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SENATE OF PAKISTAN 
SENATE DEBATES 

 Fٕriday, the November 17, 2023 

 The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall 
(Parliament House) Islamabad at thirty five minutes past 

ten in the morning with Mr. Chairman )Muhammad Sadiq 

Sanjrani) in the Chair. 
---------------- 

Recitation from the Holy Quran 
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 ا لرحیم، جناب  چیئرمین:

 

ن
ٰ
م
ح

سلام علیکمبسم ا للہ ا لر
ل
 جمعہ مبار ک۔ ۔ا 
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 )مدا خ

، تشریف   مرتضیٰ صاجب 

 

جناب  چیئرمین: پہلے ہمار ی تو سن لیں، تشریف ر کھیں۔ کامرا ں

 ر کھیں، سینیٹر صاحبہ، تشریف ر کھیں۔ 

Question Hour. Honourable Senator Dr. Afnan Ullah 
Khan, honourable Senator Dr. Afnan Ullah Khan. 
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Questions and Answers 
Mr. Chairman: Question Hour. Dr. Afnan Ullah 

Khan, Dr. Afnan Ullah Khan.  
*Question No. 89 Senator Dr. Afnan Ullah Khan: Will the 
Minister for Information and Broadcasting be pleased to 
state: 
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(a) the details of the cases filed with Pakistan 
Information Commission, along-with the 
details of cases accepted, dismissed and 
pending during the last three years; and 

(b)  the details of the disciplinary action taken 
against the responsible functionaries if any for 
not implementing the Right of Access to 
Information Act? 

 Mr. Murtaza Solangi (Minister for Parliamentary 
Affairs): (a) The Pakistan Information Commission has 
received 3462 appeals since its’ establishment in 
November 2018, out of which 1478 appeals are under 
process at different, stages while 1984 appeals are 
disposed of after the provision of the information by the 
public bodies to the appellants. 
 (b) Pakistan Information Commission gives 
directions to the department in accordance with Sections 
5, 6 and 7 of the Right of Access to Information Act, 
Pakistan Information Commission takes action in case of 
non-compliance of Section 5 and 6 of the Right of Access 
to Information Act, 2017. 
 Mr. Chairman: Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur, Dr. 
Zarqa Taimur. 
*Question No. 95 Senator Dr. Zarqa Suharwardy Taimur: 
Will the Minister for Railways be pleased to state: 

(a) the present status of ML-I project indicating 
also the expenditure incurred on the same 
since the start of the work on it; and 

(b)  whether the said project has become 
operational, if so, the revenue being earned 
out of the same at present? 
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 Mr. Shahid Ashraf Tarar (Minister for Railways): (a) 
Modified PC-1 of ML-1 Project was approved by ECNEC 
on 31-10-2022 with the plan to execute in three (03) 
Packages at a cost of US$ 9.851 billion. The total 
completion time as per approved PC-1 for the Project is 9 
years. 
 Pakistan Railways is of the view that reducing the 
cost of the project by optimizing the scope and the 
standards, without compromising the underlying 
objective of safety and efficiency is the need of the time. 
The Federal Minister for Railways and Pakistan Railway 
officers at all levels participated in detailed deliberations 
for cost cutting of ML-1 and prepared few options. 
 The option of Upgradation of ML-1 with rationalized scope & 
cost was principally agreed by the Prime Minister on 13-06-2023 and 
was also agreed by NRA during the 21st Technical Experts 
Conference meeting wherein it was agreed to readjust the Design in 
line with the agreed changes. 
 On 31st October, 2023 the Adjustment of Design 
as per rationalized criteria has been submitted by M/s. 
CREEC to Pakistan Railways, which is under review. 
Ministry of Railways has already requested National 
Railway Administration, China to give its consent for the 
bidding process of Phase-I and Chinese Side response is 
awaited. Rs. 390 million has been incurred on Feasibility 
Study, and Rs. 10,641.634 million on Preliminary Design 
of the project. 
 (b) The Project has not yet been started. However, 
active negotiations are underway between two sides for 
an early start of the project. 
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 یہ  

 

! ب ا ب ! نہیں ہوسکتا، کیسے ہوسکتاہے۔ جناب   ر قاسہرو ر د ی تیمور : جناب 

 

 ا کٹرر

 

سینیٹرد

 ہے۔۔۔۔۔

 Mr. Chairman: Senator Bahramand Tangi. 
*Question No. 98 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi: Will 
the Minister for Railways be pleased to state: 

(a)  the names, level and locations of schools 
which have been established by Pakistan 
Railways in the country; and 

(b)   the criteria laid down for establishment of 
such schools? 
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 Mr.  Shahid Ashraf Tarar: (a) 

 
(b) Railway schools were purpose-built schools located 
inside the colonies for the facilitation / education of 
railway employees’ children. These schools were 
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established for the welfare of Railway employees and 
education for their children on affordable fees. 

 جو میں پڑھ ر ہاہوں،یہ جناب  چیئرمین: 

 

نہیں ہور ہے ہیں،  deferیہ سا ر ے سوا لاب

 ۔بہرة مند تنگیسینیٹرٹھیک ہے؟ 

*Question No. 100 Senator Bahramand Khan Tangi: Will 
the Minister for Railways be pleased to state: 

(a)  the details of railways land under illegal 
occupation at present indicating also the 
names and other particulars of the occupants 
of the same with province-wise break-up; and 

(b) the steps taken/ being taken by the 
Government to get the said land vacated? 

 Mr. Shahid Ashraf Tarar: (a) The province-wise 
detail of Railway land encroached across the Country is 
as under:- 
 

 
 Particulars of encroachment indicating name of 
encroachers, District, Tehsil, Location and area is 
attached as Annexure-A (Books). 
 (b) Following Steps being taken by the Railways to 
get said land vacated:- 
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i. Joint procedure orders has been issued to all 
Divisional Superintendents of Pakistan 
Railways in order to retrieve the railway land 
from encroachers. Accordingly, the anti-
encroachment operations for retrieval of 
encroached Railway land on all over the 
Railway network are being initiated by the 
concerned divisions. 

ii. Notices are issued to encroachers under 
Possession Ordinance 1965 for vacation of 
Railway land/structure within 14 days. 

iii. Pakistan Railway Police, District Administration 
and Law enforcement agencies are informed 
for necessary assistance in anti-encroachment 
operations. 

iv. To further control / restrict new encroachments, the 
responsibilities defined for Railway officers/officials are as 
under:- 
a. Within Railway Station premises: Station Master 

concerned. 
b. Within /around the colony premises: 

Inspector of Works and Railway Police. 
c.  In Between Station: Permanent Way 

Inspector and  Railway Police. 
d.  In/around Loco Sheds: Foreman In-Charge 

and Railway Police Inspector. 
e.  In/around workshops: Sub-ordinate In-

Charge and Railway Police. 
(Annexure has been placed in Library and on Table of the 

mover/concerned member) 

 تنگی، سوا ل پوچھیں 

 

  ۔جناب  چیئرمین: سینیٹربہرة مندخاں
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 یرکو سا منے لےا  ئیں۔ ۔۔۔۔

 

 تنگی: جناب  چیئرمین! میں سوا ل نہیں پوچھوں گا، و ر

 

 سینیٹر بہرة مندخاں

   

 

ز
ی 
 ۔جناب  چیئرمین:سینیٹر محسن عز

*Question No. 109 Senator Mohsin Aziz: Will the Minister 
for Information and Broadcasting be pleased to state the 
function, responsibilities and performance of the Press 
Council of Pakistan, indicating also its composition at 
present? 
 Mr. Murtaza Solangi:  
1.  FUNCTIONS OF PRESS COUNCIL OF PAKISTAN 
 According to Section 8 of the Press Council of 
Pakistan Ordinance, 2002, following are the functions of 
the Press Council of Pakistan: 

(i)  The Council, while preserving the freedom of 
the press, shall maintain highest professional 
and ethical standards of newspapers and news 
agencies with a view to making them more 
responsive to the issues and concerns of the 
society in Pakistan. 

(ii)  to help newspapers and news agencies to 
maintain their independence; 

(iii)  to keep under review any development likely 
to restrict the dissemination of news of public 
interest and importance; 

(iv)  to revise, update, enforce and implement the 
Ethical Code of Practice for the newspapers, 
news agencies, editors, journalists and 
publishers as laid down in the Schedule to this 
Ordinance; 

(v)  to receive complaints about the violation of 
Ethical Code of Practice relating to 
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newspapers, news agencies, editors and 
journalists; 

(vi)  to appoint Inquiry Commissions to decide 
complaints at the head office, all provincial 
sub-offices and regions, as the case may be, 
necessary for its proper functioning; 

(vii)  to undertake all research relating to the 
newspapers, including the studies of foreign 
newspapers, their circulation and impact; 

(viii)  to undertake any additional studies as may be 
entrusted to Council by the Government; and 

(ix)  to do such other acts as may be incidental or 
conducive to the discharge of above functions. 

 (2)  The Council shall also act as a shield to 
freedom of the press. It may receive a complaint by a 
newspaper, a journalist or any institution or individual 
concerned with a newspaper against Federal 
Government, Provincial Government or any organization 
including political parties for interference in the free 
functioning of the press. 
2.  RESPONSIBILITIES OF PRESS COUNCIL OF PAKISTAN 
 The main responsibility of Press Council of Pakistan 
is to implement the Ethical Code of Practice, as set out in 
the Schedule to this Ordinance and to perform such 
other functions as are assigned to it under this Ordinance 
or the rules and regulations made thereunder (copy of 
Ethical Code of Practice is placed as Annex-I). 
3.  PERFORMANCE OF PRESS COUNCIL OF PAKISTAN 
 The detailed performance report of Press Council 
of Pakistan is enclosed for further necessary action (copy 
placed as Annex-II) 
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4.  COMPOSITION OF PRESS COUNCIL OF PAKISTAN 
 According to Section 6 of the Press Council is given 
of Pakistan Ordinance, 2002, the composition below:- 
 Composition of the Council.—(1) The Council shall 
consist of nineteen members, including a Chairman. The 
Chairman shall be appointed by the President of 
Pakistan, in his discretion, from amongst retired judges of 
the Supreme Court or a person qualified to be a judge of 
the Supreme Court and other members shall be 
nominated as follows:- 

(a)  Four members by the All Pakistan Newspapers 
Society. 

(b)  Four members by the Council of Pakistan 
Newspaper Editors. 

(c)  Four members by the professional bodies of 
journalists: 

  Provided that none of the organizations 
mentioned above shall nominate any member 
from its office bearers, nor any member of the 
Press Council shall contest an office of the 
Organization. 

(d)  Vice-Chairman, Pakistan Bar Council. 
(e)  Chairperson or nominee of the higher 

education commission. 
(f)  One member by the Leader of the House in 

the National Assembly. 
(g)  One member by the Leader of the Opposition 

in the National Assembly. 
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(h)  One mass-media educationist to be nominated 
by the Council. 

(i)  One woman member to be nominated by the 
National Commission on status of women in 
Pakistan. 

 The post of Chairman, Press Council of Pakistan is 
lying vacant since 2019 and Council is not fully functional 
at present. 
 However, the Ministry of Information & 
Broadcasting has taken up the matter of appointment of 
Chairman Press Council of Pakistan and after an 
exhaustive process, including advertisement of the said 
post in the Press, constitution of selection board and 
conducting interviews, the summary for appointment of 
Chairman PCP has been moved through the Prime 
Minister’s Office for approval of the President. 
 THE CURRENT COMPOSITION OF PRESS COUNCIL 
OF PAKISTAN IS GIVEN AS BELOW:- 

1.  Mr. Mujeeb-Ur-Rehman Shammi, Chief Editor, 
Daily Pakistan, Lahore. 

2.  Mr. Mehtab, Chief Editor, Daily Ausaf, 
Islamabad. 

3.  Kazi Asad Abid, Chief Editor, Daily Ibrat, 
Hyderabad. 

4.  Syed Haroon Shah, Editor, Wahdat, Peshawar. 
5.  Mr. Zia Shahid, Daily Khabrain, Lahore. 
6.  Mr. Ayaz Khan, Daily Express, Lahore. 
7.  Mr. Kazam Khan, Daily Times, Lahore. 
8.  Mr. Ghulam Nabi Chandio, Daily Pak, Karachi. 
9.  Mr. Faqir Muhammad Bachal Laghari (Rana 

(Azeem Group). 
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10.  Mr. Aamir Latif (Dastoor Nawa-e-Waqat 
Group). 

11.  Syed Iqbal Jaffary (Afzal Butt Group). 
12.  Mr. Moin Azhar (Worker Group). 
13.  Malik Umer Aslam Khan (MNA). 
14.  Ms. Maryam Aurangzeb (MNA). 
15.  Ms. Ayesha Ikram. 
16.  Ms. Haya Emaan Zahid. 
17.  Dr. Shah Jehan Syed. 
18.  Vice-Chairman, Pakistan Bar Council. 
 (copy of notification is placed as Annex-III) 
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Annex-III 
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*Question No. 113 Senator Irfan-Ul-Haque Siddique: Will 
the Minister for Information and Broadcasting be pleased 
to state the names, educational qualification and 
designations of the persons appointed on regular, 
contract, temporary, adhoc and daily wages basis in the 
Pakistan Broadcasting Corporation since 10th August, 
2023 indicating also the salary, allowances and other 
fringe benefits admissible to them? 

 Mr. Murtaza Solangi: It is stated that PBC has not 
made any regular appointments through prescribed 
procedure laid down by the Federal Government 
However, IT section and News section have been facing 
acute shortage of manpower for their social media 
platforms. Therefore, PBC has engaged 31 persons since 
10-08-2023 (ANNEX-I) on booking basis as per wages 
prescribed by the Government of Pakistan vide office of 
the Chief Commissioner Directorate of Industries and 
Labor Welfare, ICT Islamabad, Notification No. ADIW-
8(20 ICT) 2021-325 dated 31-07-2023 (ANNEX-II), 
whereas in the News Section 07 Talent/ Artist were 
engaged on daily booking basis during the period from  
10-08-2023 to 12-10-2023 as per Revised Fee Structure-
2015 duly approved by PBC Board. 
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1*Question No. 167 Senator Mushtaq Ahmed: Will the 
Minister for Defence Production be pleased to state 
whether it is a fact that the retired employees of the TIP 
have not received any increase in their pension despite 
the increase made in the annual budgets from 2019-June 
2022, if so, the reasons thereof and the time by which 
the increased rate of pensions will be paid to the said 
retired employees? 
 Lt. General (R) Anwar Ali Hyder: 

 The statement that retired employees of TIP 
have not received any increase in pension 
from 2019 -2022 is not based on the fact. 10% 
increase was approved for 2019 and 10% 
increase also in 2022. 

 It is pertinent to mention here that TIP 
employees’ pension is not governed under the 
Federal Government pension scheme in vogue 
for the civil servants of Federal Government 
TIP introduced 02 x Self Finance Pension 
Schemes in 1986 for Executives (BPS 17 & 
above) and in 1990 for Employees & Workers 
(BPS 1-16), whereas Rule 5 of Employees & 
Workers Pension Rules 1990 states “increase 
allowed to Government pensioners from time 
to time will not automatically become 
applicable to TIP pensioners but may be 
adopted subject to availability of funds and 
approval of Competent Authority”. 

                                                
1
 [Transferred from Information Technology and Telecommunication Division.] 
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 Financial health of the company does not 
allow to provide any further relief; especially 
in the backdrop of discontinuation of 
Government annual grant and non-release of 
finance facility approved by the Federal 
Government for revival of TIP amounting to 
Rs. 2.5 Bn at the time of its transfer to MoDP 
(NRTC). 

 However, with improved business and 
financial health of the company in due course 
the matter will be considered on priority. 

 Summary of pension increases announced by 
the Federal Government from 2019 to 2022 
and decisions of Competent Authority for TIP 
employees in accordance with TIP internal 
rules and procedures is appended below for 
reference. 

 

 
 

1.
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 Following is submitted:- 
a. TIP was established in 1953 as Private Limited Company 

under the Company Act, 1953 (Now the Companies Act 
2017). TIP was working under administrative control      
of Ministry of Information Technologies and  
Telecommunication (MoIT&T) till November 2021. 

b. TIP is effectively out of business since 2004 
and has no significant income stream. The 
available machinery and facilities are 
outdated. Bank loan default has accumulated 
to Rs. 2.4 Bn (Approx). Salaries and pensions of 
employees were being paid mainly from the 
annual grant by the Federal Government to 
the tune of Rs. 500 Mn (on the average) from 
2009 to 2022. 

c. In order to revitalize TIP, Federal Cabinet 
approved transfer of TIP to MoDP (NRTC) in 
September 2021 and accordingly MoDP 
(NRTC) assumed the charge of TIP w.e.f 3rd 
December 2021.  

 In accordance with Federal Cabinet approval; 
NRTC assumed all the liabilities of TIP including 
pay / pension on existing terms and conditions 
of TIP employees. 

d. TIP employees are not Civil Servants of the 
Federal Government. Therefore, increases in 
pension announced by the Federal 
Government during annual budgets are not 
applicable in totality on the company and 
binding on TIP management. 
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e. The competent forum on the subject is the TIP 
Board of Directors (BoDs) and increases in 
pension are subject to the approval of BoDs; 
keeping in view the financial health of the 
organization and availability of funds for the 
purpose. Since transfer of TIP to MoDP; NRTC 
is paying pension to all TIP employees in true 
letter and spirit in accordance with its internal 
rules / procedures and approvals of the 
Competent Authority i.e. BoDs. 

f. TIP employees’ pension is not governed under 
the Federal Governmen. pension scheme in 
vogue for the civil servants of Federal 
Government TIP introduced 02 x Self Finance 
Pension Schemes in 1986 for Executives (BPS 
17 & above) and in 1990 for Employees & 
Workers (BPS 1-16), whereas Rule 5 of 
Employees & Workers Pension Rules 1990 
states “increase allowed to Government. 
pensioners from time to time will not 
automatically become applicable to TIP 
pensioners but may be adopted subject to 
availability of funds and approval of 
Competent Authority”. 

g. In the light of above, increases in pension of 
TIP employees are being dealt in accordance 
with TIP internal rules / procedures i.e. 
approval by the BoDs; keeping in view the 
financial health of the company and 
availability of funds for the purpose. The 
statement that retired employees of TIP have 
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not received any increase in pension from 
2019 -2022 is not based on the fact. 10% 
increase was approved for 2019 and 10% 
increase also in 2022. 

h. Financial health of the company does not 
allow to provide any further relief; especially 
in the backdrop of discontinuation of 
Government annual grant and non-release of 
finance facility approved by the Federal 
Government. for revival of TIP amounting to 
Rs 2.5 Bn at the time of its transfer to MoDP 
(NRTC). 

i. However, with improved business and 
financial health of the company in due course 
the matter will be considered on priority. 

 2.  Summary of pension increases announced by 
the Federal Government from 2019 to 2022 and 
decisions of Competent Authority for TIP employees in 
accordance with TIP internal rules and procedures is 
appended below for reference. 

 

ا   

 

 کرب

 

ب  ب ا ب
 ہوگی، ا  ب  س

 

 نہیں ہوتی، ا س طرح کیسےب ا ب

 

جناب  چیئرمین: ا س طرح ب ا ب

 چاہتے  ہیں، ا  ب  بول ر ہے ہیں تو میں کیا کرو ں؟

 : 

 

ز
ی 
! ا ب ک ا  د می کوسینیٹر محسن عز  د ےد یں،مجھے ا ب ک موقع د ےد یں۔۔۔۔  floorجناب 
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 ہے، ا س کی عزب

 

 نہیں ہوسکتی، یہ ا  ب  کا ا یوا ں

 

جناب  چیئرمین: ا س لہجے میں ب ا ب

 کریں ر کھیں

 

ز ا ة مہرب ا نی تشریف ر کھیں۔ ا یسے ا  ب  کیسے ب ا ب
ی 
 ر کھیں،

 

 کی عزب

 

۔ سعدیہ، ا س ا یوا ں

 

 

 ب ا ب

 

 کرےگاب ا  پور ا  ا یوا ں

 

 ہوگی، ا ب ک بندة ب ا ب

 

ا  ب  سب  کو تسلی کرےگا؟  گے۔ پہلےکوئی بیٹھےگاتوب ا ب

 سے

 

 ں۔ ب ا ب

 

 ا  ب  کوبتاو

 

 نہیں ہوگی، یہ میں ا  ح

 

ب  کھڑے ہیں تو ب ا ب
ی چاہیے۔ ج ب  ا  ب  س

 

ٹ

 

ست

، ا  ب  تو تشریف ر کھیں، ا  ب  سمجھدا ر   ھ  ا  د می مشتاق صاجب 

 

ب ت ٹ
ھ جائیں ا گر ب ا قی نہیں 

 

ب ت ٹ
ہیں، ا  ب  

، تشریف ر کھیں۔ ر ہے ہیں۔   نجو صاجب 

 

ز
 Chairman, Committee on Rulesی 

and Privileges, please  ج ب  سا ر ے بولیں گےتو مجھے کیا سمجھ ا  ئےگا۔تشریف ر کھیں۔ 

)

 

لب

 

 )مدا خ

تشریف نہیں ر کھ   جناب  چیئرمین: مجھےسب  سمجھ ا  ر ہاہےلیکن ا  ب  تشریف ر کھیں۔ 

 ہے، ج ب  ا  ب  تشریف نہیں ر کھ ر ہےہیں،

 

 ر ہےہیں۔ بہت ا چھی ب ا ب

then the House stands adjourned to meet again on 
Monday, the 20th November, 2023, at 03:00 p.m. 

------------------- 
[The House was then adjourned to meet again on 
Monday, the 20th November, 2023, at 03:00 p.m.] 

------------------- 


