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SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Wednesday, the March 06, 2024
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad at eleven in the morning
with Mr. Deputy Chairman (Mirza Muhammad Afridi) in
the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Now | request Leader of the
Opposition to move Order No.2 which is regarding
dispensation of rules. Please move the motion.

Motion under Rule 263 moved for Dispensation of
Rules

Senator Dr. Shahzad Waseem: |, Senator Dr.
Shahzad Waseem, Leader of the Opposition, move under
Rule 263 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of
Business in the Senate, 2012, that the requirement of
Rule 41 of the said Rules regarding question hour be
dispensed with for remaining sittings of the current
session.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Deputy Chairman: The motion is carried and
guestion hour is dispensed with. Now, we take up leave
applications.

Leave of Absence
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Order No. 3. Senator Al
Zafar, Chairman, Standing Committee on Law and Justice.
On his behalf Senator Walid, please move Order No. 3.

Presentation of the report of the Standing Committee
on Law and Justice on [The Service Tribunals
(Amendment) Bill, 2024]

Senator Walid Igbal: I, Senator Walid Igbal, on
behalf of Senator Syed Ali Zafar, Chairman, Standing
Committee on Law and Justice, present report of the
Committee on a Bill further to amend the Service
Tribunals Act, 1973 [The Service Tribunals (Amendment)
Bill, 2024], introduced by Senator Shahadat Awan in 1°*
January, 2024.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Report stands laid. Order.
No.4. Senator Engr. Rukhsana Zuberi, Convener, sub-
committee of the Senate Standing Committee on
Overseas Pakistanis and Human Resources Development.
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Presentation of the report of the Sub-Committee of the
Senate Standing Committee on Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Resources Development regarding the
problems faced by Overseas Pakistanis

Senator Engr. Rukhsana Zuberi: |, Senator Engr.
Rukhsana Zuberi, Convener, Sub-Committee of the
Senate Standing Committee on Overseas Pakistanis and
Human Resources Development, present report of the
Committee regarding the problems being faced by
overseas Pakistani workers working in different
countries.

Mr. Deputy Chairman: Report stands laid. Yes,
Madam.
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So, | requested the Chairman that we should
participate in that and | appreciate the Secretariat and



the Chairman that he arranged this delegation visit in one
day and we were there, and | also appreciate Special
Assistant to Prime Minister and the Ambassador of
Pakistan that they were present there.
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and | really appreciate it.
Senator Engr. Rukhsana Zuberi: Mr. Chairman, the

reason for this is not making a speech, the reason is

< binput and supportégqulqrané/u”{ézLuigm
It is a very important issue and we have to continue with.
| know we will be ending a term on 11" of this month but
believe me, | promise and | take it and we will continue
working on it. | need help of each Senator and important
persons are sitting here to help us.
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So, we have recommended that this should be
transferred to the provinces like in Punjab, there is an
Overseas Corporation and they are doing a good job.

Senator Shaheen Khalid Butt Sahib was Chairman of it.
He briefed the Committee about it.

and it is a very ugé;fagégfumufviul‘;ﬂLu!‘/g/;u
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61, promoters are working on it and private promoters
workers -t < g total number of employees -t & F
S e G1 Uyt & 25 £0.3% OECEUT Ut E = Ul
-
when < conflict of interest o 515 L SAPM £Uls! 35
Government to fk{guduf‘??we were discussing in Riyadh.
Zllb AL £ 24,8 s Government (G2G) contracts
;-tfuf‘}u’fé_:gé K-t 240t 2Ol sign uﬁ‘u”g/}zﬁ_ug
2 ;& private promoterse - L n_t £ government . ¥
attentionJl&éJvT!uﬁ/’:’vgtel would like to submit-gr 2T
31.27 billion uéremittances}?iworkers;mu52022/w 'S

v
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whatever we can do to support them and we have to
work together. We have to pull all our individual

We _ugééfﬁu’{ﬁresources and our individual influences,
have to get it together. | promised you Mr. Chairman in
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your knowledge and we think this kind of questions you

_u“:é m}.ifoftﬁ?q;g;ﬂfl.,lﬁiuﬂwere putting in.
| look forward to your kind support and thank you very
much.
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Point raised by Senator Saadia Abf)asi rega.rding the

performance and legacy of the Caretaker/Interim
Governments
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“The nation is glad to bid adieu to the

caretakers. The day could not have come
sooner. Interim governments are supposed to
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have a limited mandate. They are expected to
keep the country running day-to-day, and
provide an enabling environment for the
smooth transfer of power within the 90-day
deadline set in the Constitution. As a rule,
caretaker governments should be entirely
unremarkable and completely forgettable;
instead, these last interim governments will
be remembered for the controversial legacy
they leave behind. They not only overstayed
their lawful term, they also wore out their
welcome due to several key appointees’
unwillingness to keep within their lane. And,
by the end of it all, the caretakers managed to
leave the country in an even worse shape
than it had been when they took over.

The period between August 2023 and
March 2024 will be remembered for the
intensified oppression of already marginalized
communities, the uprooting and expulsion of
Afghan refugees, the repression of a certain
political  party, the curtailment and
evisceration of democratic norms, possibly
the most controversial general election held
in recent history, and the reversal of hard-
fought digital freedoms. As a result, the
country slid deeper and deeper into the
abyss. Had the caretakers focused on their
task and sought to deliver conscientiously, the
country may by now have been on the path to
healing. For this, there is no forgiveness for
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the caretakers’ failures. The country will
continue paying the price for their
complacency for a very long time.”
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Point raised by Senator Mushahid Hussain Sayed
regarding Pak-Afghan Transit Trade
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Point raised by Senator Irfan-ul-Haque Siddiqui
regarding role of the Caretaker Governments
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Senator Prof. Dr. Mehr Taj Roghani
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Mr. Chairman, | should not be blame anyone like
you know, | think
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The House stands adjourned to meet again on Thursday,
the 7" March, 2024 at 10:30 a.m.

(The House was then adjourned to meet again on
Thursday, the 7" March, 2024 at 10:30 a.m.)

33



