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SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Monday, the August 18, 2025
The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall (Parliament House) Islamabad

at seventeen minutes past five in the evening with Mr. Chairman (Syed Yousaf Raza

Gilani) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Mr. Chairman: | welcome Mr. Ghulam Muhammad Shalani, former Senator,

in the Gallery.
(Desk thumping)
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Leave of Absence

Mr. Chairman: Senator Palwasha Mohammad Zai Khan has requested for the
grant of leave for 12" and 15% August, 2025 due to personal engagements. Is leave
granted?

(The leave was granted)
Mr. Chairman: Senator Mohammad Ishaqg Dar has requested for the grant of

leave for 12" and 15™ August, 2025 due to official engagements. Is leave granted?

(The leave was granted)
Mr. Chairman: Senator Nadeem Ahmed Bhutto has requested for the grant

of leave for 12" August, 2025 due to personal engagements. Is leave granted?

(The leave was granted)
Mr. Chairman: Senator Khalil Tahir has requested for the grant of leave for

15™ August to end of the current session due to visit abroad. Is leave granted?

(The leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Qurat-Ul-Ain Marri has requested for the grant of
leave for 12™ and 15" August, 2025 due to personal engagements. Is leave
granted?

(The leave was granted)



Mr. Chairman: Senator Abdul Shakoor Khan has requested for the
grant of leave for 12" and 15" August, 2025 due to personal engagements. Is leave
granted?

(The leave was granted)
Mr. Chairman: Senator Syed Kazim Ali Shah has requested for the grant of

leave for 15" August, 2025 due to personal engagements. Is leave granted?

(The leave was granted)
Mr. Chairman: Senator Zamir Hussain Ghumro has requested for the grant

of leave for 15™ August, 2025 due to personal engagements. Is leave granted?

(The leave was granted)
Mr. Chairman: Senator Pervaiz Rashid has requested for the grant of leave

for 15" to 22 August, 2025 due to personal engagements. Is leave granted?

(The leave was granted)
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Senator Sherry Rehman: Thank you.
Mr. Chairman: Senators Hidayatullah Khan Sahib and Umer Farooq may

move Order No. 2.

Introduction of [The Fatima University of Science and Technology Bill, 2025]
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Mr. Chairman: Law Minister Sahib.
Senator Azam Nazeer Tarar (Minister for Law and Justice): Sir, it is being
introduced. It may be referred to the Standing Committee concerned.
Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the House.
(The motion was carried)
Mr. Chairman: The motion is carried and the leave to introduce the Bill is
granted unanimously. Order No. 3. Senators Hidayatullah Khan and Umer Farooq

may move Order No. 3.
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Mr. Chairman: The Bill as introduced stands referred to the Standing
Committee concerned. Order No. 4. [Followed by T02]
T02-18Aug2025 Imran/ED: Shakeel 05:30 pm

Mr. Chairman: (Continue...) Order No. 4. Senator Malik Shahadat Awan
Sahib.

Consideration and passage of [The Public Procurement Regulatory Authority
(Amendment) Bill, 2023]

Senator Shahadat Awan: | move that the Bill further to amend the
Public Procurement Regulatory Authority Ordinance, 2002 ([The Public
Procurement
Regulatory Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2023], as reported by the Standing

Committee, be taken into consideration at once.
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Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the House.
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted unanimously. We take up second
reading of the Bill i.e. clause by clause consideration of the Bill. Clause 2, There is
no amendment in clause 2, so | will put this clause as one question. The question is

that clause 2 do form part of the Bill?
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 2 stand part of the Bill. Clause 1, The Preamble and
the Title of the Bill. The question is that Clause 1, the Preamble and the Title, do

form part of the Bill?
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 1, The Preamble and the Title stands part of the Bill.

Order No.05. Senator Shahadat Awan Sahib.

Senator Shahadat Awan: | move that the Bill further to amend the
Public Procurement Regulatory Authority Ordinance, 2002 ([The Public

Procurement Regulatory Authority (Amendment) Bill, 2023], be passed.

Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the House.



(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted and the Bill stands passed

unanimously. Order No. 06. Shahadat Awan Sahib.

Consideration and passage of [The Pakistan Council for Science and Technology
(Amendment) Bill, 2023]

Senator Shahadat Awan: | move that the Bill further to amend the
Pakistan Council for Science and Technology Act, 2017 [The Pakistan Council for
Science and Technology (Amendment) Bill, 2023], as reported by the Standing

Committee, be taken into consideration at once.
Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed?
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(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted unanimously. We take up second
reading of the Bill i.e. clause by clause consideration of the Bill. Clause 2. There is
no amendment in clause 2, so | will put this clause as one question. The question is

that clause 2 do form part of the Bill?
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 2 stands part of the Bill. Clause 1, The Preamble and

the Title of the Bill. We may now take up Clause 1, The Preamble and the Title of



the Bill. The question is that Clause 1, the Preamble and the Title, do form part of

the Bill?
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 1, The Preamble and the Title stands part of the Bill.
Order No.07. Senator Shahadat Awan Sahib.

Senator Shahadat Awan: | move that the Bill further to amend the
Pakistan Council for Science and Technology Act, 2017 [The Pakistan Council for

Science and Technology (Amendment) Bill, 2023], be passed
Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the House.
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted and the Bill stands passed

unanimously. Order No. 08. Shahadat Awan Sahib.

Consideration and passage of [The Criminal Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024]

Senator Shahadat Awan: | move that the Bill further to amend the
Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 [The Criminal
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024] (Insertion of new section 297A in the PPC and
subsequent amendment in Schedule Il of Cr.PC), as reported by the Standing

Committee, be taken into consideration at once.
Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed?
Senator Shahadat Awan: No sir.

Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the House.
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(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted unanimously. We take up second
reading of the Bill i.e. clause by clause consideration of the Bill. Clauses 2 and 3.
There is no amendment in clauses 2 and 3, so | will put these clauses as one

guestion. The question is that clauses 2 and 3 do form part of the Bill?
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clauses 2 and 3 stand part of the Bill. Clause 1, The Preamble
and the Title of the Bill. We may now take up Clause 1, The Preamble and the Title
of the Bill. The question is that Clause 1, the Preamble and the Title, do form part
of the Bill?

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted and clause 1, The Preamble and the

Title stands part of the Bill. Order No.09. Senator Shahadat Awan Sahib.

Senator Shahadat Awan: | move that the Bill further to amend the
Pakistan Penal Code, 1860 and the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1898 [The Criminal
Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024], be passed.

Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the House.
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted and the Bill stands passed

unanimously. Order No. 10. Shahadat Awan.



Consideration and passage of [The Higher Education Commission (Amendment)

Bill, 2024]

Senator Shahadat Awan: | move that the Bill further to amend the
Higher Education Commission Ordinance, 2002 [The Higher Education Commission
(Amendment) Bill, 2024], as reported by the Standing Committee, be taken into

consideration at once.

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed? No. Ok. | now put the motion before the

House.
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted unanimously. We take up second
reading of the Bill i.e. clause by clause consideration of the Bill. Clause 2. There is
no amendment in clause 2, so | will put this clause as one question. The question is

that clause 2 do form part of the Bill?
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 2 stands part of the Bill. Clause 1, The Preamble and
the Title of the Bill. We may now take up Clause 1, The Preamble and the Title of
the Bill. The question is that Clause 1, the Preamble and the Title, do form part of
the Bill?

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 1, The Preamble and the Title stands part of the Bill.

Order No.11. Senator Shahadat Awan.
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Senator Shahadat Awan: | move that the Bill further to amend the
Higher Education Commission Ordinance, 2002 [The Higher Education Commission

(Amendment) Bill, 2024], be passed.
Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the House.
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted and the Bill stands passed

unanimously. Order No. 12. Shahadat Awan.

Consideration and passage of [The Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal (Amendment) Bill, 2024]

Senator Shahadat Awan: | move that the Bill further to amend the
Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal Act, 1992 [The Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal (Amendment) Bill, 2024],
as

reported by the Standing Committee, be taken into consideration at once.

Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed?
-uj‘c‘_n..;‘fva' ufJUlaﬂiﬂ/;!ffé‘fuzﬂﬂu’fu:‘w;j/uzp”"t/ff
Mr. Chairman: Ok. | now put the motion before the House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted unanimously. We take up second
reading of the Bill i.e. clause by clause consideration of the Bill. Clauses 2 to 7.
There is no amendment in clauses 2 to 7, so | will put these clauses as one

guestion. The question is that clauses 2 to 7 do form part of the Bill?

(The motion was carried)
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Mr. Chairman: Clauses 2 to 7 stand part of the Bill. Clause 1, The Preamble
and the Title of the Bill. We may now take up Clause 1, The Preamble and the Title
of the Bill. The question is that Clause 1, the Preamble and the Title, do form part
of the Bill?

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 1, The Preamble and the Title stands part of the Bill.
Order No.13. Senator Shahadat Awan Sahib.

Senator Shahadat Awan: | move that the Bill further to amend the
Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal Act, 1992 [The Pakistan Bait-ul-Mal (Amendment) Bill, 2024],

be passed.
Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the House.
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted and the Bill stands passed
unanimously. Order No. 14. Senator Fawzia Arshad may move Order No.14. Not

present. Who will move on her behalf? She is sitting!

(TO3-——_$ ) S itemIE Tt slosta b
T03-18Aug2025 Abdul Ghafoor/ED: Mubashir  5:40 PM

Mr. Chairman: (Continued) Order No. 14. Senator Fawzia Arshad may move

Order No. 14. Not present? Who will move on her behalf? She is sitting.

You can go to your seat_‘agf/}(item%.,fguﬁ/l,/‘i}jf
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Mr. Chairman: Order No.14.
Senator Fawzia Arshad: Apologies for not being on my seat. Thank you.
Mr. Chairman: No its fine.

Consideration and Passage of [The Islamabad Capital Territory Prohibition on
Employment of Children Bill, 2022]

Senator Fawzia Arshad: | would like to move that the Bill to prohibit the
employment of children and to regulate the employment of adolescents in certain
works [The Islamabad Capital Territory Prohibition on Employment of Children Bill,
2022], as reported by the Standing Committee, be taken into consideration at

once.
Mr. Chairman: Is it opposed?

Senator Muhammad Tallal Badar (MoS for Interior and Narcotics Control):

Not opposed.
Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the House.
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The motion is adopted unanimously. Second reading of the
Bill. Clauses 2 to 24. There is no amendment in Clauses 2 to 24, so | put these
Clauses before the House as one question. The question is that Clauses 2 to 24 do

form part of the Bill?

(The motion was carried)
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Mr. Chairman: Schedule. Clauses 2 to 24 stand part of the Bill. | know put
the Schedule before the vote of the House. There is no amendment in Schedule.

The question is that the Schedule do form part of the Bill?
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Schedule stands part of the Bill. Clause 1, The Preamble and
the Title of the Bill. We may now take up Clause 1, The Preamble and Title of the
Bill. The question is that Clause 1, The Preamble and the Title do form part of the
Bill?

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Clause 1, The Preamble and the Title stands part of the Bill.

Order No.15 Senator Fawzia Arshad may move Order No.15.

Senator Fawzia Arshad: | move that Bill to prohibit the employment of
children and to regulate the employment of adolescents in certain works [The
Islamabad Capital Territory Prohibition on Employment of Children Bill, 2022], be

passed.
Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the House.
(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Samina Mumtaz Zehri has requested for deferments
so Orders No. 16 to 21 should stand deferred. Order No. 22 Senator Sarmad Ali

may move on behalf of Senator Sayed Masroor Ahsan.

14



Withdrawal of [The Social Media (Age-Restricted Users) Bill, 2025]

Senator Sarmad Ali: I, on behalf of Syed Masroor Ahsan would like to
withdraw the Bill to provide for Social Media (Age-Restricted Users) [The Social
Media (Age-Restricted Users) Bill, 2025], as introduced in the Senate on 21°" July,
2025.

Mr. Chairman: | now put the motion before the House.

(The motion was carried)

Mr. Chairman: The leave to withdraw the Bill is granted. Senators Masroor

Ahsan and Sarmad Ali may move Order No.23.

Senator Sarmad Ali: I, on behalf of Syed Masroor Ahsan would like to
withdraw the Bill to provide for Social Media (Age-Restricted Users) [The Social
Media (Age-Restricted Users) Bill, 2025].

(The Bill stands withdrawn)

Mr. Chairman: The Bill stands withdrawn. Order No.24 Senator Sadia Abbasi
to move Order No.24. Who will move on her behalf? No, Senator. You cannot
move. Your name is not there. Please be seated. | go to the next. Order No.26. We
may take up Order No.26 Senator Sherry Rehman sahiba may move the motion.

Motion under Rule 218 moved by Senator Sherry Rehman regarding the
alarming increase in cases of Gender Based Violence in the Country

Senator Sherry Rehman: I, hereby move that this House may discuss the
alarming rise in Gender Based Violence cases in Pakistan with recent data pointing
to an alarming surge in reported cases but also a colossal failure of state’s

institutional and judicial mechanisms to address it. Despite legislation that has

15



created 480 courts across the country to meet the rising demand for justice, for
heinous cases of gender-based abuse and femicide, the number of unsettled cases
remains too high, while conviction rates remain shockingly low. At the same time,
a high number of acquittals points to shocking levels of impunity according to such
criminality including poor investigative and prosecution gaps that encourage a
systematic tolerance for crimes against women at the institutional mechanism for
the dispensation of law and justice. As under Rule 218, Sir | beg that the House
may take steps to suggest higher action and reconsider measures for improvement
as well as timely reporting to Parliament on this crucial issue of rights abuse across

the country.
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- breferuls A+ . 51 fully agree with parliamentary leader-< ktsdiscuss
Mr. Chairman: Do you agree that it may be referred to the Standing

Committee?
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Mr. Chairman: It is referred to the concerned Standing Committee.
P P ST e Bl SN SIL I i K

e Y settleatd LT 5ails ole 7 bl _Tioolotboit s - 51t A b

et
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the Committees’ business. ¥ J:7 [}Mu‘f!L o briefgu S e interfere .o ‘ajfThey
should not be interfering but they are giving stay orders on hearings of the
Committees. & ear & 1251 U e W BlIE18 o gp £ Ul 0§ e L e life
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stay$ 4 < —olo J7 [}/w -2 <> detail U discussion < Jn He is going to discuss it

further with me and try to find a solution so this matter gets resolved.
ol B R

Senator Syed Ali Zafar: In my view, under the Constitution, on proceedings
of the Committee, because they are proceedings of the Senate, the court cannot

order, the court cannot put a stay on that.
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(At this stage, Senator Danesh Kumar, Presiding Officer, occupied the Chair)

(Desk thumping)
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Senator Zameer Hussain Ghumro
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Senator Kamran Murtaza

< —olAttorney Generalsssle & LUl bz o2/ S ({:u"‘j/ul/g/ff

/Z’ U< violation JArticIe 69,f’3/l{u5’ ARt ‘l/.gbjrgtwj!é_ s S e u_c‘—Jw
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Article Zlaw officerse st S'e o 61T g/fstay continuesszsl £ U1l & Ux EY;
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. /
TV IR IY-au Dy
,qfag/,ul_;l'u’{!! —>WAttorney General:/i’l’aﬁfl,g/?fte

Mr. Mansoor Usman Awan (Attorney General for Pakistan)
Mr. Mansoor Usman Awan(Attorney General for Pakistan): Thank you for

the opportunity. | thank honourable Senator Saleem Mandiwala for bringing me

over to the Upper House. As Senator Saleem Mandiwala has just stated....
(Interruption)

Mr. Mansoor Usman Awan: | have so many other things to deal with. | would

have loved to come.
AT el e TG ATt

Mr. Mansoor Usman Awan: Sir, we have discussed the matter and we will

further discuss it. It might require certain amendments in the Rules of Procedure
and Conduct of Business in the Senate, 2012. This is something which | discussed
with honourable Senator Saleem Mandiwala, but there is another thing which |
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would like to point out while responding to what Senator Ali Zafar and Senator
Zameer Hussain Ghumro had just said. Both of my honourable friends are fully
aware that the bar under Article 69, there a series of cases, is not absolute. There
is a great sanctity attached to it but it is not an absolute bar. We have seen not too
far back in past where certain proceedings were carried out in the Lower House,
and then those proceedings went to the Supreme Court. My learned friend,
Senator Ali Zafar, | believe was one of the counsel, and Pakistan Peoples Party was
a petitioner also. | myself as a private lawyer was also a counsel in that matter. The
Court gave a ruling where it found, that Court gave a judgement and found a

particular ruling to be un-constitutional.

Now, in those circumstances, it perhaps becomes very important to leave
this door open because sometimes matters could bring everything to not just a
standstill, but produce consequences which may not have any resolution within
the House. In this particular case, when the ruling came out, the House was
dissolved. Now, where would the Members have gone? Obviously, they had to go
the Court, and that Court did interfere. So, this is something on the side. But as far
as the issue raised by Senator Saleem Mandiwala is concerned, we had a
discussion, and | think there is a resolution which can be found out. We will discuss
it further and perhaps the matter will come back before the House in due course,

thank you.
Ay G AT gl

Senator Syed Ali Zafar

| think | have great respect for the honourable Attorney General:/”u“,«//ff

U7 < blims S JB 12 with due respect‘%&/é"/‘"ﬁ § w96 on recordé_ur"!ui’é‘.vwgg
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Je dgenuine -yt &S A eolos U1« colo Attorney General :/:"T:ﬁ‘gl,g/?gte
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Mr. Mansoor Usman Awan
Mr. Mansoor Usman Awan: Absolutely. There cannot be any interference. |

did not for a moment intended any disrespect to the Upper House because it is
House of the Federation. It is more important in many ways so | did not mean to
say anything which in any way belittles this House. What | was saying was that
Article 69 bars something which Senator Syed Ali Zafar had referred to. The matter
at hand relates to something which is covered or which is to be covered under sub-
rule (5) of Rule 166 of the Rules of Procedure and Conduct of Business in the
Senate, 2012. Now, under this sub-rule, the rule requires that the Committee shall
deal with matters which are of general public importance, the matter must relate
to or primarily a concern of the Government and thirdly, no court or tribunal has
jurisdiction to hear such matter. Now, the issue here is and the question before
the Court is and the case was brought before the High Court was whether the
Court had jurisdiction to hear those matters which the authority took cognizance
of. Now, this is something which on a constitutional plain relates to the trichotomy
principles embedded in the Constitution and Article 2A states as such that each
branches of the State/Government may act in their own sphere, but this is all now
academic. | had to respond to it because Senator Ali Zafar had said that | did not
put the things in right perspective. | completely appreciate that and this matter will
be resolved In Shaa Allah. | will again sit with honourable Senator Saleem

Mandiwala and this will be resolved In Shaa Allah. Thank you.
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Mr. Presiding Officer: We may now take up Order No. 27. Senator Mohsin

Aziz please move Order No. 27.

Motion under Rule 218 moved by Senator Mohsin Aziz regarding the overall
performance of NDMA during the recent flood crisis in the country.

Senator Mohsin Aziz: Sir, | move that the House may discuss overall

performance of NDMA during the recent flood crisis in the country.
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Senator Rubina Naaz

Senator Rubina Naaz: Mr. Presiding Officer! First of all congratulations to

-

you, it is a huge honour to preside over this esteem House, so, congratulations.
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Mr. Presiding Officer: Motion has been talked out.
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The proceedings of the House stand adjourned to meet again on Tuesday,

the 19" August, 2025 at 11:00 am.

[The House was then adjourned to meet on Tuesday, the 19" August, 2025 at 11:00

am]

98



