to conventi onal and digital fi Iorensn,u, :

e) ap rove. euahzed rojects, 1esource° required’ f01 consultants
(e)  approve, proj eq

cunsultaucv fee, etc.;

I

'_(Q ‘-}-<_:.,13ea.t_l_‘<_u_1T "bolzshnxent re—dﬂsmnauon and up-giadatm.; or down-'.

-, o
T

qraditioa of any post provided the expenditure i is 'net from within

- e o

the alloc:aied budget of the Agency;

nen Toazyy.

63} | to neaappronnate ‘inds from one head: of account 10 gnother head of
acuount and to, sanctlon expenditure on .any . item uom within the
~'1‘Iouar d budget; . _

() 1111100 Appeintment of human resource on initial appointment,

_ eoul& coatract, deputation or on attachment- bas1s in prescribed

I'L'i’d[lflel'

, ® to. n,commend absorption of officers posted in Ageney on

attachment, deputauon or on contract basis agamst regular. approved;

posts in prescribed manner:
()  te conduct.its business in a preseribed manner; and

(k)  to approve the annual budeet pre ared by the Agencv.
{ PP get prep y gency
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submuted at a mecting of the Board-within three mon‘x‘ns after the end of the ﬁnancxal vear
to which the accounts relate.

S @) There shall be an executive cornmittee of the Board which shall consist.of-
(a‘s Socre:ary of the division to which’ business of the Agenc.y stands
By ‘allocated; ' | |
(b)‘ any member of the Board appomtcd by the Chalrpm son; and o
‘('9:"' Director General -of. t’c‘e Agenc;, o; in his “absence’ his- nommee not'
. below an officer of BES-—Z-O*or‘.eqmvalent.
(4

urgsnt matiers: All decisions of the executive c;ommiitee_ shall be placed before the Board
i ft‘i_ie; next meeting fdr its approval. | )

{ (5) © the Board : 0By cons’ututu .commiftees for performing functions of the
Aoe‘nuy under th1s Act..

JOR
9.

e

. The Board. shall conduct and hold it§ meetings in & prescribed manner.

'prmm.ment,nf the, Dxrct,tor Gﬂneral (l) Tht.rc shall be.a Director General
of 1h9 Agency. who. shall within SiK, rnonths of ‘he commencement of this Act be appointed

by *.the ane Mmlstcr m suc‘m ‘manner. and on such terms and condmens as may be
pre.scnbed by 1u1e3'

\ PIOVIdEd that no pﬁrson shaﬁ be appomted as such unless he is oniy cmzen of

Palqstan

'i'.. | (2)

Tili such tme. the re,gular Du:ﬂc.tm Generai s appomted in accor dam.e with’

fmbasectmn (L) the Pmne Mlmster may deswnate an ofﬁcet not beiow the ranlc of BPS-

20 6 cquwalem io act as- DlrectOt Geneml in accc)rdans,e vntb the provxswns of ihl':.»
ACt.T‘f‘

(3) The Prime Minister may, after rotice and inquiry in tbe prescrtbed manner,

remove the Director General on the groun

inability to perform functions.

The annual report and f\uuounts of thb Agenc y for cvery findncial year shail e

The. executive committee shall ‘exercise all the powers of the Board in

nd-of mc,fflclency, ‘misconduct, corrupiion” or S

(4

a

',C&J:.S‘_c:am
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ne. Duector \Jellt},lc-l ma,!, by writing undcl du.-. nand addreased to the
/ ane Minister thlouoh the dmsxon concerned, tender

- hold office upon acceplance of his reswnaﬂon'

(4) T
his res1gnanou and shall cease to

‘Provided that where the Prime Minister does not ‘accept the reslgr'atlon wuhm

thlrty days it shall be deemed that the resignation stands accepted. .

10.  Appointment of officers, staff, etc. by the Agency.— The Agency may

* appoint employees ‘consuitants and such other persons in the manner and on the terms

and conditlons as may-be preqcnbpd by. re,g,u‘atlons

-11. -~ Employees to bc public servants.— The D1recto1 General -employees and

; such other persons appointed under thlS Act, when acting or purporting to act in

pulsuance of any of the provisions of thls Act shall be deemed toibe pub{ic'»servants
W

ithin the meaning of section 21 :0f the Paklstan Penal Code (Act XLV of 1860).

i 2. Powers of. the Dlrecmr General— (1) The. Birector- Geiexal as the chlef
exec utwe of the Agency

:shall exercise admmletratwe as well as financial powers with
reoatds to t]we i‘unctlcnmg uf the Agpncv, under this Act,

(2) The Di; ecor, General. ?hall ensure that the Agency performs its acflvztlcs and.

"ﬁmcuons In, accmdance with the provzsmns of thls Act, as well as the rules and
~ v'regulanops made thereunder

(?) I4 particulat and wﬂhou’c prejumce to generahty
the powers of the Direstor Geueral

of the foregOing powers,
shallinclude— '

. (a) .actmg as a prmc1pa1 accountmg ofﬁr‘er of’ the Agency
(b) i_ pro'pdc“)qmg, rccommendmg and prcsenung_budget “ esfcimétéé 'c;f ‘the
N Agency to thu Board '
S )

| -sancuorung all expenditure prov

ided for in the approved budget as
- may be: prescrlbed | | “

G c'onstit;ltifig"‘
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(e) excrcising and performing such other powers and functloqs as may
; be deemed connected with or ancillary 1o works and activities of the .
Agency under this Act. ' . .

o {8 - Undl the executive committee is- duly constituted, the Dirgétor Gcngral
L, subject 1o such directions as (he _Gq{_r.e,mment may give from time to time, exercise
and performn the futictions of the executive committee. | _
()  The empleyees of fhe Agency sﬁall have such powers and perform such
[unctions as may be assigned to them by the Director General: l.

13. Estabiis.lgzppnt_of;Agcn

¢y fand.— (1) There shall be a fund of the Ag’eincy‘
which shall 5e 116n71ap§gb1e_ fund vest

ing in the Agency to be known as the NFA Fund,
Tl}c:,-Fugd shali consist of- . : B R
SF .. (@) grants made by the Government;

o ) fundsprovided by ﬂ}e,.Fedép-al and provincial government;

() loans and grants frc;_rn,the national or in_ferr;ational agé_ncieé received
> by the Government to finance the functions of the Agency;
(d) . gl}g;gé;s and fees _qgllécte_d fdxj-s’erylc_:cs_ p_li'QV-id?;(i 0{' fr(;m such 39urcés
o as may be appfévgd by the Board, ‘ '
z: - e) . ih_é_omé from inveétménts and

depo_sits a;;‘, approved by .t'he ’Boa'rd and
in accordance wi_.th‘r,ul.'es;' " i _
(®income from the sl of moveble drfinfnoable property; "
® donations gnd eﬁdgwmér}t% B '

aHl other sums reeeived by the-Agency i tieu of sérvice;

and -
(i) proceeds from any -other._ sepvice rgpdefcgi by the_: Agency, incluging
i.nsp;icﬁ.on services (_-fdrgigqgr iqcal), pfdjects or income;fmm sale of
sy pbleaton; | T |
(2} All sums received in lieu of services provided by the Agﬁnqy- shall -rb?f"
Qtedifed to i\_IFA Fund.

(3) The Director General may uiilize the NFA Fund for expenditure in
accordance with the regulations of the A_gency_.

(4) The NFA Fund shall be kept in one :o_r mote accounts maintained_b_y‘. the

@ CAmScanne
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AEC“C)’ in local or forelgn currency in- any. scheduled bank in Paiqstan and shall be -
- operated in accordan&:e W[th ‘teguldtions of the Agency.

14. Rc—cxammqtlon of forensic material.- Aggrieved person or a department

may seek the Pl'Ovmon of 1e-exammat10n of conventional, digital forensics: material
against a report submitted in an investigation through a court or tribunal in a prescribed
manner. |
K . IS;' Bar to- dCthl’l and mdemmty (1) No acncn taken under this Act shall
be called in’ que.:txon inany court or otherw1se except in the manner provided:i in this Act.
(2) No.civil orcr iminal ploceedmgs shall be instituted a_gamlst any person for -

anything done in good faith or purpoﬁcd to have been done under this Act.

(3) No suit, prosecution- or other legal proceedingr shall lie against the
Govemmult or any Provmc:al Govemment or: local authorlty or auy other. person
exercising any power or perfonmng any func‘tton under this Act or for anything which
1s done in good faith or: purportmg or intended to be done under this Act or any mles
made thereunder. T o _ V

' 16 Accounts and audlit. — (D Subject to _> Articles 169 and 170 of the‘ '
Cdnstitutibn the Ageéncy’ sha[i'prepare its budget with respect to each financial year,
and shall maintain compiete and accurate books of accounts of their actual expenses
- income, payments receipts, assets and habllltles etc. ‘
_ (2) The annual .accounts: of . the Agency shall be audited by the Auditor
General of Pakistan, in telms of Artlczes 169 and 170 of the Constitution and if required
- by a, reoutable firm of ehartexed a.ccountantb within the meaning of Cbartered
- Accoumants Ordmance 1901 (X of 1961), appointed by the Board.

R T “Annual -report.- (1) The Agency shall submit its annwal report to the

" Prime Minister through Lhe dxvxslon concemed before the 315t day of September of each

financial year. |

(2) The Minister (,onccmed shall, within thé period of one month of the receipt
of the annual repoit, tay the same in the National Assembly and the Senate.
(3) The Dm,ctm General shall bU.blTlll the following reporis lu the Board

nameay:— -
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(@) periodical reports, refurns, statements and statistics as may bn required
. by the Government o the Board; .
(b) annual report on different research and operational actwlt[es _
(o) information and reports required by the Government on any specific
(  point: .
(d) copiesof documents required by the Government; or
(e)

any other mformatzon or data required by the Government

Power to-make rules.- The Government may, by notification in the

external malters of the Agency.

Power t0 make regulations.-

The Agency may; w1th approval of the

ification in the official Gazette, make regulatlons for its-internal

matters not inconsistent Wlth the. provisionsi 'f‘tlrus Act and the rules

.20:  Delegation of powers The‘AgerAlcy may,

by general or special order and
=.Subject to such conditions ¢ as 1t m

ay deein approprlate In writing, delegate all or any of
#tg now/ers and functlons to the Director General or any other Off:ICGI‘ of the,Agency_
under this Act. ' ‘
21, - Exemption from taxes.- N

otw1thstand1ng anythmg contained in any other
law for the time being in force, owing fo

the strategic nature. and role of the Agency, the
Govcmmem may for a period not exceeding

g ﬁve years exempt the Agency from payment of
income generated or collected durmg the: course of its. functlons and
actwmes under this Act, The Government shall take all necess ry. admnustratwe measures
.and.pass all requisite orders, instructions or- notlﬁcatlons,

22.  Authorities

federal faxes -on its

to give euect t0. such exemptions.

to aid the Agency All executwe dulhormes of ‘the
l‘ederatlon and in the provmces shall render- such a351stance fo, the A
reqwred for the exercise or. D

thiS ACL.;

gency - as may be
erformance of the Agency s actmtles and ﬁmctmns unde1

- 23.  Issuance of policy directives.- (1) The Govemment may, as and when

deemed necessary, issue policy directives to the Agency. -
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(2) The Boa;a ‘shall take all necessary steps to ensure that the activities and
W‘Jl’kS Ofthe Agency, to the extent practicable, are carried out in accordance with the
| policy directives 1ssued b 'the Government. E 7
24, Re[atlonslup with other laws.- Save as provided in this section the
~ provisions of this Act-shall be i in addition to and not in derogation of any other law for-
the time being in force.
| '25.  Traunsfer and savings.- 7(1) On commencement of this Act,-
- (é)’ all acts ﬁ'onc,’ acﬁo‘ns taken, 'obli_'gations-and liabilities i..ncurred, rights
| aud'as"set:s acquired, persons :ippbinted or authorized, jurisdictions or
" powers fcon-féi-ré:d, 'ehddwmeﬁts! bequests, ﬁi_n&S‘ or trusts Created, -
- doriafions or grants made, ordéfs issued and rules or regulations made
5y‘c>’f5i=n felation to the Agency, before the commenicement of this
- Act; shall be deemed to have- been dbne taken, incurred, acquired,
o ‘3appotnted confc1red created made or isshed with r\,spuct to the

’ Boalzd or the Agency, respectwely, under.this Act;

(b)_ -all= funds, properties, rights and mterests etc. issued “used, enjoyed,
possaqsed owned or. vested in the Natlonal Forensics Science

Agency (NF SA) PJ:OJBCt and its Transformatlon to National Forensic

: Agency..(NFA) Project shail_ -1mmed1ately., stand |transferred to the
Agéncy established under this Act;
(é) ~all ‘p'éi"s'c}ns. in éefi}ice. of the NPA Project sfxal-l imme‘diafely stand

transférred “fo' the Agency -established under |this Act without

é'ntitl_ement to any additional Gomperisation or benefit in lieu thereof:
- P'rc'avide‘ﬂ "{'hat'-—
(i) lhe petsons so transferred shall have the optlon to exen:ise a

_,nonJevocabie one-time option wmthm sixty days of the

'commencement of this Act elther to| retain the terms and

"condltlons of thelr service emstmg immediately before
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commencement of this Act ar opt for the new tenms and

o e

conditions as shall be admissible o the emiployees of the A
- Agency on commencement of this Act which shall not be less '

favourable than their former terms and conditions of service;

T - (i) the persons on deputation, attachment or secondmenl ete. 1o

the NFA Project shali on exercising the option under sub-

clause (i) may continue with their emstmg status  of

@

" appdintment - on thelr existing terms ‘and conditions of service

in the Agency or. may opt for absorption with conséent of their

lending organization as employee of the Agency on new terms

and conditions of service or opt for repatriation ta'their parent -

- organization;

i (i) whete f10 option is exercised under sub

~clause (i) or subﬁclaﬁ_se
. - (i1}, .it shall

be deemed that the persons - have .opted for
' absorption in the; :Agency on the new terms and conditions of

their service in-case.of the persons Lnder sub—clause (i)-at their

o own. consent and in case of the per sons under sub-clause (11),

thh consent of their lendmg orgamz-atlon; and:

¥ : (iv)  where any departmental proce\,dmgs or criminal proceedirigs -
: in *he court of competent jurisdiction are pending finalization

~ against any ‘person so transferred. to: the Agency the same shall -

remain pending and shall ‘be- decided j 1n accordance- with-his

e

_ T terms arid conditions of service 1mmet11ately -exi.sti_‘ng before

coimmericement of this Act. |
(2) The provisions of the Industrlal Relations Act, 2012 (X of 2012) shall not ‘

”apply to matters relating to or arising out of transfer of nmployees to the Agency..

26. Ofifence— (1) rf an e}'pert or ofﬁmal of the Agency knowmgly or

negligently renders faisrv,_mcoxre“t or nmleadmg opu—uon before a court trlbunal or-
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dulh(mly hc shall be fiable do the pumﬁl‘mu,nl of imprisonment which may extend 0

one year of wu,h fine which nmy extend fo one hundred thousand Rupees or with both.
e (2)

No courl shall take (,()Un/dnc,(, of an mfcnr-c, undc'r this Act unless an

o!!u.u authorize by the Dircctor Gcnc,ml makes a complamt in wrxtmg in this behalf

27. Removal of difficulties.~ In case a difficulty arises m giving bftect to amf GL,

the pravisions of this-Act, the Cmvcrnmcnl may mal'c such ﬂrdu.s not inconsistent with

the provisions of this Acl, as may appca: o bc necessary for thc purpose of removing
such difliculty.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS-

This Ministry intends to transform National Forensu.s Agency (NFA) Project into-

lhc National - Forensics Agency. The. National- Forensics Agency aims- fo. -enhance - foreasic
C'1p.1|1'hlu_\ across Pakistan. Key injtiatives include upgradmg exxstmg convennonax forensic labs

apd cqmblu}ung digital forensic Tab (hat will provide services to all pmvmvcs GB; AJ&K, and
: ovt.mmcmlprxmtc forensics. iabs. The National . Forcnsxcs Agcncy will: integrate .digital and

cybcr forensics to combat crimes involving clectronic. dev1ccs deep fai(es and other electronic
offenses. o ;

) _ 1 |
LS. . ' i
: . ’ " ' - ;
2.

P

Morcaver, it will also ~develop a center of exce‘lence. a.nd R&D department o
miakc it a self-sustainable Agency. E urthermore, it will siso erivisage - devciopmg indigenous
“salutions (o minimize thc dependence on foreign governments and agencigg -

%_,7 Lo . .

'}, . " ‘.‘g. l'
i : '
'é .

(Sycd’ Mohsm h@z&ﬁe;ﬁ)
Federal Minister for Interi ior
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