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SENATE SECRETARIAT

. REPORT OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR AND NARCOTICS
CONTROL ON “THE CODE OF CRIMINAL PROCEDURE (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2024”,

MOVED BY SENATOR FAWZIA ARSHAD IN THE SENATE’S SITTING HELD ON 10“'
JUNE, 2024. 2024 ' '

I, Senator Faisal Saleem Rehman, Chairman Standing Committee on Interior and Narcotics Control
have the honor to present on behalf of the Committee, this report on'the “The Code of Criminal Procedure .
(Amendment) Bill, 20247, moved by Senator Fawzia Arshad, in the Senate’s sitting held on 10-06-
2024, and referred to the Standmg Committee for consideration and report. '

2. The composition of the Committee is as under:-
1. - Senator Faisal Saleem Rehman Chairman

2. Senator Irfan-ul-Haque Siddiqui Member

3. ’Senator Shahadat Awan Member

4.  Senator Naseema Ehsan ’ Member

5. Senator Saifullah Abro ‘ Member

6.  Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri - Member

7. Senator Umer Farooq Member

8. . Senator Palwasha Muhammad Zai Khan  Member

.. 9. Senator Jam Saifullah Khan Member

10. Senator Mir Dostain Khan Domki Member

11. ‘.Minister for Interior ' Ex-Ofﬁcm Member
3, . The Bxll was considered by the Committee in its meetmgs held on 11" & 24" September,

7" November, 2024, 14™ January, 10® March and 19™ May, 2025. The last meeting was attended by the
followxng Members:

1. Senator Faisal Saleem Rehman Chalrman

2. ‘Senator Irfan-ul-Haq:Siddiqui - - Member

3. Senator Shahadat Awan ' _ Member

4. Senator Palwasha Muhammad Zai Khan - Member

5. Senator Umer Farooq - Member

6. Senator Jam Saifullah Khan . Member

7. Senator Mohsin Aziz : : Mover

8. Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur Mover

9. Minister of State for Interior Ex-officio Member

4.  The Commlttee noted that the B111 had been included in the agenda of six meetings.
However, the Member-m-Charge failed to attend three of these meetings, mcludmg the most -

recent one held on 19.05. 2025. In light of ‘this, the Committee decided to return the B111 to the
House.-

5. Accdrdingly, “The Code of Cﬂminél Procedure (Amendment) Bill, 2024”, introduced by.
“Senator Fawzia Arshad, in the Senate’s Sitt_ing héld on 10-06-2024, is returned herewith. (Biil as
introduced in the Senate is placed at Annexure-A).
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Secretary Committee : , " Chairman Committee -

~ Islamabad, the
- 26" May; 20225.
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' further to amend the Code of Crimina! Procedure, 1898

WHEREAS itis exped;ent further to amend the Code of Crlrmnal Procedure, 1898

(V. of 1898) for- the purposes hereinafter appearmg,

~Itis here_by» enac’ted as follows:-

1 Sho_rt titie and com mencemen‘l:; - {1) This Act may be calied the Code of Criminal
Procedure (Amendment) Act, 2024. '

@ I shall come into force at once

- 2. Insertlon of new ‘sections 3448 344(: 344D and 344E, Act V of 1868, - In'
the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 (V of 1898), after sectron 344A, the following new

sectlons shall be mserted namely:-

-5\3448; Time Period for conc_luding--criminal proceedings.- (1) Every
cHminal proceeding initiated under section 154 or section 200 or under any -
. other prevrsmn of this Code, which culmmates O con\nctlon; acquittal,. .
dlscharge or any other consequences, shall be concluded withina maxnmum
) perlod of one hundred and twenty: days.
2y If a crtmmal proceedmg is not concluded within a maximym period of -
' ohe hundred and twenty days, the concerned criminal court shall record
- reasons for its failure and forward those .reasons wrth a request te the
appellate. court for grantmg extensnon for further period to conclude the
‘crlmmal proceeding.
(3) . The appellate court, if satrsf ed from the‘_r'easons recorded by the
- cnmmal court, may grant extensuon for such further penod as it deems it
to conclude the crlmlnal proceedmg
Provided that fn no case the. appellate court shall have powers to grant .
extension beyoncl a total period of sixty days:

; Provided further that in case of failure. of the criminal court, wnthout
just and plausrble reasons, to conclude the criminal proceeding thhm the
extended period of sixty days, the appellate court shall mltrate OF -
recommend a disciplinary action against the judge of the criminal court and

: »other. respon_srble person according to law Aan.c,l-.;ehall :ssue.-_ap,proprlate .
:d'irections for conclusion of the criminal proceeding.
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344C. Time Period fer concluding appeal and revision.- (i) Every
appea] preferred in a court shall be disposed of by that court within a period
of sixty days from the date the appeal has been fi led in that court:

Provided that an appeal from an order under sections 405 406'and :

406A shall be decided within a period: of fifteen days from date the appea|
) has been f‘ led

Chapter XXVII of this Code or an appeal to the Hrgh Court from such
-proceedings, the count of period shall start from the date elther of the
-submission of proceedmgs or the date of appeal from such proceedmgs_,
whichever is earlier. ‘ Tl

(2) Every revision petltron preferred m a court shall be disposed of by ‘
: that court within a period of thirty days from the date the re\nsxon petition "~

has been fi led in that court
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- 244D. Time Period for conc!uc!mg leave to appeal; appeal and

revnew in the Supreme Court.- (1) Every petition for leave fo appeal or

appea} in the Supreme Coutt, arising from proceedmg under this Code, shall

....

- twenty days from the date the petition for leave to appeal or appeal has
been fi led in the Supreme Court: .
Explanatlon. " The period of one hundred and twenty days rs for both
leave to appeal and appeal Jomtly

DY Every®ietition-fororaview in the Supreme " Court, ansmg from

proceeding under this Code, shall be disposed of by the Supreme Court

withi_n a period-of sixty days from the date the petition. for review has been
filed in the Supreme Court,

' 344E. No delay in ju‘dgmentfor final order.- No Court, including the
Supreme Court of Pakistan, shall delay the pronouncement of judgment or

final order, and shall not keep reserved the detailed judgment beyond a-

penod of fi ﬁ:een days from the date the final hearing or argumen’cs
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Prowded further thai:l in case of submrssxon of proceedings under-
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STATEMENT.OF OBIECTS AND BEASONS ~

Right to inexpensive. and. expeditious justice and opportunity of fair trial is the

) fundamental right of every citizen of this country. Delayed Justice is crueler than or to say .

the least equal to injustice as eloquently explained in the legal maxim JUStICG delayed is

 Justice idemed”. In the legal and judicial system of Pakistan, the prevalent inordinate delay.

causes frustration in the .society and the victims. Due to this factor, people have almost
lost confi denc'e on the judicial system of Pakistan. The inordinately delayed and

_ ‘cumbersome criminal proceedmgs faced W|th mnumerable _unnecessary and unwarranted
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hurdles engulf the time, resources and temper of the v:ctlm

~ In order to address this issue, this Bill has suggested certain amendments in the

" Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 to prescribe a time frame for concluding a criminal

precee'dln_g. The Bill ‘has provided a period of one hundred and twenty days from the date |
of reg}'s‘tral:jon of FIR ar complaint for concluding the trial et cetera. Similarly for concluding
th‘_e appeal, ;a period of sixty days has been given. For concluding appeal from order under
sections'40'5 406 and 406A,a period of fifteen days has been given. For concluding revision
petitlons, a perlocl of thirty days has been given. For_dlsaosal of leave to appeal and appeals "
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B 1n .the Supreme Court one hundred and -twenty “days has been _given. Delay in

pronouncement of judgment or final order or keeping a judgment reserved for an unknown

' '_pertod has been abolished by providing a period of fifteen days for this. Se in this way, the

nexpenswe and expedltrous JUStICe as requrred under Article 37 (d) of the Canstitution will

be ensured

2.. " TheBill has been designed to achieve the aforesaid-objectives:
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