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Islamabad, the 30!)& June 2&.,6 8N %

E. No. ~2(1)1’2(}26—I’UB,-‘—’-- The, ﬁgilowmg Ordinance
promulgated on 30th June, 202§ hy’ the Pres:dent is hereby’pubhshed for general
information:—
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(ORDINANC}L NO \’ OF 2026)
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Jurther to amend the OzZ a:gd Gal Reaulazm'y Authority Ordinance, 2002

WHEREAS, it is expedlent further to amend the Oil and Gas Regulatory
Authority Ordinance, 2002 (XVII of 2002), in the manner and for the purposes
hereinafter appearing;

AND WHEREAS the Senate and the National Assembly are not in
session and the President of Islamic Republic of Pakistan is satisfied that
circumnstances exist which render it necessary to take immediate action;

NOW, THEREFORE, in exercise of the powers conferred by clause (1) of
Article 89 of the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the President
of Islamic Republic of Pakistan is p]eased to make and promuigate the following
Ordinance:—
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1. Short title and commencement.—1) This Ordinance shall be
called the Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority {Amendment) Ordinance, 2026.

{2} It shall come into force at once.

2. Amendment of section 2, Ordinance XVII of 2002.— In the Qil
and Gas Regulatory Authority Ordinance, 2002 (XVII of 2002), hereinafter
referred to as “the said Ordinance®, in section 2, for clause (i), the following
shall be substituted, namely:— .

“(1i) “Chatrman” means the person appointed as Chairman of the
Authority and includes the Vice-Chairman when acting as Chairman or
the Civil Servant to whom the additional charge of the post of Chairman
is assigned;”

3. Amendment of section 3, Ordinance XVII of 2002.— In the said
Ordinance, in section 3, in sub-section (8}, in clause (a), for*the semi colon, at
the end, a colon shall be substituted and thereafter the fo}lowfng provxso shall be

inserted, namely:— : 2T
i o B et
i ;&"

*;‘-,. 'P

“Provided that in case the ppst;sof Chal;_nan is vacanE for the time being,
the Federal Government may#gsslgn thék adﬂmona chd'rge of the post of
Chairinan to a civil servant G‘F‘BS-ZI opzﬁqove wh rs"othenvise eligible for the
post and is not posted in thé Petrolqum D:VIs!gm%the relevant time, fora pcnod
of three months or until the appomtment.o‘ia regu]ar Chairman, whichever is

. L ASIF ALI ZARDARI,
P ' President
RAJA NAEEM AKBAR,
Secre!ar_}:
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-~ STATEMENT OF OBJECTS AND REASONS

The Oil and Gas Regulatory Authority (OGRA) has been established under the Ol
and Gas Regulatory Authority Ordinance, 2002. Secton 3(8)(a) of the Ordinance ibid provides
that the Chairman shall be appointed by the Federal Government for an initial term of four years

and shall be eligible for reappointment for a similar term.

2. However, the process for the appointment of a regular Chairman, OGRA is very
tme-consuming, It entails inter alia: advertisement of the position with a minimum period of 15
days for submission of applications; detailed scrutiny of applicants’ credentials to shottlist eligible
candidates; comprehensive interviews of the shortlisted candidates; and finally, placement of 2
panel of candidates before the Cabinet for its consideration and appointmenf of one of them as
the Chairman of the Authority. Furthermore, the time that is likely to be taken from advertisement
of the position to the appointment of the Chaitman' cannot bé‘:_pfedictgd.: For instance, if all the
applicants ate found ineligible or unsuitable, the whole procéss must bé repeated. It may be noted
that previously, the appointment process for the Chairrhan, OGRA was initated in 2020 and
concluded in 2021 since the position had to be re-advertised for the reason that the Selection

Board could not identify a suitable candidate.

3. In consideration of the above noted factors and in order to prevent the Authority
from becoming dysfunctonal pendmg the appointment of 2 Chaitman through the normal
selection and appointment process- as has been experienced recently, when the arrangement made
by designating one of the r_gem;ber.s as Vice Chairman to act as Chairman, under Section 3 (13) of
the Ordinarnce 7bid, left the Authority rudderless- the amendment in Section 2 (i) and Section

3/8)(a) of the Ordinance ibid to provide for an effective interim institutional arrangement have

been proposed.

4. The Bill titled “The Oil and Gas Regulatory Au <@cndment) Bill, 2026~

has been designed to achieve the aforesaid objectives. Q

Dr. Tarig F a Chaudhary
Federal M.lnistf?f? arliamentary Affatrs



