Volume I SP. :I-1-73 (E)
No. 1 400

' THE
SENATE OF PAKISTAN
DEBATES

%
e
OFFICIAL REPORT
Monday, the 6th August, 1973
CONTENTS
Pages
‘Nomination of Presiding Officer i o =5 1
QOath and Signing of Roll of Members = - o 2
;’ - Point of Order ue o c . 3
f Oath and Signing of Roll of Members e vt e 34
Programme for Election of Chairman and Deputy Chairman .. 45
Election of Chairman Fio Ad s i 5—8
Election of Deputy Chairman o 8—10
Felicitations on election of Chairman and Deputy Chairman .. 10—16

PRINTED BY THE MANAGER, PRINTING CORPORATION OF PAKISTAN PRESS, ISLAMABAD
PUBLISHED BY THE MANAGER OF PUBLICATIONS, KARACHI

Price Ps, 50




l

s
L 9,
V10.

SENATE OF PAKISTAN

List Of Members

Baluchistan

Mir Nabi Bakhsh Zehri.

Mr. Tahir Mohammad Khan.«™ v

Mir Mahmood Aziz Kurd.
Mr. Zamarud Hussain.

Mir Hazoor Bakhsh.

Mir Abdul Nabi Khan.

Mr. Mohammad Zaman Khan
Achakzai.

Mir Abdul Wahid.
Mr. Mohammad Hashim Ghilzai
Haji Sayed Hussain Shah.

N.W.E.P.

Mr. Habibullah Khan.

Mr, Niamatullah Khan.
Sardar Mohammad Aslam.
Mr. Sher Mohammad Khan.
Mir Afzal Khan.

Mr. Shahzad Gul.

Mr, M. Zahurul Haq.

Mr. Kamran Khan.

Mr. Zafar Ahmad Qureshi.
Haji Shabib Shah.

Punjab

Mrs. Samia Usman Fatah.
Mian Arif Iftikhar.
Shaikh Fazal-i-Elahi Piracha.

“31.

30.

32,
b33,
34,

35,

v

36.

Mr. Ahmad Waheed Akhtar.

Qazi Mohammad Shahid.
Rao Abdus Sattar.

Mr. Thsanul Haq.

Ch. Mohammad Aslam.
Moulvi Zahoorul Hag.
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar.

Sind

Mr. Qurban Ali Shah.

Mufti Zafar Ali Nomani.

Agha Ghulam Nabi Khan.
Sardar Ghulam Mohammad Khan.
Mr. Qamaruz Zaman Shah.

Mr. Rafi Raza.

37. Mr. Mehran Khan.

V138,
39,

¥ 40.

L 41.
142,

v,
L 44,
v 45,

(1)

Syed Zulfigar Ali Shah Jamote.

Mr, Muhammad Sulleman M.
Samejo.

Mr. J. A. Rahim.

Federal Capital Area

Mr. Aziz Ahmed.

Mr. Nargis Zaman Khan.

Federally Administered Tribal Areas

Mr. Khayal Said.
Malik Nasrullah Khan Afridie.
Mr., Gulab Khan.



SENATE OF PAKISTAN

Chairman

My, Habibullih Khay

Depuiy Chzirman

A \u ¢ Mr, Tahir Mohammad Khan

Qm ' Panel of Presiding Officers
Mian Arif Iftikhar
Agha Ghulam Nabi Khan

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar

Secretary

Mr. Aslam Abduliah Khan

Deputy Secretary

Mr. Z. A. K. Baqai

Section Officers
Mr. Abdul Bari Khan

Mr. Akhtar Husain Khan

(i)




GOYERNMENT OF PAKISTAN

Mr. Zuliikar Ali Bhutto, H.PK.

Mr. Nurul Amin

President.

Vice-Prosident,

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

Mr. J. A. Rahim

Mr. Abdul Qaiyum Khan

Dr. Mubashir Hasan

Mr. Hayat Mohammad Khau. Sherpao.

Sheikh Muhammad Rashid
Mr. Khurshid Hasan Meer
Mr. Ghulam Mustafa Khan Jatoi

Mr. Abdul Hafeez Pirzada

Maulana Kausar Niazi
Sardar Ghaus Bakhsh Raisani

Ch. Mohammad Hanif Khan
Raja Tridiv Roy

Minister for Production, Presidential
Affairs and Commerce.

Minister for Interior, States and Frontie
Regions and Kashmir Affairs.

Minister for Finance, Planning and
Development.

Minister for Fuel, Power and Natural
Resources.

Minister for Health and Social Welfare,
Minister without Portfolio.

Minister for Political Affairs and

Communications.

Minister for Law, Parliamentary Affairs
and Education and Provincial Co-
ordination.

Minister for Information, Broadcast-
ing, Auqaf and Haj.

Minister for Food and A griculture
and Under-developed Areas.

Minister for Labour and Works.

Minister for Minorities Affairs and
Tourism.

MINISTERS OF STATE

Mes. Mahmud Ali

Maj. General Jamal Dar

Ms, Aziz Ahmed

Minister of State for National Affairs,
Overseas Pakistanis and Prisons.

Minister of State for Public Affairs.

Minister of State for Foreign Affairs
and Defence.

ATTORNEY GENERAL

Mr. Yahya Bakhtiar.

(i)



SENATE DEBATES
[Official Report of the Firsf Session of the Senate of Pakistan, 1973]

VOLUME I

SENATE OF PAKISTAN
Monday, the 6th August, 1973

The Senate of Pakistan met in the Senate Chamber, Islamabad, at nine of
the clock, in the morning. ‘

{Regitation from the Holy Quran)

NOMINATION OF PRESIDING OFFICER

¥
Secretary : Hon‘ble members of the Senate [v-:.-l‘f)\“‘ I will read out

the Order of the President regarding the nomination of Mr. Fazal Elahi Chaudhri,
Speaker of the National Assembly, as the Presiding Officer for this meeting.
The President’s Order :—

“In pursuance of sub-rule (2) of rule 9 of the Rules of Procedure and
Conduct of Business in the Senate, 1973, I hereby nominate Mr. Fazal
Elahi Chaudhri, Speaker of the National Assembly of Pzkistan, to
preside over the first meeting of the Senate at 9.00 a.m. cn Monday
the 6th of August, 1973, till a Chairman of the Senate is elected under
clause 1 of Article 60 of the Constitution of the Islemic Republic
of Pakistan enacted on the 12th day of April, 1973, and the Chairman
so elected enters npon office.”

(Presiding O fficer, Mr. Fazal Elahi Chaudhri, Took the Chair)

Presiding Oficer : ;{ow, the first item is the taking of cath by Members.
Hon'’ble Members, = kf%w‘, T congratulate all of you on having been elected

or chosen as members of this august House. The first item on the agenda is the
making of oath. The oath may be taken either in Urdu or in English. The
printed oath forms containing both versions are placed on the seats of the members.
The Secretary will call out the names of the members in the order given-in the list
and a copy of which has also been placed on the table before each member. The
member whose name is called out will first read the oath from his seat ; he will
then come forward to sign the roll of the Members. . A printed oath form is placed
on the table of cach member. After the word 1 ** the member should name
himself or herself., 1 will read the cath so that you may also follow it.
You will yourself read. So, please call. i
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© Mr. Zafar Ahmad Qureshi,

, ' Rao Abdus Sattar.
» Mr. Ahmad Waheed Akhtar.

THE SENATE OF PAKISTAN [6TH AUGUST, 1973
OATH AND SIGNING OF ROLL OF MEMBERS

The following members then took the oath and signed the roll of Members—

Mir Abdul Nabi Khan.
Mir Abdul Wahid.

. Mir Hazoor Bakhsh,
Y Haji Sayed Hussain Shah,

Mir Mahmood Aziz Kurd.

[ Mr. Mohammad Hashim Ghilzai.
~, Mr, Tahir Mohammad Khan.
%, Mr. Mohammad Zaman Khan Achakzai.
“» Mir Nabi Bakhsh Zehri.
' «Mr, Zamarud Hussain,
» Mir Afzal Khan.
. Mr. Habibullah Khan.

Mr. Kamran Khan,

Sardar Mohammad Aslam.
Mr. Niamatullah Khan.
Haji Shabib Shah.

Mr, Shahzad Gul.

Mr. Sher Mohammad Khan.

Mr. M. Zahurul Haq.

Mian Arif Iftikhar.

Shaikh Fazal-i-Elahi Piracha.
Mr. Thsanul Haq.

» ' Ch. Mohammad Aslam.

) Khawaja Mohammad Safdar.
¢ Qazi Mohammad Shahid.

S Mrs. Samia Usman Fatah,

Moulvi Zahoorul Haq.

| Sardar Ghulam Mohammad Khan.

>} Agha Ghulam Nabi Khan,



PoiNT OF ORDER
Mr.KamranKhan : Point of order, Sir. This House has not been constituted
in accordance with the provisions of the Constitution. I will refer to clause (2)

of Article 59 which says :—

“ Election to fill seats in the Senate allocated to each Province shall be held
in accordance with the system of proportlonal representatlon by means
of the single transferable vote.”

Now here, sir, proportional representation means, and the idea behmd thls was
that the strength of all the parties in the Provincial Assemblies should be reflected
in this Senate, whereas we see. . . .

Presiding Officer : No, where do you draw this conclusion from ?

Mr. Kamran Khan : It is clearly laid down, because if the proportional re-
presentation had been meant for giving representation to the Provinces, that would
have been clarified.

Presiding Officer : Your point of order is that the elections to the Senate
were not held on the basis of proportional representation ?

Mr. Kamran Khan :  Yes, sir.
" Presiding Officer + In what way 2’

Mr. Kamran Khan : The parties in the Frontier Province and Baluchistan
are not-represented. in this House according to their strength in the Provincial
Assemblies.” '

Presiding Officer : Do you mean to say that there should not have been any
elections, somebody should have chosen members of the Senate in proportion
to the number of members of each party in the Provincial Assembly ?

Mr. Kamran Khan : No, sir, my submission is that there should have been
elections. ..

Presiding Officer : _If the elections have been held on the basis of proportional
representation with a single transferable vote and the result has been announced
by the Chief Election Commissioner, there is no question of it.

Mr. Kamran Khan : I do not question the decision of the Election Commis-
sion, sir. The elections were held in all fairness in the Provinces as far as the Elec-
tion Commission was concerned.

Presiding Officer : You _cannot do that due to provisions in the Constitu-
tion. But at the moment the members of the Senate who have been elected or
chosen, are taking the oath and after the oath ceremony is over and the Chairman
is elected, you can raise this point of order.

Mr. Kamran Khan : Thank you, sir.

OATH AND SIGNING OF ROLL OF MEMBERS

(Oath-taking was resumed)

~/ 7 Mr. J. A, Rahim.
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“\l, Mr. Rafi Raza,
&\ Mr., Mohammad Suileman M. Samejo.
£/, Mr. ‘Qamaruz Zaman Shah.

) Mr. Qurban Ali Shah.

L-Ts Mufti Zafar Ali Nomani.

v .7 Syed Zulfigar Ali Shah Jamote.
» < Mr. Aziz Ahmed. '
L-L ! Mr. Nargis Zaman Khan.

-4 Mr. Gulab Khan,

L-%."0 Mr. Khayal Said.

¢\t Malik Nasruliah Khan Afridie.

-~

.

FROGRAMME FOR ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND
DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

i Presiding Officer : Now I will announce the programme .of :¢lection of the
| Chairman and the Deputy Chairman. Those who would like to hear the Urdu
| translation may do so with the help of ear-phones.

. Programme for the election of Chairman and Deputy Chairman' will ‘be as
follows : :

Nomination papers for ¢lection of the office of fthe Chairman -and ‘Deputy
Chairman will be received by the Secretary of the Senate in his office on the first
floor. Any member may propose the name of any other member for election as
Chairman or Deputy Chairman, by delivering the nomination paper in.the pres-
cribed form duly accompanied by the required statement of candidate ‘to the
Secretary before 12 noon today. Copies of nomination forms which have ‘already
been supplied to-cach member are also placed on the table and more copies can
be obtained from the office. Scrutiny of nomination papers for election of Chair-
man and Deputy Chairman will be held by the Secretary at one p.m. today in
his office but the candidates and their proposer may attend the scrutiny, if they so
like.

2 Nomination may be withdrawn at any time before the élection is held at
.30 p.m.

IF there are more than one candidate for election of Chairman, a ballot will
be held between them. The procedure for the ballot will be as follows : i

Each member will have one vote only. Ballot paper containing the name
of ihe candidate for election of Chairman of the Senate will be given
to each member,

Names of the members will be called out one by one. Before delivering
the ballot paper to each member the counter-foil will be signed by office
gé‘ the Secretary and also stamped on the reverse with the seal of the

nate, :
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ELECTION “OF - CHATRMAN 5

“The ‘meniber will ‘put-a tick mark in ink -on ‘the ballot paper-against the

mame-of the candidate of his choice without "being observed -and ‘will not
divulge the name of the candidate for whom he voted. The ballot
paper will be folded before it is inserted in the ballot box which is placed
before the table of the House, '

If any ballot paper is inadvertently spoilt by a member, he may ask for a
fresh l}:x:illot paper. The spoilt one should ‘be returned which will be
cancelled.

After all the members have voted, Secretary will -open the ballot box and
count all the ballot papers and submit the result to:the Presiding: Officer
who will announce the name of the member elected as Chairman.

These instructions which I have read in English -are -attached ‘with the
Orders of the Day in Urdu also. Honourable me nbers may geta
copy of the Orders of the Day if they so desire. These instructions
about election of the Chairman and. Deputy Chairman are.there.

Presiding Officer : The House stands adjourned to meet again-at-5.30 p.m.

today.

The Senate adjourned to meet again at half past five of the clock in the evening.

The Senate re-assembled at 5.30 p.m., the Presiding Officer (Mr. Fazal Elahi
Chaudhary), in the Chair.

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

Presiding Officer : If any candidate for election as Chairman wishes to with-
draw his candidature, he can do so even now under rule 9(4) in writing, (Pause)
The names of the members validly nominated for election as Chairman, who
have not withdrawn their candidature are :—

1. Mr. Habibullah Khan .. Proposed by :
1. Mr. J. A. Rahim.
2. Mr. Aziz Ahmed,
3. Mr. Muhammad ‘Sulleman ‘M. ‘Samejo.
4, Mian Arif Iftikhar, and
5. Mr. Sher Mohammad Khan.

2, Khawaja Mohammad — Proposed by :
Safdar.

1. Mr. Zamarud Hussain, and
2. Mr. Shahzad Gul.

The ballot for the election will now take place in the manner already ex-
plained this morning. Secretary to call out the names. ;
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Secretary : Before I call out the names of honourable members of the Senate
to come forward and vote, the ballot box lying on the table will be locked in your
presence to receive ballot papers.

(The ballot box was locked)

The following members cast their vote :
Mir Abdul Nabi Khan.
Mir Abdul Wahid.
Mir Hazoor Bakhsh,
Haji Sayed Hussain Shah,
Mir Mahmood Aziz Kurd.
Mr. Mohammad Hashim Ghilzai.
Mr. Tahir Mohammad Khan.
Mr. Mohammad Zaman Khan Achakzai.
Mir Nabi Bakhsh Zehri.
Mr. Zamarud Hussain.
Mir Afzal Khan,
Mr. Habibullah Khan,
Mr. Kamran Khan,
Sardar Mohammad Aslam.
Mr. Niamatuilah Khan.
Haji Shabib Shah.
Mr. Shahzad Gul.
Mr. Sher Mohammad Khan.
Mr, Zafar Ahmad Qureshi,
Mr. M. Zahurul Hag.
Rao Abdus Sattar.
Mr. Ahmad Waheed Akhtar,
Mian Arif Iftikhar.
Shaikh Fazal-i-Elahi Piracha.
Mr. Thsanul Haqg.
Ch. Mohammad Aslam.
Khawaja Mohammad Safdar.
Qazi Mohammad Shahid,
Mrs. Samia Usman Fatah,
Moulvi Zahoorul Hagq.
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Sardar Ghulam Mohammad Khan,
Agha Ghulam Nabi Khan,
Mr. J. A. Rahim,
Mr. Mehran Khan,
Mr. Rafi Raza,
Mr. Muhammad Sulleman M. Samejo,
Mr. Qamaruz Zaman Shah,
. Mr. Qurban Ali Shah,
Mufti Zafar Ali Nomani,
Syed Zulfigar Ali Shah Jamote.
] Mr. Aziz Ahmed,
Mr. Nargis Zaman Khan,
Mr. Gulab Khan,
Mr. Khayal Said,
Malik Nasrullah Khan Afridie, -

Presiding Officer :  As all the members present have voted, the counting
will be done by the Secretary. Candidates wishing to observe the count may
come forward. Candidates can come forward.

(After Count)
Presiding Officer : The votes have been counted and the result is as follows ¢

Mr. Habibullah Khan has secured 32 votes.

Khawaja Mohammad Safdar has securcd 13 votes.

As Mr. Habibullah Khan has secured more votesthan Khawaja Mohammad
Safdar, T declare Mr, Habibullah Khan as having been elected as Chairman of the
Senate. He may please come forward to the dais to make oath as Chairman and
take the Chair.

Mr. Habibullah Khan made oath of ofﬁce as Chairman of the Senate ard
- took the Chair.

Mr. Chairman : Now, I come to the election of Deputy Chairman.

22 T e el AT Al g cdy B S pas ;o) S
Mr. Chairman : TIs it the wish of all the hon’ble members that we shculd
suspend the proceedings for 4sar prayers ?

A member : There is no question of choice in it,

We have got to adjourn, we are bound to do so under the Islamic ideclcgy
of the country.

. Mr. Chalrma.n' Well, hon’ble members, there is no time fixed for Asar
prayers but normally for Maghreb prayers we adjourn the House at 7.30 p.m.
So, 1 think, we should follow this precedent.
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Mr. Chairman : It should not take more than ten minutes to say our Asa
prayers.

-5y by 5 Adjourn om

So, in deference to the wishes of the honourable members, the meeting stands
adjourned for ten minutes.

(The Senate adjourned for ten minutes for Asar prayers.)

The: Senate re-assembled:after dsar prayers, My, Chairman-(Mr. Habibullah
Khan) in.the Chair.

ELECTION OF DEPUTY CHAIRMAN

Mr. Chairman : Honourable members, if any candidate for election as
Dzputy Chairman wishes to withdraw his candidature, he may do so now in
writing under rule 9 (4) read with rule 10. The following are the candidates fcr
slaction as Daputy Chairman : Mirza Mohammad Tahir proposed by Mr. Sher
Vichammad Khan, Mirza Mohammad Rafi Raza, Mr. Aziz Ahmed, Mir Nabj
Bakhsh Zzhri, Mr. Qamaruz Zaman Shah and Rao Abdus. Sattar. The second
gentleman is Mr. M. Zahurul Haq. He is proposed by Syed Zulfigar Ali Shah
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Jamote and Mr. Kamran Khan, The procedure for voting will be the same as
observed in the case of the election of Chairman.

Secretary : 1 will call out the names of the honourable members of the
Senate as before : - ;

Mir Abdul Nabi Khan,
Mir Hazoor Bakhsh,
Haji Sayed Hussain Shah,
Mir Mahmood Aziz Kurd,

~ Mr. Mohammad Hashim Ghilzai,
Mr. Tahir Mohammad Khan,
Mr. Mohammad Zaman Khan Achakzai,
Mir Nabi Baksh Zehri,
Mr. Zamarud Hussain,
Mir Afzal Khan,
Mr. Habibullah Khan,
Mr, Kamran Khan,
Sardar Mohammad Aslam,
Mr. Niamatullah Khan,
Haji Shabib Shah,
Mr. Shahzad Gul,
Mr. Sher Mohammad Khan,
Mr. Zafar Ahmad Qureshi,
Mr. M. Zahurul: Hag,
Rao-Abdus-Sattar,
Mr. ‘Ahmad Waheed Akhtar,
Mian: Arif Iftikhar,
Shaikh Fazal-i-Elahi Piracha,
Mr. Thsanul Hagq,
Ch, Mohammad Aslam,
Khawaja Mohanimad Safdar,
Qazi Mohammad Shahid,
Mis. Samia Usman Fatah,
Moulvi:Zahoorul:Haq,
Sardar Ghulam Mohammad Khan,
Agha Ghulam Nabi Khan,
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[Mr. Secretary] \

Mr. J. A. Rahim,

Mr. Mehran Khan,

Mr. Rafi Raza,

Mr., Muhammad Sulleman M. Samejo.

Mr. Qamaruz Zaman Shah,

Mr. Qurban Ali Shah.

Mufti Zafar Ali Nomani,

Syed Zulfigar Ali Shah Jamote,

Mr. Aziz Ahmed,

Mr. Nargis Zaman Khan,

Mr. Gulab Khan,

Mr. Khayal Said,

Malik Nasrullah Khan Afridie.

Mr. Chairman : If there is any honourable member whose name has not been
called, he can now cast his vote. (Pause). It is all over. Voting is cver, the

Secretary will now count. If the honourable candidates want to observe, they
can come forward.

(The ballots were then counted)
M. Chairman : Votes have been counted and the result is as follows :

Mirza Mohammad Tah'r has secured 32 votes, Mr. M. Zahurul Haq has
sscured 13 votes. As Mirza Mohammad Tahit has secur d mcre votss, I
declars Mirza Mohammad Tahir as having bssn elected as Deputy Chairman,
of tha Sanats.  H: may please take the Oath as Deputy Chairman. = You may
please come over here.

‘Mizr Mohimnid Tih'r then took the Oath as Deputy Chairman of the
Senate). '

FELICITATIONS ON ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND DEPUTY CHAIRMAN
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*Spsech not corrected by the Senator,




FELICITATIONS ON ELECTIONS OF CHAIRMAN AND DEPUTY CHAIRMAN - 11
ol - Cl:n::a.‘ Sl o Lt e g9l gy d.olf.‘éjl_g-\rei J}k} e mlieil ET i_,la.z
cem gy 2 Bl o S ool il ey o8 g2 S T Qpeenlls 55 ypen
Aipoa Jols ST 85 Gl 2 SOl op 2 s Sl W a5 e Dl
‘L}g 2_; dl&ﬁ:‘a? _9.( C.'JI_J{:Z&‘ &5‘\:;? ﬁ‘ M o9 Jﬁ_jl} 2“1 _le - Lé_w‘
ML 5 gl 35 Zapsren & oo 04 L s & G Kl ST 9l ST o
W om vt 8 e gl w o5 3 S ol mms’_-q..i;v\i«aévelﬂ
moles Gty ST LT 505 ledl AT e (A5 0l et 2 e
oy 209 o G Pl ayley 5 LGS

sG55 gsde al csba OLeSa T e - ede ole
O Fle I coand § 8 Y Gl -F o Kb Sl agley v gl
S PR TR L QTN PSTUPIE U AT P Y A R

G5! Game Sl pol Olgal 320 4l T W57 o st e - o ol
S s @5 w e o By e sl L S cblie § U 500 5l Gt 5
Uuﬂ_’{-ﬁd L.g\”! z_ L;)Le u-"‘ L%.a] ém' a 2___9.1 i_‘.,é:-'i:-\ O’"‘ﬁ-'? o bu\.oé L;)le k.fg'mgs_}?
..‘5:_,5; U;".-L:,rjg__ 9 s i) lr.fwz.'ii L'j_qﬁ:.é.-l}_gi_;u'_g o u|}.l! o a9 vrq_é-'jj

Mr. J, A. Rehim : *Mr. Chairman, I would have always with the greatest
satisfaciion congratulated you on your success in becoming the Chairman of the
Senate. I may have had also reasons to do so, but am compelled to rise te correct
a wrong impression. The honourable member who just now spcke has used the
opportunity to make a political speech, attacking my party on the ground that
we are not democratic. I must point out to the honourable member that the cen-
vention, to which he referred, of agreed nomination of the Presiding cficer of
the Assembly is not valid for every democracy. Itis almost accidental that when
ina Parliament of great experience, a Speaker or a Chairman is elected, he
may be by common consent, most often he is not, and I must point out, to talk
of democracy, as if democracy was based only upon argument of consensus, is
wrong. The instrument of democracy is the ballot box.  If you deny the righi
of vote and decision by majority vote, you deny democracy. The Oppositicn
today is denying the right of ihe people of Pakisian to decide issues by the ma-
jority vote. This political speech is 1tself absolutely denial of demccracy. He
has slappsd democracy in the face by denying the process of dsmocracy.

Mr. Chairman, Sir, I would not have used this cccasicn fii for congra'ulating
& distinguished leader like you on taking this very high position under the new
Constitution of Pakistan, had T not been compelled to defend the value of demo-
cracy in this ‘House.  Siv, in the end, I conga ula ¢y u vnze again.

Mr. M. Zohurel Haq :  *Mr. Chairman, I have the henour of congratulating
you and your Deputy Chairmap being the first cffice-helders ¢f the Seratecf
Eakistan, I bolieve we should have begun with a different note, and a nete I
am proposing to talk about is that this is the House which is going to set its own
traditions and its own functions and customs. :

o

“Epeech not corrected by the Senator.
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[Mr. Zahurul Haq]

I am rather aggrieved that in the first inaugural speeches -we have: started
on a note which is not going to be conducive for a sober House like the Senate
and the functions we are supposed to perform in the course of our constitutional
work. - Nevertheless, I do have a regard for the tempers of both. the gentlemen,
But I take a via media and I would submit rather that in this House every proposi:
“tion which -comes forward before the membersshould be discussed dispassionately
keeping in view the necessity of every federating unit. 'We should not be led by
sentimants or emotions to lose the significance of the task for which we have been
made representatives of the smaller units or the larger units.  The functions - of
the senate are entirely different and 1 suppose that if we have a dispassionate,

non-emotional, non-sentimental approach to the various propositions which ar
likely to crop up. in course of time, we will be performing the duties for which
confidence has been reposed in us. I repeat once again that let this House set
the example that the functions which are to be performed by the Chairman and
the functions which are to be performed by the members should be directly inf:
accordance with the democratic principles. We should not overrule if a genuing
point is forthcoming from a party which has been labelled as opposition and: we
should equally listen to the arguments advanced by the parties which are supposed
to be known as the treasury benches. Iam not here to deliver a sermon as, Mrl
Chairman, I am awars of the fact that you are a very experienced parliamentarians
not only an eminent retired judge. But I thought it my duty that in the very first
session of this House, we must.emphasise and 1 repeat ] should be permitted . for
the repetition that we must try to leave traditions of this House and a day will
come when with the passage of time and history the younger generation will-see
that this was the first Senate and these were the traditions which with the passage
of time will become hardened into law and rules. With that note I once agin
-repeat:my congratulations to you and to your Deputy Chairman-and to all - the
members of the Senate that it is the first time in the history of this country.: that
“Senate has come into existence and the wishes of the people to have a bicameral
legislature or Parliament have come into reality. Thank you, Sir. !
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The House adjourned for Magh}‘eb prayers.

The House re-assembled at 7.35 p.m. after Maghreb prayers, Mr.. Chairman
(Mr. Habibullah Khan) in the Chair.

| Sresrr———ce

Mr. Chairman : Hon’ble members of the Senate, I cannot find ‘words to
. express my gratitude to you for the honour you have done me in electing me as
the Chairman of this august House. - For me it is a double honour to be a member
of the first Senate elected under the first Constitution framed by the unanimous
vote of the people and at'the same time to be elected -as its first ‘Chairman. [
would also like to congratulate all the hon’ble ‘members on their election ‘to the
«first Senate in'the history of Pakistan. - Along with this:feeling of gratitude, I feel
a deep sense of humility ; I am conscious of my limitations and shortcomings-but
all the same, I shall endeavour to overcome them as best as I can and discharge my
onerous duties to the best of my ability and shall try to emulate: the role of illus-
‘trious persons who keep similar positions in Parliament. I know'that the task
- which I have to face is a challenging one but with your cooperation and the help
_f Almighty Allah I hope and pray that I-would beiable to acquit myself honourably
of the heavy burden of responsibility placed on my shoulders and to create healthy
piecedents-and uphold -traditions which will entitle ourselves to be placed in the
parliamentary history of democratic countries. ‘'We are :embarking on: a new
legislative experience to-realise our true role. ~Your cooperation and support
will be a source of strength as without your individual as well as collective effort
I cannot hope to succeed. I pray to the Almighty Allgh that he may guide our
steps along the path of justice, impartiality and fairplay. - "Your election as members
of tbe fref Senatedn the history of the country is a sacred trust:and has caused heavy
responsibility to fall on your:shoulders. “We are members of a free and democra-
- ti¢ country linked with each other through bonds of faith and destiny and:as:such
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we have to act in accordance with the best traditions of a democratic society. I
have every hope that all members of this august House will uphold and preserve
the dignity and decorum of the Senate. I will try my best to act with impartiality
and-always in the interest of this august body. Though democracy in our country
did not, unfortunately, have adcquate time and suitable climate to grow but if
we are honest in our adherence to democratic principles and do not hesitate to
sacrifice our personal interest for the larger interest of the country, there is no
reason wiy this plant should not grow strong roots and branches and should not
grow into a magnificent tree which will sustain us in our national life. We are
faced with innumerable problems. The foremost among these is the evolving of
a new national identity. We have also to restore our imtegrity and solidarity
which was shaken by the tragic event of 1971, whose effects still torment and lac-
erate our hearts and souls. There are humanitarian issues like the release of pri-
soners of war detained by India, the restoration of peace in the Sub-continent and
the improvemént of the lot and standard of the life of the masses. Unless these
issues are resolutely tackled and settled in a spirit of mutual accommodation, it
is difficult to settle down to normaley in order to concentrate on socio-economic
developments. i §

Honorable colleagues, democracy is only a frame-work and Parliament only
a mechanism to achieve the noble ideal of service: to the nation and the common
people. We shall be failing in our duty as Pakistanis and as Parliamentarians if
we do not bend all our energy to the eradication of poverty, disease and ignorance
around us. There is so much suffering, disease and ignorance that one feels de-
pressed by the very magnitude of the task. The challenge of removing these evils
is, no doubt, a formidable one, but as true representatives of the masses, we should
not be discouraged by the odds against us, but should ceaselessly strive and struggle
relentlessly to provide a better future to the succeeding generations. Qur new
Constitution is an expression of the ideals, aspirations of our people. We should
make it a living reality and make Pakistan a truly Islamic Republic with a Federal
Parliamentary system of Government. We have paid only lip-service in the past
to the Islamic teachings and injunctions. It is for the first time that Islam has
not only been declared as the State Religion but alsc an effective machinery has
been provided in the Constitution for implementation of the principles of policy
that no law shall be enacted which is repugnaut to the injunctions of Islam and
that all existing laws shall be brought into conformity with the injunctions of Islam
within a specified period. ‘As I said in the beginning, the task entrusted to us
is of great magnitude and it needs the sincere and unremitting efforts of all indi-
viduals, whether in their personal or public capacity, for the .achievement and
implementation of the glorious goals set before us by the Father of the Nation,
Quid-i-Azam Mohammad Ali Jinnah.

 In the end, T would like to re-assure you once again that I shall endeavour to

. conduct myself as a presiding officer-of this House in accordance with. the princi-
. ples of justice and fair play, and we will try to hold the scales even between all
 the sections. of this august House. In.a parliamentary system, the Opposition
has.a crucial and vital role to play in the successful functioning of a democratic
institution, no matter what' its strength, and here I may pause and. with your
‘permission say that I cannot congceive of any democracy without a strong Opposi-
tion. Opposition is a very great necessity of democratic life.  Unless there is
Opposition, democracy cannot function successfully, and I personally believe in
this on the basis of my training, my experience,; and 1 always welcome construc-
tive criticism and I feel that if T mistake, whether as an individual or as a member of
the party of the Government, if I make a mistake, there must be somebody to point
out that mistake to me. This is my. personal view and I shall be always glad if
the Qpposition tries to play their constructive role in the deliberations of this House.
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It may not be quite easy to act completely free of partisan considerations, but it
is not impossible to rise above party politics and sectional interests and to act
impartially in the supreme national interest while taking part in the deliberations
of the House. I once again thank all of you from the core of my heart for electing

me as Chairman of thlS august House, Thank you. UW: U:ul,a
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Mr. Chairman : Honourable members, the Senate now stands adjourned
sine.die. The members. will meet again imjoint sitting of Parliament on the 10th

of August at 8.30. A.M. for. election -of President of Pakistan .under the ncw
Constitution.

Thie: Senate ‘adjourned sine-die;.
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