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SENATE OF PAKISTAN
SENATE DEBATES

Thursday, the April 15, 2025
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad at ten minutes past four in
the evening with Mr. Chairman (Syed Yousaf Raza Gilani)

in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Panel of Presiding Officers

Mr. Chairman: Panel of Presiding Officers. In

pursuance of sub-Rule 1 of Rule 14 of the Rules of
Procedure and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012, |




nominate the following Members in order to form a
panel of presiding officers for the 348" Session of the
Senate of Pakistan:

1. Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri

2. Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad Khan

3. Senator Faisal Ali Sabzwari

Fateha

Mr. Chairman: The House may offer fateha for

the following:

Senator Taj Haider and former Senator Prof.
Khurshid Ahmed, for deceased mother of Army Chief, for
eight Pakistani citizens killed in Iran, for victims of Jaffar
Express, for the personnel of law and enforcement
agencies martyred in various incidents of terrorism and
for martyred Palestinian brothers and sisters.
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Mr. Chairman: Order No. 02, Condolence
Resolution and Reference. Hon’ble Senators, respected
colleagues, it is with a very heavy heart that we
commence this session following the sad demise of
Senator Taj Haider, a mentor, a friend, a parliamentarian
par excellence, and a beacon of principled politics. On
behalf of this august House and its members, | express
our deep sorrow and convey our sincerest condolences
to his family, friends and the nation.

It is a huge loss not only for this Chamber but for
the entire nation and the country, which he served with
unwavering dedication, integrity and compassion. A
founding member of Pakistan People’s Party, Senator Taj
Haider was a man of rare brilliance, equally gifted in



politics, literature and science. A recipient of the Sitara-i-
Imtiaz and for his contribution to science, he was
instrumental in transformative projects like the Saindak
Mineral Development Projects, Hub Dam, Thar Coal
Initiative and Manchur Lake, rehabilitation efforts that
reflected his vision for a progressive, self-reliant Pakistan.
His early contribution as a PTV drama writer, showcased
his creative genius, earning him the PTV Best Drama
Serial Award in 2006. Yet, his true calling was public
service, where he championed the downtrodden with
unwavering resolve. He stood firmly with Quaid-e-Awam
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto’s mission, believing in people’s
powered change. His writing, vision and speeches were
all guided by one principle, justice for the marginalized.
This is also vindicated by the fact that as the coordinator
of the Tharparkar Relief Committee, he worked tirelessly
to alleviate sufferings, embodying his lifelong motto,
“right must prevail over might”. Elected to the Senate in
1995, he served with distinction on key Committees
including Industries, Water and Power, Education, Less
Developed Areas and Delegated Legislation, always
advocating for equitable development. Moreover, the
Standing Committee on Parliamentary Affairs under his
remarkable stewardship made profoundly transformative
contributions to electoral reforms.

In remembering Senator Taj, let us pay tributes to
a towering apostle for democracy who remained
steadfast in his commitment to social justice, human
rights and the rule of law and public service. Let us
honour his memory by upholding the values he fought
for democracy, equality and relentless services to the



people. May Allah Almighty grant him the highest place
in Jannah and give his family, friends and all who loved
him, the strength to bear this irreparable loss. As per
tradition of this House, we will not transact our formal
business today and a reference will be held for Senator
Taj Haider, acknowledging his services for democracy and
politics of Pakistan. The members will make brief
speeches, not more than five minutes each, paying
tributes to Senator Taj Haider, and thereafter, a
condolence resolution will be moved. Thank you.

Who will open the debate? Senator Sherry
Rehman sahiba.
Condolence Reference on the sad demise of Senator Taj

Haider
Senator Sherry Rehman
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it is more than half of my life. 2« 2 %was 25 years ago
For me personally, | have known him for a better part of
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Party has an ideology and core beliefs, Taj Haider was
instrumental in explaining to me and many young people
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sitting with him in the evening in the Peoples Secretariat
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Mr. Chairman: Leader of the House, do you want
to speak?
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Senator Aimal Wali Khan
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Mr. Chairman: Please order in the House.
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Mr. Chairman: Now | request the Chief Whip to

wind-up.
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you very much. Now |

request Senator Sherry Rehman Sahiba to move the
condolence resolution.
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Condolence Resolution moved by Senator Sherry
Rehman expressing profound grief and sorrow over the
sad demise of Senator Taj Haider

Senator Sherry Rehman: Thank you Mr. Chairman,
and thank you Senator Saleem Mandviwalla for your
love, affection and genuine feelings for Taj Bhai and for
all of us. God give you some relief. With your permission,
Mr. Chairman, | will move this resolution:-

“This House expresses its profound grief and
sorrow over the sad demise of one of its most
distinguished and revered Members, Senator Taj Haider,
who passed away on 8" April 2025, at the age of 83.

Senator Taj Haider was a steadfast democrat and a
seasoned parliamentarian. A veteran of national politics,
he was widely respected for his principled stance,
intellectual depth, and unwavering commitment to
democratic ideals. He was also a renowned playwright,
mathematician, and a versatile scholar whose
contributions extended well beyond the political realm.

In recognition of his exceptional public service and
intellectual contributions, he was conferred with the
Sitara-e-Imtiaz by the President of Pakistan in 2013. He
also received the PTV Best Playwright Serial Award in
2006, reflecting his literary brilliance.

Senator Taj Haider's political journey began in
1967 when he joined the socialist movement and
became one of the founding members of the Pakistan
People’s Party (PPP) under the leadership of Shaheed
Zulfigar Ali Bhutto. He remained committed to the
Party's ideology throughout his life and served it with
great integrity and dedication.
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He was elected to the Senate of Pakistan for the
term March 2012-2018, and was re-elected in March
2021 for the current term. At the time of his passing, he
was serving as the Chairman of the Senate Standing
Committee on Rules of Procedure and Privileges, and
held the important party position of Central Secretary
General of the PPP.

Throughout his parliamentary career, Senator
Haider consistently raised his voice for the rights of the
people of Pakistan and for matters of national
importance, always guided by principle, reason, and
compassion. He was known for his clarity of thought,
humble demeanour, and ethical politics, and mentored
many younger politicians, writers, and activists. His voice
in the Senate was always guided by principle, reason, and
compassion-qualities that set him apart in the country's
political discourse. His contributions to the Senate, to the
nation, and to democratic discourse will be remembered
with great respect and admiration.

This House expresses its deepest sympathies with
the bereaved family, friends and his party. We pray to
Almighty Allah to shower His infinite blessings upon the
departed soul and pray that his soul rest in eternal peace.

A copy of this resolution, if | may add, is entirely
inadequate to do justice to his stellar life, may be sent to
the bereaved family.”

Mr. Chairman: | now put the resolution before the
House.

(The resolution was passed unanimously)

Mr. Chairman: Copy of the resolution may be sent

to the bereaved family. | now request Senator Azam
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Nazeer Tarar to move a condolence resolution for former
Senator Professor Khurshid Ahmed.

Condolence Resolution moved by Senator Azam Nazeer
Tarar expressing profound grief and sorrow over the
sad demise of former Senator Professor Khurshid
Ahmed

Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar: “This House expresses
its profound grief and sorrow over the sad demise of
former Senator Professor Khurshid Ahmed, who passed
away on 12™ of April, 2025. Professor Khurshid was a
distinguished economist, humanist Islamic Scholar and a
dedicated statesman whose intellectual legacy and the
public contributions have left a lasting impact on
Pakistan. He was the founder of the Institute of Policy
Studies Islamabad, a co-founder of the Islamic
Foundation in the United Kingdom and the founding
trustee of the Punjab School. His scholarly work on
Islamic economics and ideology has been widely
recognized both nationally and internationally.

In recognition of his exceptional academics and
social services, Professor Khurshid was conferred with
Nishan-i-Imtiaz, a testament to the national esteem in
which he was held.

In his illustrious political career he remained
associated with Jamaat-i-Islami and served as a member
of Senate of Pakistan for the terms 1985-91, 1991-97,
2003-06 and 2006-2012. During which he played a
leading role in shaping Parliamentary discourse on
Economic, Constitutional and Ideological matters. As
Chairman of the Senate Standing Committee on
Economic Affairs and Planning he provided critical
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oversight on national development policies and
economic reforms. He was also an active member of
multiple other committees and forums contributing
significantly to the debates on education, energy,
national security and Islamic jurisprudence.

His tenure in the Senate was marked by
intellectual clarity, principled positions and a strong
commitment to Islamic Democratic values. As
Parliamentarian he was known for his thoughtful
interventions, policy driven approach and ability to
bridge academic insight with legislative pragmatism. His
presence enriched the proceeding of the Senate and
helped shape national policy on key socio economic and
ideological issues.

He also served in executive position including as
Federal Minister for Planning and Development, Federal
Minister for Energy and Deputy Chairman of the Planning
Commission, where he played a central role in
formulating and implementing national development
strategies.

This House expresses its deepest sympathies with
the grieved family and friends including his Party. We
pray to all mighty ALLAH to shower his infinite blessing
upon the departed soul and to grant him eternal peace.

Mr. Chairman! a copy of this resolution may be
sent to the bereaved family. Thank you.

Mr. Chairman: |, now put the resolution before the
House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The copy of the resolution may be

sent to the grieved family.
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Prorogation of the Senate, as a mark of respect
and to pay homage to the late Senator Taj Haider, this
session will now stand prorogued.

| will now read out the prorogation order received
from the President of Pakistan:

“In exercise of the powers conferred by

Clause (1) of Article 54 of the Constitution of

the Islamic Republic of Pakistan 1973, |

hereby prorogue the Senate Session on the

conclusion of its business on Tuesday 15%

April, 2025.”

Sd/-

(Asif Ali Zardari)
President of Pakistan
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