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SENATE SECRETARIAT
'REPORT OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE O‘N RAILWAYS ON. -
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I, Senator- Jam Saifullah Khan Chalrman Senate - Standmg Committee on Raﬂways

‘have the honour to present the report, on behalf of the Commlttee on. “The Transfer of Railways: ‘

(Améndment) Bill, 2025”. The Bill was laid by Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar, Minister for law and. -
Justice on behalf of Mr. Muharmad Hanif Abbasi, Minister for Raﬁways in the Senate s1ttmg
held on 5% December, 2025. The Bill, upon mtroductmn was - transferred to the Standing

.. Comrmttee on Rallways for consrderatlon/report

2.. The Com_posmon of the Standmg- Conimittee is as under:-
i) Senator Jam Saifullah Khan ' . Chairman
if) - Senator Nasir Mehmood - - Member
iii) . Senator Dost Ali Jeesar . .- < . Member
" iv) Senator Asad Qasim 7 ' Member .
V)  Senator Saifullah Sarwar Khan Nyazee © - Member
. vi) Senator Ahmed Khan - . . - . Member .
" vii) Serator Liagat Khan Tarakai ~ . Member . -
viii) Senator Muhammad Aur_angzel:f - Member
vix)' - Senator Kamil Ali Agha ‘Member
x) Senator Ashraf Ali Jatoi - ' ‘Member
-oxi) Senator Dost Muha.mmad Khan . -’ Member -
xii) Senator RubinaKhalid . o . Member
. xiii) Minister for Railways . L . Ex-Officio Member
3. . The Committee considered the Bill in'its meeting held on 12 December, 2025. Besides
Chairman Committee, the following Members attended the meeting:-
1). Senater Rubina Khalid — * . Member
i) 'Senator Dost Ali Jeesar - . ' , Member
iii) Senator Kamil Ali Agha . - ' Member
iv) Senator Shahadat Awan . - . Special Invitee- .
4. The meetmg was convened specrﬁcally to. examine the’ legislative, administrative, and

policy implications of the proposed amendments in light of national transportation needs, federal—

‘provincial-coordination, and long-term sustamabrhty of Pak1stan Rallways

5. .Attheoutset, the Chairman brlefed the Members on the scope and mtent of the Bill.
‘ Thereafter the Secretary, Mlmstry of Ra11ways provided 1 further amendments and comprehensrve :

~
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d detailed brreﬁng on the ob_]ect1ves and rationale underlyrng the Transfer of Raulways- :
(Amendment) Blll 2025

6. . The Secretary mfonned the Committee that the Bill is: prmclpally atmed at
- facilitating " the systematic expansion of - tailway infrastructure and improving natronal
{fransportation connect1v1ty Particular emphasis was placed on-enabling efficierit and relrable rail-
based movement of minerals, lncludmg the proposed transportation of mineral resources from
Reko Diq to Karachi,- which is consrdered strateg1cally vital for economic growth export"
‘facﬂltatron and 1ndustr1al development ‘ 4 :

7. . He further explarned that the Bill seeks to rationalize the eXIStmg legal framework

, 'govemmg rarlways by removing redundant, outdated, and -overlapping provisions that ‘have -

- impeded operational efficiency. The ‘proposed amendments also provide for delegation of certain
.powers of the Federal Government to appropriate regulatory and operational authontres thereby

~ ensurrng t1rnely dec1s1on—makmg, adrmmstranve ﬂex1b111ty, and 1rnproved governance

8 ' The Secretary emphasrzed that these amendments are fully ahgned with the pohcy '
objectives of the Government of Pakistan, particularly the promotion of private sector participation.-
. through regulated track access, pubhc—prrvate partnerships, and .creation of an. enabhng
environment for domestrc and fore1gn 1nvestment in the rajlway sector.

_ 9, - The ‘Committee was further apprrsed that the amended framework exp1101tly‘ '
‘enables’ prov1nc1al governments to participate in and invest in rallway infrastructure, 1nclud1ng
~ both main lines and branch routes. The Secretary informed the Committee that consultative

- meetings have been held with the Chref Mmlsters of Sindh, Baloclustan (Quetta) and Khyber ¥
Pakhtunkhwa _ ‘

10 Accordmg to the Secretary, the provmclal govemments have eéxpressed strong

interest,. partrcularly in the development and revival of branch lines within their Tespective

jurisdictions. The Committee. noted that this. approach is consistent with the spirit of cooperative

federalism and is expected to enhance regional connect1v1ty, promote balanced developmeént, and.
- reduce the financial burden on the Federal Government,

‘11, . While examining the governance structure proposed under the Bill,. Senator Rubma |
Khahd raised a-substantive concern that strengthemng the Board without.commensurate political

and policy oversight could potentially dilute the role .of the’ Federal Government and weaken
democrat1c accountabrhty ‘

12. - Inresponse, the Secretary clarlﬁed that senior federal functlonarres, 1nclud1ng the
Secretaries of Finance, Planning, and other relevant Ministries, are already members of the Board, .

and that the representation of public members has been deliberately limited to three in order to -
mamtam balance h '

o 13 | Notwrthstandmg this clar1ﬁcatron Senator Rubina Khalid argued that 1nclusron of

- the Minister for Railways on the Board would provide.necessary policy direction, ensure alignment
. with government priorities, and- strengthen mlmstenal oversight over strategic decisions -of

' national 1mportance ,
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14. ~ The Minister for Railways assured the Committee that the proposal to include the
Minister for Railways as a- member of the Board is well-founded -and would be incorporated

_ through a subsequent armendment. The Committee unanimously endorsed this position and
" recommended that the Ministry of Railways. should, at-an appropriate legislative stage, move a
. formal amendment to ensure representation of the Minister for Railways on the Board, thereby -

reinforcing policy overs1ght and accountablh’qf

15. o After extenswe and meamngful dehberatlons .the Committee observed that the
Transfer of Railways (Amendment) Bill, 2025 is a necessary legislative intervention aimed at
modernizing the legal and institutional framework of Pakistan Railways. The Committee was of .

the considered view that the Bill would facilitate infrastructure expahsion, attract investment,

improve operational efficiency, and strengthen fedetal-provincial collaboration in the railway.
sector. While considering the discussion and deliberations held inl the meeting, the- Comrruttee by

. majority consensus adopted the following amendments in the Bill:-

In the Transfer of Railways (Arnendment) Bill, 2025 -
(1) In clause (1), for sub-clause (2), the following shall be‘substitllted, pamely:-

. “(2) Except for section 5 which shall apply to any agreement signed immediately
before the commencement of this Act, the remammg provnsnons shall come into force
at once. ?

(2) In clause (5), 1 1n the proposed Article 4A,- A ,
(i  in the margmal fote, after the Word “access”, the words “and rail
 development” shall be inserted; 7 '
(i)  for clause (1), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

“O . For the pilrp'oses of this Article, a ‘track access agreement’ means a
track access agreement pursuant to which a party is granted, in consideration for
track access charges, a right to access the Pakistan Railways network and
infrastructure and to operate rollmg-stock on the Pakistan Rarlways network, in

~ accordance with the terms of such track access agreement as amended from time
to time, and 2 ‘rail development agreement’ means an agreement for the purposes
of developing the railway infrastructure and network associated with it.

Exp[anation A party may- enter into only. track access 'agreement or only a rail
dévelopment agreement, or both of these through a single agreement of track

access and rail development or separate agreements each for track access and rail
. development ».

(iii) ‘ in clause (2);-

1) in sub-clause (a), for the words “track access by private parties”, the words
“track access and rail development by parties” shall be substituted; and -
(i) in sub-clause (b), after the words “track access”, the words “and rail

development” shall be inserted;

. (iv)  in clause (3), after the words “track access , occurring twice, the words “and
rail development” shall be inserted;
(v)  forclause (4), the following shall be substituted, namely:-

4 , ) ;
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. “(4) The Railways D1v1sron may enter into track access and rail development

agreements with a party,- : :
- () pursuant to” and in accordance thh the Inter—Governmental'u'
’ ’ Commerc1al Transactlons law or under the International. and Inter—

‘ 'Governmental commitments of the Federal Government; or ¢

(b)  who is an investor that has invested in a qualified investment dily
notified in the First Schedule to the Forclgn Investment (Promotlon and -
- Protectlon) Act,; 2022 (XXXV of 2022); or - '

(© who ‘may be a Federal Government Division, Department or

- subordinate office or any company, corporation or statutory body fully
owned, controlled or managed by Federal Government, or a Provincial
Government or a Local Government through its ~ respective
Department or any company, corporatron or statutory body fully
owned, controlled or managed by a Provmcxal Government or '

(d)  who may be approved by the Federal Government or notlfied under
- - any other law for.the time being in. force; or
- (e) -selected through a competltlve bidding, . '

Explanatlon - For removal of doubt, it s stated that public
procurement laws shall apply only in respect of sub-clause (e) of this
clause.”;

“(vi) in clause (5),- ' »

| (2) for the words “pr1vate party occurrlng thrice, the word “party” shall be"
“substituted; and

-(b) after the words “track access™, occurirmg 'thnce,' the wOrds- “arid rail

_dev_elopmen " shall be inserted; ' R '

-

(viiy  inclause (6), after the words “track access” the words “and rail development”.
shall be 1nscrted :

~ (vii) in clause (7), for the words “pnvate part1es” the word “partles” shall be
‘ substituted; '

' 'J(ix_): in clause (8), after the words “track access” ‘the words. “and rail development” -
. shall be inserted; '

) ‘m clause (9), for the words pnvate partles”, the - word “partles” shall be
substltuted

(xi). . id clause (14) for the words pr1vate part1es” the word “partles” shall be

o subst1tuted S : :

- (xil) - inclause (16), afterthe words “track access” the words “and rall development”
shall be inserted ; :

- (xiii) in-clause (17), after the words “track access” the: words “and rail- development”
shall be inserted; : S Co

(xiv) ~ in clause (20),- :
(a) forthe words “private party” the word “party” shall be subst1tuted and
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(b) after .the words “track access”, the quds- 3‘an_d rail de_velopme‘n‘t"’ shall be |

inserted; and _ o :
(31 iri the Statement of Objects and Reasons after the word track access”, ‘occurring twice,
the words “and rall development” shall be inserted. .° o

16. - Accordmgly, the Senate Standmg Cormmttee on Rallways unammously passed .
“The Transfer of Railways (Amendment) Bill, 2025”. The Committee recommended that the Bill
“as reported by the Committee may be passed by the Senaté of Pakistan. A copy of the Bill as

reported by the Committee.is attached herewith as “Annex- A” and as mtroduced in the Houseis - -

attached as “Annex-B”.

- (JAMIL y. (SENATOR JAM SAIFULLAH K[—IAN)

.T omt Secretary I Secretary - Chalrman Comm1ttee
- Committee ' '
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.- ASREPORTED BY COMMITTEE ~

A
BILL
ﬁzrther to amend the Tp ransy%r of Razlways Order 1 962

 WHEREAS it is expedlent further to. amend the Transfer of Rallways Order 1962 (P O
No.33 of 1962) 1n the manner and for the purposes hereinafter appearmg,

It is hereby enacted as follows:

1. Short title and commencement (1) This Act shall be called the Tra.nsfer of
‘Railways (Amendment) Act, 2025.

(2) Except for section 5 whlch shall. apply to any agreement sngned immediately before
- the commencement of this Act, the remaining provisions.shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment -of Article 1, P.O. No. 33 0of 1962.- Tn the Transfer of Railir'vays Order, 1962
'_ (P.O. No. 33 of 1962), hereinafter referred to as “the said Orde ,in Article 1, in clause (1), the
words “Transfer of” shall be ormtted ' - ' '

Pl

3. Amendment of Artic‘le 2, PO No. 33 of 1962.- In the said Order,‘ in Article 2,-
' @ in clause (a), after the semicolon, at the end, the word “and” shall be added;
(b)  inclause (b), for the semicolon, at the end, a full stopshall be substituted; and

(c) clause (c)"shal_l be omitted._

4, , Amendment of Article 4 P.O. No. 33 0f 1962.- In the said Order, in Arti¢le 4,-
) (@ inthe margmal note, for the word “Boards”, the word “Board” shall be substituted;
(b)  forclause (3), the followingr clause shall be subStitu’[ed, namely:-

“(3) All actions taken by the Boaxd in the dlscharge of its func’uons shall be expressed in

‘writing and 31gned by the Secretary of the Board.”; : and

(¢} after clause (3), the following new clause shall be added, ‘neme‘ly:.-

“(4) The Board shall take decision on the construction of new railway linesor the
modification, closing or dismantling of any railway line and shall coordinate on
rail movements into and from ports:



Provided that the Board shall not alter the terms and conditions of any
_contract relating to the conveyance of defence traffic, alter the priority of movement
in respect of defence traffic and close or dismantle any railway line or make any -
modifications in the defence lines except with the approval of Munstry of
Defence.” . "

Insertion of Article 4A, P.O. No. 33 of 1962.- In the said Order, after Article 4, the
followmg new Artlcle shall be inserted, namely:-

“4A. Track access and rail development (1) For the purposes of this Article, a .
“track access agreement’ means a track access agreement pursuant to which a party is
granted, in consideration for track access charges, a right to access the Pakistan Railways

- network and infrastructure and to operate rolling-stock on the Pakistan Railways network,

. in accordance with the terms of such track access agreement as amended from time to
times,and a ‘rail development agreefnent’ means an agreement for the purposes of
developing the rapllway infrastructure and network associated-with it.

Explanatlon -A party may enter 1nto only track access agreement or only a rail
development agreement or both of these through a single agreement of track access
and rail development or separate agreemeiits each for track access and rail
development ' '

(2) Notthhstandmg anythmg contairied in the Railway Regulatory Authority
-‘Ordinance, 2002 (XCII of 2002), hereinafter referred to as ‘Ordinance XCII of 2002°,-
@ subject to sub-clauses(b) and (c), until the Railway Regulatory Authority is
constituted under ‘Ordinance XCII of 2002, the Board shall exercise overall
~ regulatory oversight and ensure compliance.of track access'and rail development
by parties, both local and foreign, for freight and passenger services;

(b)  Ordinance XCII 0f2002 shall not apply to any track access and rail development
. agreement, including amendments thereto, exécuted under this Order, prior to or
subsequent to the establishment of the Railway Regulatory Authority; and

tc) - the Raﬂway Regulatory - Authority, whenever constitited, shall have no
- jurisdiction fo cancel, amend, or otherwise modify any such agreement or
- amendnients thereto; approved and entered into before or after its establishment.

(3)  Subjectto clauses (4) and (5), the Board is authorized to approve track access and

- rail development agreements for the access to and use of Pakistan Railways network and
infrastructure-and Ra1lways Division is authorized to entef into such track access.and rall _
developmenit agreements as approved by the Beard. '

(4). The Rdilways Division may enter into track access and rail development -

agreements with a party,- .

(a) pursuant to and in accordance with the Inter—GovemmentaI Commercial
Transactions law or under the International and Inter-Governmental cominitments
of the Federal Government; or’ , '

(b)  who is an investor that has invested in a qualified investment duly notified in the -

. First Schedule to the Foreign Investment (Promotion and Protection) Act, 2022
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_ :(XXXV 0f2022); or C
() who may be a Federal Government D1v1s10n, Department or subordinate
‘ ofﬁce or any company, corporatlon or statutory body fully-owned, controlled
or managed by Federal Government, or a Provincial Government ora Local -
Government through its . respectrve Department, or ‘any company,
corporation or statatory body fully owned controlled or managed by a
Provincial Government; or : : : '
(d  who may be approved by’ the Federal Government or notlfied under any
. other law for the time being i m force, or : :

" (e) selected through a competi_tive bidding.

Explanatlon For removal of doubt, it is stated that public procurement laws shall
: -apply only in respect of sub-clause (e) of thls clause,

(5) ',The party executing the track access and rail ,‘Idevelopmentfagreernent shall be
required to meet the qualification criterion approved-and notified by the Board from time -

- totime, and communicated to the- party pnor to the entry 1into such track access and rail

development agreement

Provided that any party that meets the cnterla of sub-clause (b) of clause (4) shall be
“deemed to meet the qualification cr1ter1a necessary for track access and rall development,

" agreements.

(6) ~ THe track access and rail development agreements entered in pursuance to thls
‘Order shall be governed solely.by the provisions of thls Order and apphcable rules and
regulations made under to this Order.:

- (7). Track access shall be ‘materialized by offerlng Pakistan Ra11ways network and =
infrastructure to the parties for its efficient use, facilitating competitien, revenue -
generation, improving safety, strateg1c planning and investments, threugh operahons of ’
freight ‘and passenger train services with their own locomotives and rolling stock.

(8) - Any amendment, or purported—amendment of a track access and rail

- developmenit -agreement shall be made ‘with the consent of parties and shall not: be
. effective unless that amendment has been approved by the Board : ’
- (9)  The charges, fee, revenue sharing, etc., from partles shall be approved by the
Board and included in the relevant track access agreement
- (10) - Pakistan Railways may provide train crew or other requisite personnel on mutually '
agreed terms and,if requlred also. offer maintenance fac111t1es for locomotives and: rolling
stock. : ‘
(11) The loard shall app'rove' the railway network and infras’tructure usage plan
(time-tabling) to be subinitted by Pakistan Ra11ways keepmg due margins for mamtenance ,
and rehabilitation works.

(12) .The Federal Government Inspector of Railways (FGIR) shall carry out per10d1c _
' -mspectlons of the railway network for ensuring safety of train operatioss.

(13)'  The Board shiall sanction thé use of any rolling stock-on the ra11way network after ,
- ascertaining its su1tab111ty and conformance to the prescribed standards. '

" (14) TheBoard shall require the parties and Pakistan Railways to furnish perlodlcally, o
but not later than one year, the operatmg and ﬁnanc1al results and any other mforma‘non
~ that may be neeessary :



10.

1.

(l 5) Pakrstan Rallways shall maintain deta1led records of all track 8CCess requests the -

allocations and capdcity usage. An annual report shall be submitted-to the Board detailing

volume of track access requests and approvals utilization of network capacity, track .
ac¢ess charge revenues, performance matrix, and any incident of non-comphance ‘

(16) The Board shall oversee the 1mp1ementat10n of track access and rail development ‘

. ~agreements and investigate complaints and d1sputes regarding unfair treatment, capacity
- denial or discriminatory practices.

(17) Any d1spute between the parties to a track access and rail development

~ agreement shall be settled in accordance with the terms of the agreement.

(18) - The Board, keepmg in view the best International practices, may perform any
other function or exercise any power that may be incidental or consequential fo the .

-performance of any of its functmns or the exercise of any of its powers.

(19) The agreements which were srgned u.nder the Track Access (2005) and are: st111
valid shall continue to-be in .force subject to fulfillment of conditions. precedent and
revision of clauses, rates, charges fee, etc:, as may be mutually agreed between the
part1es , _

(20) The Federal Govemment may, in the national- mterest and by notrﬁca’non in the

- -official Gazette, ‘exempt any party or a project- from.all or-any of the prov1srons of this
.Order-or any other law govermng the ’o:ack access and rail development, for the time
bemg in force.”,

_ Amendment of Article 5, P. O No. 33 of 1962.- In'the said Order in Artlcle 5,-
(@  inclause (a), after the semlcolon atthe end the word “and” shall be added; .

(b)  inclause (b), for the word “Provincial”, the word “Federal” shall be substituted and
- “forthe semicolon, at the end, a full stop _shall_be substituted; and '

(c) . clauses (c)-and (d) shall be omrtted

_ Amendment of Artlcle 6, P.O.No. 33 of 1962.- In the said Order, i in Article 6 -

(8  in'clause (1),.in sub- clause (a) after the semicolon, at the end, the word “an ?
shall be added;

()  sub-clause (b) shall be omitted; and _
(© clauses @), »(3) and (5) shall be omitted.

Omission of Artlcle 7,P. O No.33 of 1962 In the sa1d Order, Arti'cle’?‘ éhall be omitte‘d.

. Omission of Artlcle 8 P 0. No 33 of 1962 In the said Order Art1cle 8 shall be omitted.

Omlssmn of Article 9 P. O No. 33 of 1962 In the said Order Artlcle 9 shallbe omrtted

Omntission of Schedule, P.O, No 33 of 1962 In the said :Order, the Schedule at the end _

shall be omitted.

STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

4



Certain amendments have been proposed in the Transfer of Railways Order, 1962 (P.O. No. 33
of 1962)~fhrqtigh the Transfer of Railways (Amendment) Ordinance, 2025 X of 2025), being laid as
a Bill. The purpose of amendmenté is for creating an enabling environment for track access and
rail_ development. Track access and. rail developmént is very much essential for economic

‘ ~ growth of the country through regional connectivity.

2. To lessen the burden on Federal Govem.ment certain functions have been conferred upon

‘Railway Board, mcludmg the function of creating or dlsmanthng a railway line, in the aftermath

of Mustafa Impex case cited as PLD 2016 SC 808.
3. The redundant provisions rega.r.dmg easte_rn and Weste_,rh railways have been omitted. |

4. The Bill seeks to achieve the aforesaid object. -

MUHAMMAD HANIF ABBAST

_ Féderai. Minister for Railways
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Now, "I‘HEREFOR.E, in exercise of the powers conferred by 'clause-‘('l) of .

Article 89 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the President
_is pleased to 'make and: promulgatc the following Ordinance'“ﬂ—-

1. - Short title and cammencement.—-{l) This Ordmance shall be

_caIIed the Transfer of Railways (_Amendment) Ordmance, 2025.

@ .1 shall come into force at once.

2. Amcndment of Article 1, P.O. No. 33 of 1962.-—n the Transfer- |

- of Railways Order, 1962 (P.0. No. 33 of 1962), hereinafter referred to as “ithe
said Ordel” in Arncle Iin clause ( 1), the \vords “Transfer of™ shall be omltted

' - 3. Amendment of Arficle 2, P.O.’ No. 33 of 1962 --—[n the said
Order, in Article 2,—

.(a) in clatlsc (a), after the scmxcolon at the end, the word * and shall
be added; .

(b) in clause {b), for the semlcolon at the end, a full stop shall be
qubbtltuted and

(c) clause (cyshall be dmitte‘d

' 4. Amendment of Article 4, P.O. No. 33 of 1962.—In thc said
Order, 1n Artxclc4—

(a)- “ in the marginal note, for the word: “Boards”, the wo1d “Board™

shall be subsntuted

' (B.) for clause (3),-the{Eollbwing‘ clalisc.sllaii.'bc_éubstitute‘_d, namely:— -

“(3) All actions taken by the ﬁoﬂrd in the discharge of its

Functions shall be expressed in writing ancl signed by thc Sceretary
" of the Board.”; and

(c) after clause (3), the féllowiﬁg new clause shall be added, nanﬁcl’y¥

(4) The Board shall take decision on the construction of new
railway lines or the modification, closing or dismantling of any

1azIWay line and shall coordinate on rail movements into and from -

ports:

Providcd that the Board shall not alter the termis and
-conditions of any contract refating fo the conveyance of defence
traftic, alter the priority of movement in respect of defence traffic

)
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'md close or dlsmantle any railway line’or make any modifications
in the defence lines except \Viﬂl the '\pploval of Ministry of
Defeuce

5 '.Imel ‘tion of Article 4A, P.O. No. 33 of 1962.—In the said Order,
after Article 4, the'following new AI'{Z!CIC shall be inserted, namely:— -

‘4A Track aceess.—{1}-For the purposes of this Alth]C, “track
access agreement’ means a track accéss agreenient pursuant to which a

- private party is granted, in consideration for track access charges, a right -

to access the Pakistan Raitways network and infrastructure and to
operate rolling-stock ,on the: Pakistan Railways network, in accorddnte

- with the tcrms of such lrdck access acrrccmu.nt as amendcd from tmnc to

t:me

@) ’Not\vithslauding " anything contained, in the Railway
Regulatory  Authority Ordinance, 2002 (XCI of- 2002), hcrcmafter- |
referred to as ‘Oldmancn XCH of 2002°,—

.(a)‘ subjcct 1o sUb-é:lauses(b) and ‘ {c), until’ the Railway
Régulatory Authority is constituted under Ordinance XCII of
2002, the Board shall exercise overall regulatory oversight

.ahd ensure compliance of track access by pmfatc parties, both
local and foreign for freight and passenger services;

(b} Ordinance XCII of 2002 shall not apply to any tmck access

© " agreement, including amendments .thereto," executed under

this Order, prior to or subscquent to the establishment of the
Railway Regulatory Authonty, and

(c¢) the Railway chulatory Authority, whenever constituted,

- ghall have no’ jurisdiction to canccl, amend, or otherwise

- modify any such agrsement or amendmcnts thereto, apprOVCd

~and entexed into bcforc or after its estabhshmcnt :

‘ (3) ‘Subject to. clau‘xes (4) aud {5), the Board is authorized . to
approve track access agrecmcnts for the access to and use of Pakistan

Railways network and infrastructurc and Railways. Division is

. authorized to enter into such track access agreements as approved by the

Board.

(4) The Railways Division may cnter mlo track acccss
agrecments with a private party,— '
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(a) pursuant to and in accordance Wlth the Inter-Goveinmental
Comimercial Transactions law or under the International

and Inter-Governmental commitments of the I'edcral
Government or -

(t) who is an investor that has invested in a qualified investment
duly notified in the First Schedule to the Foreign Investment

(Promotion and Protection) Act, 2022 XXXV of 2022); or

(c) selected tlrough a competitfve bidding.

(5) The private party executing the track acoess agreement shall

be required to mect the qmliﬁcafion critcrion approved and notified by
the Board from time to time, and communicated to_the prwaic party,
pnor fo the entry mto suclhi track access agreement: .

Provided that any private party tlxat meets the criteria of sub-
clause (b) of clause {4) shall be dcemed to meet the qualification criteria
necessary for track access agreements.

A{6) The frack access agréements Lntcrcd in pursuancc to this

Order shall be governed solcly by the provisions of this' Order and
vapphcablc rules and regulations made urider 1o this Order.

(7) Track access shall be matcrmhm.d by offering Pakistan
Railways network and infrastructure to the private parncs forits cfficient

use, facilitating competition, revenue generation, improving. safety,
strategic planning and investments, thwough operations of freight and
passenger train services with their own lOCOIl]Otl\'ES and rolling stock,

(8) Any amendmient, or purported amendment, of a track access

“agreement shall be made with the consent of parties and shall.not be.

- effective unlcss that amendment has been approved by the Board.

(9) The chqrges, tec revenue slmrmg, etc., from private pqmes

-shall be approved by the Board and mcluded n- the relevant track access

agrcement.

{10) Pakistan Railways may provide ualn Crew or othcr rcquisite
personnel .on muiually " agreed terms and, if required, also offer
maintenance facilities for locomotives and rolling stock.

(11) The Board shall ‘approve’ the rmailway network and
- infrastructure usage plan (tlme-tabhng) to be submitted by Pakistan

Railways keeping due margins’ for maintenance and rehablhtatlon
works.

-y




-
L]

. = .
w;achiy
.

THB GAZETTE OF PAKISTAN, E"(TRA NOV 3, 2025 769

PARTI] -

(12) The Federal Government Inspcctm of: Rallwayq (TGIR) shall,
carry out penochc inspections of the railway network for ensuung safety

- of train operations,

(13) The Boﬁrd shall sanction the use of any rolling stock on the
raitway network after ascertaining its smtablhty 'md conformance to the
prescribed standards.

- (14) The Board shall tequire. the private parties and Pakistan
Railways to furnish periodically, but not later than one year, the
operating and financial reqnlts and any. other mforrnanon that ‘may | be
necessary _

(15) Pakistan Rzulways shall maintain detailed records of all track
access requests, Lhe allocations and capacity usage. An annual report
shall be submitted to the Board detailing volume of track access requests

~and approvals, utilization -of network capacity, . track access charge
-revenueo, performance matnx, and any mmdent of uon»-compllauce '

(16) The Board shall -ov.crsce the implementation of tl'ack-acces_s

agreements and investigate complaints and disputes regarding unifair

treatment, capacity denial or discriminatory practices.

(17) Any dispute between the parties to a track access agrecment

“shall be settled in accordanc‘c with the terms of the agreciment.

(18) The erd kcepmg in view thc best Tntcinational practices,

- may perform any other function ‘or. excrcisc any power that may be

mcidental or consequential to the pertorm'mc.c of any of its ﬁmctxons or’
the exercise. of any of its powers. :

,'(1-9)’ The agrecxncnts‘ which were signed under the Track Access
(2005) and are still valid shall continue, to be in force subject to

fulfillment of conditions .precedent and revision of clauses, rates,

charges, fee, ete., as may be mutually aglecd between the parties.

(20) The Federal Govcrnmcnt may, in; the national intercst and by
notification i in the official Gazette, exempt any privatc party or a project

from all or any of the provisions of this Order or any other Iaw :
‘ goVemlng, s the track aceess, f01 the time belng in force ”

6. Amendment of A:tlcle 3, P 0. No 33 of 1962 —in the s'ud_ _
Order mArticle 5 35— '

(a)A in clause (a), after the senncolon, at the end, the word “aud” shall'
be added; : -
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" (b) in clause (b), for the word “Provinbial" the word “F edéral” éllail, .

be substituted and for the semicolon, at the end, a fuil stop slnll be
* substituted; and

() clauses () and (d) shall be omitted. |

7. Amendment of Article 6, P,0. No. 33 of 1962 ——In the said
Order, 1 m Article 6,-

(a) . in clause (1), in sub—clause (a) after the senncolon, at the end, the
" yord “and” shall be added;

(b) sub-c[z_lu_se (b) shall be on;ittcd; and
() clauses (2), (3) and (5) shail bc omitted.

8. | QOmission of Artxclc 7, P. O No 33 of 1962.—In the said Ordcr,

C Aruclc 7 shall be omitted.

9.  Omission of Artlcle 8, P.O. No 33 of 1962 —Tn the said Order,
Article 8 shall be omitted.

10. Omlssmn of Article 9, P, O. "Io. 33 of 1962 —In the satd Order,
Artlclc 9 shall be om1tted

- - -

11, Onnssmn of Schedulc, P.O. No.-33 of 1962.—In the .said Order,
vthe Schcduic, at the cnd, shall be omitted.
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RAJA NAEEM AKBAR.
Secretary.
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