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to reserue sp eczal seats f or deservzng persons in Unwersztzes and Hzgher
' Educatzon Instztutzons SO Vi

WHEREAS 1t is exped1ent to make a law to prov1de for the allocatlon

o of special seats in un1vers1t1es which Would be estabhshed under. the Act of -

Parliament, to deservmg persons, mcludmg those from economlcally 3

:: d1sadvantaged backgrounds, minorities, and other underrepresented : :
~ groups, to promote eqmtable access to h1gher educat10n and ensure that the o
o beneﬁts of h1gher educatlon are access1ble to all segments of soc1ety, '

It 1s hereby enacted as follows -}E ;

| ’1.‘ Short tltle, extent and commencement (1) Th1s Act Shall be :
called the Reservat1on of Spec1a1 Seats for Deservmg Persons in Unlversmes

o Act, 2025.

' (2)‘,1;]? It shall extend to those umversmes and hlgher educatlon
: 1nst1tut10ns that have been estabhshed under an Act of the MaJhs e—Shoora

o (Parhament)

e (3) It shall come 1nto force at once S

2. Defimtions. In th1s Act unless the context otherw18e requrres -

"'fi‘ff';(a/) "Un1vers1t1es refers to un1ver31t1es and hlgher educatlon

S = 1nst1tut10ns estabhshed under an Act of Parhament

| ¢ (b) : "deservmg persons 1ncludes 1nd1v1duals from econom1cally’ o

‘.Af‘f-,"ﬂdlsadvantaged backgrounds ethnic or rehgmus minorities, -
~ persons with disabilities and other groups 1dent1ﬁed as;

L underrepresented or margmahzed and

. ( c) o speClal seats" mean to reserved seats allocated SpeClﬁcaHY’: :

bt S .for deservmg persons

i 37 Allocation of special seats. (1) The Un1vers1t1es shall reserve at" : ’
least ﬁfteen percent of the seats in capacxty for undergraduate and

| 'postgraduate programs as under spec1al seats for deservmg persons ’




fa,

Gy (é) The Un1vers1ty shall ensure that the students enrolled agamst the "
spec1al seats shall fulﬂl one of the followmg cnterla namely - '
| | o f(a)’ f1nan01al need | p - - |

e (b) s001al or ethmc background

(c) fdlsablhty status, o , |
| (d) academlc ment Where apphcable and e ,
T ; (e) other cntena as determmed by the un1ver81ty s adm1ss1on —
‘_i.‘_,ipohcy ; SR Tt L o /

‘» ,4 A dmlssmn Process - (1) The Umversmes shall estabhsh a.

it transparent process for the reservatlon and adm1ss1on of deservmg persons

to specral seats ' S L
| (2) The Umversmes shall— | |
‘ ? (a) hpubhsh clear guldehnes and e11g1b1hty cr1ter1a for specral o
o :"g;;*seats o : | | 5 o
S (b) ensure that the apphcat1on and selectlon process is
L _access1b1e to all ehg1b1e cand1dates and

L (C) prov1de ass1stance and suPPort to apphcants from
i deservmg backgrounds to complete their apphcatlons

5 Full Education (1) The Umvers1t1es shall grant full scholarshlp e

| 1nclud1ng fee waiver and any other related academlc expenses to the students o |

: f\-‘;adm1tted on spemal seats

(2) The Umversmes shall estabhsh ﬁnanc1a1 a1d programs to cover o
.any 1nc1dental costs assomated W1th educatlon for students enrolled agamst

o fspe01a1 seats

| 6 Momtoring (1) The H1gher Educatlon Comm1ssmn shall oversee o

o and momtor the 1mplementat10n of tl'us Act to ensure comphance by the:

'unlversmes

(2) An annual report shall be submltted to Parhament detalhng the .

',reservatlon admlssmn and performance of students adm1tted through e

L spec1al seats



i 7. Power to issue gurdelines.g :The ngher EducatlonCommlssmn }y
may 1ssue guldehnes from t1me to tlme to carryout the purposes of th1s Act

STATEMENT OFTOBJECTS AND REASONS

vReservmg seats for deservmg 1nd1v1duals in umversmes estabhshed under
- ~an Act of Parhament and prov1d1ng free education, is a crucial measure to
promote social equity and _]uSthC Such reservatlons will address 1nequ1t1es .
and d1sadvantages faced by margmahzed commumtles ensunng thatff .
: 1nd1v1duals from underrepresented backgrounds have fa1r access to hlgher Lol
educatlon This practlce supports equal opportumtles and contrlbutes to. :
bmldmg a more inclusive soelety, where every person, regardless of the1r;f:'

socio- economrc status has the chance to succeed academlcally e

F‘urthermore these reservatlons and the prov131on of free educatlon would _ )
foster dlversrty and 1nclus1on W1th1n the academ1c env1ronment By ensurmg Lt |
. a dlverse student body and ehmmatlng ﬁnan01al ‘barriers, the umvers1t1es R
enrlch the educatronal expenence for all students exposing them to a vanety
of perspectlves and experiences. . ThlS dlversrty not only enhances the

learmng ‘environment but also p omotes ‘social _cohesion and mutual
| understandlng among students “from d1fferent backgrounds A more;f L
mcluswe campus culture ultunately leads toa more support1ve and enr1ched e

y educatlonal expenence for everyone 1nvolved

ﬁ In add1t1on to soc1al equ1ty and 1nclu51on, reservmg seats and prov1d1ng free Sy
4 educatlon ahgns with national development goals. It supports the creation of i "f

a skllled and educated workforce, addressmg regional and socio- econommg\f i
- dlSpaI‘ItICS whlle promoting s001al moblhty ‘By complylng with constltutlonalsjv;’
and afflrmatlve action pohc1es un1ver81t1es help empower 1nd1v1duals from ',: :
d1sadvantaged backgrounds contrlbutlng to both 1nd1v1dual and natlonal.;_',’:"
B progress ThlS approach ensures that talent is nurtured and that educatmnalv:f
opportun1t1es are access1b1e to all thereby supportmg broader s001a1 and

' econormc development
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