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SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Monday, the June 24, 2024
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad at nine minutes past five in
the evening with Mr. Deputy Chairman (Syedaal Khan) in
the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Point raised by Senator Syed Shibli Faraz, Leader of the
Opposition, regarding launch of Operation “Azm-e-
Istehkam” and prevailing political instability in the

country
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Presentation of report of the Standing Committee on

Finance and Revenue on the proposals for making
recommendations on the Finance Bill, 2024-25
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recommendations on the Finance Bill, 2024, containing
the Annual Budget Statement.
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Point raised by Senator Sherry Rehman regarding the

law and order situation and incidents of religious
extremism in the country
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e Fgrlibulr p LT F el §ede uf L Sund% e
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Mr. Deputy Chairman: Please.

Resolution moved by Senator Sherry Rehman
condemning the recent mob lynching in Swat and
Sargodha of persons accused of offences pertaining to
religion

Senator Sherry Rehman: The House unequivocally
condemns the recent mob lynching in Swat and Sargodha
of persons accused of offences pertaining to religion;

The right to life is the most fundamental right as
guaranteed by the Constitution of Pakistan and must
remain inviolable;

The House, therefore, urge the Federal and
Provincial Governments to ensure the safety and security
of all persons living in Pakistan, including religious
minorities and vulnerable communities;

The House also demands the Provincial
Governments of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Punjab to take
all measures to ensure that the persons involved in these
heinous crimes are identified, investigated and
prosecuted without loss of any time;
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The House also expects that the court dealing with
these cases shall ensure justice as per timelines provided
in the law. Thank you.

P/JDJVJ’UZ? ‘CL-J&L,.)LJutfzdjj’)/fﬁ:utﬁ:é;j*&
_untS L LS
(G'(JJ)EUD/V)
Adoption of report of the Standing Committee on

Finance and Revenue regarding the recommendations
on the Finance Bill, 2024-25

./’L?ui‘j:%‘uud;}:u(f’%d-q_8@5;#"/}1;11/“ uﬁﬁ&jub
_J/ijrecommendations;!'/'u/.g?(
Senator Saleem Mandviwalla: |, Senator Saleem
Mandviwalla, Chairman, Standing Committee on Finance
and Revenue, to move that the recommendations on the

Finance Bill, 2024, containing the Annual Budget
Statement, as reported by the Committee, be adopted.
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Point of Order raised by Senator Aimal Wali Khan
regarding the launch of Operation “Azm-e-Istehkam”
and the overall political and law & order situation in

the country

Sorry-c‘,d/ng}//‘agf":,,i?og_?ouuﬁj:%,}ﬁ:ut;d,‘}{t/ff
4Point of Ordergid uﬁ‘ug Uny el ges b elalready U
st S6UsF =\ < lighter note 2L g5 _cgr&fag S et
uﬁ’u;g:.ﬁfgfiu?(“é.uﬁwé;qu,@/g)ﬁfy’éwy
Mgy F e o F A oM Sz f

taxes S Ch b6 fU s W 6o £ b es .
Sl s L LS eI E S AT b olos S osled S sl
notes& ;¥ § 425 Minister for Parliamentary Affaire
S oslida e fe bl §usiF P oaine 5 und
g il L(!hﬂéu’gLff}ugio@,iut,ug&u‘gmo/g}2
Juguguﬂuﬂ,ﬂuJ/L/Jtaxesirlf,»é u’gm;uﬁj%iﬁ
Uizl adun g ste F L s eif saus
ccslline f ke FF Ly ¥

f.gu;fag aajlglJ.;!'/?Point of Orderf e ¥ « o5
L5 el § o U e G § el G - A il
Luj/?(}’/?(}_;)/,:o/lf/?g}”/?(}fq;ﬁ?(fil/ﬁfﬂfwm $7 Zb/u'?
launch ui‘ulrfg;mﬁ/juufg(@‘lﬁfobviouslygg&fufuy
J(.KLT;LWJ@k/,!u}%/éut;{g(@“dﬁ:.gﬂf,c&Ju‘,m
Uzl b 4floor of the House U i< énu‘fﬂ‘al’&‘ﬁ/jul"/g Ll
St Sk alh g A Sl s e B g o Ui S LY e
ey SUW e e cofunf stogdf g &

40



¢T-ut $usbombard ments;ﬂugc,/(fhelicopters Bl pss
S Fiour JVLJ:KJ“JJ{[J{JQ A linTd Leiuisds /)
Lopilnsks 3 E S Hg Lot S i SE
‘@Lnaf/“ui‘wmf;iqﬁfq. f,w:w&f/:ﬂ,ﬁ_@jv
S e AU TEAE o o 3 F135 & e el Sun i f
J")SJJ’u:‘,!ﬁéum);mruﬁ‘u;ag:gé_ux;? ?@&ngugg/”
Skl S8 E st Sed W Son? 1 A S L
8 L GIE AU UL St

e .:JlglJ_;T_q,ng&TKuw@ ¢é1operation g7tz
/_,/lﬂc;u&},y_c‘:.uf;c;g L}/Cfuful?f.l: d}fﬁ*f}f}fgu}:ju;”fj
&t < Jstate sponsored terrorism L 4 5c ulff;/bufuufg
lfrfu’T,MSLufﬁz,/.g/gégéfufnlguﬁ/?g’%.'wlg’Jf/5l‘4uﬁ;&~‘w’f
~<5—L3//L«“uf‘fgj'

cEonlitiohf s K E G o E Ak
LSS S Ul U U e g 2 L e 6UF IR S S
_u5§f’; =\ ifu‘u:ﬁﬂu;f
The story of terrorism in Pakistan starts a long time
ago. From Brigadier Yousaf's Afghanistan: ‘The Bear
Trap’, to Tarig Ali’s “ The Clash of Fundamentalism’, Asad
Durrani’s ‘The Spy Chronicles’, Dr. Fazalurrahim Marwat’s
‘From Muhajir to Mujahid’. Khadim Hussain’s ‘The
Militant Discourse’, Zahid Hussain’s ‘Frontline Pakistan;
The Struggle with Militant Islam’” and numerous
interviews of General Hamid Gul and Brigadier Sultan
Amir Tarar, known as Col. Imam, a mountain of literature

has been produced internally and externally proving the
fact that the roots of terrorism go back to the era when
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leaders of five non-state militant organizations were
brought from Afghanistan for military training to Pakistan
in 1974 during the peak of cold war.

When Martial Law was imposed by General Zia-ul-
Haqg in Pakistan in 1977, the US, Europe, the Gulf
countries, Iran, Turkey, Israel and almost two third of the
world opened up their kitties and sent their spy agencies
to defeat the Soviet Union in Afghanistan long before the
Soviets had even started thinking about sending their
troops to Afghanistan. The military junta at that time
hosted all the spy agencies of the world, established
training camps in Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan and in
Punjab for the militant armed militias, constructed a
narrative of the so-called ‘Jihad’ in media and Sir, | want
you to listen,

KL s .;T‘uﬂg T(&LvT{@:dL:/:Q?LMZﬂ# notes -
_L(g%oiscé:fu'f:j{@
_éuﬂg TJ:UU:Q/}/C/E :«T: uﬁ/’zz&jub

Senator Aimal Wali Khan: And educational
curricula and released huge funding for establishing
madrassas for recruiting foot soldiers for the so-called
Jihad.

Pakhtunkhwa, Balochistan and Afghanistan were
made war theatres, | am talking about 1977, this is now
2024. The US, Europe and Israel became the defenders of
Islam. A full-fledged guerrilla war against Afghanistan was
started in the late 1970s for which Pakhtunkhwa and
Balochistan were made launching pads. Billions of dollars
and Petro-dollars were poured in to create military,
political and ideological infrastructure of war in Pakistan
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in general and Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan in
particular. Bacha Khan, Khan Abdul Ghafar Khan, my
great grandfather and Khan Abdul WIi Khan, my
grandfather, called this war a battle between two
elephants in which frogs would be crushed and
remember, we are still crushed. As opposed to the rest of
the world, Bacha Khan and Wali Khan refused to accept it
as a defence of Islam. They said that it was cultivation of
war machine in the name of Islam for the strategic
interests of the international powers i.e. the United
States of America. They foresighted that the
infrastructure of war developed in the name of religion
would be exploded against Pakistan and Pakhtunkhwa, as
we are saying yesterday even as one notification did
today, in Swat,
T e Ll £ L F\ e lmoOb el S LT S8 2 U o e
_crké’d,ub}

The Soviet forces entered Afghanistan in the late
1980s. Our leadership opposed the Soviet invasion and
asked the ‘white bear’ to return their troops. Here in
Pakistan another narrative was constructed after Soviet
troops entered Afghanistan. A narrative was
disseminated that the Soviets wanted to reach warm
waters. Interestingly, the minutes of Polit bureau
meetings of the Soviet Communist Party recently
declassified never mentioned any such intent.

In Pakistan during this war, an elected Prime
Minister was sent to the gallows, democratic institutions
were paralysed, the Constitution was distorted, a fanatic
mindset was created and permeated in the Pakistani
society and scores of armed extremist private militias
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were erected. Powerful drug and gun-running mafias
propped up to oil the war machine which had been
started with the financial and military support of the
Europe, US, Israel, Gulf countries, Iran, Turkey and most
of the rest of the world. When the Afghan war between
the US and Soviet Union ended after the Geneva Accord
in 1988, the Soviet forces returned. The Soviet Union
disintegrated and the CIA wrapped up its operation. The
war inside Pakistan, Afghanistan and Pakhtunkhwa never
ended as was envisaged by our leadership

The internal power tussle among the ‘jihadis’
started right after the Geneva Accord. When the war
turned ugly, another faction of this fanatics was
supported by Pakistan and facilitated by the US. They
called themselves Taliban from Kandahar. The Taliban
took over Kabul in 1996. Afghanistan became a hub of
the terror syndicate consisting of Al-Qaeda and other
terror groups around the globe. The twin towers in the
US were attacked and destroyed on 11" September,
2001. The investigation led to the alleged involvement of
the Al-Qaeda leader Osama Bin Ladin, who was allegedly
harboured by Taliban in Afghanistan. The US asked the
Taliban to hand over Bin Ladin but the Taliban refused.
The US and its allies started ‘War on Terror’ to dislodge
the Taliban Emirate in 2001. Bin Ladin was later found in
Pakistan’s mountainous town of Abbottabad and as they
claimed he was killed in 2011, while | don’t believe
myself that he was killed, because in this era | have not
myself seen any of his picture or video that been shown
where we can see that the biggest terrorist of the
subcontinent has been killed.
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The war infrastructure in Pakhtunkhwa and covert
operations in Afghanistan were initiated in 1970s. The
Muhajirs were turned into Mujahids in 1980s,
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Senator Aimal Wali Khan: These proxy wars
generated billions of dollars and Petro-dollars for all the
strategists, masterminds, scrip writers, drug trafficking
mafias, gun running cartels, commanders and foot
soldiers. In the meanwhile, accommodation for religious,
cultural, political, lingual, sectarian, ethnic, national and
gender diversity squeezed and shrank to non-existence.
Socio-cultural fabrics, ethno-national identities and
democratic political forces have been damaged. Pakistan
and especially Pakhtunkhwa and Balochistan have been
put on time bomb that can explode anytime.

The strategic depth policy envisaging a co-opted
Afghanistan and a march into the Central Asian Republics
was initially envisioned by General Zia-ul-Haqg in the early
1980s. Realizing the immense strength of a religious
emotional appeal, the security establishment of Pakistan
perceived that by supporting non-state actors and
militant militias, Pakistan could achieve its objectives for
political influence and resource exploration in
Afghanistan and the Central Asia, we are not out of it yet.

The security establishment perceived, in defiance
of all logic and objective reality, that through the use of
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non-state actors Pakistan could defeat India in political
influence, could explore the energy reservoirs in Central
Asia and could also expand control over a large swathe of
the planet to be considered a regional power. For this to
happen, the security establishment adapted proxies,
supported the Taliban government in the 1990s as well
as the Taliban insurgency in Afghanistan after the
government was dislodged by the Security Council’s
mandated NATO and the ISAF forces.

Analysts and policy experts have since been
pointing out the inherent flaws in the construct of the
strategic depth policy but to no avail. According to all
credible reports and evidence, during all the years of the
decade of the 90s and into the 21° century, the security
establishment of Pakistan had engaged with non-state
actors and private militias active in Afghanistan and India,
with no consideration being given to the policy’s socio-
cultural and socio-political impacts.

Although things on the security front substantially
changed after 9/11 around the globe the security
establishment of Pakistan stuck to its out-dated paradigm
favours to elements like the Haggani network, the Molvi
Nazir group, the Afghan Taliban leadership, the Jamaatud
Dawa and several others continued throughout the 90s
to date. At the same time, the security establishment of
Pakistan captured dozens of Al-Qaeda operatives and
handed them over to the US besides crack downs on
organizations  which  frequently  attacked state
installations and the security establishment of Pakistan.

The security establishment’s media manipulation
duly advocated the strategic depth policy by dividing the
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Taliban into good (the Afghan Taliban and the Pakistan
militant militias believed to be active only in Afghanistan)
and bad Taliban. The bad were those who were doing
their activities in Pakistan.
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Senator Aimal Wali Khan: The growing ideological
and non-state militaristic infrastructures in the settled
and tribal belt of Pakistan started taking root in the socio-
cultural and socio-economic dynamics of the communities around
Pakistan. The militant organizations were able to develop
mechanism for social permeation of their extremist
discourse winning a section of the population, especially
the youth through the use of radios, websites, daily
newspapers, periodicals, pamphlets, posters and banners
besides the use of the electronic media. This
phenomenon had helped them gain social control in
certain communities in 2007 to 2010. The security
establishment was looking the other way when all this
was happening. The Tehrik-i-Nifaz-i-Shariat Mohammadi
had brought about the whole Malakand division under its
influence back in 1994 and the first-ever reported
stoning to death event by Taliban took place in 1998 in
Orakzai Agency, which means that militant organizations
already had social control of large areas in both....
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(The Chair recognized the presence of Syed Ali Qasim

Gillani, MNA/son of Hon’ble Chairman Senate)
(Desk Thumping)
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[The House was then adjourned to meet again on
Tuesday, the 25" June, 2024, at 03:00 p.m.]
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