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SENATE SECRETARIAT

REPORT OF THE SENATE STANDING COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR &
NARCOTICS CONTROIL_ON “THE ANTI-RAPE (INVESTIGATION AND
TRIAL) (AMENDMENT) BILL, 2026, MOVED BY SENATOR BUSHRA
ANJUM BUTT., IN THE SENATE SITTING HELD ON 24™ AUGUST, 2026.

. I, Senator Faisal Saleem Rehman, Chairman, Standing Committee on Interior
. and Narcotics Control, have the honor to present this report, -on behalf of the
- Committee, on the Bill further to amend the Anti-Rape (Investigation & Triaf) 2A( T,
2021, “THE ANTI-RAPE (INVESTIGATION. AND TRIAL) (AME r*;ﬁ.
BILL, 2026, moved by Senator Bushra Anjum Butt, in the Senate Sittingreld
August, 2026, and referred to the Committee for consideration and repefil..”

2. The composition of the Committee is as under:- - (%
1. Senator Faisal Saleem Rehman airman
A Senator Syedaal Khan % Member
3,  Senator Syed Faisal Ali Sabzwari @ Member
4,  Senator Shahadat Awan Member
5. Senator Naseema Ehsan - Member
6. Senator Saifullah Abro " % - Member
-7, Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehr _ Member
‘8. Senator Umer Farooq £ >, _ Member
9.. .Senator Palwasha miafad Zai Khan Member
10.. Senator Jam Saifplia an - : Member -
. 11. = Senator Muhap::ma yTalha Mahmood Member
- 12. . Senator Mir Pgltain Khan Domki Member
13, Senator D{ Aar Khan o+ - Member
14.. SenatqrAbfdSher AH - ©© Member =
15.  MipisteRfor Interjor & Narcotics Control Ex-Officio Member

3 The Gomyrittee considered the Bill during its meeting held on 7% September,

2026, whs attended by the following Members, namely:-
. \ . ‘

Senator Faisal Saleem Rehman " Chairman

. Senator Muhammad Talha Mahmood - Member
3. Senator Shahadat Awan - . "Member.
4. Senator Naseema Ehsan Member
5. Senator Saifullah Abro : Member
6.. Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri : Member:
7. Senator Umer Farcoq - L ~
8. Senator Palwasha Muhammad Zai Khan
9.

Senator Jam Saifullah Khan
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‘of the FIR, ordinarily within four to six jo

10.  Senator Dilawar. Khan - ) | Member

11. Minister of State for Interior ' Ex-officio Member
12.  Senpator Bushra Butt - Mover .
13. - Senator Sarmad Ali - Mover.

3. During the briefing Senator Bushra Anjum Buit, Mover of the Bill, apprised the
Committee that the said Bill had been passed by the National Assembly and later on
she moved the same in the Senate as private Member’s Bill. While sharing its salient
features and objectives, she stated that child abuse, in all its forms physical, sexual,
emotional, and neglect remained one of the most pressing societal issues in Refyistan,
directly impacting the most vulnerable members of society. She highlighteti kot the
judicial process in such cases often suffered from delay, complex pro edvges
lack of specialized support, resulting in further harm to child victig(§ apd that the
trauma caused by prolonged legal proceedings, coupled with the fea’ of It midation or
re-victimization, undermined the effectiveness of the justice s tettand the overall
wellbeing of the child. She further stated that the Bill sfught’ to address these
challenges by introducing & specialized framework for the 5@5&1 effective handling

of child abuse cases. : .

4. The representative of the Ministry of Law @ Stice apprised the Committee
that sub-rule (5) of Rule 6 of the Anti-Rape Viddicd=Legal) Rules, 2022, made under
the Act, already provided that examination oftligyittim be conducted, after registration .
&3 He further stated that a separate bail-
related provision was unnecessary, as eclioh 29 already made the relevant provisions
of the Code of Criminal Procedurg icable, and the scheduled offences remained
subject to the existing statutory iPwesime; the Bill was accordingly opposed by the

Law Division. - -

5. . ‘While endorsing fhe Mew point of the Ministry of Law, the Minister of State for
Interior & Narcotics c@- suggested the Committee to seek comments from all the

provinces first on ‘!&% T and urged to defer its consideration until receipt of their
response in the mattct. Thereafter, notwithstanding the Law Division's dissent, the
BT to vote, and the Committee unanimously recommended that the

Chairman. puj-~ig
@ in the Senate, may be passed.

Bill, as infag
(HAMMAD KHAN MARRI) (SENA FAISAL SALEEM REHMAN)
1.S / Secretary (Committee) Chairman (Committee)
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Islamabad, the
74 September, 2026.
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[AS PASSED BY THE NAT:éﬁAg ASSEMBLY] .
. |
BiLl
to amehd the Anti-Rape (Investigation and Tricl) Act, 2091 ' '

- WHEREAS, lt 1s expedlunt to amend the Antlnaape (lnvesﬂgaﬂan -
' ahd Trial) Agt) 2021 (XXX of 2021], In the manner and for the pw‘pﬁsefs

liereinafter appeating;

Itis hereby enacted as follows:-
1. Sﬁ‘pi"t title and commencement.- (1) This Bill may be éafled
the Anti-Rape [Investi_gatioh and Trial) (Amendment) Bill, 2026' .

(2) itshall come into force at.once.

2 Amendment of section 4 Act XXX of 2021.~ In-the said Agct,
in s‘et’:tiﬁh 4, in sub-sectlon (2), lii.the prowse, for the full stop:atithe &nd 3
“colon shall Be: substituted and .therea_fter.the following new .prgyiso. shiall

be added namely:- _
“provided further that in every case where a.child"is alléged

to be a viétin of abuse, the police shall ensufe that a-Medical
examination is conductgd w;ithir}. twenty-four hodrs- of the report, .
The examination should be carried out by a qualified forensic
expert in'a maﬁner that upholds: the dignity, safety, and privacy of

. the child. The forensic evidenge gathered during- the. medical
examination must be preserved and-submitted as part of the

investigation.”.
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3, lnsertlon Of new sectlon 15A, Act xxx of 2021 - I the said

Act, after section 16, the following new section 16A, shall be mserted,
namely:- | S
“15 ;- Ball 6"nlv it exceptional clicumstances.- In cases of sexual
abuSe, physlcal abuse, or exploitatlon of children, the court shail

deny bail unless exceptional ¢ircumstances exist. The court shall

"--consxder the best interests of ‘the c¢hild victim, including - the °
. ,potentlal for further harm or mtlmldatlon by the accused ‘Bail miay . -
" only bé granted after a careful assessment of the chlld s safety and

welfare”.
| STATEMENT OE OBJECT S. AND REASONS

Ch{lcl abuse, in all its fors physwal sexual emotlonal abuse,

and neglect remains one of the most pressmg sometal ISSI.IES n
Pakistan, directly :mpactlng the iost vulnerable fnernbeis “6f

- soc:ety The Jud:c1al process in- such cases of-ten suffers from delays,

' -complex procedures, and a lack of specuallzed support resultmg m
further. harm to the child victims. The trauma caused by prolonged-

- legal proceecllngs, coupled with the fear of mtlmuda’cion ‘or .re-
‘ .wctlmizatlon, undermines the effectiveneSs of the- justlce system)
= and the overall wellbemg of the ‘child. This Bill seeks to address
- - these. challenges by mtroduclng a specuallzed framework for the
: sw:ﬁ: and efl’ectwe handling of chuld abuse cases;
Sd/-

MS. NOSHEEN iFTIKHAR
Member, Natlonal Assembly
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