[AS PASSED BY THE SENATE]
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to amend the Nationaf Tariff Commission Act, 2@15

..

WHEREAS, it is expedient to amend the Net;onai Tarlff
Commission Act, 2615 (XII of 2015)3?11 'the manner ‘and for the
purposes hereinafter anpearma ' RVTITRCEE S
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2 Amenmmem: e‘f seci:mn 4?» 2:@%‘{12 of 2015.~ In the
‘Naticnal Tariff f‘cfnmzssscm Act, ‘293\5\ 1@@ of 2015), hereinafter
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referred as the afcz Act, i sec-eon*ﬁi,fém ubusectxcvn (1), for Tzhe word
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c ;menemem oF 3 geqaiees ACE XII of 2045~ “Tin the said
Act, in section 5, for sub.’ge‘ﬁt\ (2), th,_ fouewing sha:r be substituted,
namely:~ N ~'\<;g T s :
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(a’}“ -3 masi:ers or profess;onai degree or qualification
= fromy ai- accredsted university or institute in the
f gid .of. law,~blsiness, econamics,. accountancy,’
tarsffs ‘and” trade, commerce and trade or a
trade ‘related subject and having knowledge of
_trad.e remedy laws sha!l be an advantage, and
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(b} Fﬁ:een years of professional work experience in
" the field of law, business, economics,
accountancy, harmonized fariffs, commerce and
trade, tariffs and trade or other trade related
technical field and direct work experience in
trade remedy lawes shall be an advantage.”.
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4.  Amendment of section 7, Act XII of 2015.- In the sald
~Act, In section 7, for sub-section (2), the following shall bg substituted,
- namelyi- S o
‘ “(23} If the position of the Chairman becomes vacant, the
Faderal Government shall notlfy a member as Chairman,™
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- STATEMENT OF GBIECTS AND REASONS

The Natonal Teriff Commisaion {Amendmont Bill, 202¢ sesks o
exthance the operational efficiency and quasi-judicial capacity of the Nafional Teiff
Commission (NTC). The National Tariff Commissionhas been established under the
National Taxiff Commission Act, 2015 with the mandate to administer and enforce
trade resvedy lawa of Pokistan, including anfi-dumping, 'countefvalling and
safeguard measures,  in accordance with hational legisiation arkd infernational
chbligations, - ' :

2. . Under the éxisting Nationa! Tariff - Commissicn Act, 2015, the
Cormmission: is comprised of five members, and with the increasing complexity of
international trade disputes and the growing voltaie of raderemedy investigations,
the ¢urrenit stricture faces significant administrative botilenecks, This Bill proposes
the following key reforms: - ' -

1, Expansion of the Commission: Over tme, the workload. of the
Commissior has increased significantly owing to the growing volume
and complexity of trade remedy cases. In. order to enhante the
institutional capacity of the Commission, emsure availability of
adequate techmical expertise, and faciitate timely disposal of cases, it
has become necessary o stremgthen the composition of the
Commission by increasing the mumber of its Members. By increasing
the rumber of members from five upto seven, the Commission can

_handle a higher volime of cases concuzrensly. ’ .

2, Refining Eligibility criteria for Members of the Commission: NTC's
mandnte involves complex legal, economic, and ixade-re!a_ted
determinations, incleding enti-dumping and sefeguard measures,
which requires higher standard of technical expertise, Amendment in
Sectiori 5 regarding eligibility , parameters of Members of the
Commission: will ensure multidisciplinary technical expertise of the
members which will enabile NTC to attzact most relevant and. suitable

" hmman resource o pexform functions assigned to it under the Act.

3. Succession and Vacancy Management: The Bill amends Section 7 fo
harmonize the -vacamcy-filling ~process providing roomt for
‘appointment of Chairman. While it allows any of the members to
perform the functions of the Chairman temporarily o ensure
continuity, it also mandates that a permanent appointment through the
prescribed separate process must be completed within the prescribed

. time frame. ' ' ' :

g The proposed amendments are- designed to modemize the NTC,
sirengthen its institutional framework, ensuring urinterrupted funictioning of the
Comumission for swift disposal of trade remedy cases and to provide a more robust
legat framework that can withstand the scrutiny of litigation.




