












Statement of Objects and Reasons 

Pakistan is a signatory to the Biological Weapons Convention (BWC) which was 
adopted in 1972. Pakistan signed it in the same year and ratified it in 1974. Pursuant to 
the BWC, Pakistan is required to enact the BWC Implementation Bill. The bill has been 
vetted by the Ministry of Law and Justice, approved by the CCLC and Cabinet before 
introduction to the Parliament. It is important to highlight that this bill will establish 
bodies and mechanisms to ensure compliance with the BWC in Pakistan. It envisages 
establishment of following institutional mechanism to implement provisions of BWC. 

I. "Central Authority": This is the primary authority to be notified by the Foreign
Minister to the Convention Secretariat for implementing the BWC in Paldstan. It is 
responsible for facilitating international cooperation, ensuring compliance, and managing 
the exchange of biological agents and technologies for peaceful purposes. 

!!."Oversight Committee": This committee is to be established by the Foreign 
Secretary and is tasked with ensuring the effective implementation of the Convention and 
the provisions of this Act. The Oversight Committee is also responsible for following 
prescribed procedures to monitor and guide compliance with the BWC. 

III."Enforcement Agency": One or more law enforcement agencies can be 
designated to enforce the Act. These agencies are empowered to perform necessary acts 
such as information collection, inquiries, investigations, searches, seizures, arrests, and 
prosecutions related to violations of the Act. They can also seek assistance from law 
enforcement and judicial bodies in other states. 

It is pertinent to note that no major addition of new posts/recruitments would be 
required to create bodies/mechanisms mentioned above. These functions can be 
undertaken, for now, within existing human resources of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Some additional financial resources would be required to undertake these activities. 

Implementing the BWC in Pakistan through the proposed draft bill is a critical 
obligation under international non-proliferation credentials and United Nations Security 
Council (UNSC) resolutions. The BWC is a cornerstone of global efforts to prevent the 
development, production, and use of biological and toxin weapons, which pose 
significant threats to international security and public health. By aligning national 
legislation with the BWC, Pakistan demonstrates its commitment to upholding 
international norms and enhancing its bio-security measure. �--- · 
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