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1,. Senator Taj Haider, Chairman Standing Committee on Rules. of Prqcedure and Priyileges have the

honor to submit, on behalf of 'ﬂﬁsf(_lon'nn_ittee_, this report on matter submitted by Senator Sadia Abbasi in

the Senate on 09-09-2024 regarding an article "The Stealth Cost of Legislature" published in Daily

Dawn written by Mr. Sadam Hussain, Assistant Chief (Policy), PIDE, Islamabad, for consideration and

,report.
| 2. The composition of the Standing Committee is givén as under; -
(1) Senator TajHaider ' * Chairman
_ (2) Senator Palwasha Mohammad Zai Khan--  Member-
"(3) Senator Atta Ur Rehman =~ - Member
" (4) SenatorProf. Sajid Mir + - Member
'(5) Senator Dost Ali Jeesar - =~ © - Member
(6) Senator Syeéd Faisal Ali Subzwari Member--
| '(7)lSenat0r- Faisal Saleem Rahman - Member
(8) Senator Saadia Abbasi .. . Member
' (9) SepatorRaja Nasir Abbas . - Member
. »3. " The Committee- considered the said matter in its meetings held on8“1 Novcmber

,2024, 23rd January, 2025, and ZOEhFeburay 2024, follomng Comm1ttee Members attended the

rneetmg. -
i Se;riator Tajﬁai_der _j S Chairman
2. Senﬁtor Dost Ali Jeesar o | Member
3 Senator Saadla Abba51 ) ' Member/Mover
| 4. Senator Irfan-ul-Haq S1ddqu1 T Mover
50 Senator SaifullahAbro - ‘ ~Mov\er
6. Senator Mir Dostain Khan Domki  Mover

Ky



4. In the meeting held on 8" November 2024 Compnittee had discussed article'The Stealth Cost

of Legislaturepublished in Daily Dawn; authored by the Assistant Chief (Policy) of PIDE,
Islamabad, with the presence of bath the former and current Vice .Chancellors of PIDE.
Senator Saadia Abbasi stated that ﬂllS :article Was' written maliciously, derogatory, intended to
n;alig;a the legislators; anc_i was fepublishe,_d as if 1t were backed by public opinion and
;'eSearc_:h,"waa adverse to the facts. It lacked the aspect of research. The reference of tﬁe
research has been quoted as “PILDAT.” which is an NGO while PIDE is a government
organization. Senator Taj Haider also remarked that labeling this as an "academic axercisé“ is
ijectionable, as true academic exé,rc';"sas’ are gﬁ‘amded in objectivity, where conclusions are
drawn from facts—not the other way around; such research is analogically known as “yellow
journalism”. ‘He further noted that phrases used to describe the role of par_liamentariansfare
offensive, adding that anyone coulld:‘pursue defamation over this. He also pointed -out that
terms like "easier to swallow", “walking away” “jackpot”, power hungry games, privilege
driven circus ."eye-watering" are - qmte 1nappropr1ate andobjectionable. An acadennc
approach, he stressed, should be rooted in respect and accuracy, acknowledgmg that the state
is not a corporatlon to be managed with profit. motives. Objectmns 0. expenses, he

concluded, should focus on legitimate concerns.

. Furthermore, the Chairman recommended to correct the document and redlstnbuted by PIDE

to the newspapers where it was earlier pubhshed, ensuring that accurate facts. have been
included. The ex V.C Mr.Nadeem-ul-Hag could not bear the reformatory rerharks made by
the Committee on the “research modus olarendi”. He. started blame game by expressing that
parliament once gave false press release, if the research on parliamentarian has been made
the similar research on civil servant reforms was also made. I have been invited here to be -
“insulted and ridiculed”, such othef dai'agatory and offending remarks he made on which the
committee showed displeasure. Accordingly, the committee decided to invite the
administrative ministry of PIDE to appear before the committee in next meeting with a
detailed report compnsmg the Iast year performance of PIDE, the procedure of appomtment -_
of the officers, researchers 1ncluc‘!mg VC, and the governing rules regulations ‘of the

employees of the PIDE with a requifement to hold an inquiry against the ex VC Dr Nadeem-

ul Haq for his unbecoming rmsconduct and non-professmnalbehavmr before the Committee

as his threating, bragging, dlsparagmg and defammg words clamor to take punitive action by
the administrative head of the sald body Resultantly the cormmttee also dlrected to that the
administrative head in the mmlstcy controllmg PIDE to take the punitive action after full

inquiry and a report of that action and inquiry may | be shared with committee within 60 days.

. In the meeting held on 23" January 2025, Senator Saadia Abbasi, mover of the privilege

Motion, remarked that the former Vice Chancellor has portrayed distorted facts in the article
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- in order to create hatred among the public against the Parliamentarians. Despite providing

evidence for claims, Mr. Nadeem-ul-Haque misbehaved with the committee members in the

. previous meeting and made derogatory remarks against the Govérnment policies. Senator

_ Saadia Abbasi stated that the individual used abusive language against the Parliamentarians

had been convicted himself of “Harassment at Workplace” by the Federal Ombudsman.
“Criticism of individuals dxawmg hefty salary ﬁom the Government account is not Justlﬁable

under any circumstances™, she asserted.

.- While argumg on the article, Senator Tallal Chaudhary claimed that the Parliamentarians of

Pakistan are among-the lowest paid Parliamentarians in the. Asia. Acting Vice Chancellor

PIDE apprised the committee that the PIDE has taken action against the Former Vice

Chancellor: and has, issued show.cause .notice following the procedure.After a detailed

| deliberation, the. Committee directed the PIDE to provide details of procedure followed for

the selection of former Vice Chancellor PIDE along with details of work done in his tenure.

8. In the meeting held on 20" February 2025, The PIDE representatives under the leadership of
~ their V.C submitted that Sadam Hussain Assistant Chief- (policy) PIDE has published an

article in the daily Dawn on 30/12/2024 with directives of the Honorable Committee

conveyed vide Senate Secretariat U.O number 23(1)/2021-24/C-1 dated 22/11/2024 and the

minutes of the meeting of ‘Honorable Senate Committee on Rules and Procedure and

Privileges held on’'08/11/2024. The copy of the article published in the daily .daw_n under the

 title “Finance: the cost of governance” was presented before the :Committee. Further the

: representatwe of the'PIDE submitted an unconditional apology to the honourable Senate

comrmttee and prayed for sympathetic and lenient view to exonerate the charges levelled in

the subject privileged motion.

. ‘While disposing of the agenda regarding stealth article senator Saadia Abba51 explamed that

there is neither ownership of PIDE nor its oyermght. At the time of its establishment its aim
was to become center of excellence in the field of economy which he bitterly failed to
provide the leadership. Its aim was to use the things gainfully instead of academic pursue.
The regulators of PIDE started to teach the “blame game”. Does the PIDE not know that
every cofmtr.y in the world has parliament and evefy parliamentérian has perks énd
privileges, then why the hatred against fhe Pakistani parliamentarians was being spread by
PIDE. The Board of PIDE was not performing its duty in a right way. PIDE should look and
pursue, towards the real c,aﬁse of the ministry concerned i.e. Ministry of Planning
Development & Special Initiatives is assigned the duty to look in to the issue of PIDE, to
look into the structure of the Board, its procedure and functions and revamp where necessafy
and enable it as potential as it was intended at the time of its establishment! The newly

incumbent vice chancellor of PIDE was resolute and committed enough to make the PIDE
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higﬁ gradinéonce aéain as they aré goiing to start PhD in 5 new disciplines including public
._policy and governance, for which the mechanism has been devised. The senate of.PIDE is
going to start its meetings ‘which shall' continue to periodically look into the affairs of the
PIDE regularly including.the deployment of the graduates and masters of the PIDE in public

organizations for the enrichment of the government affairs. The administration of PIDE also

pledged to share progress . and gr(.)wing report of the PIDE to the senate of Pakistan

periodically.
10. Direction/Decision: -The committee dlsposed of the matter of PIDE and d1rected that the

Ministry of Planning Development & Special Initiatives is assigned the duty to'look in t6 the
issue.of PIDE, to look into the structw:e of the Board, its procedure and finctions and revamp
where necessary and enable it to reahze its potential as it was intended at the time of its
estabhshment- and also to share the progress and growth report of the PIDE to the §enate of
I?akistan periodically. The committee also directed the administrative head in the ministry
rielatable to PIDE to take the puniﬁve action after full inquiry and a report of that action and
iinquiry may be st_lar—ed with committee within 60 days. ‘
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