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SENATE SECRETARIAT

Subject: Report of the Standing Committee on National Heritage & Culture on [The
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(Amendment) Bill, 2026]

I, Chairman, Standing Committee on National Heritage & Culture, have the honour to present
report on the Government Bill [The National Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa)
(Amendment) Bill, 2026], passed by the National Assembly and transmitted to the Senate which was then

taken up in the Senate sitting held on 21% May, 2026 and referred to this Committee for consideration and

report.
2. The composition of the Standing Committee on National Heritage & Culture is as under:
1. Senator Hidayatullah Khan Chairman
2. Senator Abdul Wasay Member
3. Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar Member
4. Senator Bushra Anjum Butt Member
5. Senator Faisal Javed Member
6. Senator Falak Naz Member
7. Senator Muhammad Aurangzeb ) Member
8. Senator Rubina Khalid Member
9. Senator Rubina Naaz Member
10. Senator Sarmad Ali Member
11. Senator Syed Wagar Mehdi Member
12. Minister for National Heritage & Culture Ex-Officio Member
3J; The Committee considered the Bill in its meeting held on 11% June, 2026, under the

Chairmanship of Senator Hidayatullah Khan, which was attended by the following honourable Members:-

1. Senator Hidayatullah Khan Chairman

2. Senator Bushra Anjum Butt Member

3. Senator Rubina Khalid Member

4. Senator Syed Waqar Mehdi . Member

5 Mr. Aurangzeb Khan Khichi Ex-Officio Member

Minister for National Heritage & Culture




4, The Executive Director, Lok Virsa, apprised the Committee regarding the proposed amendments
in the National Institute of Folk and Traditional Heritage (Lok Virsa) Ordinance, 2002. He informed that
in pursuance of the instructions of the Cabinet Division dated 13™ May, 2025 regarding substitution of the
term “Federal Government” with the appropriate authority in relevant laws and rules, necessary
amendments are being proposed in specific provisions of the Lok Virsa Ordinance, 2002 in order to get

the Institute’s functioning smooth and expedient. He elaborated the amendments clause by clause.

5 The Committee while discussing the Bill, inquired as to what hurdles were being faced by the
Government by using the term “Federal Government”. It was replied that in a famous Mustafa Impex
case, definition of the “Federal Government” was determined by the Supreme Court as “the Prime
Minister and the Cabinet”. This definition caused inefficiency in the governance because Cabinet was
required to be consulted in connection with every decision, major or minor. Therefore, to overcome this

difficulty, amendments are being proposed for substitution of the term “Federal Government” with
appropriate authority.
6. After detailed deliberations, the Committee unanimously supported the proposed amendments

and voted in favour of the Bill.

7 Accordingly, the Committee recommended that “The National Institute of Folk and Traditional
Heritage (Lok Virsa) (Amendment) Bill, 2026 as passed by the National Assembly, may be passed by

i

aheed) (Senator yatullah Khan)
Chairman

the Senate of Pakistan, (Copy of the Bill is annexed).

(Rafaqgat
Secretary Committee




"‘r\_.

WHEREAS u expedxent to amend the

ltis hereby enacted as follows'- ,

'1.4 Skorttlﬂeand comm By

Ty 5 Amendmentfof section 7, ‘\0:

section 7,—




e

-2-

9. Amendment of section 18, Ordinance LIV of 2602~
section 138, for the expreqswn “Federal Govemment” ‘the esmreﬁstcm’“
be substituted.

10. Insertmz; of newsection 21, Ol;ginanc
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Institute ohtamed_an autonomous statutory legal mia:n.q
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