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SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Tuesday, the April 9, 2024

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House)
Islamabad at sixteen minutes past nine in the morning with Mr. Presiding Officer
(Senator Ishaqg Dar) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Announcement by the Secretary Senate
Mr. Secretary Senate: Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem, Honorable Members,

Members elect, (éu(M my name is Mohammad Qasim Samad Khan, | am Secretary

Senate. | would like to take this opportunity to formally welcome you all to the



Senate of Pakistan. As you are aware that this is a special sitting of the Senate, in
which the newly elected Members will take oath given in the prescribed form and
then sign the roll of Members. In the afternoon, the House will proceed to elect
the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of the Senate. This special sitting shall be
presided over by Senator elect Muhammad Ishag Dar, who has been nominated by
the President of Pakistan in terms of sub-rule 2 of Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012. |, therefore, request Senator Ishaq

Dar to kindly preside over the meeting.
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(Interruption)
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;}bjfﬁ/you have the ﬂoor‘ﬂ‘qfdj}”/iuﬂ/zv_lff!qu/gd‘}l/‘c‘;vngrticle -60¢
| would draw your attention to the Article 60 .utlegal and constitutional expert{i
it SeJi1 2 9to the exclusion of any other business ‘cff’m{fand that is very clear
you have -ugg?/gf.,l]'.;yurecentlyf Jf uu"”!idif”u“ Houseyu1swill be better
the floor now.

Point of Order raised by Senator Syed Ali Zafar regarding the legitimacy of the
process of election of the Senate Chairman and Deputy Chairman, without the
representation of Senators from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Role of the ECP in
that regard
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shall consist of ninety six members and twenty four members from each province

and Article 60 clearly state that after Senate has been constituted in accordance
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As stipulated in Article 59 of the constitution of Pakistan 1973, the Senate is to
comprise a total of 96 members, with 23 members elected from each province and
4 from ICT. The fundamental principle which underlines the establishment of the
Senate is to ensure equal representation of all provinces and units of the
federation. Thus, rightfully earning its title as ‘The House of Federation’. It is a
serious matter that must be highlighted. The current situation where Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, an integral province of our nation, is being deprived of its legitimate
right to participate in the election of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman of the
Senate. As stipulated in the Article 60(1) of the Constitution which states that after

the Senate has been duly constituted
J»Funderlinef Uitz

after the Senate has been duly constituted, it shall, at its first meeting and to the
exclusion of any other business. elect from amongst its members a Chairman and a

Deputy Chairman.



As the Election Commission of Pakistan has not fulfilled its constitutional
duty by postponing the elections in KP on 2" October 2023. Given the importance
of upholding the constitutional principles and ensuring the fair representation of

all provinces.
S bnfeso bz

fair representation of all provinces. We urge you not to initiate the process for
elections for the Senate Chairman and Deputy Chairman until the total number of
members in the Senate reaches the constitutionally mandate 96 and Senate
elections in KP are held, which is mandatory and the unit of the federation is not
deprived of its constitutional representation. It is imperative that we adhere to the

constitution requirements to maintain the integrity and legitimacy of the Senate.
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let me be neutral availing the presence of Law Minister Mr Azam Nazeer Tarar, |

would ask him to please explain the legal position and then we will come back.
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We the senators elect can’t even sit or vote until the process of oath taking is over.
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Senator Mohsin Aziz
Senator Mohsin Aziz: Thank you so much. | would like to start on a good

note in congratulating you on becoming the presiding officer and also a senator. |
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Article 60 clearly states that After the Senate has been duly constituted, it shall, at
its first meeting and to the exclusion of any other business. elect from amongst its
members a Chairman and a Deputy Chairman and, so often as the Office of
Chairman or Deputy Chairman becomes vacant, the Senate shall elect another

member as Chairman or, as the case may be, Deputy Chairman.

Now my question is this that has the House been duly constituted? Is the
House in order? | think we all know that it is not in order. The answer is big no in-
front of everyone. So, in such a case if the elections take place, this would, | think

and | firmly believe would be unconstitutional, unlawful, unjust and totally illegal.
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| do not expect this from my personal like your stature, this is what my case is and |

rest my case with you. Thank you very much.

Mr. Presiding Officer: | give the floor to the honourable Law Minister to

explain.
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Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar
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Article 60 starts with that “after the Senate has been duly constituted,..
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It shall, at its first meeting and to the exclusion of any other business. elect

from amongst its members a Chairman and a Deputy Chairman.”
-L(‘fT”and”c%—p‘”)’/')}b.«“b'tt?

“and, so often as the Office of Chairman or Deputy Chairman
becomes vacant, the Senate shall elect another member as Chairman

or, as the case may be, Deputy Chairman.”
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“and, so often as the office of Chairman or Deputy Chairman

becomes vacant, the Senate shall elect another member as Speaker

or, as the case may be, Deputy Chairman.”
_qbﬁff'word usekduly constituted zuls

“The term of office of the Chairman or Deputy Chairman shall be

[three] years from the day on which he enters upon his office.”
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Oath _g/nuﬁ}m{béuéiui@ (dunui‘”'violation Jujlféf‘ug/nufproceedings bulldoze
to the exclusion of any other « mandate §¢T28House 1wt £ 1§ us proceedings
mﬂéuj’/bfffg@'%uﬁ/’:% -« mandate T, - tsf 6 2 st 7 L _Tbusiness

-Z,uj/l)f.,l?’!gui‘/’:% Cgﬁuiunelectuﬁ/’-fv

Oath taking and signing of Roll of the Members by newly elected Senators.
Mr. Presiding Officer: Let me share with the honourable Members. No cross

talks please.

“A person elected to a House ‘alﬁf,Article 65/‘4,J/lfd/‘ui}u’.;l"q;&mgfﬂ
shall not sit or vote until he has made before the House oath in the form set out in

Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the z?.!ef,h{l’/ithe third schedule.”

“Oath of Members. A person elected as Member shall cL:,L:?/LjRule 66Senate, 2012
before taking seat in the Senate make before the oath in the form set out in the
Rulesé,b;!',third schedule in the Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan”.
in the light of the explanation .« bisidesuiuLuqu,dJ’Afd/ -‘ag/fuj/l'hjul

given by the worthy Law Minister with reference to the provisions of the

Constitution of Islamic Republic of Pakistan, the objection is over ruled and | will

u!uf-uf/lgﬂg}l//?uk@!@m@ Members elect/ 2now proceed with the oath taking.
honourable b £ _Tobo 2K w7 e UL a0 o fura,z&w» £ s e S S

you will have the floor after the oath.‘ugg}fcolleagues
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The members may please take their seats. Now, | will request the Secretary Senate
to call the names of the newly elected members one by one in English alphabet
order. So, they come here one by one and sign the roll of members to complete

the constitutional process. Yes, Secretary Sahib.

Mr. Secretary Senate: With permission of the honourable Presiding Officer |
would like to call upon the names of the newly elected members of the Senate one
by one in English alphabetical order to come in and sign the roll of members. Now,

| call upon Mr. Abdul Quddus please.
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10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

Followed

Mr. Abdul Quddus

Mr. Abdul Shakoor Khan

Mr. Dostain Khan Domki

Mr. Muhammad Aslam Abro (Not present)
Jam Saifullah Kahn

Syed Yousuf Raza Gillani

Mr. Abdul Wasay (Not present)
Mr. Ahad Khan Cheema

Mr. Ahmed Khan

Mr. Aimal Wali Khan

Amir Waliuddin Chishti

Ms. Anusha Rehman Ahmad Khan

Mr. Anwar ul Haq

Mr. Ashraf Ali Jatoi

Mr. Bilal Ahmed Khan

Ms. Bushra Anjum Butt

Mr. Dost Ali Jeesar

Mr. Hamid Khan

by TO6

T06-09Apr2024 Naeem Bhatti/ED: Khalid 10:10 am

19.

20.
21.
22.

Ms. Husna Bano

Mr. Jan Muhammad
Syed Kazim Ali Shan
Mr. Khalil Tahir
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23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.

Mr. M. Fesal Vawda (Not present)
Rana Mahmood ul Hassan
Syed Masroor Ahsan
Syed Mohsin Raza Naqvi
Mr. Muhammad Aurangzeb
Mr. Muhammad Ishaqg Dar
Mr. Muhammad Tallal Badar
Sardar Al Haj Muhammad Umer Gorgaij
Mr. Musadik Masood Malik
Mr. Nadeem Ahmed Bhutto
Raja Nasir Abbas
Mr. Nasir Mehmood
Mr. Pervaiz Rashid
Mr. Poonjo
Ms. Qurat-Ul-Ain Marri
Ms. Rahat Jamali
Ms. Rubina Qaim Khani
Followed by TO7

TO7-9April2024 Abdul Razique/Ed:  Waqas 10:20 a.m.

40. Mr. Sarmad Ali.

471. Mr. Shahzaib Durrani.

42. Mr. Syeddal Khan.

43. Mr. Zameer Hussain Ghumro.
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44. Mr. Muhammad Aslam Abro.

Mr. Secretary Senate: Now, | will request the honourable Presiding Officer to
announce the schedule of elections of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman, Senate.

Announcement by the Presiding Officer regarding procedure and timing of the
Elections for the Offices of the Chairman and Deputy Chairman

& I f’processwgg SUnte S AT AT ) 5 G #

g &t S LE» UL B e Bl e U1 S U1 U e W1 e ST UsB L

Pl HL LS e o8 F I gz adelf L5 AL Ll K sitting U

(At this stage, the Chair recognized the presence of Mr. Sarfraz Ahmed Bugti, Chief
Minister Balochistan, Members of Provincial Assemblies, former Chairmen and

Deputy Chairmen, former Senators and other dignitaries)
(Desk thumping)

Mr. Presiding Officer: | thank all of them for attending and witnessing this
historic day. | will now announce the schedule and procedure for the election of
Chairman and Deputy Chairman. Nomination forms for the election of offices of
Chairman and Deputy Chairman may be obtained from Senator Services’ Centre.
The duly filled nomination papers for the election of offices of Chairman and
Deputy Chairman will be received by the Secretary Senate in his office before
11:00 a.m. The scrutiny of nomination papers will take place at 11:15 a.m. in the
office of Secretary Senate. The scrutiny process can be seen by the candidates or
their proposers, if they so desire. The withdrawal of the nomination papers can

take place at any time before the elections. The election will take place in Senate
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Hall at 12:30 p.m. today In Shaa Allah. So, I, hereby, adjourned the House to meet

again at 12:30 p.m. today.

TO8-09APR2024 Taj/Ed: Waqas Khan 12:30 p.m.

[The House reassembled at 12:35 p.m. with Mr. Presiding Officer (Senator
Muhammad Ishaqg Dar) in the Chair]
Election for the Office of Chairman Senate

Senator.:g‘yﬂbhlo’guk&%ﬁi»@‘&l&ib@/_ﬁ/!u?)!ﬁﬂﬁ:/ffzfﬁf'lgggtz

dLoath§ul st bwe A eaGind s iy U ulyin gt cololis F2 i oolo s elect

7/

b

It appears that they are not here, so we proceed further. The nomination papers
for only one candidate Senator Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani have been received. The
name of Senator Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani has been proposed by the following
Members:-

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar
Senator Saleem Mandviwala
Senator Haji Hidayatullah Khan
Senator Syed Faisal Ali Subzwari
Senator Manzoor Ahmed

The nomination papers have been scrutinized and found to be in order.
Since only one nomination is received, so | hereby declare Senator Syed Yousaf

Raza Gillani to have been elected as Chairman Senate.

(Desk thumping and sloganeering)
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Administering of oath to the newly elected Chairman Senate
Mr. Presiding Officer: Order in the Galleries please. In terms of sub-rule 5

of Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012,
now | request Senator Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani to come to the dice and make oath
of office of the Chairman Senate.

(At this stage Senator Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani took oath as Chairman
Senate)

(Lﬂuﬁp{,&/’ﬂdfdl}:szwzlyuﬁﬁzubﬁLé k)
T09-9™ April2024 Rizwan/ED:Waqas 12:40 pm

Maiden Speech by the Chairman Senate, Syed Yousaf Raza Gillani
Mr. Chairman: Bismillahir Rahmanir Raheem. First of all | want to say Eid

Mubarrak to all the Honourable Senators. It is a unique honor and privilege to be
elected as the Chairman of this august house. | am thankful to Allah almighty for
having been given this opportunity. | am also grateful to my party and my
leadership, the Pakistan People’s Party (PPPP), our allies, PML-N and the leadership
of PML-N, MQM-P, ANP, Balochistan Awami Party, BNP, PML-Q, NP and the
Independents. And of course the JUI-F, who have reposed their trust in me. | will
Inshallah live up to their expectations.

| congratulate all newly elected members to the Senate.

This is indeed an honor, but it is also an enormous responsibility. The Senate
represents the unity of the federation; it represents the diversity and strength of
this nation. It symbolizes equality.

This is a particularly important time to be taking up this responsibility. It is
important for historical reasons and it is important for the challenges of the

present.
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Almost exactly 54 years ago, in the month of April in 1970, Pakistan passed
its federal, parliamentary, democratic and Islamic Constitution. It was this
Constitution that gave birth to the Senate. Almost exactly 45 years ago, once again
in the month of April in 1979, the creator of this Constitution, Quaid-e-Awam,
Shaheed Zulfigar Ali Bhutto was murdered. Last month, the Pakistan Supreme
Court acknowledged the judicial murder and admitted this historical injustice. We
have come a long way but we have a long way to go.

Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto after winning the first election in Pakistan held
on the basis of adult franchise and widely regarded as the only free and fair
elections in the country; also inherited a country that was broken, people were
polarized; the morale of the state institutions was at the lowest. The challenge was
herculean. Shaheed Zulfikar Ali Bhutto had to lead a process of creating consensus,
of giving hope, of giving voice to the voiceless, and formulating a constitution on
the basis of equality of citizenship and rule of law. It was the first time that a real
attempt was made to empower the provinces and acknowledge and cherish each
province’s history, norms, culture, language and ethnicity. It was the first time that
rights were granted to religious minorities, women and the poor. The Constitution
had to not only heal a broken country but to give a roadmap to thrive and flourish.
To create consensus between people and different ethnicities, different ideologies,
different worldview required leadership, democratic ethos and tolerance.

Fifty years on, the Constitution of 1973 and this house remains the
safeguard of our democracy and our federation. This journey has encountered
great turbulence and faced vicious attacks by those who don’t wish to see Pakistan

flourishing as a modern, progressive and inclusive democracy.
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Our democratic journey is a cause for celebration. But it is also a moment
for us to reflect and introspect on our constitutional journey of the past five
decades, the challenges of today and most importantly where we want to go in the
future.

In the present moment, the crisis is deep. Pakistan faces an assault by those
who seek to divide us and polarize us. Those who seek to incite hatred. Those who
seek to replace norms of civility with abuse, democracy with demagoguery.

Of the many crises we confront, the most dangerous is the attempt to sow
hatred amongst us, toxic polarization, incitement to violence, demagoguery
designed to distract from the real work that needs to be done, done by us together
and done by you the members of this House being on the frontline, in leadership
roles, representing the will and aspiration of the people and of the destiny of the
country. The PPPP has always rejected the politics of hate and preferred politics of
reconciliation and of the welfare of the people.

| have had the privilege and honor to hold the highest offices of Prime
Minister and Speaker of the National Assembly in the past. By the grace of Allah, |
have always been loyal to my politics, my convictions and my leadership however |
have been fortunate to have been blessed with the strength to discharge my
official functions without fear or favour. | will be the Chairman of the Senate for
the entire house and my ambition is to build bridges, enable dialogue and provide
a space which allows for meaningful robust discussion and disagreements within
the norms of parliamentary convention and most importantly for the progress of
this country.

When | became Prime Minister, it was a time of great fear and apprehension

with a systemic dismantling of democratic institutions by the previous regime, a
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global economic recession and a divided country. By the grace of Allah, the
leadership of my party and strength of my convictions, we steadied the ship.
Inshallah, we will succeed in returning Senate to its real glory, as a powerful
legislative house of the federation.

T10—-09Apr2024 IMRAN/ED: KHALID 12:50 am

Mr. Chairman: (Cont...) In sha Allah, we will succeed in returning Senate to
its real glory as a powerful legislative House of the Federation. | have a four decade
long political career and with the grace of Allah | have held my head high
regardless of whether | am in the Prime Minister House or in the prison. This is my
solemn commitment that | will not compromise on the dignity of this House or its
members. May Allah help us all. Thank you once again. Pakistan Zindabad.

Election for the office of the Deputy Chairman Senate
Mr. Chairman: The nomination papers of only one candidate Senator

Syedaal Khan have been received. The name of Senator Syedaal Khan has been

proposed by Following members.

1. Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar

2. Senator Sheher Bano Sherry Rehman

The Nomination papers have been scrutinized and found to be in order.
Since only one nomination is received, so | declare Senator Syedaal Khan to have
been elected as Deputy Chairman Senate in terms of Rule 1 of the Rule 10 read
with sub rule 5 of the Rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in

the Senate 2012.
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Now | request Senator Syedaal Khan to come to the dice and make the oath
of office of Deputy Chairman Senate under Rule 2 of Rule 10 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate 2012.

Administering of Oath to the newly elected Deputy Chairman Senate
(At this occasion Senator Syedaal Khan took oath of the office of Deputy Chairman)

(Thumping of desks)

Mr. Chairman: Before we conclude today’s sitting, | would like to draw your
attention to Rule 15 and 16 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
the Senate 2012 regarding independent members and declaration of the Leader of
the Opposition. As per these rules, independent members may exercise his option
to join the treasury or opposition benches, as the case may be, within seven days
from today, which is 15™ April 2024, and shall inform Secretary Senate in writing.
Furthermore, members in opposition including independent members who
support the opposition benches will submit names for the Leader of the
Opposition to the Chairman within fourteen days from today, which is 22" April
2024. Thereafter the Chairman should declare a member as the Leader of the
Opposition, who enjoys the support of the majority of the members in the

opposition to the Government.

It is pertinent to mention that an independent member who has not given
his option to join the opposition benches, shall not be eligible to support any
member for the office of the Leader of the Opposition. Letters are being
dispatched today in this regard to independent members and members belonging

to opposition benches.

(interruption)

26



S sl M bir L L s st iz s AR

(f%it&gﬁ@/);&*’/uwwrﬁ:
Mr. Chairman: Leader of the House please. (Continued on T11)
T11-09APR2024 ASHFAQ/ED.Khalid 1.00PM
Mr. Chairman: Yes, Leader of the House please.

Senator Mohammad Ishaq Dar
s L 5 Ut 1 52645 S Presiding Officeress U 1ot :(ulg!/ib“)/b"flj/‘;i’

LnZ_f&//:fl/Lu!glr&/;!d/g‘@luﬁ“%énf&w £ Tiprocess as per rules e rf
You have a long history of record _unbfui”v;l(f/@»cu;f!/&d;/,é_n..:?wuﬁ/’-fvaf

performing your duty in different capacity, as a Prime Minister of Pakistan and as a
Speaker of the National Assembly and this is new responsibility which you have
assumed today. So, from all of us, we wish you all the best, In-Shah Allah we will try
to assist you for running this House in the most effective manner. This is the
symbol of the Federation of Pakistan. Unfortunately, in the recent past it has seen

some turbulence but | think, we should bring this dignity of this House to the level

lpw!untf(f})myg.;’}d/urf?wt? '%!Lnéf uﬁ‘ulg!‘@ugug/;gufwhich it deserves.
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Senator Atta Ur Rehman
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-Uxtwzprorogation order
| will now read out the prorogation order received from the President of
Pakistan. “In exercise of the powers conferred by Clause (1) of Article 54 of the

Constitution of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, | hereby prorogue the Senate

Session on the conclusion of its business on Tuesday, the 9t April, 2024 signed

President of Pakistan.
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Sd/-
(Mr. Asif Ali Zardari)
President of Pakistan



