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SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Friday, the June 7, 2024

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House) Islamabad
at fourty five minutes past ten in the morning with Mr. Chairman (Syed Yousaf

Raza Gilani) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Panel of Presiding Officers

Mr. Chairman: First of all, | want to announce the Panel of Presiding Officers.
In pursuance of Rule 14(1) of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in
the Senate, 2012, | nominate the following members, in order of precedence, to

form a Panel of Presiding Officers for the 339" Session of the Senate of Pakistan:

1. Senator Muhammad Ishaq Dar
2. Senator Palwasha Mohammad Zai Khan
3. Senator Manzoor Ahmed

Leave of Absence

Mr. Chairman: Senator Liagat Khan Tarakai has requested for the grant of

leave for the whole session due to illness. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Syed Ali Zafar has requested for the grant of leave for

24 May, 2024 due to personal engagements. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Muhammad Ishaq Dar has requested for the grant of

leave for the 24" May, 2024 due to official visit abroad. Is leave granted?
(The leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Saeed Ahmed Hashmi has requested for the grant of

leave for the whole session due to personal engagements.

(Followed by T02)
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T02-7June2024 Abdul Razique/Ed:Waqas Khan 10:50 a.m.

Mr. Chairman: Senator Saeed Ahmed Hashmi has requested for the grant of

leave for the whole Session due to personal engagements. Is the leave granted?
(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Dr. Zarqga Suharwardy Taimur has requested for the
grant of leave for 24™ May, 2024 during the previous Session due to illness. Is the

leave granted?
(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Sadia Abbasi has requested for the grant of leave for
21" and 22" May, 2024 during the previous Session due to official visit abroad. Is

the leave granted?
(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Aon Abbas has requested for the grant of leave for
24™ May, 2024 during the previous Session and for today, the 7" June, 2024 due

to personal engagements. Is the leave granted?
(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri has requested for the grant of

leave for the whole last Session due to official visit abroad. Is the leave granted?
(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Now, we move on to Order. No. 2. Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada,

please move Order. No. 2.
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you.

Motion Under Rule 263 for Dispensation of the Question Hour

Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada: |, on behalf of Senator Muhammad Ishaqg Dar,
Leader of the House, move under Rule 263 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct
of Business in the Senate, 2012, that the requirement of Rule 41 of the said Rules

regarding question hour be dispensed with for today’s sitting of the Senate.

Mr. Chairman: It has been moved under Rule 263 of the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012 that the requirement of Rule 41 of
the said Rules regarding question hour be dispensed with for today’s sitting of the

Senate.
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The Question Hour is dispensed with. We now move on to
Order. No. 3. There is a Calling Attention Notice in the name of Senator Samina

Mumtaz Zehri. Please raise the matter.



Calling Attention Notice raised by Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri pertaining to the

statement by DG Immigration and Passports regarding proposed inclusion of “ex-

husband category” in the passport data for women

Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri: Thank you, Mr. Chairman! | would like to
bring to the attention the matter that recently Director General, Immigration and
Passports proposed inclusion of ex-husband category in the passport data of
women. Mustafa Jamal Khan, the Director General stated that the divorced
women should have the former husbands’ names on the passport to prove the
parentage of the child that the woman has. | have reservations on this matter. |
have also heard that the honourable Federal Minister for Interior has formed a
committee to deliberate on this issue which is in contradiction to the NADRA's
option to retain the Father’s Name on the National Identity Card after their

marriage.
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it identifies the parentage and is more ?‘clnd’/?bn»{giu’l(w?g L?é.g_algté’(bg/‘«?
ulub‘.?,gu:‘u"bad’f Family Registration Certificate (FRC)§NADRA& £ ithan enough.

majority of the divorces are ufu@;/hfgfuﬁ}ut‘m{u;fagdf.,ou DG-< tsdatays
never on a good note. The majority of those divorces are disputed on the grounds

= (* of domestic abuse, physical violence, cheating of husbands and other issues.
4national and international levels 2 & i &5 empoweriwomen(‘fugz.fclaim

The policy statement of the Tt ufg onmen empowermentc;uby/,-ugz_fufg f

Director General is a clear discrimination of women and is a violation of their basic
rights as enshrined in Article 25 and its sub-clauses 1,2 and 3 which provides for
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protection of women against any kind of discrimination. This is a major
She is born into a family -4,&fz_&/.:guf(f,c/‘@!;uf&r_discrimination. Divorce
/4 and is raised in different cultures and societies. After that, she gets married.

culture adopty :,gu/ip!Ld;@-unggz.b?’:.éi_)g_!norms and values Zsociety </
It takes a lot of courage for women _q.éuf/cultureg:,gf U1 ! LLnU:;Lu;f-c‘,Jf
Ll i xlito be able to stand up for their rights and get divorced in our society.
é‘;élgfc‘:.&ndfm haraSSLJ/Uﬁ’{&)é"‘.diVOFCGo’-:}—&(gﬂ|abe|f:dnﬁoﬁf){3'2dj0/.mg:c
LUyt Lnd L custody of children/i.'u!"%)uiféc;lLl;uul}/i?ﬁ:.&lgndivorceflJL

_‘aélgml; u:‘/%wa/f/é?q_finﬂuential.’.guyfl-ugg_?’u@?court hearings !

Mr. Chairman! The trauma is very long and children have to go through
psychiatric help because there is always a fight between parents. This is already
enough. It is a constant reminder of the torture the women has to go through.
Once her husband becomes the ex-husband, | think that is end of the subject. He
should not be anywhere close to her identity or the passport. National Identity
Card should be only in the name of her father. The policy statement is also out of
context and redundant in the global context. Unfortunately, instead of following
the protocols of International Civil Aviation Organization, which are replicated in
the Global Passport Index and elevating the ranking of our passport which is at the
lowest fourth in the global ranking, there is no attention towards that. For
example, the passport of Singapore requires to have a chip that stores basic
information like name, date of birth, finger prints, photographs, signature,

passport and ID numbers. It does not have the names of father, husband or ex-



husband. This data is then processed at every international border with established
protocols. Instead of improving the ranking of our passport, we are bringing it

further lower by discriminating women.

Mr. Chairman! | want to give you an example. In 2018, a girl named Tehteer
Fatima petitioned the Supreme Court to allow her to use the last name as ‘Bint
Pakistan’, and remove the name of her father from her documents so that she
could get an ID card. As the father in question had not registered the young
women so she was not able to apply for one and the Court dismissed the petition.
There was another example. Barrister Khadija Shah, the petitioner, suffered when
the passport office arbitrarily rejected the application of her passport renewal. The
rejection seemed to be based on the fact that her CNIC indicated the name of the
father in the daughter column instead of the husband’s name in the wife column.
Mr. Shah replied that she had appropriately updated her marital status with
NADRA after her marriage and NADRA allows married women to retain the name
of father section in CNIC. She said that the NADRA office verbally communicated to
her that the policy requires the married women to possess the name of husband
on the CNIC and subsequently, obtain the same for the purpose of passport in her
name. The petitioner said that the respondent’s refusal to accept the passport
renewal application was arbitrary and illegal. She said that the public authorities
were obliged to adhere to the legal provisions and could not impose additional
restrictions at their discretion. Having said this, we are further lowering the rank of
our passport through introduction of such gender discriminatory policies and if the
name of ex-husband has to be written on the passports of women then my

suggestion to the Director General is that the men should also write names of ex-



wife, current wife, unregistered wife and wife through marriage of ‘mutah’. We will

agree on this. Let’s keep a balance of everything... Continued T0O3

T03-07June2024 Taj/Ed. Khalid 11:00 a.m.
Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri: ...Contd... We will agree. Let’s keep a balance

in everything. Let’s have their record on the passport as well. Sir, it is a travel
document. It is not your bio history that where do you come from, present
husband’s name or ex-husband’s name. It is ridiculous. This is the instant plea that
this policy should be immediately withdrawn and the previous status of the
married women for the passport data may be maintained. | strongly oppose this.
This is my suggestion.

(Desk thumping)
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“In view of the above, there is no reason for adjudication of the question involved
in the matter, can conveniently be disposed of in following terms:” It is expected
that Respondent No. 2 would complete the consultative process holistically and be
ready to make requisite amends in the formatting details of the passport, giving
option to the women to retain their father’s name on CNIC and Passport within
three months of passing of this order. It is pertinent to observe the Government
shall ensure the synchronization of the record of NADRA and Immigration in

Passport department.”

consultative f,; ~,!uge>“’_,, rules «4 ul_f J.:g Jrulesé.u'w?g; Uk DG, Passportsss
,“ié.,w’uf/?ul‘ﬁ:. Jprayeré_,ﬂjfﬁ_c‘;bﬂwithin three monthsé.:ui&g’.é,process
ugé.@iégu,@, JB 1z e stand 1 ebissivalid 2006 ol 2 o K da? e orderb’_wi@g
“E'E’j

consultative L .;Tfl - A€ =de gconsultative process.e b A U ek L .?,Tfl
uﬁ‘uﬁ@u@;(q;éf{'i&‘(/@.;T“iiul?‘abfassistwﬂfﬁfDG, Passport Office U process
e LS orderd_ 2,8 §Lotherwise« Consultative process-£- 2/

Mr. Chairman: Yes, Leader of the Opposition.
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Ji.;ﬁ.,»u tUs we will refer it to the Committee. ?gfuj/lgwu’{ul;?/_gmg.@}ﬁforum,
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women and minorities, they are my constituency, always | had followed. Calling
Attention Notice, there is another Calling Attention Notice at Order No. 4 in the
name of Senators Jam Saifullah Khan, Zamir Hussain Ghumro, Muhammad Aslam
Abro, Poonjo and Syed Kazim Ali Shah. Please raise the matter. Who will raise the

matter?
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Point raised by Senator Jam Saifullah Khan, demanding legal action against the killers

of journalist Nasrullah Gadani

Senator Jam Saifullah Khan: Mr. Chairman, before | raise this issue, there is a

small incidence, | want to bring it to your kind notice.

Law Enforcement ﬂ-tﬁ%gﬂgﬁ/vi;«g Jém[fﬁ&!ﬂéﬁw&B";M@%é@&um{uﬁuﬁfgm

;g@;(%;@ﬂcﬂoori—wﬁﬂ‘c‘,administration‘f'{ﬁ%g‘un provincialg‘,lgAgencies,

Ut culpritsu"{zj;l%lg&n independent inquiry.:g ui”ul-ugrr/f monitor .:@(?fug
b Lyt L

Mr. Chairman: Please raise the matter.

Calling Attention Notice by Senators Jam Saifullah Khan, Zamir Hussain Ghumro,

Muhammad Aslam Abro, Poonjo and Syed Kazim Ali Shah regarding the inordinate

delay in the completion of Sukkur-Hyderabad Motorway

Senator Jam Saifullah Khan: | wish to draw attention of the Minister for
Communications towards the matter of urgent public importance regarding
inordinate delay in the completion of Sukkur-Hyderabad Motorway.

| was actually hoping that the Minister for Communications, if he were here,
you know, he would have been the best person to tell us all these technicalities but
if the honourable Minister wants me to continue, | can continue.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Another mover is Zamir Hussain Ghumro Sahib.

Senator Jam Saifullah Khan: OK, can | revive my speech?
Gl 1l gl

Mr. Chairman: Please.
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China State Construction and <l ufur“%{u}{ul _gparticipateé_ur}?{uf U~ bidding
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Mr. Chairman: He can speak for ten minutes.
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Mr. Chairman: Any other mover wants to speak?
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(Interruption)
+ &% o (Ffollow 5 Rules Ny - F .;T,ugééf =L G rmover 2 U it A bz
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Senator Zamir Hussain Ghumro

project Prime . S« LsCalling Attention NoticeLﬂ!uﬁjz??tz,}“’:)/ufﬁ?/ﬁ:

b glw".ijfu‘i « $ux delay U U1 - inaugurate 2 Minister Shahbaz Sharif Sahib
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:ﬁﬁ.{“,gi/ulc‘_b%ninaugurate,-‘cgli'o"{ ;)laJﬁ’ujvjuqurénu‘floss of lives
| am supporting Knggw.iTgiwfugq_/lerauﬁﬂul‘a JAS S b\
V1S Lperiodéinitially 13 months fm_LLgELjfé&Jfédgdw;{w,ﬁenator Jam Sahib

‘ngt{complete,d?éLc«’;fJrlf/ﬂugguzifiw‘u‘?én inauguration#12 December{

;'J
—~a
1

Mr. Chairman: Any other mover? Thank you, Minister Sahib before | give the

floor to you.

(Interruption)

Mr. Chairman: Who is mover? So you can stand up, yes Senator Muhammad

Aslam Abro Sahib.
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Senator Muhammad Aslam Abro
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QLS e 6 PENHA UL 251t F
Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Any other mover? Are you the mover?

Senator Poonjo

Calling Attention Ké_qufo/l;ﬁl%&%/_,/w c}&-&g/d},é.;ﬁu:/’:%*te :Zg/‘f:

Uit S Fea g gl LU AL AL gislus I:fgwfﬂfwu:‘m‘, Ui Notice

delaying « 3/ Jum;,ﬁuﬁ‘uu,té’@ufdb m“a/{“’/“}; 2017 2 motorway »
b ;“L/“l/éw! heavy machinery< £ a;gg}/w:fulfgf‘a =l e S - e s SJitactics
S G585 L I i f e 1 TASE L i 14t B SEUT e il
Ao ide§ wfij’w:‘bid/,m&fwfugLfgw,/,ﬂif/d/@ﬁfgtﬁ;Lw-+
Sl L
Mr. Chairman: Mr. Minister, this Karachi to Sukkur motorway is extremely

important road. Karachi is the hub of all economic activities. | have also travelled

on the road due to a death in the family and it is not in a good shape.

_qu“b‘ufg‘zwiu!glwvfidf/l;fexpediteu’{m{ﬂi FRL,
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Mian Riaz Hussain Pirzada (Federal Minister for Housing and Works)
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Covid-c b e (B I SUststi T2 U sle sz ey i p 7 PLUl bz
51 D/ﬁ:%’u)‘f&.ﬁbidL/U{.@l}u’?L,?)Jgé‘_ET LN A NI BN VIS -UL L
S e 2o Se o 6t T TST UECEPC o5, Sloe W llie o U1 18 )
_--,fc,o‘ulggfrequestu‘fcjuaﬂu@gmcﬁ‘ 7 'i,l(.,/d;f/‘c‘,dzlgd/request
Mr. Chairman: My Son is taking oath, so | am taking leave for two minutes.

(At this stage, Senator Palwasha Mohammad Zai Khan presided over the

proceedings of the House)
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The matter is referred to the Standing Committee.
(bl as)
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(sl ua)

Madam Presiding Officer: It is the prerogative of the Chairman. Deputy

Chairman came after | took over the seat to preside.
S e U P 6 T U
oot P n B £ s
(edolas)

5 . 5 . . >
O PRVCY SUYNL (NS R 2000 S Y-S, 7 S V) J.;T,_q;é_f.:g JILT I b1 g 4

_u:j&l. 3«1’07_"%)Lju:‘¥;‘«l, d‘fé,/ui«gb“j_u:)L)/
UL Ul ‘,}ﬁa‘/a%&:uujuu/‘f:
(=kl i)

Sl S SRS & AT e sesi S UE A S UFIE 3G Aty

N1 S AT o

giutguwff} -g;v‘?‘L?Tii.,ouu:;z%@s_%ufcfs.g’f:(_JM.,NG)JWF«’/‘;?
J;ﬁr/fgfdﬁ/’;%gu?‘ui‘/’-:%C};)”J‘cuﬁ}:g}éf,-qf;damagefu’l‘asanctitym}/ul-u:/lz.zdw

-« Lskzdecoration piecef%fu!'g,!"c,im role s
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T06-07JUN2024 ASHFAQ/ED.KHALID 11.30AM
-« Lstk:decoration piece?/ulz’_.;f:---djlg)}yf,g/){f
fgufnotice';_;l’!gujl/(}?g%:/éfsﬁjlg/?({x
he has walked in after | took the Chair.
Senator Syed Shibli Faraz: Well, he was sitting here, | just saw him coming in.

Madam Presiding Officer: No, he was not sitting here.

Senator Syed Shibli Faraz: He was sitting here and the House certify.
L Gtoned iy T ATE i gk
sopgf e ST e
e e ST S S sut AT b
_utldtﬁrecording&,/{_;f:)y&?,«f}jt
(ol as)

The Chairman also has the —(.f =t _T1cobo (b & s g AT 2081y cde

>l Deputy Chairman . £ 1.5 Chair Us -7 prerogative stand¥ i prerogative,

A yf el —TAnyone else on the point of public importance,_u?é;;f};éj Sl T

fi;ﬁtijﬁ?-éin B aws 2 L LiL Tl choose to ignore you.-uj/guf* e
-smics cole
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you should continue the proceedings..<— Lt disturb
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The House stands adjourned to meet again on Monday, the 10" June, 2024 at

05:00 p.m.

(The House was then adjourned to meet again on Monday, the 10" June, 2024 at

05:00 p.m.)
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