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WflEREAS it is expedi.nt to provide for Conltitution of a Nationd
Commission for Minorities Righrs to safcguard and prorDote social, economic,
political snd legrl righis lnd intertsts of Minodties, as provided und€r Anicle 36
of tte Corutitntion of thc Islalnic Republic of P.kistaq rnd in ac4orddc. widl
rppliqble htem.dionsl instruments rclating therdo rarified by th€ Islsmic
Republic ofPrtiiran;

AI{D WHEREAS it is nccessary list in oder to amble the National
Commission for Minorities Rights to Frform iB fimdions effectively, it should
ba provided with sufficicnt rcsources md adcquatc powerc to ensurc its
adohistative rnd fin6ncial autonomy ond to provide for matters conn€cted
thcre*ih ntd hoiiental th€reto.

It is hereby enacted as follo*si

CEAPTER.I

PRELIMTIIARY

l. Stort litlc, ett.rt t'trd coEE !c.tlert-<l) This Act dlall b€
cdled thc Nationd Commissior for Minodties Ridts Acr, 2025.

(2) It cxtcds to the whole of P.listen

(3) lt shall come ido forc. at oncc.

2. Ircnritiolr.- In dlis Acq unl6s dlcr! is anything rE?Wndrt in thc
subj€ct or context -

(a) 'CoEoilliotr" mclrls lhc N.tional Commission for Minoritix
Ridts constituted under this Acg

Q) 'Chrirpcrrol" means the Chairperson of the Cornmissiotr 5s
appointed under this Acq

(c) 'M.@b.r' means a pdson ippointod e5 Ecmbc. of ho
Commission by thc Prinrc Miniser under dlis Act ard includ€s
ChsirFrson;

(d) 'FuDd,'mrars National Corhmission for Minorities Fund crraled
under this A.t;

(o) "GoverD[cDt colcemed, meaos the miaisEies end departnents
of the Federat Gov.rDment, Pmvincirl CrovemmcflB or Locrl
Govcmments, as the csse mty he;
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(D 'lrDrt dgblt' rr€.rs thc rights rchting to liE lib..ty .od
diSnity of drc citiz!fls gulEnt€rd lnd includcd in the irterrdiorl.l
inscunrcnts including political and womt,t righE;

G) 'Eborittrr" rDeatls tllc pcrsds wlrc lt! mr-Muslins er dcfined
in Artich 260 of drc Conditrrtion of thc IshEic R.prblh of
Pakistan;

(h) 'Miloridc. rlSltr'mc.rs rhe minaitic6 rithB rs hid doutt in
Article 20 of thG Coosthnion of Ishrtric Republic of Prkisi !d
pE!€lent lswr in r€lation lhcreto;

(i) sff,...rib.d' ncrns prescribed by rulcs c rcg afions rDrdc und.r
rhis Acq

0) sRcguhdol'" means the rcgulatioos ltrlde by the CortrEisrion
und6 this Acq

(k) "RrL." means thc rulcs made by tte coDoisriotr with th.
approvol ofthe Federsl Gowmment uador this Act; lld

(l) "S.cEfrrr" mca,rs . plrson rppoiotcd es scottery of thc
Commission und6 this Act

CEAPITR-tr

Nrliond CodDlrrlor for Mirorili.!

3. Coutitrtlo! ol lie CoeDh.io..<l) Up@ dlo c@recrcrnr.nt
of this AcL th Nrtio l Commilsioo fc Minorities Righb rha[ mnds
estrbli3h€d to cxlrcis. its pou/r.s md pc.fo.tD its functids undcr 6is Act

(2) Thc CourErirsion $all cdlirt of-
(a) Chairptson wto dull bc r citizcn of PalisllE nd b.lo$, thc

rge of thirty-fiye yc.rs ad dull be a profesion l of krlown
iutegrity rnd eflinenct poss€sling d.rnonstsblc knowledge itl
the ficld ofhumrn rigbb advocrc)i

(b) two minority tncmbcts fi.ar cdlh Provincc shlll be noniuted
by thc rGp.ctive Provinciil Cov.rnmcatq ..oh of whom shrll
b€ a citizrn of Prkistan nd bclorv lie rgc of thiny-fivc ylrrs
rnd shrll b. . F.oftssioaal of lnown integrity td qnitr.,Dcc

pors€$ing ddronstnbL kno Gdg. irr tho fiold of butn n
rights advocacy:
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Provided thst one such membcr frorn each Provinca slull
Fefersbly be won*u .nd orc shdl belong to a domiunt
minority gmup of the rcsp.ctiv€ Pmvinc.;

(c) @! minority mcrrb€r from IslaEub.d C6pitd Tqritory shrll
be nominated by thc Cbief Codmissiona l3lsDab6d crpital
Territory who sh.ll be a citizen of P.kistar not b€low the agc
of tbirty-five yers and slull b. r profcssion l of l orrn
inEgrity.nd erninenc. posresing dqtrqlstlible knowl.dgc in
th! field of humaD righ6 advocacy;

(d) a meobcr ofthe Nedoorl Commisiion for Hrrrn n Rights &t
nomirut d by the Chai.Fson of th. Nstional Commission for
Humatr Rights;

(e) s ltreEbcr of the Narional Commission oo &c St tus of
WoE t! .s nominaled by thc Chlirpqson of thc Natiorul
Cotuhissioo on dl. Sttrs of WoEcn;

(0 I mc6b.r of the Nationd Cotunission on drc Rights of lhc
Child !s nohin.ted by thc Chairperson of thc Nation l
Commission on thc tughts ofthe Chil4

(g) a repre*nmive not belolv thc rsDl of m ofEccr in BB2l or
equivah of drc Minidry of Hunrtl Ridb .s ar er-olrlcio
mcmbcr;

(h) r rEprclqt tiv€ not below the rank of m officer in BPs-21 or
.qui\..I.trt of th. Ministry oftav.Dd Iustic. as sn rr.olrt io
nrmbar;

(i) 8 roprcs.ntative not belo\r the r.nk ofan offic€r in BPS-21 or
.quival. of rhc Ministry of Religidrs Affain and Int rf.ith
ll^ torty as al ex-ofrcio Ecmb€r; end

0) r Eprecantdive not belov thc ret ofrn officer in BPS.2I or
equivrl,an of$c Ministsy of ltrEior !s .n .r-o]rlcio nco$.r.

(3) For thc rEoi ment of thc rnembcrs of tllc Commission under this
Act, rhc Mids&y of Humm Rightr shrll pq.form thc Sccretrriat fiuction and
shall fduad all mmcs rttonmendcd under claus.s (t) and (b) of sub-s€ction (2)
to the Prific Minist.t for lppoiEtncnt.

(4) Thc Comni$ion shall bc a body coqodf., hsviot p.eeturl
suc4ession md . common seal, with power to ac4uire .Dd hoH F;;rty both
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movabb rad inmovablq .nd to Gn&r ir o corfirsts, trd shsll by thc ssil lrfie
srlca bcd.

(5) Ite hcdqurr.rs of th. Commisskrr *dl b. lcdcd d LhDrb.d
aDd tlrc Connissiotl Ery catablidl its officls !t srch odicr dm s thc
Gnirpcrson may daotmin., wid| lpproval of th€ MhirEy of Hlmtl Right!.

(O A vlc.ncy of m.fib6 shlll bG fiXcd in tt€ nanacr providcd uodrr
this Acl wi&h fiirty dalr ofocpuncnco ofthc vacancy:

Providcd that a mcurbct shall contiouo to hold offrco uotil drcir euccessoJ
is duly rppoht d 8nd notificd in r..qdrnc. with ttc Fsvisidl6 of lhis A(L

(7) The appoiffiacnt ofr[r mcmbcrs urdq chus6 (r) od O) of suE
s€ction (2) shrll be on such tcrms and ooaditioas as nay bc proscribcd by rules,

4. Appohhcnt of ChrirD.tlotr,- (l) UFon thi commc,rcrmcnt of
this Ad or wharevcr rrquired th.rraft.', thc NrtioDal Ass.rnbty Secr€Eid sh!.[
within si*y deys ir tiat ord compl€t! thc process for thc lppointmcflt of th.
Cha Frson of the Commissio[ iD fic following mar!,er, nroroly:- r..

(r) d& P.rlidnrobry CoEEit&c sh.ll bc c.orsit !d by lftc SF.f.' of
rhe Nuional Ass€mbty aft.r coDsult tion wi6 Chainrlra Sdrtt,
coosisting ofthe following four n€oh.rs, ntncly:-

(i) trvo mcmbcrs ftoll thc Soortc gtfeobly NoG.MusliE; rrd

(ii) tso mc,trb€fs tom thc Nidood Assdlbly pEftrsbly Noi-
Muslim:

- Prcvidd lhrt u/hm lfie Ndion l Ass.dbly is dkrolvc4
fie totil ncab.rrhip of dE Plllim. tlry CoEEitE .hdl
consis ofthp Ecmbar! fioE thc Scart mly:

Providrd frnhcr thd out of lhc four ncmbtrs of thc
CoEEitt€e' two shdl ho ioru.tho Trcrsry Btochcs, onc frorn
eh Houe @d two frorn ltc OEsitio Be{ch!s, ooc Aonr
arah HouB€:

Providcd slso tht thc D@iltthq of nemb€rr frm thc
Trlal[ry Bslchcr slufl bc mdc ry tt. L..d.r of th. Houlc
.r!d fijolD thc Oppositior BcnchGE by tf,c tradcr of thc
Oppositi@ in dl. Ndio.r.l A!.!Dbly ad lt S.o& of'
Prlis0\ Esp.sivaly;



900 TI{E GAZETTE OF PAKISTAN, EXTRA., DEC. 19,2025 IPART I

(b) each member shall propos€ on€ nalre for consid€ratiofl by lhc
Parlianentrry Committ€€ for appoinh€nt as Chairpcrson of the
Commission;

(c) thc d€cision of the Padiamentary ComEitt€€ shau bc madc f a

majority of is members:

Providcd thar if the Committ e frils lo rcsch to a msjo.ity
dccision on any one candidatc, wi&in thirty days of ib first
deetin& it sh.ll forward all fic ndnes to tte Prime Minisar, $to
shell rppoi one ofrhem as the Chairyerson; and

(d) the committcc shall, in its first rrctir& mrkc tlr. rules of its
procedure.

(2) The Chairpcf,son of the Commission $dl be the chicf cx.cutivc
ofEc.r and principal accounting ofnc€r of the Comrnissioo and his rppointhent
shall bc such as may be or ftll time.

(3) The terms and conditions of scrvic. of the Chaimrn shall be
pwcribcd by rules.

5. Tenn of olEc. of Chrirpcrrotr lrd n.Dbcrr.-{l) Th€
Ch.irperson lnd cv.ry in ftber, orher than dr-olrtcio mcmb.rs, sh.ll hold office
for a term of four ycars ftom thc darc on which he entcrs upon his oftice.

(2) Thc Chaiprrson or s mcmb€r nay, st any timc, rcsign ftorn his
ofEce in wtiting uuder his hand.ddEss.d to the Primc Mioister through the
Ministy of Hrm,ll Rights.

6. Acrirg CtdrpcEo!.-By rcrson of ! vlc.Dqr in the ofFrcc of
Chrirpcrson due to d.dh, illncss, rcsignation or olhawise, the Prirne Midstcr
shall.ppoint acting Chrirp(fson liom ahongst the mcmbers of thc ComEirsior
to rct as ChsirFlon for a p.riod of not GxcE€ding nincty drys or till th€
rppoinhneht ofa nGw Chairperson, whichever is earlicr.

7. Solrry .!d trrvclling of S.ryic. of Ch.irFrlor .rd
ocohcn -'[hc srlrry, tavelliDt .nd drily allowrrc. of dle Chsirp€rson a.od
nrlmbcfs ofthe Commission shall be pEscrib€d by rrguldiors,

8. Vr.[.y h omc. of tL Ch.i]Flton or . EGub.r-If a
vac&cy ecurs in the ofEca of fhe ChairpeEofl o( of my rDcmber, whethE by
rclson of d.ith, rcsignltioo or rcBoval, such vrcsncy shsll b€ filled wi6in a
poiod of nircty dap by oaking a fiEsh .ppointEcnr in rccord&c. with thc
provisions of this Act end the pcrson so appoiat€d on thc initiat oppointneDt
shall hold thc olficc for the residual of thc tefm of office of the Chairpercon or
mcmbaa ofwhom the vacancy has arisen.
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9. Dl{udfcrtlo!.-A Frson Ehdl be dbqu.lificd for becorning or
bcing Chairpcrson or a mq ({.of thc Cornmirsion, ifEuch pGrsot-

(a) is an un.disohargcd insolvcnt or has becn by r competcnt corllt of
hw declE d rs bontnrF o. his applicdior f6 J*h dcclrrdioo is
p.rding rdjudic*io of hs6 or

(b) tus bcol by a compct nt coun of hw drcl&rd rr of urrsourd mind
or has plrysicrl infirmity to dischlrE hi' fiu.riols llld€r rhis Acq
or

(c) hfr b.cn dismi*scd fronr s€rvicc of Pikistlll oD gtourds of
incfficicnry, misconduct, frrud or comlptiorl: d

(d) hls bccn by a coEpetcnt c.ufi of lau, coovictcd of m oftrcc of
moral trrPitudc.

10, ReDovd of CLitF]lor .!d McobcE-Tb Chrirpcrsoo md
members may bc rE'noved tom ofrice by drc Primc Minist€r, ql thc baris ofmy
of th€ Ea-i.ns fa disqu.lificrrioi, as frr &r .Flicablc ir|chdilg cdruFi.,l rnd
misuse of eurhority, specified h futicle 209 of thr CoGtitutioo of thc Islamic
R.pblic of P.tis.i.

I l. Sasrf.ry, of6.rrr .!d ot r .oploycat of ltc Courl.tua-
(l) The Prim€ Minist r on dle r.commond.tioa ofthe Mi[ircy ofHUIn.n Rights
shall appoim S€crEtrry of dre Commission in such oarocr md oNr srch tcnus aod
cooditiotrs .s may bc prqaribed by rules.

(2) The S€c$tsry shsll be rcgponsiblc for Ptopc[ ldminisErtiotr of
afiiirs of lhc ComrDilsioo .trd shr.ll €serds. $!ci oancr po*q! .!d Ffdrr $.n
oths fi[ctions .s rmy bc Frscsibcd by n c!.

(3) The CorDrftsion u,ith $e consultatioo of the Mhirtry of Humrn
Righa mly .ppoi[t c.osultut, rcscattleE, experts, advistrs' offio€rs .nd dhct
staff members in thc manner urd orl suoh tEfln! rtld cdditions, as mty ba

fscribcd by oks

CEAPTER.Itr

FI'NCIIONS OT TEE COMIIISSION

12. Furctiorr ol lt CooDisio!.-Ita Co@ttrirsin shall Fform
th. followirg firrcliooq naDclla-

(.) rsrc.s .nd mo'ritor iEplcsrcntitih of th. cotrrhriomt gEra !.s
.nd sofcgurd for ptotnotiru .nd Fotectior ofdghrs of miftofities;
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(b) €xrminc ad revicw cxisting or propos€d policics or proga.rnmas,
plsns of aciion, legislation, rul6, Etulations, administntivc
insfirmenB, or olher affirmative mersulls and to the Govdnnrent
concene{ rrcommcnd sm€fldmcrE, givc rdvhe or propoc
suggestion for pr€vcntion ofdiscrimiaatio and Prot .-tion ofrightr
of minoritios to the concerncd authorities;

(c) dcvelop a mtional action platl for Fomotion .nd prGrtion of
rights of mircdtics;

(d) study the rpplicarion of inted.tional ninoritie, rights, agrrements
md convertions and provide to the Govemmcnt rcportr, proposals
or r€commendalions necessary for efrectivc applicatioo of such
riShts ol rgr€aftnB md convcutions;

(e) cst blish !-od Eaintein datsbos€ on coDplaints rcoeivd conccming
violatioo of rights of minorities or sry such violations oth€rwisc
coming io rMicc of the Cornmksion;

(0 rdvis. oo the victins about applic.blc lcg.l prcccduB an4 wherc
.pproprhte, assist thern in pursuiEg thcir cdnplrirts with the
relevaDt authoritics;

G) ensu.! .nd moniior implcmcfltrtion of ninoritiB job quots in
privatc rd prblic scclor orgrnizations;

(h) on a fEtition prcs.nt€d ro it by a victim or slly person on his bdralf,
inquiE into complaints of-
(i) atry viol.tioi of ridts of mircrititx or .bcinert or eidiDg

therEof by atry orgrnizatha publb 6 Fivrtr, or sny body,
depaturclrt suthority or insEursftliiy of any Fedcml
Prcvincial or Loc{l Govemmant or

(ii) aly D.glcct o *'illftl brcich of .ny provision of law in tlF
Erv.ntioo of or fair 

'ld 
indcFndent irquiry 6 inv.siigrtion

ofsuch a violrtion by any pqson or auftority;

(i) coordin.tc with thc rElsvrnt dcpsftrcnb of thc Fcdcral and
PDvilcisl GowmlneDts for spooial Deasurts for protlction of
minorities on sFcial oe.asions, fastivsk ard pltsdvrtion of places
of *onhip rcmss Pakistan;

() subject o any rtlcvanl law' rulcs, rlguldiois and policy, prticip.rr
in Fcc.dinsi involving violrtion of ridts of minoritirs, Morc r
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civil sciety forum or polic€ or a cou4 by becoming a party to such

Prcc€€din8s;

(k) subj€ct to law, a member of the Cornmission or eny peEoD

authorized by it may visit any police st tion,jeil or any other plac.
of detcndon'und€r thc crntrol of tie Covemrnent or its rgEnoics,

wherc convicts, undcr trial prison€.q or detainees being minorities
are lodged or detained lo ascertain l€gality of such detentioi and

rccommend appropriate legal measures to the concemed adloritiB
if so rEquircd;

(l) sponsor, initiate, encounge and undenake studies, research and

other necessa4/ inkrventions for ,n lysis of the issues faced by
minoritiG, and male appropriate recommendations to th€
Goricmm€nt for empowerment; progrcss and developrrert ofd€6€
cofifiunities;

(rn) subject to law, saek and receive information, dats 6nd documants
roEarding inorities communities, from rclevant depaftnent in th€
course ofperformanc€ of its functions;

(n) orgsnizE consultetlons, dialogues and seminars, with civil ssiety
groups, sctors ad othe. similar institutioos f6 promotiflg
awareDess on issues of minorhies, in*itutional saftSusd available
for their paotectio[ and proposing a way forwad to the Govemment
in these mrnels;

(o) monitor implementation status ofminorities rights, judgments an4
whcN nccrssary, seek guidsnce of indulgence and support ofhigher
judiciary to cfiectively derl with any bdlcrEcl$;

(p) subjcct to tho releva law, rccommend to the conc.med audioriti€s
to rcmove eny discriminatory, hate ,nat€rial or oth€r divisivc
content appearing on sociol mcdia,lvhich is aimcd at any minorities
in P6kistan and to take apprcpriate action underthe law agairst the
publisheE ard crEalo6 of sud matedal;

(q) submit speca.l reDorts to th. Majlis-c-Shoorr (Parlirnont) through
the Govcmoetrt otr any mattcr pertaitriDg to mino.iti€s end in
particulrr tte challenges encountercd by th€m;

G) tak€ part h lntemalional forums ard interacl with Hun fl Rights
exp€rts across $e globe;
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(s) take special measures for integration ofall groups among minorities
including Dalit and scheduled caste to promote solidarity and
eliminate mcial discrimination and recommend policy measures for
social emancipation;

(t) investigation and inquiry in respect of any incid€nt of violation of
rights ofminorities envisaged under this Act;

(u) the Commission shall monitor and prepare independ€nt fact finding
reports on Human Rights issues and shall submit to the
Govemment for action: and

(v) carry out such other functions related or incidental to the above
ftnctions as the Commission may consider necessary for promotion
and protection ofthe nghts ofminorities under this AcL

13. Advice of th€ Commission.-The Fedeml Govemment and
Provincial Govemments may reier to the Commission for opmion any issue
deemed appropriate relatingto the functrons ofthe Commission.

14. Firercisl end legrl support for rehabilitation.-Notwitistanding
anj4hing contained in other law for the time being enforce, the Federal
Govemment shall allocate adequate rehabilitation fund to the Commission for
extending finaflcial and legal aid to the victims offte minority communities.

15. Administrrtive rDd linoncial powerc of the CoEmission.-{1)
The Commission shall enjoy administrative and financial autonomy as per

applicable laws.

(2) The Commission shall have powers to re-appropriate, in the manne.
as may be prescribed by regulations, funds from one head of account to another
head of account and to sanction expenditure on any item from u/ithin the

allocarcd budget.

(3) The Chairperson shall be the chief executive officer of tie
Commission and also its pnncipal accounting officer-

16. Procedure of meeting ofth€ Commissiotr,-{l) The Commission
shall regulate its own prgcedure in the manner prescribed by .egulations.

(2) The Commission shall meet at least on quarterly basis or whenever
a need so a.rises.

(3) Notic€ for the meeting either at the direction ofthe Chairp€rson or
when so request€d by one-third of the Commission's total strength shall b€
issued, along with agend4 at least ten days before the date ofmeeting.
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(4) The quorum for meetirgs shall be one-half of tfie Commission's
total existing strength, including any members joining through modem
techniques like vidco link confcrencing.

(5) No decision of the Commission shrll be v.lid unless taken by a
majority of the total membeB pr€sent and vothg:

Provided that where an issue or matter pe.tains to a particular mircrity,
no decision of the Commission shall be valid unless the members b€lonBinS to
that minority commuDity arc part of the session of the Commission in which such
a d€.ision is taken.

(6) In the event ofa tiq the person chairing the ieeting shall have a
casting vote.

(7) The Chairp€rson may invite to th. Commission's rDeeting sny
persons u,hose opinion or experi€nce he deems appropriate to seek conc€min8 a
matter brought before the Commission for discussioq decision or rcview. Any
such person shall not be entitled to vote.

(8) All orders and decisions of the Commission sfiall be authenticrted
by the S€cretffy or any other omcer ofthe Commission duly autho.iz€d by the
Chairperson in this behalf.

17. Vrcrnq, rot to irvalidrt€ pmc€ding! of Commi$ior.-No act
or proceedings ofthe Commission shall be invalid me.ely by reason of existing
ofa vacancy in or defect in constitution of the Corhmission.

18. Eaecutive ComEittee of th€ ComEicrion.{l) The Commission
shrll constih.rte an executive committee comprising thc Chairpcrson, two
members to be elcclei by tie Commission and Sccretary of the Commission.

(2) The executive committee constituted under suEsectiou (t) shall
perform such functions as may be prescribed by regulations and as may tr
assigDed by the commission.

19. AppoiDtEent of suhcodDitteer of the Commissiotr.-{t) The
Commissiod may constitute suucommitt€es comprising of its memb€rs,
including Chairpe6on and may aefer to them any mstter for consideration-

(2) The Commission rnay as it thinks lrt connituE an €xpert or
advisory commitree, poss€ssing a special knowl€dge, Ehich shall fix ar
honorarium for services ofthe expera from the designated furrd.

(3) The sub-committees constituted und€r sub-seclion (2) shall be need

based and time bound.
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CHAPTER-IV

POWERS OF THE COMMISSION

20. Itquiry into coEphiots.-{l) The Commission, while inquiring
into th€ complaints ofviolations ofminorities' rights, may call for information or
report from the Govamment or any other authority or organization subordioate
thercto, within such time as may be specified by it:

Provided that ifthe information or report is not rEc€ived within tic time
stipulated for the purpose, the Commission may pmceed to inquire into the
complaint on its own.

(2) Whhout prejudic€ lo.n),thrng containcd in sub-.s€ction (l), if tfie
Commission considers it necessary, havrng regard to narure of the complaint, it
may initisG an inquiry witfiout cslling for any information or report.

(3) lfal any stage ofthe inquiry, the CommissiorF

(a) considers it necessary to inquire into thc conduct of any p€rson;or

(b) is ofrhe opinion that the reputation of any person is likely to be
prejudicia.lly affected by rhe inquiry, il shall give to that person a
rersonable opportunity of being heard and to produce €videnc€ in
his defence:

Provided that nothrng in this suEs€ction shall apply where the
credit ofa witness is being imp€ached.

21. PoweB of the Cohmirsion relatirg to inquiri6.-{l) The
Commission shall, while inquiring into complaints under this Act, have all the
powers ofa civil coun trying a suit undcr the Code ofCivil Procedure, l90t (Act
V of 190E), in r$pect ofthe following matters, namely-

(a) summoninS and enforcing the attendance ofwitnesses aad examine
them on oath;

(b)

(c)

(d)

requiring discovery and production of d@umcnts;

,eceiving evidence on afEdavits;

rc4uisitioning any public record or copy thereof from any coui or
office; and

(e) issuing commission for the examinrtion ofwitnesses or documents.
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(2) The Commission shall have power to-requi.e any persorL subj€ct to
any privilege u,hich may b€ claimed by ther person to fumish informarion on
such points oa nulllets &s in opinion of the Commission may bG useful for o.
r€leva lo th€ subj€ct matter ofrhc inquiry.

(3) The Commission may trke any of the followin& ?unongst others,
steps upon the completion ofan inquiry held underthis Act, namcly:-

(a) wherE thc inquiry discloses violation of minorities' ridts o.
neghgence in pr€vertion of violation of mino.ities' rights by a
public sqvant, it mey recommend to the concemed Govemment or
authority lhe initiation ofproceedings for pros€cution or such other
action as the Cornmission may de€m fit against the concemed
person or persons;

(b) rEcommend to tle concemed Govemment or a.uthority fo. the ga-nt
ofsuch unmediate interim reliefto the victim or the members ofhis
family as the Comrnisslon may consider ncc€sss5/;

(c) Fovde a copy of the inquiry reF,o( ro the accused .nd complainant
or his representAtive;

(d) the Commissiotr shall send a copy of lts inquiry teport togedter with
its recommcndations to the conc€med Covelnment or aurhority
which shall, within a period of one month or such fu(her timc as
the Commission may allow, submit its rEply indicating th€ action
taken or proposed to ba talcn to implement dre recommendations oI
nezrM,ns vr'hy these crtnnot or should not be implemenl€d; or

(e) the Commission shall publish its inquiry report togerher with irs
recommerdalioDs alld the rcply of the Covcrnmcnt or authority
thereto, and place the same on its website.

(4) The Commission nay rEcommend any disciplinery action to the
coftpelent authority atainst any person or employee, as the cas€ nay be, on non-
compliance ofthe order of the Commission under this Act.

22. SLtemert Eade to the Commission-Any staternent made by a
person while giving evidence before Ihe Commission shall not subject him to, or
be us€d against him, in ally civil or criminal procecdinB except prosecution for
giving false evidencc.

23. Prol€ctitrg witnds ideDtity.-Wlerc the Commilsion considers it
necessary to protect the identity of a Person who hss mrde e complaint or
fumished or pmpos€s to firmish informarion o. producrd or proposes to ptoduca
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a documenr or given or proposes to give evidence or made or proposes to male a
submission lo the Commission or to a pqson acting for or on behalf of the
Commission, it may give direclions prohibitrnB th€ disclosure of th€ identity of
such person:

Provided that iflhe Commission is sa(isfied ftat such person, his family,
friends or associates are at risk of any kind ot serious harm in the case of
disclosure ofhis identity, it msy givc directrons lbr thcir prolection:

Provided further lhat such dirEclioDs may, wherc appropriate, include
directions for giving rcquisite physical prolection, s€cu.ity of employment,
protection ofprivacy and securinS human flghts olsuch person.

24. Council of lhe ComDis3ior.-<l) fhere shall be a Council to be
established under this Act. The Council shall exercis€ all poweas, perform all
functions, do all acts and things $hich assi8ned lo it by lhe Commission.

(2) The Co'rncil shall consist of the following eighteen members fiorn

(a) three members from llindus out of$hich two fiom scheduled caste;

(b) thrre members from Chrrshans;

(c) one member ftom Sikhs,

(d) one member from Bahai;

(e) one membe. from th€ Parsce Community;

(f) two Muslim members who are human rights baokground;

(g) one rcpresentative f.on each Provincial Huma-n Rights or
Minorities AIIairs Departmenrs; and

(h) one minority member from Islamabad Capital Territory.

(3) The members of th€ council shall be appointed by the Prime
Minister on the recommendations oI the Commission on such terms and
conditions as may be prescribed.

(4) The tenure ofthe members other than the ex-olricia members shall
be for three years.

(5) The Council shall perform such powers and exercise such firnctions
as assigned to it by thc Commissron from time to t)me.
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CIIAPTER.V

TUNDS, FINANCE, ACCOUNTS AN'D AIIIIIT

25. Nariotrd ComDi$iotr for Mitroritirs f utrd.-{l) Therc shall be
creat€d a fund to be lno\f,n as thc Nstional Commissiofl for Minorities Fund
which shall vest in thc Commission and shall be uscd by the Commission to meer
charges in connection with its functions under this AcI.

(2) The followirB shall b€ thc sourc.s of rhe Fund, crested under sub-
section (l), namely:-

(a) Fedeml Govemmef,t shall allocate specific amount of money fol
the commission in each financial year 6nd it shall not be necesssD/
for the commission to takc tha prior approval ftom the govemment
lo spend such allrtted money for tha approved and specific

Purposes;

O) donations, c.ntributions or Srants made by thc Provincisl
Govemments;

(c) domtions, if any, made by pivate individuals, national ind
intcmational institutions and other Covemments; and

(d) incame from investnent made by the Commission

(3) There shall be a separate account maintained at I schedul€d bark
for meeting routine expenses of the Commission out of the Fund in the manner as
may be prescribed in the re8ulations.

(4) The provisions ofthc Public Finance Maiag€ment Act, 2019 shaU
apply to the Commission.

26. Erpcriliaure to bc ch.rg.d otr lh. Futr+-The following
exp€nditues shall b€ charS€d to the Fund, nam€ly:-

(a) experditure lawfully incun€d by the Commission, relsdng to
remuneEtion of its members, cmployccs, advis€rs rnd consultants,
including legal fces and othcr costs;

ft) expenses, clsts or exp€ndifure incurrod or occ€pt€d by the
Cornmission in p€rformercc of its fudioDs or in e)(erEis€ of its
POV'€rS UndCr this ACt;

(c) prchrsint or hiring of accommodation, cquipmcnt machiDery,
repair and maintenance thereof and aay other work or undertating
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in the couse ofperformance ofils [unclions or in the exercise ofits
powers under this Act; and

(d) rEpayment ofany financial liabili(ies

27- Accorrts rDd audit.-{l)'Ihe Commission shall maintaitr proper
accounts and other relevant records and prepare an annual stetement ofaccounts
in such a form as may be prescribed in accordance *'ith the provisiors ofAnicles
169 and 170 ofrtre Constitution.

(2) The Chairp€rson shall be the princrpal accounting ollicer of th€
Commission. The accounts oflhe Commission shall be audited by the Auditor-
General at such intervals as may be specified by him.

(3) The Auditor-General and aay person appointed by him in
connection with the audia ofthe accounts oflhc Commission under this Act shall
have the same rights and privileges and the authoriry in connection with the audit
of Governmenl's accounb and in particular shall have the right to demand the
production of books, accounts, connccted vouchers, other related documents and
papers, and to insped any of the offices ofthe Commission.

(4) The accounts ofthe Commission, as certified by the Audit-General
or any othe. person appointed by him in this behalf, together with the audit report
thereon shall be forwarded annually [o the Federal Govemment by the
Commission, and the Federal Govemment shan cause the audit repon to b€ laid,
as soon as may te after it is received, before both Hous€s ofth€ Majlis-€-Shoora
(Parliament).

CIiAPTER-}'I

N{ISCELLA}{EOUS

2t. Atrnual and o(her reporls.-<l) The Commissron shall, erch year,
prepare bi-antrUal rEports 8ivin8 a true and full account of lhe Commission's
activfties duting the preaious finencialycar along with any recommendations.

(2r l'he Chairp€rson shall presenr the reporl to the President. The
Commission shall simuluneously fomrard copies of the Eport to the
Covomment. fie report shall also be tabled in the Parliament for considemtion.

(3) The Commission may at any time prepare spocial rEports on any
matrers \rdich in its opitrion are ofpanicular urgency or impoftance.

(a) The Federal Govemment shall, within three months of receipt of
arnual report ard within one month of receipt of any special r€port, callse these
reports to be laid beforc each House of the Majlie€-shoora (Parliement) along
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with a memorandum indicating th€ action lrken or proposDd to be t l(Gn on thc
recodrmendations of lh€ CoEmision and r€rsons for non-implementrtion of thc
r€€oBmcndalions, if my,

(5) ln crse of non-ac,c€ptlncr of ary rcmmEendetions, dre Federal
Govlinmert shall inform Ihr Comdissiotr of itr rcasons lhqeof

(O The Commission sha.ll, after presentation to thc P.esidgnt un&r
sub-section (2), plac€ the amual report ard special rcports or its official webEite
for information ofgeoeal public.

29. Chllrpcrro!, Eenben ud emplol,ccr of thc Corrmi!.frrr to bc
public lervalt!.-Thc Chairpe{soq members and employees of the Commission
shall be deemed to b€ public scrvants \f,ithin tfie h€rning of scction 2l of the
Pakistan Peral code (Act x]-v of I E60),

30. R.Errr or hforDrti{rr.-Th€ Commission shall fumish to thc
Federal Goveramelt such refurns or other infomalion with respeat to its
activities as the Fcdcral Gov€mmGtrt may, from time to ti q rEquirE. r

31. IH.grtior of Dorerr.-fhe Commission mry, by notifrc{tiotr in
the oftioial Crzrttc, delegstr sucl of is powes as d€emed rc.rsr.ry to a
standing committee or a member.

32. hd.Dnlay.--+{o suit or sny other Fooocding shall lic igein$ tfic
commissiorl ChrirD€rsoq membcr or emplolrce of tic Comni&siotr for anlhing
which is dorrc in good faitl in pursu.nc€ ofthis Act or th. rule3 or regulations
EEde thercund.r or by or undcr tte aulhority ofthe Commission.

33. Powcr to E.t L+-{1) Tha Coflmission shrll, within six
motrtbs of tlle cofimcncencnt of this Act and with thc spproval of the F€drfsl
Govcmment rnske rulcs for carrying out tfie purposcs ofthis Act.

34. Pot?.r ao Drk EguhtioD!,<l) The cornDission E[y, with
rpproval of tbe Fcderal Govcrament atrd bJ, notiEcation in thc ofrcirl Gszlt ,
mak rcgulstions for the conduct of its intemal business, includitrg .fficiently ard
effectivcly organizing 8nd maDaging its rcsourD€s and its adnrinistsativc,
operrtional lDd other functions undcr II s Act.

(2) In panicular aIld without prcjudica to g.oe.atity of thc foregoing
powe6, thc regulations may provide for all or any of the following matter6,
nam€ty:-

(e) tedns and coiditions of seoicc of offic.ers aDd other saff including
th€L sa.laries and allowarc.s; '
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(b) the fo.m in which the annual statement of accounts is to be
preparcd ud€r this Acq and

(c) sny o(h€r matter yhich has to b€, or may be, prcscribcd by
rctulationr unde. this Act.

35. Po'er to rcEove dificultrd"-If a dimcufty cris€s in giving
effeat to atry provision ofthis Act the Federal Oovemment may, within I period
not cxcr€ding two yc,Is of the commeflc€ment of this Aot and by order in
writing publishod in the officisl Gazette, mske such prcvision as may .pp.!r to it
to be necessary for removing the difficulty.

TAHIR HUSSAIN,
Seeewy Gqerul.

PNIXTED BY IIIE M/\NAO€& IaNTDIC COI.POI4TION OF D^IISIAN PRI5q I;LII{AB D,
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