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SENATE OF PAKISTAN

SENATE DEBATES
Tuesday, the June 17, 2025

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Hall
(Parliament House) Islamabad at ten minutes past eleven
in the morning with Mr. Chairman (Syed Yousaf Raza
Gilani) in the Chair.

Recitation from the Holy Quran
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Leave of Absence

Mr. Chairman: Now, we take up leave of absence.
Senator Dostain Khan Domki has requested for grant of
leave for 13" and 16™ June, 2025, during the current
session due to personal engagements. Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Sarmad Ali has requested
for grant of leave for 13 June, 2025, during the current
session due to personal engagements. Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Saadia Abbasi has requested
for grant of leave for 16™ June, 2025, during the current
session due to personal engagements. Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Faisal Saleem Rehman has
requested for grant of leave from 16™ June to 23™ June,
2025, during the current session due to visit abroad. Is
leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Syed Ali Zafar has
requested for grant of leave for 13" June, 2025, during
the current session due to personal engagements. Is
leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Husna Bano has requested
for grant of leave for 13" June, 2025, during the current
session due to personal engagements. Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)



Mr. Chairman: Senator Anusha Rahman Ahmad
Khan has requested for grant of leave for 13" June, 2025,
during the current session due to personal engagements.
Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)

Mr. Chairman: Senator Mohammad Humayun
Mohmand has requested for grant of leave from 16"
June to 23™ June, 2025, during the current session due to
visit abroad. Is leave granted?

(Leave was granted)
Further Discussion on the Finance Bill, 2025-26

Mr. Chairman: Now, we resume discussion on the
Budget. Senator Kamran Murtaza has requested to speak
first since he has to go to Supreme Court. Yes, Senator
Kamran Murtaza.

Senator Kamran Murtaza
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Mr. Chairman: | have to make an announcement,
this House welcomes the students, faculty members of
the Government Graduate College, Civil line Sheikhupura,
who are seated in the visitor’s gallery. | congratulate

Senator Bushra Anjum Butt for a successful Peace
Mission Abroad. | give the floor to Senator Mohsin Aziz.



(The Chair recognized the presence of a group of students
and faculty members of the Government Graduate
College, Civil line Sheikhupura)

(Desk Thumbing)

Senator Mohsin Aziz
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Senator Saadia Abbasi

Senator Saadia Abbasi: Thank you Mr. Chairman. |
thank you for the opportunity to speak here on this
budget. I'll be as brief as possible. Sir, | am sitting on the
treasury benches in this House and | am expected to
speak in favour of the government. On the other hand, |
am driven by my commitment to the people of this
country who have voted and who have brought me here.
It is my duty to speak for their rights.

In this paradox of time, to please the government
and speaking with some degree of intellectual honesty, |
would go with my conscience. Simply put, Mr. Chairman,
this budget is a nonstarter. Why? Because it is anti-
business, it is anti-poor, and it is anti-people and
intended to stifle the people and business sentiment in
this country. It is a budget that is not for the people of
Pakistan. It is a budget to justify IMF conditionalities and
its total control of Pakistan’s economy and sovereignty.

Mr. Chairman! What is the problem of Pakistan
and how many times have we gone into IMF
programmes? |IMF programmes have always been
framed in technocratic language. Not to address the
political and economic content of the issues facing a
country but always to give solutions which are
predictable but least suited to the problems of the
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country. What is our problem today? We have
deteriorating terms of trade. We have changing weather
patterns  which are impacting agriculture and
infrastructure. We have inadequate structural reforms.
We have poor debt management. We have high-cost
commercial loans. We have a high cost of doing business.
We have a stagnant industrial growth, and we have a low
growth rate.

These are the problems of Pakistan. So, what is the
IMF telling us? Tax people and tax people. Improve
economic management but no solution of how to
improve the economic management. Continue with
structural adjustments. How? Where are the policies for
structural adjustments? Diversify exports but there is no
plan of how to achieve that. There is no incentive to
industry to achieve a higher export growth rate. Then it
says follow prudent policies. Does this budget reflect any
commitment to any kind of prudent policy making. It
does not. In fact, it is channeling funds to those areas
where they are not needed but it is not channeling funds
where they are needed to help the poor, towards
education, towards health, towards addressing the social
and economic conditions of the poor of this country.

45 percent of the population of this country is
below the poverty line. It is shameful for our country, and
it is shameful that to this day we have not been able to
address these issues. Mr. Chairman! this budget is
framed on taxing the people, on granting exemptions and
coarsening the business community through punitive
measures. Mr. Chairman! | would like to draw your
attention to the Finance Bill and to Section 17 and
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Section 37(a) which is at page 38 of the Finance Bill; the
power to arrest. These powers and these coercive of
powers that have been granted to the FBR, it is intended
to coerce the business community. It is not intended
through any means to boost confidence in this country
and to enhance business sentiment in this country. These
measures are not only going to lead to greater
corruption, but they are going to create an environment
and a situation where people will be forced not to
engage in business practices. So if that is what the
government hopes to achieve through this, then it is not
going to go anywhere.

Mr. Chairman! The world focuses on green energy,
green economy, which means the sustainable use of
natural resources. This government itself gave a policy
for solarisation in this country. Then people started
investing. So when a little bit of benefit trickled down to
the people, the government decided to tax solarisation
also. So wherever there is a little bit of benefit, the
government wants to tax that and increase taxes. They
have no other means of increasing revenues for the
country. All over the world, governments are
incentivizing their people towards the green economy. In
this country, we want to stop that also. The little bit of
effort that people have made towards that, we want to
take that away also from the people.

Mr. Chairman! This budget offers nothing to
incentivize industry, jobs creation, economic growth,
agriculture development and investment in science and
technology. It is a budget to tax those who are already
paying taxes.
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Mr. Chairman! Nowhere in the world is there a
policy of a filer and a non-filer. It is only in this country
that we have created two distinctions of a filer and a
non-filer. As a consequence of that, those who are not
paying taxes will still not be paying taxes. But what is
there to stop the government from taxing those who
ought to be taxed? There is nothing to stop the
government from doing that, but not through the
coercive of measures being granted to the FBR.

Mr. Chairman! We have had at least six Finance
Ministers since 2018, and all have come and said that
they are improving, and they are going to improve things
and things are to going turn around. And the hopes and
expectations, there were no hopes and expectations ever
of what they were saying, because what they were saying
does not reflect the realities.

Mr. Chairman! The present Finance Minister is a
member of this House, but he has never ever bothered
to even interact with a single member of this House
about budget making or the budget process or how to
address the issues that are facing the people of this
country.

Mr. Chairman! | reject this budget and repeat that
it is anti-people and anti-business. The powers being
proposed for the FBR Commissioners, they are coercive,
which will lead to more corruption and violate the basic
rights of the rule of law.

Mr. Chairman! | would request that the Prime
Minister should review the policies announced in this
budget and take into account the sentiments of the
people of Pakistan and come up with policies that truly
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address the needs of the people of this country. Thank
you very much, Mr. Chairman.

Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Senator Palwasha
Mohammed Zai Khan wants to speak tomorrow and the
next is Senator Syed Wagar Mehdi. Is he present? | am
following the list. It’s the collective responsibility of the
Cabinet.
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Mr. Chairman: Leader of the Opposition, before
your reply | want to say

Minister is .t &F * gallery 2/ £ Ministry of Finance 2.5
present, if you have a desire to request any other
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practical, solid, result :,gulquLf/“/@MréjJ%u’f&ulﬂ
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. | have to make an
announcement; this House welcomes Excellency the
Ambassador of Romania to Pakistan and Consul of

Romania who are present in the gallery. Now, | give the

floor to Senator Amir Waliuddin Chishti from MQM.
Senator Amir Waliuddin Chishti
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Mr. Chairman: Thank you. Now, | give the floor to

the parliamentary leader of ANP, Aimal Wali Khan sahib.
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Mr. Chairman: Now | give the floor to Aon Abbas

Bhappi Sahib.
Senator Aop Abbas
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Mr. Presiding Officer: Thank you. The House is
adjourned to meet again on Wednesday, the 18™ June,
2025, at 11:00 a.m.

[The House was then adjourned to meet again on
Wednesday, the 18" June, 2025, at 11:00 a.m.]
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