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C SENATE SECRETARIAT

tR.EPORT ON THE POINT OF PUBLIC IMPORTAN CE RAISED BY SENATOR :
KAMRAN MURTAZA AND SENATOR DAN ESH KUMAR REGARDING
aINFLATED AIRFARE FOR FLIGHTS TO OUETTA REFERRED BY THE -

HOUSE ON 15TH JULY, 2025

I Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood Chalrman Standing Commlttee on '

Defence, have the honour to present, on behalf of the Committee, this report-on Point of

. wPubhc Importance raised by Senator Kamran Murtaza and Senator Danesh Kumar
_' regardmg inflated airfare for ﬂlghts to Quetta referred by the House on 15% July, 2025. .

-'I‘he Matter was referred to the Standmg Commlttee on Defence for consideration and

qreport

12. " . The composition of the -C‘ommittee:is‘as under: : L
* 1. Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood - Chairperson.
R % ~ Senator Syedaal Khan (Deputy Chairman) IR Member .
:.. 3. Sepator DrAfnan UllahKhan - - .. Member
4 .SenatorAnwarulHaq , o S '._'M‘elnber -
| 5., Senator Farooq Hamid Naek - " Member
, 6. Senator Saleem Mandviwalla e Member'
| 7. Senator Abdul Qudoos ' . Member -.
' | -~ 8.© Senator Musadik Masood Malik Member
‘ 9. Senator-Samina Mumtaz Zehri * . Member
{  10.:  Senator Dr.Zarqa Suharwardhy Talmur ) - "Member
S . Senator Umer Farooq 7 . ' Mémber
12, Senator Atta-ul-Haq . , o - Member
- 13. - Senafor RubinaNaaz _ ©~ Member - . .
14. Senator Mashal Azam Co e e e e Mamber-- e
3’ ; - i The Commlttee took up the Matter in 1ts ‘meetings- held _e_njeémJanuary,

: 2026 3 June 2026 8t June, 2026 and the final conSIdera’uon of the Matter was held o

—_——

on 30th June, 2026 attended by the following Members: _ o '
vSenator Muhammad Tatha Mahmood ‘ Chairp'enspn

S
’[ o, Sepator AttaulHaq . . . N T Mémber
. .'3.  Senator Dr Afnan Ullah Khan | ) o wesMember
i 4 ’Sen.ato.r Danesh Kumar . e ' Mover -
. - 5. Senator Kamran Murtaza - ‘ ) 'Mover

e



4 Durmg the course of drscussmns, the Committee deliberated upon the

‘Matter in detail and . sought the views of the Movers, Ministry of Defence and T

rep1 esentanves of the private airlines. The summary of the proceedings of the meetings
on the subJect matteris provzded below .
5. The Movers ‘Senator Kamran Murtaza and Senator - Danesh$ Kumar'
_dlscussed tHe issue of airline fares on domestlc route from Quetta to Islamabad The
dJscussron focused on the significant fluctuation in airfares and the burden placed on
‘ passengers due to dyhamic pricing mechanisms adopted by alrlmes

6. Mover Senator Kamran ‘Murtaza highlighted that airfare pricing appears ‘
.hrghly inconsistent, with substantial differences observed between advance bookings and ‘
last-minute purchases Tt was noted that tickets booked several days or weeks in advance
are avallable at comparatively lower rates, whereas tickets purchased closer to the -
: departure date can rise s1gn1f1cant1y, 111 some cases exceedmg PKR 100, 000 fora one-way- ‘
journey. This issue is partlcularly concerning for passengers. traveling under urgent or
unavoidable cucumstances 1nc1ud1ng parhamentarlans attendmg ofﬁmal meetings on’
short notlce The Movers pointed out that Quetta faces unique cha]lenges Dueéto security -
concerns and limitations . on road travel, passengers are heavily dependent on air
transport which increases demand and results in’ hlgher fares. Concerns were raised -
regardlng the absence ofa transparent and standardized pricing formula. He emphasmed |
~ the need for a clear mechanism that hnks fares to factors such as distance, peranonal
costs, fuel consumptton, and other overheads R
7. '~ Mover Senator Danesh Kumar hrghhghted the operational and prlmary
socm—economlc obligations. of airlines under the existing aviation policy: It was noted
that, as per pohcy prowswns, Pakistani air carriers are required to allocate a specrﬁed :
portlon of their total capacity, measured in Available Seat Kﬂometers (ASK), to domestic -
trunk prlmary, and socio- economlc routes The. Mover emphas1zed the need for
transparency and accountabrhty in the 1mplementat10n of this policy. The Mover said that
he will forward a letter seeking detailed information regarding the extent to which an'hnes
have comphed with the stipulated requlrement Specifically, on the percentage of capac1ty ‘
ﬂ actua]ly allocated by each alrlme to these routes, and whether any deviations from the

- policy had - occurred: Senator Danesh Kumar also ralsed concerns regardmg the

operational rehabﬂlty of Air Sial, stating that the airline frequently cancels its flights to

Quetta on the pretext of adverse weather cond1t10ns or low passengers, even in instances
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; where Paklstan Internatloual Airlines (PIA) continues to operate flights on the same

toute. This 1ssue was hrghhghted as a matter of concern, partlcularly in relation to
!
passenger inconverience and service consistency. T :

8. ~ The Deputy Managmg D1rector (DMD) of Airblue informed the Comm1ttee

that the airline is plannmg to commence flight operauons 10 Quetta by December 2026,
'followmg the induction of addmonal aircraft into its fleet. Thrs development was noted ,
.as a posu:rve step towards 1mprovmg air connectivity to Balochistan.
9 o The Muuster of Defence explamed that the current pricing system operates :
o on market-based prmmples where fares are determined by demand and supply.
- dynamrcs Palustans aviation sector is a competitive market, w1th mulhple pnvate
'arrhnes operatmg on various routes, mcludmg Quetta. The concept of inventory

management was explained, whereby ticket prlces adjust automatlca]ly based on seat

' avallabrhty and bookmg patterns.

10. - The Mlmstry -assured that a detailed report regardmg the repeated ﬂlght

caucellatmns by Arr Sial on the Quetta route would be submitted after thorough _'

mvestrgatrons to the Commlttee for review. The Mmrstry also assured that a

: comprehensrve wrltten response would be furnished to the- Mover that would include . -
detaJled data on alrhne compliance with the policy of secondary routes the penalties

8 lmposed in cases of non—comphance, and the measures being taken by the- authontres to.

ensure effectrve enforcément of the polley framework.

TR ' The Cominittee, after the detaﬂed dlscussmn, dlsposed of the matter for

: i

‘ submlssron of report to the House.
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