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WHEREAS, it is crpediett to regulite the quality rspects of
rgroch€micslq egricultural produce, plants, animalg and products brscd
thereon used es food, feed or otherwisc being exportcd to or import€d from
other counH€s in accordtucc wilh tte r@ognj',d saDitlry ald
phytos$dgrry meesrires or qurlity stand.ards ard to iltilitrts internedonet

!a{" aaa iaterlrovinclal Eade thereof on competidve basts in the light of
domesdc needs rEd internadonal comuritrDents;

CHAPTER...i I
PRELIMINARY

-- l. Short titlg ertent rnd commencement._ (t) This Act shall be
called the Nati,onal Agri-trddc ad Food Safety Aut[ority 

'*qZOZA.

(2) It exEads to the whole ofpakistan.

(3) It shall come into force ar oncc-

, 2. DeliBitio[s. -Itr this Act, unless the.rc is anyrhiag rcpuguot in
the subjcct or context 

-
(r) 

-adrlterated pesticidel mcars a pesticide wi& which
spurious, deleterious or harmful substanccias bcea mixed or which
f dl_tly or oainly incffective for tbe prrpose for which it is
intende4

(ii) 
-Advisory Comrnirecl means.. thc commitee constinrrcd
uader sectioa l0;

(iii) 
-Agricultral -productl ipslurles all produce of agiculnne
ortrorticulhle, for6t, and plaots, all producs of geoetic {ucncing
1nf"ry"ISq singte-cell p*t"irs, ait pro&rcts"J Uioe.i_ofog|
intcuded fur use food or ieed aad aU good relded Llooa or arint

. wholly or patly manufired ho* *y l;tt p.ao."; 
- -

(iv) -agrcchemicats includcs pesticidcs, gourth
regulalors, pheromones, kairamoneq g.o'*& irhilibr., ruraot,
repellents, rodenticides, miticides, ei.ciuding f"rtiiir"* or micro-nutients, DNA based chemicals usea for traJeaUnitf,

(v) 
-animal means a living thing that is not a hurna.n or plaaq



I,ART I] THE GAZETTI] OF PAKISI'AN, T']X]'RA., JAN, I2, 2026 1'.79

(v0

(vii)

(viii)

(ix)

-animal 
products means an5dhing originating or made, whether in

whole or in part, from an animal or from a carcass and includes

blood- boocs" bone marrow, casings, dairy products, eggs, honey.

fag foodstufh of animal origirL hair, hides, homs, hooves'

hormones, and their biological preparatiors, offal, seed materials

for research purposes, semen, ova and embryos, skin, tendons,

viscera, wool and any other substance of animal origin excluding
germinal products. biological products and pathological material as

may be specified;

-Appellate Committec means the Committee constinrted under

this Act;

-Authority means the National Agi-u'ade and Food Safety

Authority (NAFSA) established under this Act;

-authorized 
ofiicer means an officer nominated by the Authority

under this Act for exercising powers and performing firnctions in

accordance with the provisions of this Act and the ruIes and

regulations made thereuadeE

-Board mears lhe Board of Govemors constituted under this Act;

-business 
operator means a tratural or legal person registered with

the Authority under this Act;

-certificate 
means the certificate of quality and sanitary and

phytosanitary (SPS) compliance, animal health certificate, or any

itn". ."ttin"ut" issued by lhe authorized officer to the business

operator confirming compliance with the provisions of this Act;

-Chairperson 
means Chairperson of the Board;

-{ompartment fircans ao animal sub-population contained in

one or^ more premises under a common biosecurity maflagement

.ryt". *i f, .iistinct health stahrs witb respect to a specific animal

ai."rr" o. diseases for which surveillance, control and biosecurity

*"**o Ur"" U"en applied for the purpose of international Fade;

-Complaint 
Resolution Committee means the complaint resolution

committee constituted under this Act;

(x)

(xr)

(rii)

(xiii)

(xiv)

(xv)
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(xvi)

(xvii)

(xviii)

(xix)

(xx)

(xxi)

(xxiD

(a)

(b)

(c)

(xxiii)

(xxiv)

-crop includes all agricultural or horticultural crops and all
kees, bushes, herbs, sbrubs, grass, plants, mots, fungi and algae
grown for comrnercial or recreational purposes;

-Departrnent means Aninal euarantine Departnent and
Department of Plant Protection;

-Director General means the director general of the Authority
appointed under this Act;

-disease means suffering ftom or carying any iofectious or
contagious dis€ase or such disease os o".y b" ieclared by the
Federal Govemment ftom time to time by noiification in the official
Gazette;

-feed means animal fecd. including hay, roughage, concentrate
or any other subsance used for feeding ahimals; 

- -

-flormulation means the combination of various
ingredients designed to render the product usefirl and effective for
the purpose claimed and for rhe envisaged mode ofapplication.

-food rnsan5 any substance, whether processed. semi_processed
or raw, which is intended for human gons,,mption and includcs
liquid and arry substance which has been used in the maaufactuing,
preparation or teatment offood excluding

medicinal producls within the meaning of the Drue Resulatorv

tobacco and tobacco products; dnd

narcotic or psychotrepic substances;

-food safety means safegr mea.srues tpken by the Federal
uovem-trrent to ensure that food htended for export or import
complies with applicable SpS standards;

-pools mgaus agriculhual produc! agro_chemicals, animal,
animal . products, plan! fsh, fish prodicts, f""J, ?J 

""Apesticides;

-grade designation means the grade designation prescribed asindicativc of the quality ofanyproducq

(xxv)
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(xxvi) 
-grade designation mark- means a mark prEscribed as representing
a particular grade designation;

lxxvii) -harmfut organisml means any liviqg stage of arry or all insects,

mites, nematodm, prolozoa, stugs, snails, or otlEr invertebrate

animals, firngi, bacteri4 parasitic plants, virus or reproductive parts

thermf, or any pattrogen. weed, rodenl or other plant and animat

organism which may, directly or indircctly, injure or cause disease

to any plant or r.,i'nal species;

l8r

(xxviii)

(xxix)

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)

(xxx)

-hazafi meaas a biological, chcmical or physical agent including
bio-identical or synthetic hormoncs with the potential to causc an

adverse effect on food safety, animal health or plant health and

inctudes bio-identical or $/othetic hormones;

-intemational 
standards, guidelines and rccommendations shalt

lrc,lude, iuer-alia,-

for food safety, thc standards, guidelines and recommendatiors
csbblished ty +he Cod-^x AlimenErius. Crcmrnission;

for animal health and zoonoses, the standards. guideiines and

racomrnen&tions devclopcd under the auspices of the World
Organization for Animal Health (WOAII);

for plant healttL the futerhational sratrdards- guidelincs and

recommendations developed under the arspices of the Secretariat of
the Ioternational Plant Protection Conven6on (IPPC) in cooperation

with regional organizations operating within the framework of the

(IPPc);

for testing laboratories, the general requirements for the
compercnce ofcalibration and testing laboratories laid down in ISO

Standar<l 17025 ofthe Iotemational Standards Organization; ald

for matters not covered above, appropriate standards, guidelines,

and recommeadatioos adopted by other rcIevant intcmational

organizations;

--invasive 
aliea species meals plants' animals or other organisms

l.hat cause signi{icant harm to the environmcnt' economy human

hcalth, where those are not native;

(xxxr)
-maximum 

residue limit or -MRL means the maximum

concentration ofa residue that is legally permitted or recognized ir
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acceptable in or on a food or agdcultur,r[ commodigt or animal
feedsnrff;

(xxxii) 
-norninaled 

deparlment means department or any legal entity in
the provinces nominated by the provhcial Govemment;

(xrxiir) *notifiable auimal disease means the aninral diseases of national
and international concern, that must be reported to the veterinary

authoriry within a defrned tioe frame when suspected by owners,

vets or laboratories;

(xxxiv)
-offrcial control mea[s programmts, processes, procedures or
mechanisms developed by the Authority for the purpose of
implementing the SPS measures and clatrol of pathogenic agents,

harmful organisms, pests, pesticides or diseases as prescribed under
the regulations;

(xxxv) 
-person 

means a nahrral or artificial person and may include a
companyi firm, association of persons, authority, or any other body
corporate;

(xrxvi) -pest means any species, srrain or biotype of plant, admal
or pathogenic agent injurious to plants aud plant products, materials
or environments and includes vectors of parasites or pathogens of
human and animal disease and animats causing public hsalth
nuisance;

(xxxvii)
-pesticides 

means ary substance or rnixhle of substalces used or
represented as a means for preverrting deshoyin& repelling,
mitigating or controlling, directly or indirectly or a[y harmful
organism;

(xxxviii)
-placed on the market means the holding or displaying for sale,
offering for sale, selling, delivering or any other form of ptacing on
the markeq and retail and wholesale kzrde;

(xxxix) -plant means all species of plants, crops, or parts thereof,
whether living or dea4 including stems, branches, tubers, bulbs,
coms, stocks, bud-wood, cunings, layers, slips, suckers, roots,
aquatic algaq leaves, flowers, fruits and seeds;

(xl) 
-points of enky atrd -points of exit mean any sea porl airport,

dry-pod or land routes respectivel;7 declared by the Federal
Govemment desigmted for the import or export of any goods;
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(rli) 
-prescribed means prescribed by rule or regulations made under
this Acti

(xlii) --quality means conformity to prescribed requirement or
spetification of 4product or service;

(xliii) 
-quaiantine facility means a site or premises provided or apptoved

by the Authority for the isolation and examination of goods
intended for import or export;

(xliv) 
-sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) measure means measrlres to be

prescribed by rules and implemented to-

(a) protect human life or health or environment from risb arising from
harmful organisms carried by animats, plalts or products based
thereon, or from the eotry, establishment or spread of harmfid
organisms including invasive atien speciesg

(b) protect animal or plant life or heatth from risks arising from the
enhy; establishment or.spread oFharmful organisms;

(c) protect human, animal or plant life or health from risks arising ftom
additives, coltaminants, residues of pesticides and veterinary drugs.
toxins oi disease-causing organisms in food and feed; or

(d) prevent or limit other damage from the entry, etablishment or
spread of harmfut organisms including alien invasive species via
trade and comrnerce in protlucts to which this Act applies.

(xlv) 
-Scientific Comminee mearis the comminee constituted under this

Act;

(xlvi) 
-scientific advice means the advice rendered by the scientific

committee based on scientific evidence and knowledge rmder this
Act;

(xlvii) 
-sub-standard 

when used with reference to a pesticide, means any
pesticide the skength or purity of which falls below the professed
standard or quality which is expressed on its label or under which it
is sold or a pesticide any valuable ingredient of which has been

wholly or partially extractedl

(xlviii) -WOAH means -World Organization of Animal
Health previously known as 

-Office 
lntemational des Epizooties

(OIE) an
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intergovemmental organization and global authority on animal
hcalth.

(xtix) 
-zone means a defined part of a territory contaidng an atimal

subpopulation with a distinct health stah[ with respect to a speeific
animal disease or diseases for whicb surveillance, control aod
biosecurity measures have been applied for the purpose of animal
disease prevention, control or eradication and international hade.

CIIAPTER II
ESTABLISHMENT AND MANAGEMENT

3. Establishment of the Authority.{1) Upon the commencernent
of this Acq therc shall be astablished an authority to be trown as the National
Agri-tradc aDd Food Safety Authority (TIAFSA) to cary out the pu4roses of this
Acf.

(2) The Authority shal[ be a body corporate, having perpetual
succession aud a common seal with power, to enter iDto contracts, acquire, hold
and dispose of property, both movable and irnmovabte, and to sue and be sued in
its name-

(3) The headquarters of the Authority shall be at Islamabad and it may
establish such other places in Pakistan as it may deem necessary.

4- Board of Governors--{l) The general superintendence, policy
direction- oversigh! and all matters pertaining to the policy and admiuistr-ation of
the Authority shall vest in the Board. The Board shall consist of a Chairperson
and the following members who shal[ be appointed by the Prime Minister for a
term of three years, namely :-

(a) six members who are Secretarie.s of the department concemed with
the affairs of Agricqlhrre or livesrock Departments in the Punjab,
Sindh, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan, Azad Jammu aad
Kashmir and Gilgit-Bahistan;

(b) one representative each, not below the rank ofAdditional Secretafy
ftom division corrcerned ryith the affairs of national food security
and research, climate change, commerce, science and technology
and finance;

(c) two female members with expertise in food safety, food
technology, public healrh, agronomy, or a related fietd;

(d) hvo members ftom academia or resear:h organizations; and



(e) tkee members, one each front--

(t) plant related trading xsociations;

(ii) ammal trading associatious; and

(iii) the Federation of Patistan Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FPCC!.

(2) Ihe Chairpenon shall be a person known for his integity and

eminence having experience of not less than twelve years in a$y relevant field
including food safety, food technology, public health, agronomy, animal health,
trade and economics or a related field.

(3) 'Ihe Director General of the Authority shall serve zs zt u-olJicio'
member ofthe Board, having no right to vote, and shall act as the secretary of the
Board.

(a) fte members, other han ex-olfi.b membe\ shali be appointed on
such terms and condifions as may be deternu'ned -by the.Prime |v{inister. No
penon shall be appointed as a member of the Board for more then two
consecutive term.

(5) The Chairperson or a member, other than rhe ex-oJfcio members,
may in writing addressed to the Prime Minister, resign from his office.

(6) The Frime Minister may remove the Chairperson or any member
from office if they are found incapabte of discharging their duties due to lack of
interes! non-performance, or upon conviction by a court oflaw.

(7) The Chairperson or any member, other than an *-olJicio member,
shall be deemed to have vacated their office if they are absent without prior
intimation o the Board from mors than tkee consecutive meetings of the Board.

5. Functions and powen of the Authority.{) The Authority shall

carry out its functions, mmely:-

(i) develop, apply and achieve compliance with SPS measures in
. relation to import, export and intel-regional trade of Soods taking

intp account intemational standards, guidelines and

recommendationS;
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(ii) adopt and administer all acts already raken by the Federal

Government with regard to SPS meas'.rres in relation to imports,
exports, and inter-regional trade ofgoods;

(iii) register any busincss opemtor if not already registered with any

other authority or government sntity in such manner as may be
prescribed;

(rv) easure compliance with SPS standards by business operators

tkough a system ofo{Iicial controls, which it may carry out at any
stage ofprcparation ofgoods meant for export;

(v) ensure compliance by business operators with b:ack and trace or
marking and grade designation requirements ofgoods;

(vi) register and regulate formulation plants in such marurer as may be
prescribed;

(vii) implement inspection and quarantine ccntrols at points of entry and
points ofexit with regard to import and export ofgoods;

(viii) constitute sub-committees as required for carqring out the purposes
of this Act;

(ix) regulate, prohibit and restrict the import or expot ofgoods likely to
in&oduce harmful organism, invasive species, or diseases to any
other goods or humans, as per the prescribed mechanism;

(x) iszuing and cancel regiskation or other certificates and licenses for
activities requiring certificates or licenscs under this Act;

(xi) supervising aqd monitorirrg business operators regarding SPS
compliance, food safety and quality standards;

(xii) coordinate with Provincial Govemrnents to implement SPS
measures for the production, transportaiion, storagg and marketing
of goods intended for export from Palistan, as well as for related
purposes under this Act;

(xiii) prepare and implement national crisis management plans for the
control of risks regarding the application of SPS measures with the
coordination of the relevant Provincial authorities on such terms
and conditions as may be prescribed;

(xiv) nominate, noti$, or esrablish rhe accredired testing laboratories;
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(xv) submit all mandatory or voluotary documentatiou or reporting to

the international bodies, convention, associations or organizations;

(xvi) management and administration ofbiosecurity measures applicd to
zones and compartnents for the purposes ofcxport certirrcation;

(*"ii) conduct official veterinary diagnostic tests and analysis, issuance of
tcst results and intemational veterinary cenificates for the purposes

of international notifications of notifrable animal diseases or the

export of Goods;

(xviii) represent Pakistan in bilateral regional and intemational forums
relatcd to interoational tade in mimals and adElal products;

(xix) intemational coordination and market access negotiations for export
and import of goods including animals and animal Products;

(xx) prot€ction ofendalgered areas and desigrration, rnaintenanca and

surveillauce ofpest fiee areas and arcas of low pest prevelance.

(2) In performiog its functions and exercising its powers as set out in
sub-section (l), the Authority may-

(i) engage in any study or project relating to any matter under this Act
and in conjunction with other authorities, intemational agencies or

organizations;

(ii) levy such charges and fees for the performanc.e of is functions in
such maaner as may be prcscn-bed;

(iii) determine a service skucture approPriate to the functions and

appoint such officers and eanployees, advisors, consultants, experts

or scieotists as required necessary on such terms and conditions as
' rnay be presctibod;

(iv) approve annual budget estimates for'the submission to the Federal

Govor8metrq

(v) receive and manage proPcrly, incomq grants, contributioni made to

it, raise loans atrd to invest any fund representing such Property,
grants, bequ€sE, tusts, gifu, donations, endowments or

contibutions in accordance with applicable laws;

(vi) hotd traini-ng programmes, national and intemational conferences'

policy semina:rs, syrrposig or awareness workshops or any other

activity deemed necessary for promoting the SPS measures;
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(vii) coaduct studies, surveys, exPerimetrts and'analysis of data for

apptication ofthe SPS measures in intemational trade;

(viii) work to secure and sustah market accrss for goods govemed under

this Act, and ensuring their unrestricred and continuous movement

within domestic and intemational markets atrd approve digital

hansaction and guarantee for syttem generated certificate, as the

case may be;

(ix) impose pcnalty or fircs; aud

(x) perform any other function and deal with rnatters and things that

may be necessary or incidental thereto for the fulftlment of its

functioru under this Act or may be assigned to it by the Fedeml

Govemment, from time to time.

(3) The Authority may entrust or outsource any of its functions to a

pason, authority, agencJ or company through a conract arrangeme[t, on such

terms and conditions as may be mutually agreed.

6. Delegation.-The Authority may delegate any of its powers and

functions uuder rhi< Act to the Director General or aay authorized officer, except

section 42, under this Act, subject to such conditions as may be prescribcd'

?. Meetings of the Board.{l) The Board shall me€t quarterly or as

ofren as is expedie to perform its functions or on the specific advice of the

Federal Govemment.

(2) The Chairperson, ald in his absence, atry other rnember elected by
the members present at a meeting, shall preside thc meeting of the Authority.

(3) The quorum ofa meeting of the Board shall be simple majority of
the total membership, including the Chairperson and a representative ftom the

Ministry ofNational Food Security and Research.

(a) A me+ing of the Authority shatl be hetd in such maoner as may be
prescribe( and until so provided, as may be deoem ned by dre Authority.

(5) No act or proceeding of the Board or its committees shall be

deemed invalid solely due to any vacancy or defect in &eir constitution.

L Director General{l) The Fedcral Govemment sha[, by
notification in the ollicial Gazette, appoint a person as Director General on such
terms and conditiors as may. be prescribed by rulas, for a tcrm of three ye{s. The
Dirccor General may be reappointed for another term for three years.
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(2) The Director General shall be the Chief Executive Officer of tbe
Auttrority and shall be responsible for the day to day administration ofthe afairs
of fte Authority and shall exercise such po$ers and functions as may be
prescribed or assip:red to him by the Authority.

9. Scientifrc Commiftee.{l) There shall ba a scientitic commitsee
of tre Authority which shall be responsible for rendering scientific or technical
aduice on ma[ers reftxrcd by the Board or the Director General.

(2) The Board shall establish operatioml guidelines for the Scientific
Commitee.

(3) The scientific committee shall comprise of a minimum of fifteen
(15) eminent scientists fiom the public and private sector who shall bc appointed
by the Authoriry for a term of thre€ years on such terms and conditions as may be
prescribed.

(a) The Authority shall appoint the convener of the scientific
committee &om amongst its members,

(5) tf a subject requiring advice fiom the Scientific Committee falls
oulside the expertise of iE members, the Scientinc Comrnittee may recommend
to the Board or the Dkectot General that the matter be referred to any other
committee established under this AeL

(6) The Board or the Director General as the case may be, shall take
ino account ttre scieutific advice, which shall be binding only with respect to the
issues specifically refened by the Board.

(7) The Scietrtific Commi6ee'may, on its own initiative, provide
technical or scientific advice to the Board or the Director General:

Provided that such advice shall not be binding on the Board or the

Director Ceneral.

10. Advisory Commiftees,{1) The Board shall establish as many
Advisory committees as it deems appropriate for various trades and subjects and

shall be responsible for improving the existing SPS sendards, monitoring
maximum residual limits (MRIJ) ofpesticides and other chemicals, assessing the

storage and post-harvest losses, improvement in farm practeices, transPortation,

inter-regional trade of goods, prordding training and awareness, provincial
coordination or and carrying out any other functions as directed by the Authoriry.

(2) The Board shall establish the operational guidelines for the

advisory committces.
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(3) The advisory coruni8ee shall comprise of represenadves of the
Federal and proviocial govemmcnh, experts in rhe sdject area and relevent
stakeholders from public aad private sector.

(4) The Board shall appoint he convener of the advisory committee
from amongst its members.

Il. Remuneration and expenses.- (l) The Authority shall pay such
remuneration to the Director General and its employees as may be prescribed

(2) The Authority shal pay such meering fees, expenses or
remuneratioq as the case may be, as may be prescribed, to the ChairpeEo[,
members of the Board and the Committees, constitutod uder this AcL

CHAPIERITI
FOOD SAFETY AND SPS MEASTJRES

12. Requirement to comply with the SPS measures_,--:fhe goods
inrcnded for import or export shall comply with the SpS measures under this Act
as may be prescribed,

. 13. Inter;regional trade.{l) The inter-regionat trade in goods
betwecn provinces shall comply with the SpS and food safety staadards.

(2) The Axthority shall advise provinces ro adopr uniform SpS
measures and food safety standards.

p) The Aurhority shall notifo provinces of risks associated with the
regional movement of food, feed, or anirnals, as may be prescn-bed-

(4) Aay d.ispute arising betweeo provinces regarding compliance with
SP.S rleasulg or food safeqr stasdards, or associated risks to human, plant, or
aninal health, shall be refened to the advisory committee for resolution and, if
rquired so, to the Scientific Committee for rechnical advice.

. -14. Import and export of agricuttural p.roducts, food, feed, animal
and animal produch.-{l) Notwithstanding aoy provisions contained in tiris
Act, the Authority shall have the power to recogtrize, xsess, and notify SpS
certificates. The.Authority may, based on scientific advice, impose special
conditions on any country whose SpS. measures ue deemed unsaiisfactory to
safeguard plan( animal and human heaith within pakistan.
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(2) No goods shall be imported ia16 pakistan unless accompani€d by a
certificate issucd by fie rclevant authoriry of the exportitrg counfry, certirying
compliance with the SPS conditions notified under sub-section (l).

(3) All goods in tansit tbrough the tenifory of Pakistar for
transportation to another destination shall be subject to the applicable SPS
conditions.

(a) Trusit of baured pesticides, genetically nodified organisms
(Glv{Os) which are not regulated by rhe National Biosafety Committee (l.{BC) of
Pakistan and ualiceused food or seeds, shall not be allowcd-

15. Appointment of authorized oflicers.{t) The Authority may
appoint such number of offrcers as authorized offrcers as may be necessary for
the performance of its functions under this Act

(2) Subject to the provisions of this Act aud the regulations made
thereunder, 6e Authority may confer the powers of the Authorized Officerg as

may be presuibed, qiin any oficer of the Aufrrority, Federal Govenimiehq
Provincial Govemment or any other statutory entity established by the Federal or
Provincial govemment

16, Powers of autlorized officers:{l) Subject to provisioos of this
Acq the authorized ofEcer may,-

(a) at any reasonable hour or whenever work is in progress in any

establishment in which goods are believed to be produco( stored,

processed or packaged for expor! enter that establishment for the

purposes of carrying out official contols so as to determine

compliance with the SPS measures, animal health or food safety;

(b) impect or exarnine goods in any establishment to which this Act
applies, or which .is used or capable of being used for the

preparation of goods for export purposes atrd shall take samples

thereof for laboratory analysis;

(c) stop and search any person, luggagq vehicle, vessel, railway
wago!, or aircraft at any point of eutry or exit carrying goods

subject to this Act, examine such goods and take samples thereof;
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(d) require disinfection of any premises, aircraft, railway wagon,

carriaggvessel or vehicle of any description used for carrying
animals or animal products;

(e) inspect the goods for so_mpliarce with &e prescribed grade

desipation and marking;

(f) call for such books, documents or other records in any medium
whatsoever which he believes to contain any information or data

relevant to the enforcement of the provisions of this Act wilh
respect to the goods, make copies thereof and take extracts there
from;

(g) seize or detain for such time, as may be necessary, the goods by
means of, or in relation to whictq he is of the opinion that the

provisions of this Act have been contravened and shall, at the time
of seizure or detentioq inforrn, in writing, the business operator or
the person from whose possession dre seizure or detention is made,
of the grounds for the said action;

(h) prohibit the export of animals which does not compliant to SPS

mrasure or other specified conditions o carry;

(i) deport any animal or animal products, at the expense of the person
importing such animal of animal.product, the import of which is

prohibited by the Federal Govemment;

0) b-ansfer goods to a quarantine facility fol such time period as may
be prescdbed;

(k) ensurc thaf the prescribed conditions are followed in the quarantine
faeility;

(l) direct business operators or importer or expoder, as the case may be
to conduct the prescribed tcsts, processe.s, or procedures on Goods
and order their desauction if such tests confirm the presence of any
harmful organisn: or disease;

(m) order disposal of clothing, fittingq fodder, hamess, container or
litter that may have been in contact with, or pertaining to, diseased
animals or animal products;

(n) conduct survey of goods processing plants with a view to determine
their fitness for registratiou and their observance with the
provisions ofthis Act;
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(o) scek assistanc€ ftom a police o(tic€r or efficer of any law
enforcement agency for use of force that is reasonably necessery

while carrying out his functions under this Act; and

ftr) exercise any other function assigned to him by the Authority-

17. Transpar€ncy.- (l) The Auttrority may conduct consultative and

stakeholder consultation compliancc to intemational commitments and market

access, during the preparatiorq svaluation and revision of SPS measures under

this Acr

(2) Without prejudice to any other law br the time beiug in force'
where there are reasonable gounds to sspea rhat Goods may present a risk for
human health. animal health and plant health, then depending on the nature,

scriousness and extent of that risk, the Authority shall take appropriate steps to

inform the business operator and, if necessary, the general publig of the nahue of
the risk to human healtlr, animal healttq Plaot health or identiffing to the frrllest

extent possible the risk that the Goods may presetrt, atld the meq<uras which are

taken or about to be taken to prevent, reduce or eliminate thatrisk

(3) Without prejudice to any other law, the Authority shall prescdbe

internal accountability mechanism to prevent the misuse of funds' power or
authoriry undcr this Act

C}IATTER-W
JURISDICTION, OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

18- Aiding.or rbetting and offence under section 20.-A'ny percon

who by any meaJwhatsoever attempls or aid or abets the commission of an

offencc under section 20 shall be punishable with the same punishment as

provided for the offence itself. '

19. Offences by comPrnies, etc.-ffiffe an offence puoishable untler

scction 20 has been committed by a company, ary pe$on who, at the time the

offeace was committed was in charge ofand was responsible o the company for

the contluct of the business of the 
"o.p*y, 

as well as aoy dircctor or Partrcr of
the compury, shall be deemed to be guilty of the offence and shall be liable to be

proceeded against and punished accordingly:

Provided that nothing contained in this section shall render any such

person liable to any punishment provided in this Act if be proves that the offence

was committed witirout his knorvtedge or that he exercised due diligence to

prevent the commission of such offence-
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he--
20. Offences.-A person shall be guilty of an offence urder this Act, if

(i) funports or causes the importation of any animal or animal product
from a counklr or territory &om where such import is banned or
prohibited due to the presence or suspected presence, or risk ol
transmission of specifi ed disease;

(ii) imports or exports any. animal without a valid health certificate
issued by the competent authority of the exporting country, or with
a fake, forged, or ftaudulent certificate;

(iii) imports, manufacteures, formulates, sElls, offer for sel[, hold in
stock for sale, or advertise for sale an adulterated pesticide;

(iv) refuses to permit inspection ofa formulation plant;

(v) supplies animal or animal product from, or pmcess animal product
i:q ary establisbment or premises which is not approved or
registered for that particular export;

(vi) , denies to quarantine the animals as required under this Act or
j regulations thereundeq

(vii) . rcmoves animal, aninul products from a quarantine facility or shift
- 6e sa-Ere to sonoe other unapproved premises;

(viii)

(ix)

stores or proc€ss sub-standard pesticitles or agrochemicals;

expotB the animals and animal products without observing the
sanitary requiremenb of the importiEg country;

(x) submits fake or forged lab reports, pro-shipment inspection report,
manulbctudng certificate, country of origin certificate regarding
quantify, quality or type ofgoods;

(*D fails to report any diseasg pathogen associated rvith imported ptant,
plaat material or animal in quarantine ftcility;

(xiD fails to submit reporr, data or any other documents required by the
Authorize Otrrcer about imported goods in quamntine facility;

(xiiD

(xiv)

plants plant and plaflt material at uurgistered quarantine facility;

imports or store ban-ned agrochemicals pesticides;
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(xu)

(xvr)

(xnii)

imports and stores hazardous pesticides without due prctautions;

denies to perform SPS measures or fulfill special couditions;

willfuHy obsructs, hioders or resists tbe Authorized OIEcer fr,om
carrying oui a function uflder this Act;

(xviii)

(xix)

stores or process adulterated pesticides or agrochemicals;

wilfuIty obstucs, hinders or resists 6e police officer or officer of
law enfotcing agenies assisting the Aurhorized Offrcer, in carrying
out r function under this Acq

(xx) imports, manufachres, formularcs, sells, offers for salg hottls in
stock for sale or advenises for sale an adulterated or banned
pesticide;

(xxi) sclls, offem to salq stores or holds unregistere4 fakq adulterated
expired agrochemicals or pesticides in markeq

(xxii) attempls to import or export without the required documents or
asempting to import or export undeclared goods;

(xxiii) reftses to comply with special conditious of importing countr57;

(xxiv) impors any animal without declaring and registering a quarantine

facility;

(xxv) sells or offers to sale agrochgmicals and pesticides with incomplae
Iabel and seal of pesticide coutainers, bags or similar iterns;

(rc<vi) wilfully conceals.a fact, makes a false statemeat to, or mjsleads, the

Authorized OfEcer who is carrying out a function under this Act or
regulations; and

(xxvii) denies to show prescribed register, are&s, storas, lebs etc.

2l- Penatties"-Whosoever @ntravetre any provisiol of section 20'

shall be in case ofcontravention ofclauses,-

(i) (i), (ii), (iii) or (iv) shall be punishable with imprisonment for a

temr which may extend to tbree years, or with fine which may

extend to three mitlion ruPees or wittt boft and where an accused

was directed by the Authorized Officer for immediate

discontinuance of the offence, the Court may impose a further ftne
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which may extend to fifty thousaad rupees for every day for the

period the offence continues;

(ir) (r), (vi), (vii) and (viii) shall be punishable with imprisonment for a

term which may extend to two yeirs, or with fine which may

extetrd to two million rupees or with both and wh€re m accused

was directed by the au&rorized o(ficer for immediate discontinuance

of the offence, the Court may impose a firther fine which may

extend to twen9 five thousald rupees for every day for the period

the offence continues;

(iiil Cx), (x), (xi), (xii), (xiii), (xiv), (xv), (xvi), (xvii), (xviii), Gix), (xx)

or (xxi) shatl be puaishable wifh imprisonment for a terrr which
may extend to one year, or with fine which may extend to one

mitlion rupees or with botlr and where an accused was directed by
the Authorized Officer for immediate discontinuance of the

offence, the Court may impose a further fine which may extend to

ten thou$nd rupees for every dzy for the period the offence
continues; and

(iv) (xxii), (xxiii), (xxiv), (xrv), (xxvi) or (rc<vii) shall be liable to pay

fine which may eltend m five huodred thousand rupecs and where

an accused was duected by the autlrorized officer for immediate
discontinuance of the offence, the Coud may impose a further fine
which may extetrd to one thousand rupees for every day for the
period the offence conlinues.

22. Cogti,z,anceof offences.{l) Notwithstanding anything contained
in tbe Codc of Criminal Procedurg 189E (Act V of 1898), the Counof Sessions

shall take cognizance of any offence punishable under section 20, on a tomplaint
in writing made by the Director General or an Authorized Ofiicer.

(2) For the purposes of rrial appeal etc.. dre provisions of Code of
Criminal Procedure,l898 (Act V of 18 98) sball mutatis muundis tpply.

23. Disposal of forfcited goods.-Any goods forfeited on conviction
of a person by he Court under this Act shall be disposed of by the Authority at
the cost of the convicted person or buslness operator as the case may bq in the
prescribe manner-

24. Complaint resolution cornmittee.{I) The Authority shalt
constitute a complaint rcsolutioq committee and establish a mechanism for the
redressal of complaints arising from the refisal of registrations or licenses or
certificates by the Authority, or any other matters ar; may be prescribed-
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(2) thc Authority shalt prescribe thc procedure and related matters

conceming lhc complaint resolution committee.

(3) AnV person or business operator feeling aggrieved of any order of
the AuErority or the Authorized Officer under this Ac( may file application

within thiay days for redressal ofhis grievances beforc the complaint rcsolution

commiuee inthe prescribed rurmer.

25. Appellate Committee.{l) The Authority shall constitute an

appellate committee and pescribe a mechanism for redressal of all appeals

against the decisions of the complaint resolution committee-

(2) Any person or business operator aggrieved by any decision of the

complaint rdsolution commifiee may fite aa appeat within thirty tlays of passing

of such order before the appellate committee.

76. Bsr ot iurisdiction.-Notwitktanding anything contained in any

other [aw for the time being in force and except as provided uder ttris Act, no

decision or action taken under Bris Act or rules or regulations made thereunder

*all be questiored by an)' agency or cballenged in any court or tibunal' nor

shall any injunction be granted aainst such decisions or actions.

CHAPTERV
COORDINATION WITH PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENTS

27. Coordination with Provincial Governmenb.-The Authotity

shall,-

(a) require the noninated departmetrt of provincial governenents to

prep.t. an annual programme of official control activities in

relation to maters falling witrin the jurisdiction of the deparrnent

as set out in suhq€ctioa (l) of section 5 and submit 6e same to the

Authority, specifr ing,-

(0 the type ofcontrol activities to be carried out and

(ii) the uiteria applied in drawing up the programme;

ft) communicate plicy guidelines and poliry decisions made or taken

by the Board for their compliance in the respective prcflnces

relating to the SPS msasures, animal health, pesticide regulation

and food safety.
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(c) pubtish model regulations, guidelines and manuals with regard to
the applica(lon of the SPS measures to be adopted by Piovincial
Govemments; and

(d) facilitate harmonization of provincial lawi,. rules and rcgulations
relating to the SPS rreasures required for obtaining and sustaining
market acc€Bs.

EMERGENCIES AND CRISIS MANAGEMENT

measures to-

28. Emergency measures for ensuring SPS conditions.{l) W}ere
the-ir0minated department of provincial govcmment knowing that any goods arc
ll&eIy to constitute a serious risk to human health, animal health or plant heatth
and that such risk cannot be contained satisfacurily by meaas of measures iaken
under tle provisions of this Ac( or other laws for &e time being in force, the
nominated departrnent shall immediately adopt one or more of the following
measures, depending on the gravity of the situation

(a) in the case ofgoods ofnationat origin

t(i) ensure the suspension of the placing on the market or use of
tle agricultural product, food or feed ia question;

(ii) Iay down special conditions for the agriculnrral produc! food
or feed jn questioo;

iiii) use its lest endeavors to identiry the source oftie hazar4 and
take mpasures to prevent its fuhrre occlurence;

(iv) any other appropriate interim measure; and

(v) inform the Authority about the measures taken in this regard;
and

(b) in the case of imporred goods, rhe Authoriry may rake additional

(t) inform the relevanr authorities in r,he counry oforigin ar
transit responsible for official conkol of the hazard identified;

(ii) ensure the suspension of the placing on the market or use of
thatgoods;

(iii) suspend import ofthat goods from the country concerned and,
where applicable, from the coultry of transit;

I
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(2)

(a)

o)

(iv) lay dowu special conditions for the future import of that gooifu

(v) any other mcasure deemcd apprbpriate.

The actions takcn under sub-section (l) shall be subject to-

approval of the Board;

ioformation to the nominated department of Provincial
Governmcnts;

information to the business operators; and

i.nformation to slch other departmenl including the Customs
DepartmenL

(c)

(d)

CTIAPTER _VI
T^ABORATORY TESTING FACILITIES

29. Laboratory anelysis of samples.{l) The samples collcctcd'for
analysis under scction 16 for the purpose of official conhol, testing of
agrochemicals, mimel dissases, food saf€ty and SPS measures shatl be analyzed
by a testing laboruory notified uader this section

(2) The Authority may noti$ any accredited tcsting laboratory
established in the privatc or public sector, a university laboratory, a research

organization laboratory, or a laboratory established by the Federal or Provincial
Government fo5 conducting alt tess including for offcial cdnhol of SPS

conditions..

(3) Tte Authority may estabtish testing laboratories or recognize any
existing laboratory where it is expedient to p€rform the fiiactiors under this AcL

(4) The Authority shall sraintain and publish in the official Gazette Se
list ofoesting laboratories notifred under this section.

(5) Tte samples collected undcr section 16 for the purpose of official
contro[ of food safety, animal, pesticides or SPS conditions etc., shall be

karsmitted to thc notified laboratory by 6e authorized officer thar shall carry out
its functions on zuch temu and conditioos as nray be prescnibed

30. Accreditation of tesfing taboratories.{l) All testing laboratories

designated for oflicial controls, food safety, SPS conditions, and agrochemical
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testing shall adhere to the general requirenrents fot competence of calibration and

testing laboratories as prescribed in the latcsl tSO Standard of the IntBmational

Statrdards Organization, or any superseding standard. Such competence shall be

accredited by the Pakistan National Accreditaticn Council (PNAC) or any

accreditation body that is a signatory to the lnternational Latorrtory

Accreditation Cooperation (LAQ Mutual Recognition Arrangemeot (MRA) for

dre purpose ofconducting sample aaalysis.

(2) The laboratoiies shall only be notiflred foi the testing methods and

parameters, which arc widrin the scope offlieir accreditation.

CIIAPTER-VII
FTJND AND AI,'IDM AND ACCOUNTS

31. The Fund.{l) There shall be a non lapsable fuld of Auftority to
be called as National Agri-tradc and Food Safery Authority Fun4 which shall be

utilized for the performance of its frrnctions under this Ac! inclueling the

paymont ofremuneratioh, salaries, and all other expenses ofthe Authority.

(2) The Fund shall consist ot-

(a) seed money provided by the Federal Governmeng

(b) suros as the Federal Govemment may, tom time to timg allocate to

the Authority in the anaual budget or otherwise;

(c) any financial aliocation made by fte Federal Govenrment &om any

frud or revenue reeived in relation to the promotion of exports,

such as the Export Development Fuud or from imForts;

(d) endowucnts, dooations, contributions, bequests, trusts and granb

provided by domestic ald intemational instih.rtions and

organizations;

(e) loans, aid and assishnce in ary form and from any muce as

approved by the Board;

(D income from sales, subscriptions or myalties of publications and

remuneration for professional services rendered by the officers,
researchers, advisors and €xper$ of the Authority;

(g) charges and fees levied for, and the fine rcceived under, the

performance of oontrol firoctions;
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(h) hcome ftom invesmens, if any, made in the schemes of the
Federal Govemment as approved by the Board;

(i) all other sums or propbdies whieh may in any mamer become
payable to, or v6st in the Authority, in respect ofany mafter; and

0) any surplus of receipts over the actual expenditure in a year shall be
remitted to the Federal Consolidated Fund and any deficit tom the
actual expenditure shall be made-up by the Federal Govemment

(3) Subject to the Public Finance Managemeflt Act, 2019 all funrls of
the Authority sha[ be kept and deposited in one or more accounb mahtained by
it, in local or foreign currency, in any scheduled bank and shatl te operated as
approved and directed by the Board-

32. Audit.-{l) The Auditor General of Pakisan shall annually audit
the accounts of the Aurhority.

(2) The Govemment may, in addition !o the audit under sub-section
(i), cause tiie irccourits bf the Adffority to be annually autlited by a Chartered
Accouatnnt or a fi.rm of Chartered Accountants .qpd, at any timq appoint a
Chadered Account8nt or a firm of Chartered AccouDtants, io condrct an
additional extemal audit of the accouats of the Authority and submit its report to
the Govemment

(3) The Authority shall produce 
"ll'b*lo 

of 
"."o*ts 

and documents
and furnish such explanation and information as a:r auditor may require for
purposes ofaudit 

:

CHAPTER-VIII
General and Miscellaneous Provisions

33 . Act to override other laws.-The provisions of this Act shall have
effect notwithst nding anything to the coutrary contained in auy other law for the
time being in force. In case ofany inconsistency, fte provisions of this Act shall
prevail.

34. Repeal and savings.{I) After the commen@ment of this Act, the

following laws shall stand repealed on such date the Federal Govemment may by
notification in the oflicial Gazette appoint, namely:-

(i) the Pakistan Plant Quarantine Act, 1976 (LXXV of1976);

(ii) the Pakistan Animal Quarantine (Import and Export of Aaimals and

Animal Products) Ordinance, 1979 (XLIX of 1979);
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(iiD the Agricuttural Pesticides Ordinance. I971 (IIofl97l);and

(iv) the Agriculual Prodr.ce (Grading and lvlarking) A4 1937 (i of 1937).

(2) Tte Federal Governmetrt may, by notilication in the official

Gazctte, specify the law which is required to be repeated under sub-section (l)
from the date ipeciEed in the notification.

(3) Anything done, action taken, pennitted granted licence or

applications made, obligations or liabilities incur'd righs and asses acquired,

penons appoioted or authorise4 jurisdiction or powers conferred, ordcr issued

uudcr any of the provisions of the repealed laws and the nrles or regulations

ulade therermder shall continue and be deemed lo be as if that were taken or

provided uider this Act uoless repealed or arnende,l-

35. Members, offrcers and officials, etc., to be public servrnB.-
The Chairpersoq Director General, members, ofEcers, of Sre Authority shall,

when acting or purporting to act in pursuance ofany of the provisioos of this Act

or regulatioos made thereunder, be deemed to be public servants within the

meaning ofsection 2l oftre Pakistaa Penal Code (Act XLv of 1860).

36. Ac!€ss to stqtistical data and inforrnation, etc-Notwithstandidg
anything conained in any other law for the time being in force, the Authority

sball have ihe right to obtain and access dah, ststislic atrd icformation relating to

imporb and exports of goods based thereon from a business operator lhat rnay be

secessarJ,, as for ofrcial use cnd analysis.

3?. Vatidity of proceedings.--No acl or proceedings shall be invalid

by reasou only of existence of a vacaacy, or defect, in the constitution of the

Authority, Board, scientific commitee or advisory committee;

Providcd that the invalidity shall be validated within six monlhs by the

Board or the Committee as the case may be.

38. Abolishment of Departments.{l) On the appointed date under

section 34, fi6 fiaimnl Quarantioe Deparfuent ald &e Department of Plant

Protection shall stand abolished.

(2) On the appointed date all assets, liabilities, rights, obtigations,
patents, [icerues, and interesb of the departrnens shall stand transfeced to the

Authonty upou ihi estabtishmbnt, subject to such tgrms and conditions as may be

specified by the Federil Govemment.
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. .. CI) Every employee of the departnents specified in sub-section (1)
shall stind transfened to the surplus pool of the Estabiishment Division.

39. Transition period.-The kade-related ltrtctions pefiorueorry rrrr
Department of Plant Protectiotr and the Aninat Quarantine Deparhent shalt
continue for a period not exceeding six montls tom fie appointed date under
section 34, during which the Aurtrority shatl make is regulations and appoinr
employees.

40, Power to make rules.-Subject to this Ac! rhe Federal
Govemment may, by notification in the offrcial G.azefte, .make rules for carrying
out the purposes ofthis Act

4[. Poryer to make regrdations,-The Authorify with the previous
approval of the Federal Government may by notification in the official Gazette
make regulations for carrying out the purposes ofthis Act

42. Confidentiality of data.-{l) Subject to the Right of Acces to
Information Ac! 20i7 Qfi)(V of 2017), no information relaring ro any business
opemtol obtained by {re Authority in the course of official conkols under this
Act, shall be disclosed without the prior written consent of the business operator,
except-

ia) in acccrdaace with the directiors of the Boar( to the exknt
necessary for the p'.:rposes of &is Act;

(b) for the purposes of any Foceedings for aa offence rqder this Ac!
or for any report of such pmceedings; or

(c) in compliance with an orderofa cout ofcompetentjurisdiction.

(2) A-ny person who discloses iaformation iq mntavention of sub-
section (l) shall be liable for proceedings of misconduct in accordance with the

provisions of this Act or regulations made thereunder.

43. Removal of difliculties.-If a diffrculty uises in giving effect to

any provision of this Act, the Federai Govemment may malce such order,
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not inconsistent with the provisions of this Act, as may appear to it to be

necessary or expedient for the purpose 0f the removal ofsuch diffrculty:

Provided that thepower under th-s section shali notbe exercised after

two yean of ttre commencement of this Act.

SAEED AHMAD MAITLA.
Acting Secretaty.

PRNl lil) TIY lIlE I\'IANAGLIR. PRIN Il\G (1)R|OR\TIO\ OF I'AKISTAN 1Rl:SS. 15LAMlllAD
],UBLIS]][D T]Y IIII D]]}LiIY CONTROLLIR. STA1io]!LII\' ]\NI) ]]ORMS, U\IVERSITY RO,\]), KN.RACIII


